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Princess Diana accused by critics of Britain’s ‘fake society’ 


¥ 


By Alexandra Frean 
and Peter Foster 

-A LEADING academic has pro¬ 
voked outrage and debate with an 
article in which he castigates 
Diana. Princess of Wales, for being 
a childlike and self-obsessed senti¬ 
mentalist with no proper under¬ 
standing of her royal role. 

In a trenchant critique of die 
Princess and her lifestyle. Professor 
Anthony O'Hear, a philosophy 
lecturer at Bradford University, 
condemns her for elevating “feel- v 
ing, image and spontaneity over' 
reason, reality and restraint". He 


suggests that her “obsession with 
her awn feelings and her self- 
development" might have dam¬ 
aged the Monarchy, her marriage, 
her children and, ultimately, 
herself. 

The Professors attack is pub¬ 
lished today in Faking It, The 
Sentimentalisation of Society, a 
collection of 12 essays published by 
the right-wing Social Affairs Unit 
The essays depict Britain as a 
morally bankrupt society in which 
the old-fashioned values of duty 
and self-reliance have been re¬ 
placed with a decadent and debili¬ 
tating sentimentalism. The book's 


editors, Digby Anderson and Peter 
Mullen, maintain that today's Brit¬ 
ain is neither modem nor cool. “It 
is a fake society with fake institu¬ 
tions,” they say. “The society's 
defining moment was Princess 
Diana's funeral, in which senti¬ 
mentality — mob grief — was 
personified and canonised, the 
elevation of feelings above reason, 
reality and restraint." 

Professor O'Hear, who is honor¬ 
ary director of the Royal Institute of 
Philosophy, wrote his essay soon 
after the fimeral — which he. too, 
described as a defining moment in 
British history. “This was the most 


phenomenal event in recent times 
and 1 was trying to make sense of 
it." he said. 

The Professor insisted that he did 
not intend his essay to be a 
personal attack on the Princess, 
whom he never met. and claimed 
that much of what he said would 
apply to anyone who was self- 
obsessed. “We are all entitled to our 
opinions on her because she is a 
public figure." But while conceding 
that there was something touching 
in the way the Princess reached out 
to the socially excluded, the profes¬ 
sor believes that her insistence on 
presenting herself as a victim and 


on identifying with society's victims 
was merely a way of avoiding her 
responsibilities. 

She indulged in “infantile" tem¬ 
per tantrums and forced the rest of 
the RoyaJ Family to “put up with 
her childlike self-cenrredness", he 
claims. It was disingenuous of her 
to complain during her divorce: "I 
do not known any other woman in 
the land who has to put up with her 
mother-in-law calling the shots." 

The fact that her mother-in-law 
was the Queen of England and not 
just any interfering relative made 
everything different, the Professor 
writes. "Not to see this, and not to 


see that Diana herself was not just 
'any other woman in the land' is to 
fail to see what monarchy is ail 
about.” 

In other essays on religion, 
medicine, media, the environment 
and even eating habits, the book 
claims that sentimentality and fake 
feelings have . pervaded British 
society. It concludes that we now 
live in a "self-indulgent civilisation 
which cannot tell image from 
reality". 

Mr Mullen said: “We are trying 
to say that sentimentality is like the 
smell of a rotting corpse through¬ 
out society. All of our institutions 


have glorified fake feelings and 
indulged in a Disneyfication of 
feelings and intelligence." The au¬ 
thors wanted to see a return to 
realism and self-reliance. 

Professor O'Heart essay was, 
however, roundly condemned last 
night by charities and friends of the 
Princess. Lord St John of Fawsley. 
one of the Princess's admirers, 
described it as biased and one¬ 
sided. “Diana's relationships Kith 
the Queen were always cordial and 
dose, and she always paid great 
respect to the Queen’s wishes. She 
had a child-like simplicity, but 
Continued on page 2, col 4 
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Westland 
links with 
helicopter 
rivals 


By CarlMortished and Phiup Webster 


DAVID LONGSTREATH/AP 


WESTLAND, the Somerset 
company that rocked the Tory 
government and took Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher to the brink of 
resignation, is set to become 
the world’s second largest 
helicopter maker through a 
deal with an Italian rival. 

The European defence alli¬ 
ance that was championed by 
Michael Heseltine in the mid- 
!980s but opposed by his 
Prime Minister is at last about 
ro happen. 

Twelve years after the most 
ferocious Cabinet battle of the 
rhatcher years led to the 
resignation of Mr Heseltine 
and his arch-rivai Leon 
Brittan, Westland is to link up 
with Agusta of Italy. 

The agreement between 
GKN, Westland’s parent, and 
Finmeccanica will create a 
rival to Boeing of America, the 
world's biggest aircraft 
manufacturer. 

At the height of the West- 
and crisis in January 1986 
Mrs Thatcher faced the Com¬ 
mons in an emergency debate, 
she confided to colleagues that 
morning that by the evening 
;he might no longer be Prime 
Minister. 

The Westland saga sudden- 
y erupted when the finandal- 
y-strapped company sought a 
■escue deal with the American 
lelicopter maker Sikorsky, 
rhe tail-out was opposed by 
vlr Heseltine, then Defence 
lecretary. who wanted to pro¬ 
note a European consortium 
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rescue involving British Aero¬ 
space as well as French, 
German and Italian interests, 
including Agusta. 

The dash exposed a deep 
ideological rift in the Cabinet, 
pitting Mr Heseltine against 
Mr Brittan, then Trade and 
Industry Secretary, who want¬ 
ed the American rescue to 
proceed. Mr Heseltine re¬ 
signed in protest, went into the 
wilderness and later mounted 
a leadership challenge which 
led to Inow Baroness] Thatch¬ 
er’s downfall. 

Yesterday’s deal is unlikely 
to create a political furore but 
the stakes are in many ways 
bigger. Westland is a highly 
profitable part of GKN. mak¬ 
ing military helicopters, in¬ 
cluding the Apache and 
EH101 for the British Army 
and the Royal Air Force. 
Together the two companies 
will have a combined order 
book of $8.5 billion (£5.5 
billion). 

David Turner,GKN's fi¬ 
nance director, said the 
momentum of consolidation 
in the defence sector was 
increasing and said that after 
the Agusta deal, the company 
could look two ways. “We can 
participate in the consolida¬ 
tion of the defence industry in 
Europe or we can look across 
the Atlantic for partners." 

Mr Turner said that there 
was a case for rationalising 
manufacturing sites. West- 
land employs 3,800 people at 
Yeovil but the Italian company 
has six or seven sites. The 
structure of the merger has not 
been agreed but City analysts 
expect the British company to 
get the lion's share as West- 
land is believed to be more 
profitable and controls £3.8 
billion of the £55 billion order 
book. ___ 

Commentary, page 23 



Khmer Rouge 
‘murdered Pol 
Pot to prevent 
tell-all trial’ 

By James Pringle 

POL POT, the Cambodian dictator responsible 
for the deaths of an estimated 1.7million people, 
lies dead guarded by a Khmer Rouge soldier in 
his hut in a camp near the Thai border. 

There were immediate suggestions that the 
man who was never brought to justice for 
causing one of the most macabre tragedies of 
the20th century had been murdered by an aide. 

Last night journalists who crossed the Cam¬ 
bodian border and saw the body, framed with 
flowers and a straw fan, had no doubt it was 
“Brother Number One". They added that the 
body was beginning to decompose and might 
be cremated today. 

But intelligence sources in Bangkok thought 
Pol Pot's death “too neat", and said that he 
might have been murdered at the hands of the 
new Khmer Rouge leader, Ta Mok. 

Dr Henry Kissinger, the former US Secretary 
of State, agreed, saying yesterday that the 
Khmer Rouge might have killed its former 
leader to avoid handing him over for a trial, at 
which he might have revealed its connections 
with the present Hun Sen regime in Phnom 
Penh, the Cambodian capital. 

Diplomats added that a trial would be em¬ 
barrassing for too many individuals and 
countries, including China—the one-time chief 
backer of Democratic Kampuchea. 

Puppeteer of terror, page 14 
Leading article, page 21 
Obituary, page 23 


Cut spending 
says Brown 

Gordon Brown gave the Cabi¬ 
net a thinly-veiled warning 
last night that it would only 
achieve rts aims of higher 
spending on health and edu¬ 
cation if it tightened up on 
expenditure across the board. 

The Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer used a speech to the 
International Monetary Fund 
in Washington for his firm 
message to senior colleagues 
who are pressing him for 
extra money-.-Page 2 

Estate offer 

Stephen Hinchliffe, the con¬ 
troversial South Yorkshire 
businessman, has emerged as 
the backer for a £15 million 
takeover of the 16,000 acre 
Knaydart estate in the west of 
Scotland. The takeover conies 
despite offers by a consortium 
of local residents backed by 
Sir Cameron Macintosh, the 
theatre producer, and Chris 
Brasher, the gold medal win¬ 
ning runner-Page 25 


£200m aid for Ulster 
to back up peace deal 

By Martin Fletcher and Andrew Pterce 


NORTHERN IRELAND is to 
benefit from a £200 million aid 
package to strengthen the 
peace agree men r. 

Gordon Brown, will use a 
speech in America today to 
speak about the need to under¬ 
pin the deal with economic 
assistance, although he will 
not mention a figure. That will 
be announced when he visits 
the Province two weeks before 
the referendum next month. 

The package is being put 
together after discussions be¬ 
tween the Treasury, the Euro¬ 
pean Union, the World Bank 
and President Clinton, with 
much of the money coming 
from the EU. 

Downing Street welcomed 
the initiative yesterday, and 
the Prime Minister's official 
spokesman said: “We want to 
help job creation through the 


the encouragement of long¬ 
term business investment" 

Tony Blair also sought to 
bolster the peace agreement 
by offering Unionists reassur¬ 
ances about the release of 
paramilitary prisoners and 
the future of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. 

He insisted that prisoners 
would be released only if their 
organisations had “genuinely 
and properly given up vio¬ 
lence". And as Ronnie Flana¬ 
gan, the RUC Chief Constable, 
set up a hotline to answer the 
concerns of his officers, the 
Prime Minister promised that 
there was no question of 
disbanding the force. 

Mo Mowlam, the Northern 
Ireland Secretary, also offered 
to meet the Orange Order's 
Grand Lodge, which declined 
to endorse the agreement on 


Wednesday, to discuss their 
reservations. 

The Ulster Young Unionists 
also rejected the agreement 
last night, calling it a sop to 
terrorists, but David Trimble, 
leader of the Ulster Unionist 
Party, remained convinced 
that the deal would be accept¬ 
ed by both his party and the 
people. He predicted that it 
would win more than 70 per 
cent support 

Mr Trimble attacked the 
Rev lan Paisley, the Demo¬ 
cratic Unionist Party leader, 
rejecting his assertion that the 
agreement would lead inexo¬ 
rably to a united Ireland. Mr 
Trimble said: “The union is 
stronger than it's ever been 
before. This agreement is as 
good as as fair as it gets." 

Peter RiddelL page 2 


Four day break planned for the millennium 


By Mark Henderson 

BRITAIN will celebrate die millenni¬ 
um with a four-day Bank Holiday 
weekend under plans drawn up by 
Chris Smith, the Culture Secretary, 
and expected to be approved by 
Cabinet this month. 

Friday December 31, 1999 will be 
declared a Bank Holiday under the 
scheme, and the standard New Year's 
Bay holiday will be taken on Monday 
January 3. 2000 because January 1 

falls on a Saturday. 

The special holiday means most 
Britons will enjoy four days off work 
mustier in the new mil ^murn in a 
one-off midwinter long weekend. 

With Christmas Day and Bo^ng 
Day also fading at the weekend in 


ary 4. setting the stage for a massive 
national celebration. The extra Bank 
Holiday will be a unique bonus, and is 
not expected to replace any of the eight 
regular Bank Holidays in 1999 or 
2000. Even so. Britain’s nine days off 
in 1999 lags far behind other countries. 
For example, France has 14 regular 
Bank Holidays. Germany has 17 and 
Cuba 20. 

The holiday is likely to be approved 
by a Cabinet committee in die next two 
weeks, and Mr Smith will make a 
formal announcement in May. 

Extra Bank Holidays are very rarely 
granted by the Government — the 
millennium holiday will be the first 
since the Duke and Duchess of York 
married in 1986 — but consultations 
on the idea of a millennium holiday 
have proved it overwhelmingly popu¬ 
lar with the nublic. 


The Bank of England, business and 
community groups and local govern¬ 
ment have given their blessings to the 
plans, which Mr Smith first suggested 
last summer, according to officials 
dose to thediscussions. 

Don Cruickshank. head of the 
Government's millennium bug task 
force, is the only important figure to 
have opposed the holiday. The break 
could create further problems for 
businesses that use computer systems 
affected by the bug. Mr Cruickshank 
aid. 

The last millennium was on a 
Wednesday in the Julian calendar, 
which was replaced in the !8th century 
by the modern day Gregorian one. 
Ethelred the Unready was the King of 
England and beset by Danes. There is 
no record of a Bank Holiday in that 
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"Sixteen Stone Ring” 
by 

Jean Schlumberger 

From Tiffany’s collection of Jean Schlumberger designs. 
“Sixteen Stone" ring of rubies and diamonds, £4,000. 
Diamonds, £4,175. Emeralds and diamonds, £5,100. 
Sapphires and diamonds, £3,750. 


Tiffany & Co. 

Since 1837 

LONDON 25 OLD BOND STREET WI 
HARRODS, KN1GHTSBR1DGE 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 0171-409 27?0 
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Tighten your belts, 
Brown warns his 
Cabinet colleagues 


JOHN STILWELL/P* 


By Phi up Webster, political editor 


GORDON BROWN delivered 
a thinly-veiled warning to the 
Cabinet last night that it 
would only achieve its aims of 
higher spending on health and 
education if it tightened up on 
expenditure across the board. 

The Chancellor used a 
speech to the Internationa! 
Monetary Fund in Washing¬ 
ton to send a firm message to 
senior colleagues at home who 
are pressing him for extra 
money. 

The Times disclosed two 
weeks ago that the Govern¬ 
ment’s year-long comprehen¬ 
sive spending review, design¬ 
ed to produce economies 
across Whitehall, had ended 
up with most of them asking 
for more money. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, is understood 
to have asked for a Li billion 
real terms increase in his 
budget for new investment in 
public transport and urban 
regeneration schemes. 

Other big bidders are Frank 
Dobson, the Health Secretary, 
and David Blunkett. the Edu¬ 
cation and Employment Sec¬ 
retary, but Treasury officials 
have been more alarmed that 
other ministers appear not to 
have got the message and 
have treated the review like an 
old-style spending round. 

Mr Brown and Tony Blair 
have been trying to change the 


culture of Whitehall which has 
traditionally judged ministers 
by their success in squeezing 
money from the Treasury. 

The Chancellor said last 
night “It is only if we manage 
to achieve spending discipline 
across the board, through the 
elimination of waste and a 
rigorous focus on our priori¬ 
ties, that we will be able to 
ensure investment in our key 
public services, particularly 
education and health, and in 
modernising our economic 
and social fabric.” 

The Chancellor said: “1 
believe the UK economy is in a 
position to establish, for the 
first time in decades, a virtu¬ 
ous aide of low inflation, high 
investment and a higher level 



Brown: gave warning 
in address to IMF 


of sustainable growth." He 
said he understood the con¬ 
cerns among British manufac¬ 
turers about the damage 
inflicted on exports by the high 
value of the pound. 

“But what would be an even 
greater worry would be any 
risk of a return to the kind of 
stop-go instability we saw in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s," 
he said. “In achieving sustain¬ 
able growth in place of the 
boom-bust instability of the 
past everyone should take a 
long-term view. 

“This is a Government that 
will remain true to a long-term 
economic strategy, in the nat¬ 
ional interest — based on the 
essentia] virtues of stability 
and prudence, work and en¬ 
terprise and fairness — and 
will not be diverted by 
short-term pressures." 

Mr Brown urged the world 
to respond to the Asian finan¬ 
cial crisis by continuing to 
pursue open market policies. 
"Combined with policies de¬ 
signed to promote stable levels 
of growth and unemployment, 
open markets will help the 
world economy adjust to the 
Asian crisis and deal more 
effectively with any future 
shocks." he said. He called for 
a more dynamic Japanese 
economy with further pro¬ 
gress on reforms to its finan¬ 
cial system. 


Ulster deal buoys Blair 
on visit to Middle East 


By Andrew Pierce 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

TONY BLAIR today begins a 
five-day mission to bolster the 
Middle East peace process—a 
week after helping to secure 
the foundations for a North¬ 
ern Ireland settlement. 

The Prime Minister, buoyed 
by letters of congratulation 
from world leaders including 
President Mubarak of Egypt 
and King Hussein of Jordan, 
played down expectations of 
significant progress. 

. His official spokesman, who 


said that the visit was being 
conducted as part of Britain's 
presidency of the EU, said: 
"We do not expect any major 
breakthrough, but the Prime 
Minister does hope we can 
narrow gaps.” 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, who has privately 
admitted he mishandled his 
recent controversial visit to 
Israel, today sought to repair 
the diplomatic damage. 

In an article in The Times . 
he writes: “Tony Blair and I 
are friends of Israel, and 
friends of the peace process. 


When die Prime Minister visits 
the region he will speak open¬ 
ly and frankly, as a friend." 

Mr Blair, accompanied by 
his wife. Cherie. will visit 
Egypt Saudi Arabia and Jor¬ 
dan before concluding the trip 
in Israel. He will raise the 
subject of Deborah Parry and 
Lucille McLauchlan, the 
nurses jailed in Saudi Arabia. 

He will meet Yas sir Arafat 
the Palestinian .leader.. and 
visit Palestinian refugee 
camps in Jordan and Gaza. 

Robin Cook, page IS 



Prince Harry with Scary. Baby and Posh Spice in Johannesburg. He met them again yesterday at Highgrove 

Spicy tea for Prince Harry 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

THE Spice Girls interrupted 
a sell-out series of concerts 
yesterday to join the Prince of 
Wales and Prince Harry for 
tea in the country. 

A small crowd of bedrag¬ 
gled fans gathered outside 
Prince Charles's Highgrove 
estate in Gloucestershire to 
watch the pop group arrive by 
helicopter. Royal protocol 
was put aside when Sporty 
Spice greeted 13-year-old Har¬ 
ry with a hug and a kiss. Sbe 
was followed off the helicop¬ 
ter by Ginger Spice, Geri 
Hallrwdi, who linked arms 




Twinned with? it r 


CiRLS 


Fans in Tetbiny saw only the group's helicopter 


with Prince Charles for the 
short walk to the house. 

The five members of Brit¬ 
ain’s most successful giri pop 
group had been invited to 
Highgrove as a thank you for 
their interest and involvement 
with the Prince’s Trust chari¬ 
ty. Missing from the occasion 


was Prince William. 15. who 
had returned to Eton the day 
before. 

The Spice Girls’ while heli¬ 
copter flew in above the 
gaggle of 50 screaming fans 
who had waited outside the 
gatps in driving rain. Hie 
fans had already left their 


mark on die village of Tetbury 
by changing the signpost to 
say it was twinnied with 
“Spice Girls". Danielle Rob¬ 
erts and Rachel Robertson, 
both 13. waited for four hours 
but left disappointed. 
Danielle, from Swindon, said: 
“We thought we would come 
here to see them but after 
standing in the cold for hours 
all we could see was a 
helicopter.” Prince Harry met 
the girls at the charity concert 
in Johannesburg and was 
photographed holding hands 
with Posh Spice — Victoria 
Adams — and Baby Spice — 
Emma Bunion. 


Scourge of 
liberals 
and moral 
guardian 

By Peter Foster 

ANTHONY O’HEAR, philo*. 
opher. education adviser, oc¬ 
casional newspaper columnist 

and scourge of the liberal Left, 
has never been afraid to air his 
traditionalist views. 

Appointed by the Conserva¬ 
tives in 1990 as an adviser on 
education. Professor O’Hear 
regularly accused progressive 
teachers of “anti-authoritarian 
and subversive attitudes".. 

He is Professor of Philoso¬ 
phy at Bradford University, 
describing himself as a “Burk¬ 
ean monarchist and tradition¬ 
alist” and has written several 
pamphlets for right-wing 
think tanks such as the Centre 
for Policy Studies and the 
Social Affairs Unit. Most re- 
cently he attacked Labour* 
pledge for a mass higher 
education system as an “im¬ 
possible dream" that would 
drive down standards. 

As a member of the Schools’ 
Curriculum Assessment Au¬ 
thority and the Teacher Train¬ 
ing Agency. Professor O’Hear 
championed good manners 
and stria discipline, and sup¬ 
ported head teachers prepared 
to expel “ineducable” children 
for the sake of the majority. 

In between, he has had rime 
to attack the “penurious, ro¬ 
mantic myth" that children 
should be allowed to develop 
naturally. “A sense of right 
and wrong .. .will not appear 
as if by magic, in the absence 
of positive moral guidance 
from teachers." he wrote in the 
Ddilv Mail. 


Attack on Princess’s sentimental society 


Continued from page 1 
that's what gave her her strength in 
mar\y ways." he said. “She wasn't a 
very subtle person but she elevated 
feelings — and that’s why she was so 
popular. She wasn't afraid to express 
her feelings.” 

Victor Adebowale. chief executive of 
the Centre point charity for the home¬ 
less. of which the Princess was patron, 
said that it was wrong to think there 
was anything fake or sentimental 
about her charitable work. "The young 
people at Centrepoint were always 
really touched by her visits and by her , 
genuine feelings for them. They cer¬ 
tainly didn’t think her concern was 
fake and we always really valued her 
interest in our work.” 

The British Red Cross, whose cam¬ 
paign to ban landmines was supported 


by the Princess, denied that her charity 
work was driven by sentimentality and 
“emotional correctness". "Diana was 
echoing what people all around the 
world, including landmine survivors 
from places like Bosnia and Cambo¬ 
dia, were saying. Because of the nature 
of the weapons, it was difficult to avoid 
confronting the suffering of the vic¬ 
tims. which some people might mis¬ 
take for trying to get sentimental over 
the issue, but they would be wrong." 

Dereck Bodeli, director of the Nat¬ 
ional Aids Trust, said: “There were a 
lot of people trying to persuade her to 
drop her support for AIDS because 
they did not think it was a seemly 
cause. She said she wanted to remain 
as our patron. That does not fit with the 
description of her as someone who was 
only interested in herself." 


Pfeler Luff. Conservative MP for 
Mid-Worcestershire, said: “Freedom of 
speech is all very well, but you must 
always measure the impart of your 
words on those who will hear them. 
And. although I am sure there will be 
some who will agree with Professor 
O’Hear. the overwhelming majority of 
people will find his remarks distasteful 
and inappropriate." 

Costma Somerset, one of the 
Princess’s dose friends, also thought it 
too soon for a national-discussion of 
her virtues or negative'IT&iCs. “I am 
shocked. It is terrible what he is saying. 
I knew her for a long time. I do not 
recognise what his description. It is 
very hard- It will be vry hard for her 
boys." she saitL 

Ann Widdecorabe. the Tory MP for 
Maidstone and the Weald, who was 


not a noted admirer of the Princess, 
was also concerned about the impact 
on her sons when she said: “It is too 
soon for this sort of debate." 

Anthony Holden, the royal biogra¬ 
pher, said that the British public would 
not recognise the Princess from Profes¬ 
sor O’Hear’s description. But he add¬ 
ed: “I think that certain members of the 
Royal Family would share that tren¬ 
chant view of Diana. But it has not 
stopped the continuing Dianafication 
of the monarchy. In death they have 
reclaimed her as one of theur own 
despite having rejected Jier a year 
earlier. The' Spice Girls visiting 
High@pve_wa§ ample testimony of 
that” 

Earl Spencer, the Princess’s brother, 
read the essay, but declined to 
comment. 



There is an interest that's 
guaranteed to last. 


We’ve all had interests that 
don't last. 

But at least there's one that 
does and that's the interest 
rate on the Halifax Guaranteed 
Reserve savings account. Not 
only is your interest guaranteed 
to last, but we’ve even increased 
the rate. 

So as long as you invest 
£2.000 or more, we’ll give you an excellent rate over 
a fixed period of your choice, be it 6 months. 1.2 
or 3 years. You can also choose whether to have 




BALANCE 

6 month 

1 year 

£2.000-10000 

7.00% 

7.25% 

£10.000+ 

7.30% 

7.50% 


your interest paid monthly* or 
annually and because the rate, 
investment term and payment 
date are all confirmed when 
you open the account, you’ll 
know exactly what return you 
can expect. 

For full details of the 
Guaranteed Reserve account or 
one of our other savings options 
call into your local branch or phone 0800101110 
for an information pack. Then you can put your 
interest in your pocket and not in the loft. 


HALIFAX 


Get a little extra help. 

www.halrfax.co.uk 
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Adams seeks to 
avoid party split 

By Martin Fletcher, chief Ireland correspondent 


THE people for whom the 
Northern Ireland agreement 
poses the greatest difficulty, 
according to the senior Ulster 
Unionist Reg Empey, are 
republicans who had tried for 
30 years “to obliterate North¬ 
ern Ireland" 

Senior Sinn Fem officials 
admit that the essentially par¬ 
titionist agreement poses real 
problems for a movement that 
has spilled so much of its own 
— and others’ — blood in the 
pursuit of Irish unity. 

A Guardian-1rish Times 
poll yesterday suggested 80 
per cent of Sinn Fein support¬ 
ers backed the agreement. But 
party officials refused to pre¬ 
dict whether the movement 
would accept the deal, reject it 
or abstain — or whether a two- 
thirds conference majority 
could be obtained to change 
Sinn Fein’s constitution so its 


representatives could sit in the 
Northern Ireland assembly. 

So far, Sinn Fein leaders 
have offered no public judg¬ 
ment on the agreement Offici¬ 
als insist any attempt to im¬ 
pose it on the movement could 
result in a catastrophic split 
The party will thrash out the 
complex issues at its confer¬ 
ence in Dublin this weekend, 
but will delay a final decision 
to permit wider consultation. 

Mr Adams is urging repub¬ 
licans to judge the agreement 
purely by whether it advances 
the struggle for Irish unity. At 
first sight it spectacularly fails 
that test 

The agreement would end 
Dublin's constitutional daim 
to the North: acknowledge 
Northern Ireland’s legitimacy; 
and bar any change in the 
Province's constitutional sta¬ 
tus without consent. 


Polls show support, 
but it’s early days 


THE latest poll shows such 
overwhelming support for the 
Northern Ireland peace agree¬ 
ment that there .is no reason to 
doubt that a majority of people 
are currently in favour in the 
Province, as well as in main¬ 
land Britain and the Irish 
Republic. 

The polls for The Guardian 
and The Irish Times were 
conduaed between April II 
and 14 by Harris Research, 
1CM and MRBI.Thtty showed 
proportions in favour rising 
from 61 per cent in the Irish 
Republic {with 20 per cent 
against), via 73 per cent in 
Northern Ireland (U per cent 
against) to 81 per cent (4 per 
cent against) in Briiain. 

Although the main London 
based organisations seldom 
undertake polls in Northern 
Ireland where the party sys¬ 
tem is different, there is long 
experience of undertaking 
polls in the special conditions 
there. 

The margins are so big as to 
be clear cut at this stage, even 
if some allowance is made for 
a possible reluctance by some 
people to say to an interviewer 
that they oppose the deal. 


However, two caveats are 
necessary. First, the polls were 
undertaken in the immediate 
aftermath of the favourable 
publicity for the Good Friday 
agreement, which may have 
boosted the numbers in fa¬ 
vour. Secondly, voting in the 
referendums north and south 
of the border is still five weeks 
away, so the current polls are 
like those at the beginning of a 
general election campaign. A 
jot can change in the interven¬ 
ing period, especially in the 
highly-charged atmosphere of 
Northern Ireland politics. 

The main doubt is over the 
question asked in Northern 
Ireland about voting inten¬ 
tions in the elections for the 
assembly. Both Sinn Fein and 
the Democractic Unionist Par¬ 
ty are now put on half the level 
of support they won in last 
May* general election. This 
could be because some respon¬ 
dents were reluctant publicly 
to say they back parties which 
arc often depicted as extrem¬ 
ist. even they will do so 
privately when they come to 
vote. 

Peter Riddell 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Blunkett takes action 
to pacify teachers 

David Blunkett acted to defuse teachers' anger yesterday by 
cutting paperwork and getting tough with problem pupils 
nod their parents. The Education Secretary called 
emergency talks to avert industrial action over red tape. Mr 
Blunkett also promised to get “as tough as nails" with 
parents who failed to play their part in ensuring their 
children behaved at school. 

The news was cheered by the annual conference of the 
National Association of Schoolmasters and Union of 
Women Teachers. Mr Blunkett promised that the talks next 
week would produce guidelines to be sent to every school 
on reducing bureaucracy. Speaking at the conference, he 
said: “We have to avoid industrial action because any form 
of industrial action is going to be dam agin g " He was 
jeered by teachers who next term will refuse to attend more 
than one after-school lesson a week, or write any report of 
longer than 400 words, as part of their protest 

Foot fractures shoulder 

Michael Foot the former leader of the Labour Party, is 
recovering in the Royal Free Hospital, near his home in 
Hampstead, northwest London, after fracturing his left 
shoulder in a fall three days ago. “He has had a lot of 
pain," his wife, Jill Craigie. said yesterday. “He will be in 
hospital until Sunday and then he will be inactive for at 
least eight weeks. But it will not matter loo much, all he 
wants to do is read." Mr Foot was to have spoken at a rally 
m support of striking library employees on Wednesday. 

Curfew to be extended 

Britain's first curfew on children is to be extended for a 

S. r SF e ^i 1X «? 1 u7 tl,s ; , l was ““ounced yesterday. John Orr, 
Chief Constable of Strathclyde police, said that the pilot 

«., C °^ rS d L ree hous * n S estates in the Lanarkshire 
town of Hamilton has reduced teenage crime and woo 
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it?? !* in E on toe streets without an adult after 
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staying. Right, the Mas d’Arti 


ey move 


THEY are stocking up on 
baked beans, kettles have been 
provided for tea drinkers, and 
the computer games have 
been ordered. After aJK no 
detail should be overlooked 
for the World Cup headquar¬ 
ters of the England squad 

But like English tourists 
who find that German holi¬ 
daymakers have already put 
their towels on the sunbeds, 
there was a feeling last night 
that it is the German team 
who have really scored with 
their World Cup base in 
France. 

While England has opted 
for La Baule’s modem Hotel 
du Golf with a communal pool 
on Brittany’s Atlantic coast, 
their rivals will be at the Mas 
d'Artigny hotel complex on the 


But the Germans seem to have booked rather more luxurious accommodation, Susan Bell reports 


Riviera, near Saint Paul de 
Vence between Nice and 
Cannes. It has 25 private 
swimming pools. 

Not only that, the Germans 
are so confident of reaching 
the semi-finals, they have al¬ 
ready booked the palatial five- 
star Hotel Trianon in 
Versailles for the last rounds 
of the championship this sum¬ 
mer. 

it is not the first time that 
the England team has stayed 
in the Brittany resort, which 
has long been a favourite of 
British holidaymakers. “The 
English players chose this 
hotel themselves because they 
felt soar home here last year," 
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said their hotel’s director. 
Yannick Paturel. 

The suites could be 
described as comfortable, 
rather than luxurious, al¬ 
though they do boast stunning 
views over the adjoining golf 
course for the squad's keen 
golfers. The suites are ar¬ 
ranged bungalow-style 
around terraced gardens and 
a central swimming pool. The 
sitting rooms, with individual 
terraces, are simply furnished 
with wicker furniture and a 
large sofa. A second television 
in die bedroom and an Ameri- 
can-style open-plan kitchen 
equipped with a washing 
machine and microwave add 
to a homely atmosphere. 

Kettles have been provided 
for English tea drinkers, but 
should the team be tempted to 
celebrate with something 
stronger, they will be disap¬ 
pointed. On the orders of the 
coach Glenn Hoddle. each 
minibar will be stripped of its 
alcoholic contents before their 
arrival Women are also off 
limits, so should David 
Beckham wish to spend any 
time with his fiancee. Victoria 
Adams (Posh Spice), she will 
have to find alternative 
accomodation. 

Mr Hoddle. a Christian, 
will be pleased to find that a 
copy of the New Testamament 
is provided with every room. 
He may not be so thrilled to 
discover that his players can 
watch pornographic films on 
the French cable channel, 
Canal+. 

To ensure the team's priva¬ 
cy. a 3-metre wicker fence will 
be erected around the complex 
while 30 anti-terrorist police 
officers will provide round- 
the-clock surveD lance and 
local police patrol die 
perimiter with dogs. The fact 
that the local shooting dub is 
next door to the sports centre. 


By The Times Diary 

IN THE latest a Efron l to the England 
football team, the French have obliterated 
any record of our 1966 World Cup triumph 
from the official government guide to this 
summer’s tournament. 

Label France, an information magazine 
published by the French Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, records the wins of every 
competing country — except England's 
vicioiy over Germany. Brazil'S 15 appear¬ 
ances and four titles are mentioned, as are 
the three wins for Germany and Italy and 
the two for Argentina. But the reference to 
England simply states: “England: nine 
appearances." 

The French, keen to maintain the entente 
cordiale, insist the omission is a simple 
mistake. Our Football Association accepts 


this, calling it an “oversight”, but it comes a 
couple of days after a French government 
minister said British fans could travel to the 
country during the tournament even if they 
did not have tickets for the games. 

Geoff Hurst, who scored a hat-trick in the 
1966 final, was understanding about the 
latest mix-up, assuming it to be “a simple 
administrative error”, while Sir Bobby 
Chariton blamed cock-up. not conspiracy: 
“Everyone says that the French hale us, but 
it sounds like a harmless mistake." Bnt 
Tony Banks, the Sports Minister, was less 
sanguine: “They either don’t know the 
history of the World Cup. or someone has 
made une grande boo-boa” 

A spokeswoman for the French ministry 
said: “It is an error. It will be corrected in 
the next issue without excuse, ft was 
nothing personal, I assure you." 


Jailbreaker is heading 
for a runaway success 


IF THE escaped convict John 
Patrick Hannan should read 
this, he might like to know 
that he is only three years 
away from a world record. 

Hannan was yesterday de¬ 
clared Britain’s most success¬ 
ful missing prisoner, having 
been on the run for 42 years. 3 
months and 25 days. If he can 
keep his cover into the millen¬ 
nium. he will have a chance of 
regaining the blue riband 
from Leonard Frisco, an 
American who was at liberty 
for 45 years and 11 months 
until rumed in by his son. 

Hannan was sentenced to 21 
months at the Old Bailey in 
1955 for car theft and assault 
on two police officers. A mere 
30 days into his sentence, and 
seed only 22, he escaped from 
Verne prison in Dorset with a 
fellow inmate, Gwynant 
Thomas. He has never been 
seen since. 

Thomas was less fortunate. 
He was arrested within 24 
hours, near Dorchester, after 


By Alan Hamilton 

the escapees were spotted by 
an alert lorry driver. But 
despite a massive police hunt 
involving tracker dogs and 
roadblocks. Hannan gave 
them the slip and has contin¬ 
ued to do so ever since. 

By doing so. he has left 
Ronnie Biags and Lord Lucan 
as third-division also-rans in 
the league table of elusiveness. 
Dorset Police said yesterday 
that they were still anxious to 
talk to Hannan, but more out 
of curiosity, and possibly a 
sneaking admiration, titan 
any urgent desire to bang him 
back behind bars. 

At the time of hts escape, 
police issued a description of 
him: Irish. 5ft 7in tall, with 
brown hair, blue .eyes and 
proportionate build. He 
might have changed shghdy 
since then.” police admitted 

yC Haiman , s abscondment at 

the time was no grewi™** 
and by no means in the same 
league as, for example- Steve 


McQueen or George Blake. 
Verne at that time was almost 
an open prison, and ail 
Hannan would have needed to 
do was to walk far enough 
away from a prison officer, 
and then leg it. 

Dorset Police admitted last 
night that they were no longer 
actively searching for a blue¬ 
eyed Irishman who, if still 
alive, would now be 64 years 
old and may well have dyed 
his hair, grown a beard, or 
shrunk with age below his 
height at the prime of life. “But 
we would still love to find him 
even after all these years; there 
is a small matter of some 
unfinished business.” a police 
spokesman said. “We would 
love to hear from him, even if 
he just drops us a line to let us 
know he is still around." 

Go on, John: send the boys 
in blue a postcard, with a due 
to prove it’s really you. You 
don’t have to give them your 
address, because they're not 
going to send you a medal. 


which will serve as the Eng¬ 
land squad training ground, 
will undoubtedly provide an 
additional headache for sec¬ 
urity officers. 

The sports centre will be 
dosed to the local gymnastics 
and basketball teams while 
the England team go through 
their paces. Mr noddle’s ar¬ 
rival is eagerly awaited in La 
Baule, where it is widely 
rumoured that he will bring 
presents from England for 
local children to compensate 
them for their lost facilities. 


The four-star hotel has a 
distinctly unusual design. It is 
the work of four architects 
from Poland. America, France 
and Finland, which perhaps 
explains the bizarre milange 
of warring styles with steeply 
thatched roofs perching atop 
neoclassical columns flanked 
by vast expanses of plate glass. 

As well as the baked beans, 
the French hosts are doubling 
the restaurant space, convert¬ 
ing the underground car park 
into a carpeted games room 
and — at the players’ request 


— installing video games and 
a giant television console. 

In contrast, at the Mas 
d'Artigny. Jean-Claude 
SucheL the assistant director, 
said he had received no special 
requests from the German 
team. Set in 9 hectares of 
gardens, the hotel already 
offers a practice golf range, 
tennis, the 25 private swim¬ 
ming pools, bowls and cy¬ 
cling. The fashionable retreat 
of Saint-Paul-de-Vence is 
where Rolling Stone Bill 
Wyman married Suzanne 


Accosta, and each of the 
German’s rooms opens on to a 
private balcony with pan¬ 
oramic views of the 
Mediterannean. 

A restaurant with yet more 
panoramic views offers re¬ 
gional specialties with a Pro¬ 
vencal flavour. However. M 
Suchet did not think the 
Germans would be sampling 
his fare. "They are here to win. 
not to have a holiday." he said. 

Hie Brazilians have chosen 
to relax between their matches 
at the luxurious 13th century 


stages 


Chateau de la Grande Re¬ 
mains just outside Paris. The 
Germans plan to move to¬ 
wards the capita] in the final 
rounds. The palatial Hotel 
Trianon is equally impressive. 
Set behind massive wrought 
iron gates, with manicured 
gardens, a sunlit indoor heat¬ 
ed swimming pool, sauna and 
state-of-the-art gym, it is com¬ 
parable to the Ritz in terms of 
luxury and comfort. The hotel 
boasts a two-star Michelin 
restaurant run by top French 
chef. Girard Vit The rooms 
here are roughly three times 
as large as those reserved for 
the England squad. 
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Phone 


NEW 

ORANGE 

UPGRADE 

SERVICE 

NOW YOU CAN 
UPGRADE TO A NEW 
ORANGE PHONE 
AND KEEP YOUR 

existing number* 


COMPLETE ONE 
YEAR PACKAGE 
NOW ONLY e129.99 


PAY AS YOU GO 
WITH JUST TALK 
NOW ONLY £129.99 



PACKAGE INCLUDES 

• 12 MONTHS UNE 
RENTAL 

• CONNECTION FEE 

• 15 MINUTES OF CALLS 
EVERY MONTH 

• DIGITAL MOBILE 
PHONE 

Model: MOTOROLA MR30 

Was £149.99 


KEEP IN CONTROL WITH 

• NO CONTRACT 

• NO MONTHLY BILLS 

• NO CREDIT CHECKS 

• JUST BUY VOUCHERS 
TO MAKE CALLS 

Model: MOTOROLA MR201 
Now includes 30 minutes 
'Just Talk 1 Call Voucher 
Was £149.99 
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THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY MOBILES 
IDEAL FOR BUSINESS USE 



MOTOROLA 

ULTRA-COMPACT 
DIGITAL 
MOBILE PHONE 

• Incredibly small and 
lightweight 

• Up to T10 minutes talktime/ 
45 hours standby 

• Fax and data compatible 
Model: StarTAC 501 

Was £129.99 


LOWEST 

EVER 

PRICE 
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DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
WITH BUILT-IN ORGANISER 

• 3 built-in fun games 

• Up to 180 minutes talktime/ 
■240 hours standby 

• Fax and data compatible 

• Built-in organiser, clock 
and alarm functions 

• Personalise your ringing 
tones for different 
callers 

Model: 702 


TJie Lift* stocks a roc-ge cfharKls-'ree. 
tar H.fts <or aSf mwlst .pIstpM arut 
recorr-wnds ttieir.tssi if you intend 
to use yen;- moMe phene irs iftes car. 

126 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 

FREEPHONE 
0500 222 666 

For yottr nearest store 


• 96% UK 
Population 
Coverage 

• Fer-Second Billing 

• Orange Care Package* 

• Orange Text Information 

• Pax, Data and Short 
Message Service 
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* Irvine’s PR chief 
forced out after 
blame for bad press 

By Frances Gibb and Valerie Elliott 


THE head of information at 
the Lord Chancellor's Depart¬ 
ment has been forced to leave 
her post after being blamed 
for a stream of bad publicity 
about Lord Irvine of Lairg, the 
Lord Chancellor. 

Sheila Thompson. 47, who 
as been a key adviser at the 
epanment for eight years, is 
to leave her job on May 1. She 
has been been offered a com¬ 
pensation package under Civil 
Service terms after deciding 
against legal action. 

Her departure was effect¬ 
ively forced upon her after the 
Lord Chancellor decided to 
hire a higher-grade civil ser¬ 
vant to take on a new post of 
director of communications 
over her head. The new job 
has been filled by Allan Perri- 
vsl. currently deputy press 
secretary in the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s Office. 

$ Despite Miss Thompson's 
excellent track record of deal¬ 
ing with the press and good 
reputation within Whitehall, 
friends say Lord Irvine unfair¬ 
ly held her to blame for the 
bad publicity over recent 
months. 

This started with his joking 
comparison to the all-powerful 
Cardinal Wolsey and was 
followed by a critical national 
newspaper profile- It culmi¬ 
nated in the continuing furore 
over the £650,000 refurbish¬ 
ment of his official apartment 
Matters came to a head last 


December when in a lengthy 
grilling the Lord Chancellor 
told Miss Thompson that he 
was not receiving the service 
he expected of her. He wished 
her to take more action to stop 
adverse stories and headlines 
— even though much of the 
poor publicity had nothing to 
do with her responsibilities at 
the department 
He also criticised her lack of 
promotion of measures such 
as the Human Rights Bill, 
although that is a Home 
Office measure. One official 
said: “The problem has been 
that Lord Irvine did not under¬ 
stand what a civil servant 
could or could not do." 

The difficulties are partly 
due to the Lord Chancellor's 
wider role in overseeing major 
constitutional change. Most 
Cabinet ministers employ spe¬ 
cial advisers to act as political 
press officers to put a "spin” 
on an issue. But it was only a 
month ago that Garry Hart a 
City solicitor, was appointed 
to work as Lord Irvine’s 
special adviser. 

At the same time, Miss 
Thompson found herself ham¬ 
strung in seeking to pr om o t e 
departmental policy initiatives 
such as legal aid and . civil 
justice reform, because press 
interest focused on sudi issues 
as Lord Irvine's choice of 
wallpaper. 

She was informed before 
Christmas that a director of 


communications was to be 
trawled for within Whitehall. 
But a senior official in the 
department told Miss Thomp¬ 
son that if she applied for the 
new post or as deputy to it she 
would not be given the job. . 

Miss Thompson refused 
yesterday to elaborate on the 
reasons for her departure. 
Officials told her she had lost 
the Lord Chancellors confi¬ 
dence. But she told a friend: “I 
don’t believe I ever had his 
confidence, although I did the 
job to the best of my profes¬ 
sional ability." 

A friend added yesterday: 
“She has behaved perfectly 
professionally but has had an 
impossible job. The Lord 
Chancellor expected her to 
behave in a way which was 
really beyond a civil servant's 
remit and to act more like a 
political adviser. But there is 
no way a civil servant, can 
comment on personal or polit¬ 
ical stories." 

Recently relations have been 
strained. Miss Thompson 
rarely sees the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor and communicates with 
him by paper. He has not 
acknowledged her departure 
to her face. 

At the same time as she 
leaves the Lord Chancellor's 
Department she will also 
leave the .Government Infor¬ 
mation Service. She is now 
considering opportunities 
with a public relations firm. 



Cats charity 
boss got her 
claws into 
executive 

By Kathryn Knight 

A SENIOR executive at the Regis, West Sussex, said in a 
Cats Protection League was statement "From that mo- 
yesterday awarded £15,000 for ment, my employers deliber- 
unfair dismissal after claim- atdy sought to undermine my 
ing that her boss had subject- position as brad of depart¬ 
ed her to a campaign of ment and to downgrade my 
humiliation and harassment position within the CPL." 

Alison Swann. 44. said she She said that after the 
was forced to resign as editor resignations she had found 
of the charity's in-house mag- herself on Ms Reeves’s “hit 
az m e. The Cat, after suffering list" for her work on the 
a nervous breakdown follow- magazine, which goes oid to 
ing endless criticism by the all 5.000 members of the 
chairwoman, Linda Reeves. charity and gives the latest 
Mrs Swann was awarded news on cat rescues and 
the out-of-court settlement general welfare. She had 
after an industrial tribunal at found that her work had been 
Croydon, South London, was endlessly criticised and her 
told of the power struggles home-to-work petrol allow- 
and disputes at the 70-year- ance. and then her car, had 
old organisation, which res- been withdrawn, 
cues 80,000 animals a year. On November 23. 1997, she 
She described her anguish had prepared a letter of resig- 
at being forced out of the nation and put in a discreet 
charity, where she had taken farewell editorial message in 
over the magazine editor's the next edition of The Cal. 
chair from her father. Group The single paragraph had 
Captain Harry Booth by, who been replaced with a picture 
had turned the once small of a cat 
charity into a thriving concern “I had been performing 
after joining as assistant di- perfectly well right up to this 
rector in 1977. date, but felt unable to take - 

In documents, the tribunal any more harrassment and 
was told that Group Captain victimisation from the CPL 
Boothby had resigned as a trustees," Mrs Swann said. “I 
board trustee member in 1997 was in a state of severe grief 
along with two other board and shock at what had been 
members after a series of done to me." 
arguments with Ms Reeves. The league declined to coro- 

Mrs Swann, from Bognor ment last night 



.BBC plans nightly 
sports bulletins 

By Carol Midgley. media correspondent 


THE BBC is hoping to boost 
its ratings by running ten- 
minute sports bulletins every 
night, probably at the end of 
an extended Nine O’clock 
News. The round-up will in¬ 
corporate highlights, previews 
and analysis of the day's 
sporting news and events. 

BBC executives believe the 
move will help the BBC to 
regain some of the ground it 
has tost in its sports coverage, 
especially to Sky Sports chan¬ 
nels. The change could start in 
the autumn with the football 
season, although some are 
arguing for it to be introduced 
in June to strengthen coverage 
of the World Cup. 

Bob Sherman, the BBC’s 
gew head of sport, said that he 
sbrporation's sports news cov¬ 
erage was “sporadic" and 
needed a regular fixture in the 
schedule: “The demand for 
sports news has really 
sharpened up in recent years 
and is an obvious area for us 
to expand because we have an 
existing infrastructure." 

He is in discussion with the 
controllers of BBC! and BBC2 
about when the bulletin 


should be broadcast The idea 
features in a review of overall 
TV news output - 

Possibilities also include a 
later BBCI bulletin after the 
Nine CC/adt News, , which 
would incorporate a sports 
round-up. Another is that 
Newsnight could be extended. 

Sky runs an extended ver¬ 
sion called Sports Centre on its 
dedicated sports channels, 
and the BBC’s News 24 station 
has regularly short bulletins, 
but a 10-minute spot on terres¬ 
trial TV will reach millions 
more viewers. 

Sky has exclusive rights to 
the Premiership football, En¬ 
gland’s away test matches, 
some rugby union internation¬ 
als. Ryder Cup Golf and most 
top boxing. 1TV has FbrmuJa 
One motor racing and shares 
the FA Cup Final with the 
BBC it has also had the 
European Champions 
League. Chelsea's run in the 
Cup Winners Cup is on Chan¬ 
nel Five. The BBC has the 
Euefa Cup, Grand National 
Olympics, home Test Matches 
and the Open and Masters 
golf championships. 


Alleged sex 
abuse victim 
grew up to 
be priest 

By A Correspondent 

A PRIEST told a jury yester¬ 
day that he had bear system¬ 
atically abused by the priest 
who ran foe orphanage where 
he grew up. 

Father Eric Taylor, 78, 
denies sexually abusing 17 
boys at Father Hudson's Or¬ 
phanage in Coles hill, War¬ 
wickshire, from 1957 to 1965. 

On the second day of foe 
trial at Warwick Crown Court, 
tiie younger priest said that 
when he was 11 Father Taylor 
abused him as they sat in his 
van in a lay-by. “Someone I 
had wanted to respect and 
trust betrayed that,” he said 
Another alleged victim said 
that he was abused while ill in 
bed with dysentery. The man, 
52, said that he had run away 
from the home three times. 

One man victim said that he 
had hit the priest with a 
hairbrush to stop himself 
being fondled in his dormitory 
bed He said foe abuse had 
left him unable to show affec¬ 
tion towards his sons. 

The trial continues. 


Call now for 

the, urn, 




if you can't, er, 
make up your 

Fixed rate and cashback at the same time 



Coppers’ narks stop squealing 


By Stewart TEndler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

BRITAIN’S grasses are 

€ oing to become legit. A 
aiional conference of senior 
detectives yesterday decided 
that police informers should 
be given a new name to raise 
their status and selfesteem. 

The snitch, grass, snout or 
squealer could soon be known 
as an agent, source or 
intelligence asset Chief con¬ 
stables and senior detectives 
may even consult a psycholo¬ 
gist to see which name would 
best encourage foe informer 
to work harder. The idea is 
the latest development in 


bringing a policeman's best 
friend in from the cold Forces 
now have a national wage 
scale for their informants, 
who include 500 juveniles. 
Later this year all informants 
wfll be pat on a database. 

Roy Penrose, foe head of 
foe new National Crime 
Squad and chairman of the 
conference, said there could 
be benefits in persuading the 
thousands of informers that 
they are part of a crime- 
fighting team. They should 
not feel they are “a sort of tow 
life”, be said. Most i nfo rm er s 
are criminals but they could 
still be treated properly. 

The new name will be the 


latest addition to an argot 
that can be traced back to 
Shakespearean times . In 
those days to inform on 
somebody was to “peach”. By 
foe 17fo century, informants 
were “squeakers" and foe 
Americans introduced 
“squealer” because infor¬ 
mants blabbed like pigs. In 
the days of A1 Capone foe 
informant became a “stoolie” 
or a “stool pigeon" 

“Copper’s nark” is said to 
come from the gypsy word for 
a nose — nak. “Grass" may 
come from a 1930s* hit Whim¬ 
pering' Gross. 

Somehow “source" does not 
have quite the same ring. 


4% cashback of up to £12,000 = 5% deposit + 7.95% (8.4% APR) until 31st May 2003 
Available to first time buyers and those moving home. 


Mortgages DIRECT 


CALL FREE 



0800100 800 

Lines are open Monday to Friday 8am to 9pm, Saturday 8am to 4pm 
and Sunday 10am to 4pm. 



NATIONAL' 


Because life's complicated enough 



YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU D-O NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
f«v the aim* bed rate and cuht writ comblnalteo there Is a non-rehmddbie booking tee of £150 end completion must take place by 18/09/98. As a comMon of this fbced rate mortgage, the mortgage must remain on these 
fixed rale ferns until 31/05/03. If on or before 31/05/03 you redeem the mortgage, unless simultaneously with redemption a new mortgage b completed wttfi us on the sane ftaed rate terms (except one administered 
by Abbey National Mortgage Finance pic), transfer from the fixed rate before the end of the fixed period or make capital repayments (except normal monthly payments on a repayment mortgage), a charge of 180 days' 
gross interest at the fixed rase; and a charge equivalent to the cashback received, both crinfated on the amount repaid or transferred, wHI be payable. All offers subject to avaffabflity and may be withdrawn at any time. 
Typical example lor 7.95% (ut AM) fixed ontif 31/05/03 with 4* cashback to indude valuation bonus (a refund of up to £325 towards your valuation fee). A couple (male and female) non-smokers, aged 29, applying 
for an endowment mortgage of £40^)00 on a purchase prkx of £42,105 secured over 25 years, 300 monthly interest payments of £249.58 net of lax (diet plus the final repayment of E4Q473.7D capital (includes £673.70 
High Loan to value fee added to the advance), 300 monthly endowment premiums of 08 Total amount payable £121,882.60 Includes £150 booking fee, £65 deeds handling fee (chargedon redemption), £ii?.50 
legal fees, £38.40 accrued Interest assuming completion on 28/08/98. All APKs are typical and variable and based on an endowment mortgage. Please note in addition to the charge applying to the fixed rate and 
the cashback we will charge a fee equivalent to the valuation bonus you receive If on or before 31/05/03 the mortgage is repaid, unless a new mortgage b completed simultaneously with us (other than a mortgage 
administered by Abbey National Mortgage Finance pk). tn this example no account has been taken at any change in Interest rate which may occur at the end ol the fixed rale period. All rales correct at timed going to 
press. We require the property to be Insured. A Wgh Loan to Vain Fee will also be required If The loan b equal to or exceeds 90* ol the property's valuation (or in certain cases the purchase price, whichever is the lower]. 
The actual fee will be calculated ou the amount borrowed above 75% loan to value. To assist us hi improving our service, we may record or monitor telephone calls. Secured loans and mortgages require a charge on 
your property and in Ihe case of endowment mortgages an endowment/life policy for the amount of the advance and a charge over the policy. Loans subject to status and valuation and are not avaHaUe to persons 
under the age ol 18. Written quotations available on request. Abbey National pic, which I* regulated by the Personal investment Authority, only sells its own file assurance, pension and unit trust products. 
Abbey National, the umbrella couple symbol, and because fife's com pi (rated enough are trademarks of Abbey National p K Keg (stored office, Abbey House. Baker Street, London Nwt ml, united Kingdom. 
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Motorway lighting 
plans abandoned 
after road reviews 

By Arthur Leathley, transport correspondent 


»PLANS to add lighting to 250 
miles of busy motorways have 
been suspended indefinitely. 

Highways Agency officials 
blame uncertainly over the 
Government’s roadbuilding 
programme. The decision will 
leave long stretches of the Ml. 
M6. M4. M2 and M62 unlit 

Under its Road User’s Char¬ 
ter, the agency pledged to add 
lighting to an additional 300 
miles of motorway and 50 
junctions by 2003. but has 
abandoned the scheme after 
lighting only 50 miles in five 
years. 

Road safety campaigners 
critided the decision yester¬ 
day , claiming that lighting can 
halve the number of accidents 
and that the expense would be 
offset within three years by 
reducing the costs resulting 
from accidents. The average 
cost of a road traffic injury is 
£61.130 and the cost of a 
fatality £991,000. The Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Acridents called on agency 


officials to overturn their deci¬ 
sion and to expand lighting 
beyond the 33 per cent of the 
motorway network that is 
already lit 

The agency's plans for the 
new financial year state: “Our 
programme of providing road 
lighting was linked to plans 
for road-widening schemes. 
Due to both past and ongoing 
reviews of the road-building 
programme, this target is 
currently suspended." Offici¬ 
als say that a string of govern¬ 
ment roads reviews, including 
one currently examining more 
than 100 proposed schemes, 
has taken motorway widening 
schemes out of the pro¬ 
gramme: lighting would have 
been improved at the same 
time. 

Labour ministers have 
made clear that widening of 
motorways is unlikely, other 
than in exceptional circum¬ 
stances. Highways Agency 
officials ackowledge that light¬ 
ing can reduce the number of 


accidents by a third but 
believe that extra Ughtmg is 
not cost-effective in the short 
term. “Widening motorways 
increases the amount of traf¬ 
fic but without that we do not 
expect the same rises so we are 
reviewing the issue of light¬ 
ing,” a spokesman said. 

Among the busiest stretches 
where lighting plans have 
been shelved are: the Ml from 
north of Nottingham to Roth¬ 
erham; the M62 between 
Leeds and Pontefract; the M2 
from the M25 to Chatham in 
Kent the M6 between 
Cannock and Newcastle- 
under-Lyme and the M4 east 
of tiie junction with the MS. 

Research in America and 
Japan suggests that between 
40 per cent and 60 per cent of 
accidents can be avoided by 
adding lighting. Government 
figures for last year show that 
one in four of all motorway 
accidents happens after dark 
on lit stretches and one in 
three on unlit stretches. 



Art that lifts shopping 
centres wins protection 



Newly listed: a statue of a blind beggar and dog on 
Roman Road in Tower Hamlets, East London 


POSTWAR public sculptures, 
long battered by the twin 
assaults of critics and vandals, 
found a new champion yester¬ 
day as they were given listed 
status. Tony Banks, the Sports 
Minister; at the Department of 
Culture, unveiled a list of 20 
pieces of modem artistry that 
he considers deserve State 
recognition after years spent 
gracing shopping centres and 
housing estates. 

Among the works that will 
now benefit from Grade If or 
Grade II* listing are a 1949 
statue in central Coventry of 
Lady Godiva by William Reid 
Dick, and the Heaton Park 
reservoir pumping station in 
Bury, Greater Manchester, by 
Mitzi Cunliffe. Completed in 
1955. it has been fisted as a 
“total work of art", ft has a 
beige marble interior, built-in 
electric fires and external mu¬ 
ral and internal wood panels 
dep i c ti ng the journey made by 
Manchester's water. 

Mr Banks said: “Public 
monuments and sculptures 
enrich people’s experience of 
their local surroundings. The 
■works I am listing ... are all 
wonderful examples of an at 
its most democratic and 
accessible.” 

Listed status for the sculp- 


Free 

automatic? 

Free air 
conditioning? 

(Refer to house decision maker.) 



The Daihatsu Move. 
From £7,230 on die road. 


The Daihatsu Move now comes with the option of free automatic upgrade or free air conditioning. 
So while your other half is considering which to go for, consider what else you'll get: a unique tall 
body design, 5 doors, driver's airbag, side impact bars, 53 mpg and a three year unlimited mileage 
warranty. All from £113* per month at 11 % APR for the Move.- 
You have until the end of May. So call 0800 618 618 when you're ready. 


DaihaHu Wove £7,230 on the roatf. Pnee coned at wne ol going rb press & includes VAT. delivery, number plates & 12 months' road »und licence Finance ejwmple" Deposrt Cl.500. Followed by 36 monthly 

payment of £3.(M0 total amount pavaDte £8.668 11 % AW. Agreed contract mileage 6.0CO miles per annum £60 acceptance fee payable *wlh first payment £40 credit facility f« included m last payment Applicants for credit fl 

al feast 18 a a UK lesdenr le«d Channel Islands & Isle of Man) Credit facilities provided, subject to status, by mchcape Financial Services Ltd. NWS House. City Road. Chester CH58 3AN written quotations on request VR vane- deoendinn 
on deposit, length of agreement and agreed contract mileage H you exceed the agieed contract mileage there wnB be an excess charge ot 8p per nute Fuel economy urban 39 7 mpg, ex Ira urban S3.3 mpg. combined 47 mpg Ref FTI) 704 
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tures. memorials and reliefs 
means their preservation will 
have to be considered as part 
of any plans to alter their 
surroundings. 

The works were put forward 
to Mr Banks after a wide- 
ranging consultation by Eng¬ 
lish Heritage. His was the 
final derision. A spokesman 
for the Department for Cul¬ 
ture. Media and Sport said: 


“We are now at a sufficient 
distance from the postwar 
period to be able to judge the 
artistic merit of these works." 

The other newly-listed an 
works include the memorial to 
President Kennedy at Runny- 
mede. Surrey: two sculptures 
designed by Barbara Hep# 
worm for the 1951 Festival of ' 
Britain Exhibition, and work 
by Henry Moore. 


17 cancer cases 
are found after 
flawed screening 


SEVENTEEN women are 
being treated for cancer after a 
recall of 1,000 patients whose 
breast screening was flawed. 
One thousand women were 
asked to return for a second 
mammogram by the Humber¬ 
side Breast Screening Service 
in January after ducks re¬ 
vealed that their X-rays were 
not as dear as they should 
have been. 

Hospital officials said that 
of the 17 women found to to 
have cancer, it may have been 
possible to detect the disease in 
six of the original mammo¬ 
grams. The other 11 have 
developed cancer since the 
first screening and their initial 
X-rays showed no signs of 
abnormality. 

Ian Galloway, medical di¬ 
rector at Royal Hull Hospitals 
NHS Trust, which manages 
the breast screening service, 
said: "We apologise for the 
distress these women have 
experienced and assure all of 
them that we have acted 
swiftly to ensure they receive 
the best possible treatment.” 

About 16.000 mammo¬ 
grams taken between April 
1995 and March 1996 were re¬ 
examined when routine 
checks showed that some did 
not meet quality control stan¬ 
dards. The second examina¬ 
tions led to the recall of 1.000 
women. 

Mr Galloway said none of 
the six women whose cancer 
coukl have been detected earli¬ 
er had noticed symptoms of 
the disease before the re- 
screening. 

“Screening is very effective . 
for the vast majority of women 
and, although it is not 100 per 
cent accurate, it remains the 
best way of improving the 


Health sendee manag¬ 
ers have been told by 
Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary, not to 
accept pay rises this year 
above the level awarded, 
to nurses and anefiliary 
staff. “They ought to 
recognise that you have 
got to set an example 
from the top," Mr Dob¬ 
son said yesterday after 
a survey showed that top 
health service managers 
were paid increases av¬ 
eraging 52 per cent last 
year, almost double the 
rise awarded to nurses. 
Nurses were awarded 
3.8 per cent this year, bat 
because the Government 
staged the increase, it is 
worth only 2.6 per cent 
over the financial year. 
"I expect managers to 
comply with what 1 have 
asked,” Mr Dobson 
said. Their basic salaries 
range from £41,000 to 
£110.000. 


outlook in breast cancer," he 
said. “I want to thank all the 
1,000 women who were in¬ 
volved in the re-screen and 
apologise for any anxiety we 
may have caused them." 

A small number of women 
are expected to develop 
cancerdurmg the standard 
three-year interval between 
screenings. Mr Galloway said 
that even with the 11 extra 
cases, the Humberside service 
fell within accepted limits fix 
cancers developing during 
thar interval. 


Gangster has to * 
miss book signing 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


THE Prison Service has 
stopped Ronnie Knight, for¬ 
mer husband of the actress 
Barbara Windsor, from leav¬ 
ing jail tomorrow after discov- 
enng he was to sign copies of 
his book in a London store. 

Prison staff acted after 
Knight, serving seven years 
for handling £300.000 of the 
proceeds of a £7 million rob¬ 
bery. prepared to travel “up 
west” from his cell at Send 
open prison in Surrey. He was 
to have been at Dillons book 
shop in Oxford Street signing 
copies of his latest book, in 
which he admits thar he was 
involved in a murder for 
which he was acquitted. 

Senior officials in the Prison 
Service were astonished to 



Knigh t broke rules 
by giving interview 


discover his plan, which was 
disclosed in a newspaper 
interview. They were con¬ 
cerned at possible protests 
from the public that a map 
serving a jail term should te 
allowed to take part in a public 
relations exercise. 

Knight, 64. was told that te 
had broken prison rules by 
giving the newspaper inter¬ 
view and that his leave had 
been suspended. Prison staff 
will consider whether further 
disciplinary action should he 
taken. That could mean a loss 
of privileges or a return 
closed conditions. 

As a Category D offender 
being held in an open jail and 
coming towards the end of hfe 
sentence. Knight is is on tte 
prison's enhanced regime and 
« allowed four community 
visits a month, enabling him 
to travel to London. 

In his interview in the 
London Evening Standard & 
said: “I love going to tlic 
shops, and walking round- 

passing women smelling foot . 
smells. 1 have got used to all 
that," Earlier this year KnigW 
was pictured m the preS&. 
walking in Leicester Squaiw 
before going to see the fill? 
Tttanfc. 5; 

Neither the publishers rf 
Memoirs and Confessions t»r 
Dillons was available for com¬ 
ment last night. ?- 
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Scientists 
see light in 
search for 
green fuel 

By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


;A SOLAR cell which can split 
water into hydrogen and oxy- 
. gen has been developed by two 
^American researchers. It is 
being seen as a milestone in 
the generation of alternative 
fuels by environmentally be¬ 
nign methods. 

• Using only the power of 
light the cell breaks up the 
water, creating hydrogen 
•which could be used as a 
substitute for oi]-based fuels in 
everything from cars to power 
stations. 

The cell converts 125 per 
cent of the light falling on to it 
into fuel, twits as much as 
earlier devices have done. The 
hydrogen it produces is still 
^ three times as expensive as 
“rhat produced from natural 
gas. but does not depend on 
limited gas reserves and 
there is room for further 
improvement 

The device, which has been 
produced by the chemists 
John Turner and Oscar 
Khaselev at the US National 
Renewable Energy Laborato¬ 
ry in Golden. Colorado, uses a 
simple process. Solar cells 
generate electricity, and elec¬ 
tricity can be used to split 
water into its components, 
hydrogen and oxygen. But 
using such a two-stage process 
is inefficient 

What Drs Turner and 
Khaselev have done is to 
jpombine the two in a cell 
which can be immersed in 
water and cany out the pro¬ 


cess in a single device. In 
Science, they report that they 
achieved this using a sand¬ 
wich-like cell made of two 
different semiconductors — 
gallium indium phosphide 
and gallium arsenide. They 
used two semiconductors 
because water will release 
oxygen and hydrogen only if ir 
is exposed to electrical charges 
at exactly the right energy 
range. 

The gallium indium phos¬ 
phide, which absorbs ultravio¬ 
let and visible light, produces 
electrons of the right energy 
range to release hydrogen, 
while the gallium arsenide, 
which absorbs infrared light, 
is ideal for releasing oxygen. A 
protective transparent coating 
is used to protect the gallium 
arsenide from damage by 
water when it is immersed, 
but the other semiconductor is 
stable in water and needs no 
protection. 

In the experiments, a tung¬ 
sten lamp was used to produce 
the light to drive the cells. In 
practice, sunlight concentrat¬ 
ed by a lens would have done 
as well. 

The main limitation is the 
cost of the devices, which 
make the hydrogen they pro¬ 
duce three times as expensive 
as that produced by stripping 
it from natural gas with 
superheated steam. The two 
chemists are now looking for 
cheaper semiconductors to do 
the same job. 


Freedom at last for 
Weatherfield One 


By A Correspondent 


THE nation will breathe a 
collective sigh of relief to¬ 
night as foe Weatherfield 
One walks free from jail after 
a three-week sped behind 
bars for a crime she did not 
commit—in a place that docs 
not exist 

Champagne corks will pop 
as Deirdre Rachid of Coro¬ 
nation Street finally gets bail 
pending an appeal, after a 
public campaign backed fay 
T-shirts, graffiti and news¬ 
paper columns. Even foe 
Prime Minister and foe 
^Home Secretary were roped 
into the uproar that followed 
foe conviction of Mrs Rachid 

— foe actress Anne Kirkbride 

— and legal experts were 
quoted with longue stuck 
firmly in cheek. 

It will not be only in foe 


Rovers Return that glasses 
will be raised in celebration. 
Such is foe audience involve¬ 
ment in the programme — 
ranging from foe sad 1 and 
mad to foe post-modernists 
who smother their involve¬ 
ment under irony — that 
thousands called Granada 
TV in protest at foe sentence. 

The plot was successful in 
pushing up Coronation 
Street's ratings to 16.47 mil¬ 
lion viewers, compared with 
15.83 million for BBC rival 
EastEaders. Tonight will 
continue the drama when foe 
world's most unlikely Cleopa¬ 
tra is caught in a clinch with 
old flame Mike Baldwin by 
his wife. “Eee" as they say In 
Weatherfield. “by ’cck." 


Television, page 47 
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Gross % Annual 

Gross % Monthly* 

£100,000 or more 

75 5 

750 

£25,000-£99,999 

7.50 

755 

£10,000-£24,999 

750 

7.07 




£250,000 or more 

6.65 

6.46 

£ 100,000 - £249,999 6.45 

657 

£25,000-£99,999 

6.10 

5.94 

£10,000-£24,999 

5.65 

5.51 
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1 2-month Bond 
6-month Bond 


Gross % (applied) 

6.15 

5.77 


Gross %(CAR)t 

6.15 

5.85 


■ Monthly rain, whm compounded, equal the annual rates slttwn- 
^Compounded annual me wben raterest added to dir account. 

PetaiW ill rates are available br calhoR the special Ratetinr on QHI1 718020 
or from any branch of Chehenhain fie Gloucester pic. 

C&G Channel Islands Limited 

C&lC Channel Islands Ltd. P.O. Bo* 262. St Peter Pott, Guernsey, 
Channel Islands GYI 3QS. Telephone 01481 715422- Fa* QHSl 715496. 

f lunnd libad, Lmoud is nuorpoiaud. and has ib prinopal fdacenf busiaen, 

in Guernsey. Register'd Office I SnaAStiw. 5c ftler Pun. Goctmrr 

I, „ j wfadli -uaned mbaidiuy of CJrefcnlfcam & Ck-Ottoer I* 

.. fcnclsnd and Wales. The uhiinar pant company i» Lleyib TSB Gro up pfc s 'flaji 
r petered in Soaland. C&G Claasd Islands UandI* 

hcihrGiKTiurr RnanddSeivkts Commission under the BMkit^Supnnsoo 

(Railrwk L u( Guernsey} Law l*M. as amended. 

n-wHin made with C&G Channel Islands Limited art pne covrfed by the 
Drpurix Piotmiaa Scheme under die UK BanLuif Act IW. 

the »d paid-up ^hlsI of C&G Channel Idinds Ltmiird wared £M imBoo. 

Copin of the most mem audited aaonu arc available no rrqpcn- 

Wl . ml , .hansr ihe raid ot those ausesu it any rime. II «r do. W will idl ™“ 1 
M UaB oncrtSe ** m the eondruoiB. Hare dunces can aflact these 

j^ounu' relative tnmpemiraiess and »c cunot jnonusc that rate* 

■iB b* bnrer than ihoic wailaWr dwwbere 



lighting foe way: Eddie Matthews, the principal keeper, will stay on as attendant to foe Lizar d lighthouse, where he has served for ten years 


Lighthouse 
veteran is 
replaced by 
computer 

FOR foe keeper of the lizard 
lighthouse, on foe southern¬ 
most point in mainland Brit¬ 
ain. yesterday was “the 
saddest day of my working 
life”. It was foe day Eddie 
Matthews. Britain’s longest- 
serving keeper, banded over 
control to a computer. The 

twin-towered lighthouse in 
Cornwall is now controlled 
from Harwich, Essex. 

The move means there are 
only three maim ed fight- 
houses remaining as foe 
Trinity House automation 
programme nears comp¬ 
letion. 

Mr Matthew. 59. and 42 
years with Trinity House, 
said he understood why the 
decision bad been taken, with 
technology moving ok the 
disadvantage was foot “you 
take away foe local know¬ 
ledge and foe byes of foe 
keepers”, essential when 
people fell off difis or swim¬ 
mers got into trouble 
The first lighthouse on foe 
notoriously hazardous Liz¬ 
ard peninsula was built in 
1619 by Sir John Kifligrew, a 
Conushinan. Hie present 
light was completed in 1751. 


Brighter Homes 
Brilliant Prices 
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20% OFF 

Do It AH Design Collection Ranges—up to 
i6 co-ordinating styles to choose from. 
Collections include bed linen, wallcoverings, lamp 
shades and curtains. e.g. Georgetown collection, 
available in iime/orange or blue/yeilow 



£4 OFF 

Contemporary stencil uplighters, available in 
cream and orange 
Was £14.99 

Now £10.99 


£2 OFF 

Du lux Pure Brilliant White 
emulsion, 5L 
Was £11.99 

Now £9.99 





COLOURED WALLCOVERINGS 


* 



20% OFF 


Do it All coloured emulsions, 2.5L 
including new season colours 
Was £10.49 

Now £8.39 



15% OFF 


All ceramic wall and floor tiles 



IT ALL 




lure' 


9 DO IT ALL HELPLINE FREE HELP AND ADVICE 7 DAYS A WEEK 0800 436 436 

OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. ‘OFFER EXCLUDES SPECIAL ORDER WALLCOVERINGS. 
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An offer that’s extremely good value on the road, and heaven forbid, rather useful should 
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For more information call 0345 186186 or visit www.rovercars.com. 
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, Shake-up pledged 
to beat detention 
centre shambles 


OfflB HARRIS 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


A LARGE expansion of immi¬ 
gration and asylum detention 
centres is planned bv the 
Government after the Home 
Office admitted yesterday that 
the present system was a 
“shambles and mess". 

The overhaul, which will 
include the imposition of 
• greater controls at existing 
” centres, came as the Home 
Office prepared to renew for 
three years Group 4’s contract 
to run Camps field House de¬ 
tention centre at Kidlington 
hear Oxford. Mike O’Brien, 
the Immigration Minister, an¬ 
nounced that private-sector 
firms would manage the ex¬ 
panded network of detention 
centres in which the regimes 
would be much more struc¬ 
tured. 

The minister unveiled his 
plans as Sir David Rams- 
botham, the Chief Inspector of 


Prisons, published a report 
into Campsfield House w hich 
criticised government policy 
towards detention and aspects 
of the way Group 4 runs the 
centre, which currently houses 
97 detainees. Sir David 
warned that unless there were 
more controls at Campsfield 
House there was a danger of a 
repeat of the riot there last 
August 

Mr O'Brien criticised cam¬ 
paigners who attacked condi¬ 
tions at Campsfield House as 
well as pressure groups and 
lawyers who delayed the-pro¬ 
cessing of asylum applica¬ 
tions. He said: “This report 
must be a blow to some of the 
pressure groups who had said 
that detention should be ended 
and particularly those who are 
trying to close Campsfield 
House.” 

Mr O’Brien said of Sir 
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A typical timetable: the activities were criticised 


David’s inspection report “It 
is likely to result in more 
detention centres, an expan¬ 
sion of the estate to reduce the 
reliance on the temporary use 
of prisons as resources allow. 
It is likely that the relaxed 
regimes will be much more 
controlled in the future.” 

He admitted that — with 
50400 asylum applications 
currently with the Home Of¬ 
fice and 23,000 in the appeals 
system — the current system- 
was in disarray. He said: “It is 
a mess. Sir David has 
described it as a shambles, 
and there is no contention on 
that between us." 

Sir David'S inspection re¬ 
port found that the Govern¬ 
ment had set aside 
£82 million in 1997-98 to re¬ 
move 7,500 people. It cost 
£5.800 to remove a person 
needing a security or medical 
escort and an average £680 for 
an unescorted deportation. In 
1996 21,000 people were re¬ 
moved at ports and 5.000 as a 
result of enforcement action. 

The report is critical both of 
immigration detention policy 
and some of Group 4*s run¬ 
ning of the centre, including 
the long hours staff bad to 
work which left them 
“exhausted”. 

Sir David called for judicial 
oversight of decisions to detain 
immigrants, die appointment 
of a Director of Detainees, a 
separate detention service and 
legislation to define the exact 
powers of staff when they use 
force in centres. The report 
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Campsfield House detention centre: the contract for the private firm running it will be renewed for three years 


said that Group 4 had made 
significant improvements 
since the last inspection in 
spite of “totally inadequate 
contract monitoring and com¬ 
pliance arrangements, some 
of which defy rational 
explanation". 

Sir David said he was 
disturbed at the condition and 
untidiness of many inmates' 
rooms and criticised the ab¬ 
sence of staff in the visits 
room. He condemned the gen¬ 
eral lack of purpose in the 
centre although, as the detain¬ 
ees . are faring no criminal 
charges, they cannot be forced 
to take part in activities. 

“The regime was relaxed 
and almost unstructured: 
there was free association 
throughout the centre". Sir 


David said. In spite of male 
detainees being binned from 
entering the female wing with¬ 
out an escort, eight woman 
had become pregnant since 
1993 which resulted in five 
abortions. 

The report says^We found a 
pleasant but altogether aim¬ 
less atmosphere in the occu¬ 
pied areas. We also found 
great variation in the amount 
of contact that Group 4 staff 
had with detainees. There 
should be a concerted effort by 
all staff to motivate and en¬ 
courage detainees to make use 
of the activities available to 
them.” 

Managers at the centre com¬ 
plained that staff were re¬ 
quired to work too long hours 
with supervisors complaining 
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of seven consecutive 12-hour 
shifts which, if renegotiated, 
meant a loss of pay. Ordinary 
custody officers worked over¬ 
time to supplement basic pay 
and towards the end of the 
week were “exhausted”. 

The report said: “We contin¬ 
ue to have concern that Group 
4 staff were working sched¬ 
uled shifts and overtime which 
placed too much strain on 
individual staff to the inevita¬ 
ble detriment of their effective¬ 
ness” Last night Group 4 said 
it had changed shift patterns 
at the centre without any loss 
of pay to staff. 

The Refugee Council 
described Sir David’s report 
as “timely”, saying he had 


him seekers detained in the 
UK. “More than half of those 
detained now have not had 
any decision about their asy¬ 
lum claims, and while de¬ 
tained they have fewer rights 
than people charged with a 
criminal offence," Rachel 
Rees, the communications di¬ 
rector. said. 

Evan Harris, Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrat MP for Oxford West and 
Abingdon, condemned die 
Government’s response to the 
report as “churlish and disap¬ 
pointing”. He said: “They 
reject the serious criticism of 
the use of prison spaces for 
detaining asylum seekers, and 
they give no view about the 
recommendation that there 
should be judicial oversight of 
derisions to detain.” 


as timely”, saying he had recommendation that there 
highlighted many of the “tern- should be judicial oversight of 
ble problems” faced by asy- derisions to detain.” 

Doctors raise 
fears over top 
mental hospital 


By Russell Jenkins 


SENIOR medical staff at Ash¬ 
worth Hospital, which houses 
dangerous psychopaths, have 
expressed "grave concern” at 
the way it is being run. 

Fifteen forensic psychia¬ 
trists at the hospital on Mer¬ 
seyside have written to senior 
management to complain 
about the chief executive. Hil¬ 
ary Hodge. In the letter, which 
was leaked to the media, they 
claim that she has interfered 
with clinical affairs, made 
“serious errors” and made 
derisions which “should be the 
prerogative of clinicians". 

The dispute centres on the 
recent appointment of Bob 
Johnson, a former prison psy¬ 
chiatrist, as head of therapy. 
The psychiatrists claim that 
the post was not advertised 
and that no formal appoint¬ 
ment procedure took place. 

The letter, to Paid Lever, 
chairman of the hospital auth¬ 
ority board, comes as the Fall¬ 
on inquiry into allegations that 
patients had access to drugs 
and pornography is about to 
resume public hearings. 

Girish Shetty stood down as 
director of medicine at the 
hospital last month and for¬ 
mally resigned on Wednes¬ 
day. Insiders suggest that he 
quit over changes being made 
by the new management with¬ 
out consultation. 

Meanwhile, many of the 
hospital’s 900 nurses are pur¬ 
suing a grievance over pay 
and conditions to an industrial 
tribunal this month and union 
leaders refuse to rule out 
industrial action. One senior 


figure described morale with¬ 
in foe hospital as “very poor. 

The dispute between the 
psychiatrists and the manage¬ 
ment comes as Ms Hodge and 
her team are trying to institute 
new management procedures. 
She took up her post in Octob¬ 
er. eight months after her 
predecessor left in the wake of 
the allegations that led to the 
setting up of the inquiry. 

The psychiatrists’ letter re¬ 
veals what they call “grave 
concerns" over management 
practices. These include alle¬ 
gations that the new head of 
therapy’s qualifications and 
experience were not subject to 
proper evaluation, that clini¬ 
cal procedure is being “rir- 
cumvented" and that senior 
doctors’ concerns are not 
being addressed. 

Hugh Lament, a spokes¬ 
man for the hospital, said that 
it was undergoing rapid 
change after foe events that 
led to the Fallon inquiry. Inev- 1 
itabfy this had led to anxiety. , 
He said: “During a time of 
change people feel concern 
and worry. Management has 
to make foe process as quick, 
and painless as possible. This 
sort of thing (the leaked letter] 
can be sorted out internally.” 

The hospital issued a formal 
statement: “Issues between the 
consultant body and the exec¬ 
utive team are internal mat¬ 
ters to be discussed and re¬ 
solved within the hospital. The 
consultants and the executive 
team agree that it is not appro¬ 
priate for these discussions to 
take place through foe media.” 
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Thousands phone 
over HIV midwife 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 

THOUSANDS of worried worked have traced foe 
mothers rang an emergency women who were given surgi- 
hetpBne opened yesterday cal treatment by foe midwife 
after a midwife who worked during their deliveries. The 
at three maternity hospitals Wexham Park Hospital at 
over tbe past decade disclosed Slough. Berkshire, where she 
that she was HIV-positive. trained between 1988 and 
Calls were received from 1990: the Rosie Maternity 
more than 3.000 mothers. Hospital in Cambridge where 
even though only 60 women she worked from September, 
have been identified as being 1995 until this month; and the 
at slight risk of having been Princess Alexandra Hospital 
infected with the virus, which in Harlow, Essex, where she 
leads to Aids. These 60 did advanced training last 
women had been given surgj- December, have contacted aff 
cal treatment by the midwife the mothers who might be at 
while their babies were being risk, 
delivered. “She may have had HIV ten 

Ad den brook e“s NHS Trust years ago but we simply do 
in Cambridge, for whom the not know." a spokeswoman at 
midwife was working until Addenbrooke’s said. “We are 
ten days aga is hying to find erring on the side of caution 
out how tong she may have in tracing everyone." 
carried foe infection. The Other women ringing the 
midwife was working abroad helpline, mi 0808-1001343. are 
for five years after she quaff- bring offered counselling and 
fied in 1990, but so far she has screening if they want it, al- 
been unable to show exactly though they are bring assured 
when she became infected. that there is no reason why 
Because of this, all foe any of them could have caught 
hospitals in Britain where she the virus from the midwife. 
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Couple sell 
up to pay 
for coast 
challenge 

By Tim Joints 

A COUPLE have sold 
their home and most of 
their possessions to follow 
a dream of walking 
around Britain's 4.600- 
mile coastline. 

Chris and Linda Pea- 
dier believe that they will 
be the first pair of grand¬ 
parents to complete the 
trek, which they expect to 
take about a year. 

They will have a gentle 
start on the flailands of 
East Anglia next month, 
but are already dreading 
the Highlands. Mr Pea- 
cher. 46. said: “Although 
we have been doing 16- 
mile wal ks a day as part of 
our training, we haven't 
been able to tackle any 
hills." 

Mr and Mrs Peadaer 
have sold their House in 
Norwich for £36.000. 
Their tyre business will be 
run by their three child¬ 
ren. The couple, who have 
three grandchildren, hope 
to raise money for multi¬ 
ple sclerosis patients. 


Children spurn heroes 
over the detested sprout 


IT IS something many parents 
might already have suspected 
after a showdown at the 
dining table: not even the 
combined forces of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and the Spice 
Girls could persuade a child to 
eat a disliked vegetable. 

An opinion poll for the 
Cancer Research Campaign 
has been crying to find out 
what sort of inducement 
would be necessary to induce 
children to eat a vegetable they 
detest. The answer is that the 
price of the most successful 
bribe — a ticket to a pop 
concert — is too high, and that 
even persuasion from celebri¬ 
ties would make no difference. 

In the end. parents might be 
better off just talking. While 
only 16 per cent of children 
said that famous people might 
influence them, nearly half 
said that they would listen to 
their father or mother, and a 
quarter said their grandpar¬ 
ents were most influential. 

Three out of four children 
aged 7 to 12 dislike at least one 
vegetable, and greens are es¬ 
pecially hated. Brussels 
sprouts were the most detest¬ 
ed, followed by pumpkin, 
spinach, broad beans and 
swedes. Broccoli, cabbage. 


If they won’t eat their greens, not 
even Arnold Schwarzenegger can 
tempt them, reports Ian Murray 


mushrooms, onions and run¬ 
ner beans are tolerated by 
about half. Only carrots, pota¬ 
toes. sweetcom and cauli¬ 
flower are enjoyed by a clear 
majority. Children from the 
better-off families were the 1 
fussiest eaters. 

With a third of cancers 
caused by diet, the campaign 
wanted to find out what child¬ 
ren would demand to eat 
enough vegetables to get them 
used to a balanced diet. Gor¬ 
don McVie, director-general of 
the campaign, said: “What we 
found was that children were 
open to bribes but the stakes 
had to be pretty high. 

“Everyday pastimes such as 
watching television or playing 
computer games held little 
sway. The activity that would 
Ik able to make the most kids 
eat their greens was going to 
see their favourite fond in 
concert — not something you 
could do every night If 
chiiden are hooked on veg at 


an early age. then they are far 
less likely to have teatime 
tantrums. Kids may think 
they have die upper hand and 
they may have a dear idea 
about what they will trade in 
to get out of eating their 
vegetables, but we are worried 
that they are unaware of the 
real price they may be unwit¬ 
tingly paying in terms of their 
future health." 

The 437 children from 51 
regions questioned in the 
Mori poll were asked what 
activity' would need to be 
offered or'put at risk to induce 
them to eat a vegetable they 
disliked. The scale of influence 
was: listening to die radio. 32 
per cenu playing with a cyber 
pet 37 per cent reading. 42 
per cent going shopping. 43 
per cent; playing with 
Nintendo or Gamebpy, 45 per 
cent watching television and 
videos, 56 per cent; going to a 
disco or party. 54 per cent; 
playing football, 59 per cent 


horse riding, 63 per cent The 
greatest pulling power, and 
the most expensive bribe, was 
going to see a favourite band 
in concert, which scored 70 per 
cent Questioned on celebrity 
persuaders, 4 per cent said 
they could be influenced by the 
Spice Girls. Ryan Giggs, Ar¬ 
nold Schwarzenegger and 
David Beckham and would 
influence 1 per cent 

The poll was organised for 
the campaign by Iceland 
foods, who last year launched 
a 'range of flavoured vegeta¬ 
bles, including chocolate-coat¬ 
ed . carrots. After', initial 
success, sales fell and the 
“wacky vegetables" were with¬ 
drawn. Malcolm Walker, 
chairman of the Iceland 
Group, said: The important 
thing is that we raised aware¬ 
ness of the need to eat plenty of 
vegetables and we are gradu¬ 
ally increasing sales of them 
all the time now. That must be 
good for the health of the 
nation.” 

Iceland has now introduced 
a coloured chip, mixing potato 
with carrot or spinach. Mr 
Walker said: “If children Uke 
them, they may decide spin¬ 
ach on its own isn't so bad 
after all.” 









Elizabeth Johnson, who has not been seen since she went to visit her boyfriend 
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DETECTIVES searching for 
a nurse who has been missing 
for almost a week yesterday 
began dragging a river near 
her borne. 

Elizabeth Johnson, 26. a 
psychiatric nurse who works 
at' Homerton Hospital in 
Hackney. East London, has 
not been seen since she left 
her flat in Shoreditch to visit 
her boyfriend in Wapping late 
at night on Good Friday. 

Police say it is inconceiv¬ 
able she would leave her sister 
Caroline. 16. who was staying 
with her for a week, alone 
overnight as she would not 
even let her go to the shops on 
her own. No money has been 
taken from Miss Johnson’s 
account and they can find no 
reason for her to vanish. It is 
thought she set off on foot to 
visit her boyfriend. 

Police search teams using 
dogs and a helicopter have 
already scoured a local nature 
reserve she liked to visit on 
Hackney Marshes and the 
area around the River Lea. 
Yesterday they also began 
house-to-house inquiries near 
where she lives and to drag 
the River Lea. 

Her parents, who live in 
Staffordshire but travelled to 
London on Sunday a few 
hours afer the alarm was 


raised, have appealed for 
their daughter, who is 5ft 2in 
with curly black hair, to get in $ 
touch. Alan Johnson, a com¬ 
pany director, said: “Please let 
us know that you are all right 
There is no problem that is 
too big it cannot be solved. If 
you want to hide away for any 
reason that is also no problem 
but please let us know you are 
safe." 

Her mother. June, added: 
“We are absolutely devastat¬ 
ed. She was a happy-go-lucky 
girl This is totally out of 
character for her .“ 

Appealing to her daughter 
she said: “We know you are 
out there somewhere. Please 
let us know you are safe even 
if you don’t want to be found." 

Detective Inspector Dick 
Bond, who is leading the 
inquiry, said: “It’s fair to say 
we are becoming increasingly 
concerned for her as the hours 
and days go by. This is 
completely out of character. 
She is a young good looking 
girl with a steady job and tike 
flat and there is no reason we 
can Gnd for her to leave all ¥) 
that" 

Miss Johnson was wearing 
black zip-up ankle boots, a 
charcoal grey fleece top. a 
black puffer jacket and a 
black knitted hat. 
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Women do 
as farms branch out 


MICHAEL POWELL 


FARM ERS* wives are the new 
agricultural entrepreneurs, 
diversifying into shops and 
nature trails while their hus¬ 
bands complain about crip¬ 
pling interference from Brus¬ 
sels. 

Women are also increasing¬ 
ly managing the finances and 
the complex paperwork of 
quotas and subsidies, the 
Women's Farming Union an¬ 
nual conference was told yes¬ 
terday. It is the women who 
have branched out into pick- 
your-own produce, children’s 
farms, farm shops, farm trails 
and bed and breakfast yet 


ByLin Jenkins 


they are still not being paid 
nor being made legal partners 
in the businesses they run. 
Ruth Gass on. research fellow 
at the University of Londons 
Wye College, told the confer¬ 
ence at the college in Kent 

Agriculture is lagging be¬ 
hind the general social outlook 
in its attitude to equal opportu¬ 
nities. she said. A recent 
survey found that half of all 
farmers had identified a suc¬ 
cessor and of those 76 per cent 
named a son or sons and only 
6 per cent a daughter. 

Dr Gasson said most men 
were in farming through in¬ 


heritance whereas most 
women ended up there 
through marriage. Yet studies 
found that they no longer 
spent their days baking, tend¬ 
ing the kitchen garden and 
collecting the eggs. With farm¬ 
ing now so much less labour 
intensive than in the past, 
some women worked 60 to 80 
hours a week on the farm. 
While only one in len farms is 
run by a lone woman, cm 
many others a husband and 
wife are the sole labour force; 
at least “until a son comes 
bade from college and she is 
told she can go back to the 

MICK OBJ. 



Ruth Gasson. who said that women’s role in managing farms had gone unrewarded 

Archers misses a bull’s eye 


By Our Agriculture Correspondent 


ROLE models for gogetting 
farmers' wives, whether in 
fiction or life, are few and far 
between in a male-dominat¬ 
ed world. 

Even The Archers, always 
sensitive to social trends, has 
been fairly restrained in pro¬ 
moting female entrepreneurs 
on the farm. The best exam¬ 
ple is Pal Archer, who ten 
years ago found a commer¬ 
cial outlet for the organic 
yoghurt and ice cream she 
and her husband, Tony, pro¬ 
duce on Bridge Farm. 

Helen Browning, chair¬ 


woman of the Soil Associ¬ 
ation and one of Britain’s 
leading organic farmers, of¬ 
fers a more inspiring exam¬ 
ple than any of her fictional 
counterparts. In 1989 die 
look over management of the 
IJ3fr«re Easfbrook Farm in 
Wiltshire .from her father 
and derided to convert to 
organic methods. 

She now has an on-farm 
butchery and runs a thriving 
man-order badness for her 
organic beet pork, lamb and 
sausages. 

However, women are still 


nearly invisible in the tngber 
ranks of die National Farm¬ 
ers’ Union. Mary James, who 
runs a beef farm near Bristol 
with her husband, is the only 
woman out of tbe 93 mem¬ 
bers who make up the 
union’s ruling council. 

“I have been in full legal 
partnership on the farm since 
die day we married 30 years 
ago,” she said. “Bnt I am 
lucky to have an enlightened 
husband. 

“We sdll have a long way to 
go to get equality for women 
on the farm.” 


kitchen**. About 70 per cent of 
farmers’ wives do the greater 
part of die office work and 75 
per cent keep the financial 
records. They are also expect¬ 
ed to deal with callers, fetch 
spgre parts for machinery, 
pick up drugs from the vet and 
“take responsibility for the 
reproduction of the. labour 
force”. Dr Gasson said. 

“They are also expected to 
be a safety valve and sounding 
board in an increasingly iso¬ 
lated business, mediator be¬ 
tween father and son. and oil 
the wheels to make die farm 
run. Bui none of these tasks is 
regarded as proper work." 

She said that in an era when 
women expect and demand to 
have their own careers, with 
their own salary and pension, 
farming had to change. 
“Women are contributing 
more than they did in the past 
to the average farm business." 

Research found that 27 per 
cent ran some sort of diversi¬ 
fied enterprise on the farm 
such as letting holiday cot¬ 
tages or running an open 
farm. However, legal status 
was slow in coming. In 198056 
per cent of farmers' wives 
were recognised as a partner 
or director and in 1996 that 
figure had risen to only 66 per' 
cent “We will not see equal 
opportunity in fanning, until 
there is a radical change in 
farm succession. The attitudes 
of the rest of society are slow in 
penetrating the male-dominat¬ 
ed world of agriculture.” - 

The union, which has about 
1.000 members, was set up 19 
years ago to fight to protect the 
Kent apple industry from 
cheap French imports of Gold¬ 
en Delicious. Its members 
focus cm providing a link 
between farms and tbe con¬ 
sumer. promoting British 
produce. 

Meg Stroude, its chairwdnF 
an. who farms in Sussex with : 
her husband, said: “Women’s; 
role in farming has changed 
dramatically. What they want 
now is recognition .thaUbey 
are doing a proper job.".;, '.T . ' 



Standing tall: guards keeping watch in Lincolnshire yesterday over a field of asparagus intended for Tesco 

Security guards stop thieves 
eating into asparagus profits 
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By Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE 
.. CORRESPONDENT 

• SECURITY guards have been 
hired by a supermarket chain 
to protea its asparagus from 
thieves exploiting the flood 
chaos. Patrols began yester¬ 
day around fields in the Lin¬ 
colnshire fens after Tesco 
found that asparagus worth 
about £500 had been stolen. 

More guards were on stand¬ 
by to protea suppliers’ farms 
in the Vale of Evesham and 
Suffolk. Andrew Carpenter. 
Tesco’S asparagus buyer, said: 
"There is a always a big 
.demand for the first English 
asparagus, and we cannot 
afford to see any of our crop 
disappearing. 

; “The thieves struck at the 
edges of fields during the early 
morning -or-at night They 
would hove had little trouble 
selling their haul and with 
■aspar^ps fcttiun g €1.99 for a 
/puzj^eof^n^^s^fr^s 

tfcejwark of 


FLOOD CLAIMS IN MILLIONS 


NFU Mutual, the main 
farm insurance company, 
said yesterday it had al¬ 
ready received riaiiw run¬ 
ning into several milli on 
pounds as a result of bad 
weather over Easter. They 
were mainly for damage 
caused by Qoodwater pour¬ 
ing through farmhouses 
and through farm build¬ 
ings, destroying machinery 


and crops in storage. Oth¬ 
er farmers watched help¬ 
lessly as livestock was 
swept away in the floods, 
and some vegetable grow¬ 
ers lost their entire crops. 
Ian Bowers, who farms in 
Northamptonshire, is to 
daim about £10.000 for 180 
ewes that were drowned by 
rising waters from tbe Riv¬ 
er Nene. 


ing as dose an eye on their 
fields as they would normally.” 

Thieves may also have cal¬ 
culated that the floods, partic¬ 
ularly in the Vale of Evesham, 
one of the main asparagus 
areas, will reduce the size of 
the crop and make it more 
valuable. 

Harvesting of English as¬ 
paragus. prized for its strong, 
sweet flavour, usually starts 
about now and runs through 
.to mid-June. Growers said 
yesterday that the heavy rain 
'HfikrfoSK aiF ''would delay harvesting but 
vantage of the confusion ■ would not wipe out the crop, 
caused by the floods, which Victor Aveling, chairman of 
prevented growers from keep- the Asparagus Growers* Asso¬ 


ciation, who farms in the 
Cambridgeshire fens, said: 
“My asparagus is looking very 
damp, rather as if the sea had 
just come in and gone out But, 
provided that crops are not left 
standing under water for a 
long time, no permanent dam¬ 
age should have been done.” 

John Colegrave. who grows 
asparagus near Banbury. Ox¬ 
fordshire. said the heavy rains 
could turn out to be a blessing 
if followed by warm weather 
in late April and May. “We 
have lost some crop to frost 
rather than the floods. But the 
main harvest comes in a 
month’s time, and if we get a 


hot May we could well see a 
bumper crop.” 

□ Heavy rain has wiped out 
the chances of breeding suc¬ 
cess for rare wading birds and 
wildfowl on the Ouse and 
Nene washes in Cambridge¬ 
shire. the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds said. Water 
levels at the RSPB’s reserve on 
tbe Ouse washes, west of Ely. 
have risen 25 metres in the 
past five days to nearly 45 me 
tres above sea level. 75cm 
above the previous record. 

The Nene washes, outside 
Peterborough, are four metres 
above sea level their highest 
since 1947. The two reserves 
support just over 30 pairs of 
black-tailed godwits. three- 
quarters of the British popula¬ 
tion. and are important 
breeding grounds for several 
hundred pairs of snipe, lap¬ 
wings and redshanks plus 
breeding dudes such as gad- 
walls and mallards. 

Paul Lewis, spokesman for 
the RSPB. said: “Many of 
these birds are very site- 
faithful and are likely to wait 
around hoping for the water 
levels to fall. As a result the 
breeding season is a complete 
washout” 
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Thatcher’s remarkable 
wordsmith dies aged 78 


By Philip Webster 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

THE speechwriter who 
spanned three Conservative 
eras and gave Margaret 
Thatcher her celebrated “the 
lady's not for turning" line, 
died yesterday at the age of 7S. 

Baroness Thatcher and 
John Major led the tributes to. 
the “remarkable talent" of Sir 
Ronald Millar, one of the most 
popular backroom figures in 
Tory politics. He was the man 
successive leaders relied on to 
come to die rescue at moments 
of crisis |n the laborious 
process of penning the speech¬ 
es for big occasions. 

Lady Thatcher said she had 
lost “a very great friend who 
contributed so much to my 
being able to express what I 
felt and meant in words that 1 
think only an author could 
have written, particularly dur¬ 
ing my early days". 

She added: “When you are 
struggling for words, strug¬ 
gling to put something in a 
way which will make an 
impact, Ronnie knew just how 
to do it. He was also a very 
great friend and he thorough¬ 
ly believed in everything we 
tried to do." 

Mr Major said he would 
remember Sir Ronald as a 
"warm friend on a cold day". 
For years he had been a source 
of wise advice and wry com¬ 
ment with an insight that 
never let him down. “His 
phrase-making was magical 
but I shall remember him 
always for his sense of fun." 

Lord TebbiL a former Cabi¬ 
net minister and Conservative 


chairman, said: "1 personally 
shall miss him. a man of 
enormous talent and great 
good humour, with the ^ft of 
finding the right words, not 
least for Margaret Thatcher." 
Lord Parkinson, the Conser¬ 
vative chairman, said Sir Ron¬ 
ald was a brilliant writer and 
a “very fine person". 

King Constantine said he 
had the pleasure of working 
wjNp him and he was the 
uffinate professional. “He 
han the great gift of under¬ 


standing the person speaking 
and the audience being ad¬ 
dressed and using as few 
words as possible to join them 
together. He was a very 
thoughtful man and had the 
wonderful ability to mix 
knowledge and humour." 

He was a distinguished 
playwright and screenwriter 
before turning to politics aged 
50. In 1964 he had a hit with 
the musical Robert and Eliza¬ 
beth . and he adapted four 
C.P. Snow novels for the stage. 


As a speechwriter, he was in 
greatest demand at party con¬ 
ferences as leaders wrestled 
with their final day. set-piece 
addresses. Sir Ronald was in 
the habit of holding back his 
best lines, knowing dial that 
Lady Thatcher almost invari¬ 
ably rejected the first drafts of 
her speeches. 

It was Mrs Thatcher’s defi¬ 
ant cry during the Conserva¬ 
tive conference of 1980. at the 
height of her battle with the 
"wets", for which Sir Ronald 

In 1980, Millar 
wrote the words 
that set the tone 
for the Thatcher 
years: “You turn 
if you want to. 
The lady’s not 
for turning” 


will always be remembered. 

The Importance of the 
speech is recalled by Lady 
Thatcher in .her memoirs. 
“The parly was worried and so 
was 1. Our strategy was the 
right one. but the price of 
putting it into effect was 
proving so high... However I 
was unerly convinced of one 
thing: there was no chance of 
achieving that fundamental 
change of attitudes which was 
required to wrench Britain out 
of decline if people believed 


that we were prepared to alter 
course under pressure. I made 
the point with a line provided 
by Ronnie Millar." 

Mrs Thatcher’s declaration: 
“You turn if you want to. The 
lady’s not for turning," was to 
set the tone for the rest of her 
administration. 

Sir Ronald was always at 
her side for subsequent confer¬ 
ence speeches, and in 1984 was 
in her suite in the Grand Hotel 
in Brighton minutes before the 
IRA bomb exploded. 

When she became Prime 
Minister in 1979. he suggested 
that she face the world’s press 
with the words attributed to St 
Francis, beginning: “Where 
there is discord, may we bring 
harmony”. She promptly 
learnt them by heart. 

Sir Ronald had begun writ¬ 
ing speeches for Edward 
Heath — causing Lady 
Thatcher initially to regard 
him with suspicion. When she 
resigned, he was surprised to 
be invited back to Downing 
Street as a speechwriter by 
John Major, and was only 

S aded to accept by his 
Chris Patten. He could 
inject Major speeches with the 
same defiance that he brought 
to Lady Thatcher’s, fn May 
1993. after disastrous election 
results. Mr Major was being 
urged to drop some of his 
reforms to education and 
health. “Despite difficulties 
and setbacks we intend to 
carry them forward. Give up? 
Give over!" The quip was. 
typically. Sir Ronald's. 

Peter Stothard. page 20 
Obituary, page 23 



lan Hart, a Tory councillor, and Ros MandL a supporter, canvassing two residents. Kevin and Patricia Simpson 


Tories rally round showpiece 
council in election countdown 


By Alexandra Frean, local government correspondent 


CONSERVATIVE activists 
are fighting bard to keep 
control of Wandsworth, the 
London - borough long 
claimed as their showpiece 
local authority. 

In the countdown to local 
elections on May 7. canvass¬ 
ers have been issued with 
computer print-outs which 
show voters' stated intentions 
at the last two elections. In the 
ward of Furzedown, all 6.000 
homes have been visited al¬ 
ready. On Sunday mornings 
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on the edge of Wandsworth 
Common, party workers have 
been handing out bhie bal¬ 
loons to children and giving 
leaflets to accompanying 
adults. 

Activists in some wards 
have been canvassing since 
before Christinas, bat concern 
has been heightened by a 
private poll leaked to The 
Times this week, showing that 
the party is running 17 per¬ 
centage points behind Labour 
in the southwest London bor¬ 
ough, which the Conserva¬ 
tives have held since 197S- 

The Conservatives lost their 
two local MJPs. David Meilor 
and John Bowis. at the gener¬ 
al election. If the}’ now lose 
local control of the borough 
which has the lowest coundl 
tax in Britain, such erosion of 
their electoral base would 
almost certainly provoke spec¬ 
ulation about William 
Hague's leadership. 

Jean Lucas, Conservative 
election agent for the Tooting 
constituency in Wandsworth, 
said that nine of the borough's 


22 wards were up for grabs 
this time because they were 
marginal. He forecast: “I 
think we could lose a couple 
of wards, but I do not think 
we will lose Wandsworth." 

Ian Hart 36. an informa¬ 
tion technology manager, was 
elected as Conservative coun¬ 
cillor for the Furzedown ward 
in 1994. He says that he has 
seen a steady shift of support 
towards the Tories since just 
before Christmas: “A lot of 
traditional Labour voters 
have said they are going to 
vote Conservative." 

One voter. Patricia Simp¬ 
son, a mother of twoi said that 
the Conservatives had can¬ 
vassed her twice already: “No- 
one from the Conservative 
Party has ever knocked on my 
door before, but 1 will be 
voting Labour. I always do “ 

Philip Shepherd, who runs 
an adventure playground for 
a neighbouring borough, said 
that he voted Conservative at 
the last local elections, but he 
doubted whether he would 
this time round: “You could 


have put a bit more on the 
taxes and spent on building 
better play facilities." 

Yesterday the. Conserva¬ 
tives launched their national 
campaign for next month’s 
elections, promising a “fresh 
future" with lower council 
taxes, better services and new 
checks against town hall cor¬ 
ruption. The party holds sev¬ 
en of the 166 councils where 
elections will be held. 

The elections involve all the 
32 London boroughs and one 
new unitary council, the Isle 
of Wight, and a third of the 
seats in 36 metropolitan dis¬ 
trict councils, nine unitary 
councils and SS non-metropol¬ 
itan district councils. 

Lord Parkinson, the Toty 
chairman, said the fightback 
had started noth the. party 
winning an extra 55 seats in 
by-eiections since last May. 
“William Hague has made it 
dear that be sees local govern¬ 
ment as where the Tory 
recovery begins." 

Leading article, page 21 


Dixons head defends 
donations to parties 

By Valerie Elliott, Whitehall editor 


A LEADING Tory business¬ 
man yesterday defended the 
citizen’s right to give as much 
cash as he or she wants to 
political parties, and in secret 
Sir Stanley Kahns, chair¬ 
man of the Dixons group, was 
the first prominent political 
donor to speak to Lord Neill of 
Bladen's inquiry into the 
future of party funding. He 
argued that it was up to 
politicians and other public 
servants to ensure that minis¬ 
ters were not influenced by 
wealthy donors. 

He also accused Tony Blair 
of allowing himself to be 
compromised by meeting Ber- 
nie Ecclestone, the Formula 
One chief who had donated 
£1 million to Labour, at 
Downing Street to discuss 
tobacco sponsorship. The 
Government's final decision 
on the matter was “tainted".- 
He said of the Ecclestone 


episode: “I would admit that 
prima fade there is a certain 
amount of discomfort about 
tills example... The moment 
you get to see a minister on a 
specific rather than a general 
{matterj then you break every 
rule of the game." 

Outside the inquiry he 
added: “If there is seen to be a 
donation, a meeting and a 
benefit, it is not transparent 
and that’s wrong. But if there’s 
a donation, a meeting and no 
particular benefit, then that's 
perfectly legitimate." 

He said that someone in 
Downing Street and even Mr 
Blair hjmself should have seen 
there might well be a connec¬ 
tion between the donation and 
the meeting. “If you are going 
to take £1 million from a donor 
you keep him away from a 
decision. The tainted part is 
that toe decision on smoking 
was not as robust as it might 


have been." The Ecclestone 
donation was also condemned^ 
by Martin Un ton, Labour MP: 
for Battersea, who said such 
gifts risked creating a “sleafe 
democracy" and compromised 
toe integrity of parties that 
accepted them. 

Atoiisters have strenuously 
denied that toe donation influ¬ 
enced their decision last year 
to exempt Formula One from 
toe ban on tobacco advertising 
but. on the advice of Lord 
Neill, they handed back the 
money when toe payment 
became public. 

Sir Stanley, a prominent 
Eurosceptic, also confirmed 
that Dixons would no longer 
be making political donations 
to the Conservative Party. “1 
was comfortable supporting 
toe Conservative Party but 
times move on." 

John Lloyd, page 20 


STAY IN TOUCH 


• STAY IN POCKE 



I Or further nilurninhon 


r c, 0500 505 505 















































I'. ys 



THE TIMES FRIDAY APRIL 17 1998 


OVERSEAS NEWS 13 




^mpson 


wn 


' lr,rc '«n 4 
• ■'.riuilaitt' P 


nd 


Hillary 
deploys 
her own 

hair 

force 

From Tom Rhodes 
*N WASHINGTON 

THE globetrotting antics 
of President Clinton have 
placed new pressure on 
hairdressers responsible 
for his wife's ever-chang¬ 
ing locks. 

Already died as a hair- 
hopper in the American 
lexicon of slang, Hillary 
Clinton has brought new 
meaning to the word dur¬ 
ing sorties abroad, invit¬ 
ing her regular Washing¬ 
ton stylist to tend her 
coiffure between stops. 

Isabelle Goetz; who was 
accompanying Mrs Ctin- 
ton in Chile yesterday and 
also went on the Presi¬ 
dent’s Africa tour, works 
at the Washington salon 
of Cristophe. the Beverly 
Hills stylist who famously 
cut Mr Clinton's hair on 
the Los Angeles Interna¬ 
tional Airport tarmac in 
1993 for $200 (£120). 

After the Hairgaie em¬ 
barrassment Mrs Clinton 
ended the personal con¬ 
tract with Cristophe, turn¬ 
ing to local salons. An 
average Cristophe cut now 
costs $60. with blow-dry 
styling an extra $45. but 
her office insisted yester¬ 
day that the US taxpayer 
shouldered none of the 
costs for Ms Goetz's trips. 
However, she is travelling 
on government aircraft 
and sharing hotel rooms 
with Clinton aides — paid 
for by taxpayers. 

Nancy Reagan often 
took Julius Bengston on 
long foreign visits as her 
“personal guest” and he 
was paid from her own 
funds. Barbara Bush, 
whose short white tresses 
were simply styled, tended 
to use hair dressers in the 
country she was visiting. 

Mrs Clintoa long ob¬ 
sessed with the look of her 
hair, says: "I don’t want to 
wake up every day and 
know what I'm going to 
look like... 1 just find hair 
fun. because it’s one-part 
of your body that can 
change." ' 


Botha fury 
erupts as 
contempt 
trial is 


From Sam Kiley in george, western cape 


P.W. BOTHA, showing the- 
ferocious temper which once 
made him the most feared 
man in southern Africa, yes¬ 
terday exploded with rage in a 
George courtroom after his 
trial on contempt charges was 
postponed for six weeks. 

Mr Botha. South Africa's 
President from 1984 to 1989. 
shouted that he was “not 
satisfied with the proceedings” 
moments after the black mag¬ 
istrate stood down and set 
June I for the case to resume. 

He then attacked his own . 
legal advisers, who tried to 
pCTsuade him to keep his 
views to himself. 

Once dubbed the Groat 
Krokodil (the Great Croco¬ 
dile). Mr Botha snapped that 
he would not be told what to 
do. He insisted that he would 
speak his mind and reject 
evidence heard on Wednesday 
which linked him to decisions 
to eliminate political oppo¬ 
nents during and after the 
1986 state of emergency which 
he imposed. 

Mr Botha, 82, railed in 
Afrikaans and complained 
that his legal t earn, led by 
Lapa Laubscher, had been 
unable to cross-examine Paul 
van Zyl. executive secretary of 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. The commission 
had laid the contempt charges 
after he ignored a summons 
to attend its hearings into the 
State Security Council, which 
Mr Botha chaired for 11 years 
from 1978. 

Minutes of the council, read 
to the court by Mr van Zyl, 
said that Mr Botha had 
chaired meetings of the coun¬ 
cil. attended by security force 
commanders and bis senior - 
ministers, at which decisions 
to “eliminate" and “neutral¬ 
ise” people were taken. 


The documents also showed 
that the council sanctioned the 
establishment of a Third Force 
of black fighters to disrupt the 
“revolutionary forces", strug¬ 
gling to end apartheid. 

Diary constraints of court 
assessors and Mr Botha's 
counsel forced the postpone¬ 
ment. of the case. But Mr 
Botha ignored reality to com¬ 
plain that a plot was being 
hatched by the commission to 
“destroy my image, and 
through me the image of my 
[Afrikaner! people”. 

Reluctantly speaking Eng¬ 
lish in the garden of his home 
in nearby Wilderness, after 
storming out of the court and 
leaving his legal team speech¬ 
less, he said he had the right to 
the court's protection. 

“But invested evidence has 
been distributed through the 
world — 1 know, I saw it on 
television. I say it is my right 
as a citizen of South Africa that 
my legal advisers should 
cross-examine the witness — 
and the chairman of the 
commission. Bishop {Des¬ 
mond] Tutu,” Mr Botha said. 

He demanded a face-to-face 
meeting with President 
Mandela to explain his role as 
head of the State Security 
Council which, according to 
documents dated July 10,1986. 
presented to the court, had 
ordered the security police to 
spy (Mi Archbishop Tutu and 
two other prominent South 
Africans now serving as truth 
commissioners. 

Earlier in the day Mr van 
Zyl was at pains to insist that 
the commission had no inten¬ 
tion to bumOiate Mr Botha. 
“Archbishop Ttrtulsaid that if 
he suspected that there, was 
any attempt to humiliate Mr 
Botha that 1 would be.Jned,” 
Mr van Zyl said. 
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Officials keep watch from their van 
on two 6.000-gaDoo tanks of napalm 
in a Kansas City freight depot The 
shipment of the Vietnam War-era 
defoliant winding its way across die 
United Stales with no apparent desti¬ 
nation agreed, was being held in 
Kansas while the US Naiy searched 
for a waste management company to 


US row over napalm shipment 


deal with it (Tom Rhodes writes). The 
napalm, which the authorities said 
posed no danger. Is the first in a 
shipment weighing more than 10,000 
tons the US Navy had hoped to 
recyde from a weapons site In 


California. After two decades some of 
the 34,000 canisters had started to 
leak, contaminating farmland. Under 
an agreement between the navy and 
Pollution Control Industries, a recy¬ 
cling company in Illinois, the agent 


once used to torch villages was 
destined to become fuel for cement 
kilns. But Robert Campbell, the 
company's president, withdrew this 
week, saying it had been caught in a 
tug of war between government 
departments and Congress, where 
members complained that the navy 
had foiled to calm public fears. 


Bay of Pigs survivors ‘resorted to cannibalism 9 


From Tltnkli Varadakajan 

IN NEW YORK 

A GROUP of Cuban exiles, 
who escaped alive from the 
Bay of Pigs debacle in 1961. 
resorted to cannibalism while 
adrift at sea for 16 days, one of 
them disclosed last night. 

Julio Pestonit, 57, told Fox 
News Channel in New York 
that he atetheSesband drank 
the blood, of comrades., who 
had died of starvation : and 
dehydration.rHe.saiji “l did it 
because . I was desperate. I. 


wanted to live. People were 
dying one after the other.” 

Senor Pestonit, then 20, was 
one of 1.500 ideologically driv¬ 
en exiles who launched an 
invasion of Cuba, backed by 
the CIA. in an attempt to 
' triple the Communist regime 
of Fidel Castro. The attack was 
easily repulsed by Cuban gov¬ 
ernment forces. About 200 
men died and 1200 were taken 
prisoner. . ' 

•The cannibalism happened 
r-on a -fliHisy :sailing~ boat* ■ 
carrying 22 exiles who had 


eluded capture. The group 
had neither food nor water 
and men soon began to die. 
Senor Pestonit said the group, 
driven by hunger, reluctantly 
considered eating a corpse. He 
said: “We all agreed — we 
needed to use one of the dead 
bodies.” His commando knife 
was used to cut up the body, 
but he could not bring himself 
to watch. 

Senor Pestonit said: “I did 
eat some of the interior of the 
body that was extended tome. 
It was crazy. It was like being 


in hell." He and the others also 
drank blood from bodies. 
After 16 days, the survivors 
were rescued, but seven of the 
original 22 had died. 

The group had sworn to 
keep their cannibalism a 
secret, but Senor Pestonit said 
he was breaking his vow out of 
anger towards the Kennedy 
Administration, which faded 
to provide the air support lo 
the invasion that it had prom¬ 
ised. He said: "They keep on 
excusing John Kennedy. He 
killed my friends in the boat 


by failing to rescue them on 
time." 

In a separate development. 
American investigators in 
Nicaragua have discovered 
human remains that are ap¬ 
parently those of two pilots 
who died in the days of the 
invasion. Crapln Garcia and 
Juan Gonzalez, two Cuban 
exiles, are believed to have 
died in plane crash on April 17. 
1961. when they were unable to 
reach their Base in Puerto 
Cabezas. Nicaragua, after a 
bombing sortie over Cuba. 
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Pol Pot, discarded puppeteer of terror 

_ POUQWVHbi - 




B efore they killed their 
terrified victims, often 
by a blow with a hoe to 
back of the head beside the 
grave the condemned had 
been forced to dig. the black- 
garbed Khmer Rouge automa- 
. tons would usually tell them: 
“To keep you is no gain, to 
destroy you is no loss." 
Ironically, in the end. that 

was what his erstwhile follow¬ 
ers thought of Pol Pot, “Broth¬ 
er Number One" erf the Khmer 
Rouge. By the time he died in 
northwest Cambodia on Wed¬ 
nesday night, he had outlived 
his usefulness. Pol Pot had 
been discar ded, just as 
he himself had discarded a 
million Cambodians. 

Certainly there was justice 
in such a late. After all Pol Pot 
— charismatic as many ty¬ 
rants are. and eloquent, plau¬ 
sible and patient, who ranked 
in 20th-century demonology 
alongside Hitler. Stalin and 
Mao — had betrayed and 
killed so many of his dose 
comrades in the past. The 
most recent was Son Sen. his 
defence minister, another 
brute who ordered the execu¬ 
tions of foreign tourists, last | 
year. Pd Pot himself was 
betrayed when the rump of the 
Khmer Rouge condemned 
him at a short trial after Son 
Sen's death, making him a 
scapegoat for their collective 
crimes. 

Pol Pot’s death in a jungle 
hut. with only his second wife 
and young daughter present, 
came as no surprise. His first 
wife went insane and is be¬ 
lieved to be in an asylum in 
China. Pol Pot knew too much 
and an international trial 
would have been embarrass¬ 
ing for many states inducting 
China, his chief backer at one 
time. Thailand and America. 

Some individuals would 
also have found a trial awk¬ 
ward. including the present 
rulers in Phnom Rath under 
Hun Sen, a former Khmer 
Rouge military commander, 
one of the many former mem¬ 
bers of the faction now in the 
regime running the country. 

According to French colo¬ 
nial records. Pol Pot. whose 
real name was Saioth Sar. was 
born on May 25, 1928, in the 
northern province of Kom- 
pong Thom, in a relatively 
prosperous peasant family 
with links to the royal house¬ 
hold- He would have been just 
short of his 70th birthday 
when he died on Wednesday, 
although other sources said he 
was in his seventies. 

When he first went to Paris 
to study, a fellow student 


Cambodians will waste little 
time mourning the murderous 
former leader of the Khmer 
Rouge, writes James Pringle 


called him "a joyful, pleasant 
boy who loved fife’". That was 
soon to change. After studying 
radio electronics in Paris in the 
1950s. Pol Pot returned to 
Cambodia and soon joined the 
resistance to the country’s then 
ruler. Prince Norodom Siha¬ 
nouk — it was Prince Siha¬ 
nouk who coined the name 
Khmer Rouge — in the rain¬ 
forest of northeastern Cambo¬ 
dia among the minority hill 
tribes. 

Pol Pot soon emerged as 
leader of the embryonic Cam¬ 
bodian Communist Party. 


V# 


C When he first 
went to Paris 
to study, a 
fellow student 
called him a 
joyful, pleasant 
boy who 
loved life 3 


whose importance grew as a 
result of the war in neighbour¬ 
ing Vietnam. The American- 
backed crew who overthrew 
the then Prince Sihanouk in 
1970 and replaced him with 
his former right-hand man. 
General Lon NoL, and his 
corrupt henchman, spread the 
Vietnam War into Cambodia. 

As a correspondent then in 
Vietnam. I first saw Cambodia 
from, a South Vietnamese heli¬ 
copter during the 1970 inva¬ 
sion ordered by (he former US 
President, Richard Nixon, and 
his diplomatic guru. Dr Hen¬ 


ry Kissinger, after the over¬ 
throw of Prince Sihanouk. 

The secret American bomb¬ 
ing of Cambodia that had 
begun in 1969 and lasted until 
1973 devastated the country¬ 
side, killing tens of thousands, 
and left a legacy of bitterness 
that gave Pot Pot his chance. 

Pol Pot’s political philoso¬ 
phy, imbibed in Paris cafes, 
was a mish-mash of Maoism 
and Jean-Jaoques Rousseau- 
The 18th-century French phi¬ 
losopher's Social Contract 
was a bible for left-wing 
Cambodians who were stu¬ 
dents in France in the 1950s. 
especially the opening words 
“Man is bom free but is 
everywhere in chains". 

Pbl Pot used as his example 
not Mao’s Cultural Revolu¬ 
tion. but die even more disas¬ 
trous 1958-59 Great Leap 
Forward and its mobilisation 
of China to create backyard 
steel furnaces and to grow 
grain. He called his revolution 
a “super-great leap forward”. 

Just as China’s great leap 
ended in a famine that some 
experts say, killed 30 million. 
Pol Fore version likewise end¬ 
ed in suffering and death on a 
biblical scale on gigantic 
worksites full of toiling human 
ants, with up to a million 
Cambodians out of seven mil¬ 
lion dead by execution, starva¬ 
tion and overwork- As 
portrayed in David Puttnanre 
film The Killing Fields, only 
by playing deaf and dumb, or 
by acting stupid or mad. and 
certainly by concealing any 
trace of an education, was 
survival possflrfe- 

tn Year Zero, as Pol Pot 
called the new society he 
created after taking Phnom 
Penh in April 1975. the Khmer 
Rouge bnrtally emptied the 
cities after executing all the 
defeated leaders. 

The national library was 
turned into a national pig pen. 
and priceless Buddhist parch¬ 
ments were used by young 
teenage Khmer Rouge soldiers 
to roll cigarettes. By eliminat¬ 
ing such bourgeois tendencies 
as using a to o t h br u sh, wear¬ 
ing spectacles or speaking a 
foreign language, an instant 
classless society was to be 
created by harming families, 
money, religion and the pro¬ 
fessional classes. Once an 



A boy examines the remains of some ZOOO of Pol Pot’s victims at one of the many makeshift memorials that have been erected in Cambodia 


Albanian visitor being escort¬ 
ed by Khmer Rouge cadres 
spoke in French to a man 
labouring in the fields. The 
man, who was educated, made 
the fatal error of politely 
answering. After the Albanian 
visitor left, guards took the 
man away and dubbed him to 
death, Cambodians later told 
me. 


A U Pol Pot created, for a 
while, was a society in 
which peasant soldiers, 
often tittle more titan children, 
could enforce the law with the 
death penalty imposed if their 
orders were not instantly 
obeyed. Children were taught 
to spy on their parents as in 
Hitler's Germany. 

The robot-like black-uni¬ 
formed Khmer Rouge, with 
their blank eyes that seemed to 


stare 1.000 yards into the 
middle distance, used to warn 
the “new people", as those 
from the rides were called, 
to behave fay invoking the 
mysterious Angka. the Organ¬ 
isation. In lines that recall 
George Orwell’s “Big Broth¬ 
er”. Khmer Rouge cadres used 
to warn Cambodians to ob¬ 
serve constant discipline. 
“Angka has as many eyes as a 
pineapple," they said. “Angka 
sees everything you do." Even 
Orwell in 1984. his epic novel 
on totalitarianism, could not 
have dreamt of a society 
remotely like Democratic 
Kampuchea. 

1 saw some of that society 
when, in 1961. I was escorted 
into northern Cambodia with 
three other correspondents to . 
see another Khmer Rouge 
leader, and watched children 


making poisoned pointed pun - 
ji sticks for use as bootstraps. 
It was not that there were not 
terrible inequities in Cambo¬ 
dia before the Khmer Rouge, 
and since. Doctors often did 
refuse treatment to poor peas¬ 
ants who could not afford to 
pay. as I witnessed in the late 
1900s. and it was among the 
poorest of the poor — the so- 
called “basic strata"— that Pol 
Pot recruited his “pure and 
hard" fighters. These he indoc¬ 
trinated into fanaticism and 
then invited them to repay the 
doctors and other educated 
people who had shunned them 
earlier. 

Anyone who covered Cam¬ 
bodia. the “sideshow", as it 
was called, to the Vietnam 
War. could not bin also blame 
the Americans who brought 
their B52 planes to pulverise 


eastern Cambodia with car¬ 
pet-bombing. It should not 
nave been the Americans, 
some critics say, who ex¬ 
pressed in recent days readi¬ 
ness to convey Pbl Pot for trial 
in the third country. At such a 
trial. Dr Kissinger would also 
have had to explain his role in 
the destruction of what tire 
present monarch. King Siha¬ 
nouk. used to call “an oasis of 
peace". 

I n the 19605, Cambodians 
still had inconsolable 
memories of the suffering 
in the killing fields. During the 
19905. however, hope began to 
grow with-the signing of the 
Paris peace accords, the return 
of Prince Sihanouk and the 
1993 UN-sponsored dections. 
The Khmer Rouge gradually 
became marginalised- West- 


• emers. seeking to impose their 
own values on Buddhist Cam¬ 
bodia. wanted Pbl Pot and his 
henchmen to be brought to 
trial. Cambodians wished to 
put die past behind them. 
Nowadays, after a bloody 
coup by Hun Sen last year in 
Phnom Penh that overthrew 
the elected Government of 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh. 
Cambodians have other trou¬ 
bles on their minds. 

They will pause to reflect on 
Pol Pot’S passing, but now they 
pray that fresh elections sched¬ 
uled for July will pass off 
peacefully. Given the mayhem 
of tiie past 30 years of war. 
since the conflict-in Vietnam 
first spread into Cambodia, 
peace still seems Car away. 

Leading article, page 21 
Obituary, page 25 
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From Christopher Thomas 

IN DELHI 

A CLOSE Italian friend of Sonia Gandhi, 
the Indian opposition leader, has been 
named by investigators as the recipient of 
£4.4 million in “commissions" for helping 
to secure a controversial arms contract It 
takes the Before scandal, one of India's 
most spectacular corruption cases, un¬ 
comfortably close to the Gandhi family. 

The newly elected Government howev¬ 
er, is also being shaken by legal contro¬ 
versy, with criminal charges levelled or 
pending against several senior ministers 
for corruption and other alleged mis¬ 
deeds. One of (hem, Buta Singh, the 
Communications Minister and a member 
of the Cabinet said he would not resign 
after being accused of selling his vote in 


Pressure 
grows for 
Afghan 
accord 

From Z\hid Hussain 
IN ISLAMABAD 

BILL RICHARDSON, the US 
Ambassador to the United 
Nations, is likely to prod war¬ 
ring Afghan leaders fo a 
negotiating table during his 
day-long visit to Kabul and 
northern Afghanistan today. 

The visit marks the highest 
level of US engagement in Af¬ 
ghanistan since withdrawal of 
the former Soviet forces from 
the country in 1990. and Mr 
Richardson will be the most 
important American official to 
go to Kabul since Henry 
Kissingers 1974 visit 

The US envoy is likely to 
back revived UN peace efforts 
by conveying Washington's 
concern over the continuing 
war, and to raise human 
rights issues — particularly 
relating to women — during 
his meeting with Mullah 
Rabbani, the Taleban Deputy 
President 

The Taleban administra¬ 
tion. in control of Kabul since 
1996, has enforced the strict 
Islamic Sharia, dosing girls’ 
schools and banning Afghan 
woma from working. 

Mr Richardson will later 
meet Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
Abdul Rashid Dostum and 
other leaders of the northern 
Afghan alliance locked in bat¬ 
tle with Taleban forces. 


parliament when a previous government 
was fighting for survival. 

Lai Krishna Advani. the Deputy Prime 
Minister and a senior member of the 
hardline Bharatiya Janata Party, which 
leads the coalition Government oould 
face criminal charges. He has been under 
investigation for alleged involvement in 
the destruction of the Babri Mosque in the 
holy city of Ayodhya by Hindu extremists 
in 1992. Mr Advani has long beat 
associated with the Rashtriya Swayam- 
sevak Sangh, a militant Hindu group. 

The Gandhi family has been haunted 
since the 1980s by the Bofors scandal, in 
which the Swedish arms manufacturer 
paid about £10 million to politicians, 
government officials and others to help to 
secure a huge contract for 155mm Howit¬ 
zer guns. The late Rajiv Gandhi, Prime 




stev &i^ SSSi 

its entire 1.400 union labour workforce 


Minister at the time, and his wife were 
friends of Ottavio Quattnxchi, an Italian 
businessman, against whom India has* 
issued an arrest warrant ~ 

The Central Bureau of Investigation 
named him in Delhi High Court as the 
beneficiary of commissions. Officials said 
the Gandhis and Signor Quattrocchi were 
“on very intimate terms." The Congress 
Party, which Mrs Gandhi leads, said no 
conclusions could be drawn from the 
bureau's report 

Corruption is so endemic it is turning id 
farce. Jayalalitha Jayaram. a film star 
turned politician in the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu, has called on all ministers 
facing criminal charges to quit The 
demand has been met with incredulity, 
given the extent of Ms Jayalalitha's 
mysteriously acquired wealth. 


London 
talks aim 1 
to heal rift 
in Karachi 

By Michael Binton , 

diplomatic editor j 

A NEW round of makfror- 
break talks was held in 
London yesterday between 
the Pakistan Government and 
the leader of the dissident 
immigrant organisation that 
has been engaged in a battle 
for control of Karachi. 

Nawaz Sharif. Pakistan’s , 
Prime Minister, bias sent 
Chaudhary Nisar Ali Khan to 
negotiate with Allaf Hussain, 
leader of the Mutahida 
Qaumi Movement (MQMJ 
which represents the Urdu 
speakers who migrated to 
Pakistan after the partition of 
India. The violent confronts* 
tion in Karachi has left hun¬ 
dreds dead and paralysed the 
city’s economy. 

The MQM was opposed to 
the previous Government of 
Benazu ' Bhutto, which de¬ 
nounced Britain for allowing 
Mr Hussain to continue his 
activities from the London 
suburb of Mffl Hill. The 
group has links with Paki¬ 
stan s Muslim League. 

The MQM is demanding 
“te abolition of no-go areas, 
the rehabilitation of some 435 
People evicted from these 
a**?* the release of MQM 
from prison and 
withdrawal of cases againd 
them. 
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Arabs flee Galilee in the exodus of 1948 five months after Israel was created. Mr Blair is to visit a Palestinian refugee camp in Gaza 

Blair flies on peace mission 


By Christopher Walker in Jerusalem and Michael Binyon. diplomatic editor 


ON THE eve of his arrival in 
Cairo today, Tony Blair issued 
a warning that the peace 
process was in dire trouble 
and urgently needed to be 
“kick-started". 

His remarks to the Egyptian 
daily Al-Ahram have con¬ 
vinced Israeli and Palestinian 
officials that his high-profile 
Middle Eastern trip will build 
on his success in brokering the 
foundations of an Irish peace 
settlement. 

They believe he will be 
arming with specific new 
proposals to try to end the 13- 
month deadlock in peace ne¬ 
gotiations triggered by Israel's 
move to start building the new 
settlement of Har Homa in 
annexed east Jerusalem. 

Israeli officials are appar¬ 
ently worried by too superfi¬ 
cial a comparison with the 
Ulster talks. The Tel Aviv 
paper Haaretz reported that to 
“illustrate the complexity of 
Israel’s situation" briefings 
were being provided to 
Binyamin Netanyahu, the 
Prime Minister, to enable him 


to point out the differences 
between the Northern Ireland 
and Middle East peace pro¬ 
cesses “amid expectations that 
Blair, or the media, will want 
to draw a comparison". 

Added significance was giv¬ 
en to the whistle-stop tour by 
yesterday's surprise decision 
by King Hussein of Jordan to 
cross into Israel from Aqaba to 
visit Mr Netanyahu on his 
Passover holiday in neigh¬ 
bouring Eilat. Both leaders 
are due to hold private talks 
with Mr Blair in the next 72 
hours. 

However, Mr Blair will 
devote much of his time to 


talks with Yassir Arafat and 
the Palestinian Authority in 
Gaza, having withdrawn from 
earlier plans to visit east 
Jerusalem. British officials 
said this was at the Palestin¬ 
ians - request. 

Mr Blair will be shown 
some of the worst conditions 
in which Palestinians are liv¬ 
ing when he visits a refugee 
camp in Gaza. He will be told 
that, unless Britain and other 
Western nations increase their 
funding for the the UN Relief 
and Works Agency caring for 
3.5 million Palestinians, their 
health, education and living 
conditions will begin to deteri¬ 


orate sharply as the money 
runs out. About 700.000 Pales¬ 
tinians fled in panic or were 
driven from their villages in 
the face of Jewish under¬ 
ground fighters taking up 
arms to establish a Jewish 
state. 

Thousands, carrying pos¬ 
sessions on their heads, fled 
from Galilee in 1948, hoping to 
return, but found themselves 
refugees in Jordan. Lebanon. 
Syria or the rump of ftdestine 
an the West Bank. 

Mr Blair told his Egyptian 
interviewer that the European 
Union, of which Britain now 
holds the presidency, was 


Pilgrims hail lightning ‘miracle’ 


CHRISTIAN pilgrims cried 
“Jesus is coming' - and “mir¬ 
acle" when lightning struck 
the 12th-century Mosque of 
Omar next to the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre yesterday 
during an Orthodox pre- 
Easter ceremony at the spot 
where many believe the Res¬ 


urrection took place (Christo¬ 
pher Walker writes). 

Hundreds of pilgrims and 
tourists, packed into the 
church courtyard for the an¬ 
nual feel-washing ceremony, 
were showered with stone 
fragments ripped from the 
mosque. Jerusalem police 


said that two worshippers 
were injured. 

The incident caused the 
pilgrims to cross themselves 
wildly. “The people are 
happy. It isa sign from God," 
said Natalie Inyotakin from 
Crete, as the pilgrims cried 
out and pointed skywards. 


seeking a larger role in Mid¬ 
dle East peacemaking, but one 
that was “compJementiiry**to 
that of the US. Rmr days after 
Mr Blair arrives in Jerusalem 
he will be followed by Dennis 
Ross, the American special 
envoy, on yet another shuttle 
peace mission. 

In words which may prove 
hard to realise in substance, 
Mr Blair — who will hold 
talks with President Mubarak 
of Egypt today before travel¬ 
ling on to Saudi Arabia. 
Jordan, Israel and the Pales¬ 
tinian territories — told Al- 
Ahram: “We need to kick-start 
the process." 

Western diplomats are scep¬ 
tical of Europe’s chances of 
upping its Middle East role 
burn “payer to player" and 
note that Mr Blair sought to 
play down expectations by 
telling reporters before leav¬ 
ing: “We will obviously hope 
that we can play some role in 
bringing people together, rec¬ 
ognising the limitations of our 
role and the difficulties that we 
will encounter." 


Europe can help to 
break the deadlock 


T his week saw three 
religions come togeth¬ 
er. Easter, Passover 
and Eid al-Adha coincided. 
The three religions — Chris¬ 
tianity. Judaism and Islam — 
all spring from the same 
roots. And yet in the land 
holy to all three faiths, recon¬ 
ciliation appears to be in 
short supply. 

The peace process in the 
Middle East is in deadlock. 
Hope and trust have been 
ebbing away, and there is a 
real fear that we may lose for 
good the momentum that 
seemed so filled with possi¬ 
bilities just a few years ago. 

Tony Blair - goes to the 
Middle East today. The pri¬ 
mary purpose of his visit will 
be to inject momentum back 
into the negotiations. His 
mission will be aided by his 
own personal standing, and 
by the presidency of the 
European Union that he 
carries with him. Of course, 
he will not be expecting to 
return with an agreement 
But his visit could help to 
restore some of the impetus 
that has been lacking in 
recent months. And it will 
emphasise the role that 
Europe can play. 

The United States has tak¬ 
en the lead in brokering the 
talks, and has played its role 
with impressive commitment 
to peace. We want to make 
sure (hat Europe plays the 
most constructive role it can 
in supporting the American 
pressure for progress. The 
EU has spent more than 
twice as much as the US in 
aid to the Palestinians, with 
the specific intent of making 
Lhe peace process viable. 

We have encouraged the 
US to put proposals to the 
parties on the core issues. We 
keep in constant touch. The 
Prime Minister talks regular¬ 
ly to President Clinton, and I 
speak to Madeleine Albright. 
The stakes are too high for us 
to let narrow national advan¬ 
tage get in the way of our 
joint work for progress. 

One of the most disturbing 
statistics about the peace 
process is that the average 
Palestinian income has fallen 
by a third since the Oslo 
accord was signed in 1993. 



This has undermined pro¬ 
gress. Poverty breeds extrem¬ 
ism. and leaves little 
confidence among the Pales¬ 
tinians that the peace process 
is something that will ever 
benefit them. If peace is to 
have a chance, then all the 
people of the region must 
believe they have a stake in iL 
The European Union is 
working with the parries to 
make this happen. 

The aid we are giving helps 
both sides — we are working 
with the Palestinians, for 
example, on improving their 
counter-terrorist capabilities. 
The equipment and training 
we are providing will help to 
ease the security concerns of 
Israeli people, as well as to 
help the Palestinians to keep 
their side of the agreements 
that they have struck with the 
Israeli Government And 
during my own recent visit to 
the region. I agreed with 
Yassir Arafat that work 
should stan on setting up a 
joint EU/Palestinian Security 
Committee. We are making 
sure that Europe’s involve¬ 
ment has the best possible 
effect 

W e have also been 
talking with the Is¬ 
raelis about easing 
the restrictions on the flow of 
people and goods. These 
restrictions have stifled the 
Palestinian economy. We 
want to open the key econom¬ 
ic pressure points, each of 
which could give that econo¬ 
my a major boost Opening 
the Gaza Airport would dra¬ 
matically improve prospects 
for trade. Opening the Gaza 
Industrial Estate would cre¬ 
ate up to 35.000 jobs and 
allow the large-scale invest¬ 
ment and development which 
has so far been lacking. Both 


Robin Cook, 

the Foreign 
Secretary, on 
his hopes for 
the Middle East 


would be valuable spurs to a 
wider settlement. And the EU 
is willing to help to carry 
these and related issues for¬ 
ward. If the parties are 
serious about making pro¬ 
gress. then Tony Blair’s visit 
can be a catalyst for it. 

The conflict in the Middle 
East has tended to polarise 
all who get involved. Either 
you support the Arabs or the 
Israelis. Your loyalty to one 
camp is measured by the 
vehemence with which you 
attack the other. But peace is 
anything but a zero-sum 
game. The truth is that 
conflict hurts all the peoples 
of the region. No one benefits 
— the Israelis continue to live 
under the shadow of terror¬ 
ism; the Palestinians remain 
in the poverty and injustice 
that breeds extremism. If 
peace could break out, both 
communities would win. 
Those who work for peace 
work equally for both. 

Tony Blair and I are 
friends of Israel, and friends 
of the peace process. When 
the Prime Minister visits the 
region he will speak openly 
and frankly, as a friend. He 
knows that, with political 
commitment and a willing¬ 
ness to take risks for peace, 
progress can be made over 
the most intractable issues. 
He goes to the Middle East 
only a week after he signed 
the Northern Ireland agree¬ 
ment at Stormont. 

There are no miracle cures 
for the Middle East. The 
peacemaker there needs all 
the patience and stamina of 
the long-distance runner. The 
Prime Minister* visit will 
show that Britain and 
Europe have that patience 
and the commitment needed 
to help the parties to move 
forward again. 
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UN chief tells Africa to reform 



Annan: plea to liberalise economies 


SCOLDING Africa to look be¬ 
yond colonialism, Ae United 
Nations Secretary-General yes¬ 
terday laid out a manifesto for 
democratisation and economic 
reform on the troubled continent. 

Kofi Annan, Ae first black 
African to head Ae world organ¬ 
isation. presented Ae report on 
Africa's ills requested by Ae UN 
Security Council as part of the 
effort by Ae United States to 
revamp international policy 
towards Ae continent. 

In his prescriptions. Mr 
Annan, an American-educated 
Ghanaian, implicitly aligned 
himself with Ae new generation 
of African leaders. led by Presi¬ 
dent Museveni of Uganda, who 
argue that Africa must stop 
blaming its colonial past and 
solve its own problems. 

Today more Aan ever. Africa 
must look at itself," he wrote. 
The nature of political power in 
many African states, together 
wiA Ae real and perceived 
consequences of capturing and 
maintaining power, is a key 
source of conflict across Ae 
continent 

“It is frequently Ae case that 


Kofi Annan’s blueprint calls on the 
continent to solve its own problems, 
James Bone reports from New York 


political victory assumes a win¬ 
ner-takes-all form wiA respect to 
wealA and resources, patron¬ 
age, and the prestige and prerog¬ 
atives of office." he said. 

“Where Aere is insufficient 
accountability of leaders, lack of 
transparency in regimes, inade¬ 
quate checks and balances, non¬ 
adherence to the rule of law, 
absence of peaceful means to 
change or replace leadership, or 
lack of respect for human rights, 
political control becomes exces¬ 
sively important, and Ae stakes 
become dangerously high." the 
UN chief said. 

Mr Annan’s recommenda¬ 
tions will no doubt please Ameri¬ 
can policymakers seeking to 
follow up President Clinton's 
recent tour of the continent wiA 
a new drive to promote democra¬ 
cy and free markets in Africa. 

In what is likely to be one of his 


most controversial proposals, Ae 
UN chief accused many African 
states of being too ready to resort 
to military force, and called on 
them to cap A dr military spend¬ 
ing at 1J5 per cent of gross 
domestic product and to commit 
Aemselves to zero growth in 
their defence budgets for ten 
years. 

He also urged African coun¬ 
tries to abandon Ae command 
economy and embrace economic 
liberalisation. The Secretary- 
General counselled Aem “with¬ 
out delay" to deregulate their 
economies and to privatise state- 
owned industries and to seek 
integration wiA Ae world econo¬ 
my, relying on the private sector 
as Ae engine of growth. 

“Despite Ae broad consensus 
on how development and eco¬ 
nomic growth should be pur¬ 
sued, in Africa it has been 


difficult to achieve rapid 
progress, partly because of Ae 
failed policies pursued in Ae 
past try many African countries 
and Ae difficult international 
economic environment.'' 

Mr Annan emphasised Ae 
need for “good governance" — a 
new United Nations buzz-word 
— and said Aar Ae continent’s 
governments should stamp out 
corruption and show respect for 
human rights, democracy and 
Ae rule of law. 

UN officials underlined Ae 
uncharacteristic candour of Ae 
report, but it still failed to single 
out for criticism particular Afri¬ 
can countries, such as Ae mili¬ 
tary rulers of Nigeria. 

Mr Annan emphasised that 
Ae rest of Ae world must also do 
its part to revive the struggling 
continent by reducing its foreign 
debt, restructuring development 
aid and allowing market access 
for African goods. 

He proposed Aat the Security 
Council should hold further min¬ 
isterial sessions on Africa every 
six months, culminating in a 
heads-of-state summit meeting 
In five years’ time. 


Investigation team 
pulls out of Congo 


By James Bone 


THE United Nations is to 
abandon its field investiga¬ 
tion of Ae suspected massa¬ 
cres of Rwandan refugees in 
Ae former Zaire because of 
obstruction by the new lead¬ 
ers of the renamed Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of Congo. 

UN officials say Ae team 
of 25 human rights workers 
is to be withdrawn from 
Congo after months of un¬ 
successful attempts to get 
their work done. The investi¬ 
gation was suspended last 
week when a Canadian in¬ 
vestigator was detained 
overnight and his papers 
photocopied, arousing fears 
that Ae Government would 
harass witnesses identified 
by the UN. Diplomats say 
one witness has been killed. 

The UN team was investi¬ 
gating Ae fate of tens of 
Aousands of Rwandan 
Hutu refugees Aought to 
have been butchered as Ae 


forces of Laurent Kabila, 
now President, swept to 
power last year, supported 
by Ae Tutsi-led army. 

Aid donors had seen Presi¬ 
dent Kabila’s willingness to 
co-operate wiA Ae investi¬ 
gation as a key gauge of 
whether they could work 
wiA his Government But 
President Kabila does not 
trust Ae UN because of its 
earlier intervention to sup¬ 
press a secessionist move¬ 
ment in Ae newly independ¬ 
ent Cbngo in Ae 1960s. 
Rwanda’s military also put 
pressure on him to block The 
UN inquiry. 

The investigation will be 
completed outside Ae coun¬ 
try by Roberto Garreton. a 
Chilean human rights law¬ 
yer who was dropped as Ae 
leader of Ae UN team for 
speaking out last year about 
the existence of dozens of 
suspected mass graves. 
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France pledges to 
tackle sleaze in 
rebellious Corsica 

From Adam Sage in paris 

of a revolution on an island February of Claude Erignac, 
where the Slate's represents- the Corsican Prefect, a crime 
hves have never bothered to that persuaded Paris to alteT 
check on the destination of its approach, 
taxpayers* money. The result Until recently, officials in 
of such lax control was yester- Paris claimed that their gener- 
day described as “extremely ous and flexible approach 
surprising, even stupefying" contrasted favourably with 
by Jean Glavany. the head of a London's stance over North- 
parliamentary commission set era Ireland. The Corsican 
up to investigate public expen- nationalist movement is divid* 
diture in Corsica. ed and its influence nowhere 

The commission’s report, near as strong as that of the 
due later this year, will detail IRA. they say. But organised 
the failure to supervise vast crime syndicates, some linked 
state-funded projects, many of to the Italian Mafia, have 
which never got off the flourished- M Erignac's sue- 
ground. cessor. Bernard Bonnet, who 

M Glavany admitted yesfer- has himself received death 
day that Parisian politicians threats, promised yesterday to 
had ordered "non-reimburs- put ah end to the “practices of 
able” loans to help to restore organised crime” 
calm to a violent society. But he is likely to encounter 

On Tuesday, the French hostility in a society grown 
Interior Minister replaced accustomed to the state aid 
three high-ranking civil ser- that has encouraged corrup- 
vants on Corsica in an attempt tion. Corsicans derive more 
to “underline the efficiency of than half their annual average 
the State's action". The. move incomes — Fr 103.500 (£10350) 
followed the assassination in — from welfare payments. 



Paris now believes trying to “buy off" Corsican separatist guerrillas has failed 


ELISABETH GU1GOU. the 
French Justice Minister, yes¬ 
terday pledged to crack down 
on the sleaze and waste that 
mark public life in Corsica. 

Her comments confirmed a 
radical change of policy by 
French authorities, who have 
tried to contain Corsican na¬ 
tionalism by spending Fr7 bil¬ 
lion (£700 million) a year on 
the island's 250.000 inhabit¬ 
ants. The attempt to buy off 
the terrorists and prevent Cor¬ 
sica from turning into a 
French Northern Ireland has 
failed. Paris now admits. It 
has merely served to fuel 
corruption and organised 
crime. 

“We must stop the compla¬ 
cency that has installed itself 
over the years," Mme Guigou 
said, adding that detectives 
who specialised in fraud in¬ 
quiries would be sent to the 
“Island of Beauty”. She said: 
"If civil servants'have broken 
the law, they will be prosecut¬ 
ed." This would be something 


Iran’s leader urges 
unity as moderates 
fete freed mayor 

From MichaelTheodouidu in Nicosia 


IRAN'S supreme leader. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, yes¬ 
terday called for unity, a day 
after he ordered the release 
from prison of the popular 
Mayor of Tehran and so 
helped to defuse the country’s 
worst political crisis in years. 

Gholamhossein Karbas- 
chi’s 11-day detention on cor¬ 
ruption charges had brought 
into the open a bitter power 
struggle between the regime's 
moderate and hardline fac¬ 
tions which spilt on to the 
streets earlier this week. 

After freeing the mayor on 
bail Ayatollah Khamenei told 
Iranians to support both die 
Government and the hardline 
judiciary which had ordered 
his April 4 arrest 

Mr Karbaschi. who denies 
corruption, is a key ally of the 
moderate President Khatami 
and his release signalled a 
turning point in the Islamic 
revolution that began 19 years 
.ago. analysts said. "It showed 
that when the chips are 
down, the supreme leader will 
back the reformist Govern¬ 
ment rather than the 
hardliners," a diplomat said. 

Unelected but all-powerful. 


Ayatollah Khamenei is con¬ 
sidered Mr Khatami's lead¬ 
ing rival, but lus action was 
prompted by apparent dis¬ 
may at the popular backlash 
in which thousands of Mr 
Karbaschi’s supporters 
dashed with hardliners. Cele¬ 
brations continued yesterday, 
the mayor being showered 
wtith flowers and cheered by 
hundreds of well wishers. 

His popularity after nine 
years in die job stems from 
more than his achievements 
in transforming the over¬ 
crowded capital into a pleas¬ 
ant rity full of parks and rec¬ 
reation centres. “The people 
are jubilant because his re¬ 
lease was one in the eye for 
the hardliners." a European 
diplomat said. 

Mr Karbaschi played a 
decisive role in securing Mr 
Khatami's unexpected land¬ 
slide victory in last year's 
presidential elections. By top¬ 
pling him, hardliners had 
hoped to weaken the Presi¬ 
dent. supporters said. 

Moderates now hope the 
President will be able to ac¬ 
celerate the pace of his 
planned reforms. 




» 
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WORLD IN BRIEF 


MEPs reject ban 
on tobacco adverts 


Brussels: The European Linton’s effort to ban cigarette 
advertising and sponsorship hit a new hurdle yesterday when a 
committee of the European Parliament rejected the proposed law 
on legal grounds (Charles Bremner writes). The derision of the 
Legal Committee, reached by 12 votes to seven, was hailed by the 
tobacco industry as proof that the long-disputed ban breached 
the Maastricht treaty. 

The MEPs backed the view that the treaty’s single-market 
laws did not offer a basis for a measure that was aimed at 
harmonising national laws to protect public health. The 
committee's opinion is advisory, but it hands ammunition to 
opponents of the ban as h comes up for the required approval of 
the full Parliament in Strasbourg this spring. 


Gunmen kill Russian general 

Moscow: A Russian general and three other officers were killed 
when gunmen attacked a military convoy in the Caucasus region 
of North Ossetia, close to the breakaway republic of Chechnya. 
Seven soldiers were'wounded in the attack, one of the most 
serious outbreaks of violence in the volatile region since the 1994- 
96 Chechen war (Robin Lodge writes). President Maskhadov of 
Chechnya immediately condemned the attack and offered his 
government's assistance in identifying and detaining the 
perpetrators, believed by the Russian authorities to be renegade 
Chechen fighters. 

Actor’s killer convicted 

Los Angeles: Tak Tan. a member of a 
sheet gang, was found guilty of 
murdering the actor Haing Ngor, left, 
who survived the killing fields of 
Cambodia only to die during a robbery 
outside his home here in February 
J996. Ngor, 55. a former gynaecologist 
who won an Academy Award for his 
supporting role in the 1984 film The 
Killing Fields, lied Cambodia in 1980 
and settled in Los Angeles' Chinatown, 
where he devoted his time to helping 
his fellow Cambodians. (Reuters) 

George Michael charged 

Beverly Hills: The singer George Michael, arrested last week in 
a lavatory at a Beverly Hills park, has been formally charged 
with lewd conduct. Mr Michael was ordered to appear in court 
on May 5. bur he can be represented by an attorney and is not 
required to anend personally. He was charged with a single 
misdemeanour that carries a maximum six months in jail and 
E600 fine. Deputy District Attorney Ellen Aragon said. (API 



Serb couple shot by Croats 

Belgrade-. An elderly Serb couple were beaten and shot dead in 
western Bosnia in an attack by Croats, described by the United 
Nations as one of the worst incidents since the Dayton peace 
accord (Tom Walker writes). The victims were former refugees 
who had recently returned to their house outside Dn^here a 
mainly Serb population of 20,000 was displaced by 7,000 Croats 
in the war. The bodies were found in the couple’s burning home. 

Party chooses military ruler 

Haduna: The United Nigeria Congress 
Party, the country's dominant party, 
adopted General Sam Abacha, right, 
the military ruler, as its candidate for 
August presidential elections. The par¬ 
ty took more than 65 per cent of seats in 
the last national elections, in December 
for state assemblies, and is one of four 
out of five registered parties that 
proposed the idea of General Abacha. 

54. standing as a consensus candidate. 

He has yet to say whether he will run 
for the presidency. (Reuters) _ 

Officer takes himself hostage 

^murin' After being sentenced to three years in prison for 
corruption, a policemen held himself hostage byputmga gtmrn 

M P TTadi SSbS n'SnricS oTSTthfequi^ento^ 
from court and was admitted to a clinic. (AP) 
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SIX OF THE BEST 


Finn those thighs and bottoms with the help 
a good diet, exercise and our six of the best 
toning creams 


A prettily turned ankle 
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DECUEOR CONTOURING CREAM, £21.50 

Smelt beautiful, left thighs feeling smooth and stimulated 
and skin soft This effect was pleasing but doubtful if rt had 
any long-term Impact on cellulite. 

For stockists telephone 0171-262 0403 

7/tO 

KYUSU DEFINE .^ 

TONING CREME, 

£15 

Very pretty packaging 





and the cream' 
itself comes in a 
beautiful peppermint .;'j v .. 

green colour, with - ‘A (j 

fresh fragrance. ;• 

Didn't see a great 

deal of difference in cellulite areas, although it did leave 
skin feeling soft and supple. 

Boots (0845 0708090) 

6/10 
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NO. 7 FIRMING 
ANTI-CELLULITE CREAM, 
£1855 

Cool aquamarine cream, 
easy to apply, left skin feeling 
soft but cellulite still evident 
Good as skin cream but not 
for cellulite. 

Boots 

5/10 


CUNIQUE FffiM BELIEVER, £24 

Easy to use, massage neither required nor 
encouraged. Takes a matter of seconds, 
twice a day. The theory is that the liquid 
will improve the skin's elasticity and so 
eradicate the orange-peel effect 
Did have an effect but nothing can shift 
larger lumps of fat 
Leading department stores 
8/10 


MOLTON BROWN 
MARINE THERAPY, 
£1750 

This mint green 
lotion comes in a 
dear white nozzfed 
pump. It is cool 
on application, 
rubs in quickly 
giving a dry 
texture. 

Motion Brawn 
(0171-625 6550) 
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MARCELLA BORGHESE SUPPLE BODY CONTOUR, £2950 

Usefully combines the remedy with a massage tool. Twist the 
orange top to apply the gel. close the cap and rub the skin with 
the knobbly lid. The cool herbal jelly seems to tighten the skin 
although this Is expensive if used twice daily as recommended. 
National inquiries (01273 400085) 

6/10 



Short sharp due circa 1954: “Cropped pants have a hint of the farouche that is wonderfully sexy — think of Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn in their hayed denim cut-offs" 


COMPILED BY DEBORAH BRETT 


H ere is a pair of trou¬ 
sers. Quite a nice 
pair of trousers, but 
not the soft to cause one’s 
heart to miss a beat They are 
the kind of trousers you can 
take or leave. Here is a pair of 
shears. Let us crop tbe trouser 
legs. Snip! to 2in above tbe 
ankle. Snap! to mid- calf. Snip! 
to just below the crook of the 
knee. Three bold cuts and, hey 
presto! something to get crat¬ 
ed about, for cropped trousers 
— Capri pants, pedal-pushers, 
damdiggers — are one of the 
summer's hottest looks. 

Yves Saint Laurent’s inspi¬ 
ration of putting women into 
men’s tailoring notwithstand¬ 
ing, girls and masculine 
trousering are rarely a suc¬ 
cessful combination. Men’s 
trousers look good on men 
because they Hatter tbe male 
body. They make no allow¬ 
ance for the subde curves of 
the female lower halt 
The solution is to find a 
shape that is cut with girls in 
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mind. This is where Capri 
pants and their cousins come 
in, cut to flatter the curves of 
hip and calf, cropped to 
expose a pretty anklebone. 
There is something very fetch¬ 
ing about cropping a garment 
just above a fragile joint — 
ankle or wrist The effect is Id 
make one look charmingly 
vulnerable, no matter bow 
tough — denim, leather— the 
fabric of the garment in 
question. 

Cropped pants also have a 
hint of the farouche that is 
wonderfully sexy — think of 
Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn 
in their flayed denim cut-offs, 
or Robinson Crusoe in bril¬ 
liantly avant-garde goatskin 
damdiggers (there is a refined 
version at Amanda Wakdey. 
whose caramel leather pedal- 
pushers cost £619). 

In grander fabrics — silk, 
satin — the look becomes 
more glamorous but equally 
ambiguous—a matador’s suit 
of lights, perhaps, or an 
operatic gni-dressed-as-boy. 
At Dior, Galliano showed an 
exquisite moonlight-white 
brocade pair of flower-em¬ 
broidered knee britches and 
matching flock coat Yves 
Saint Laurent had an inspired 
combination of primrose mat¬ 
ador pants under an orange- 
tawny wrap-T-shirt, while 
Versace deconstructed a mas¬ 
culine suit in Prince of Wales 
check, with a slashed and 
flayed jacket over narrow 
trousers cropped to just below 
the kneecap. 

Given that this is such a 
wearable look, not to mention 
more suited to the exigencies 
of daily life and the vagaries 
of the British weather than the 
alternative big season’s look 
— the fantasy milkmaid, the 
flower-strewn Ophelia — you 
would think the high street 
would have fallen on it with 
enthusiasm. Think again. At 
designer levels, there is plenty 
of choice. Paul Smith’s wom¬ 
en’s collection has flame-pink 
pedal-pushers. £90: Rifat 


Ozbek does wildly patterned, 
knv-waisted, pointy-hemraed 
damdiggers at £351; and 
Georges Rech Boutique has 
blue cotton trousers with a 
snappily detailed sailor's but¬ 
ton-flap front But a trawl 
through the big chains shows 
that for less than £50. you can 
have damdiggers in any col¬ 
our you like, so long as U is 
denim or white. The latter is 
problematic in any case, 
because of the show-through 
that reveals seams, pockets, 
your knickers and other bits 
of scaffolding over which you 
would prefer to draw a decent 
vefl. At Karen MQlen. white 
or navy pedal- pushers, at 
£89.95, are rather pricey, but 
good quality, and would look 
exotic with a beaded crochet 
camisole, £49.95. Morgan has 
white daragiggers with a cuff 
detail. £37.99 — pretty with a 
. slight tan and Principles' sil¬ 
ver crocheted camisole. £25. or 
Top Shop's groovy denim 
halter neck. £20. 

A U this blue and white is 
very crisp and nautical, 
no doubt But what if 
one longs for something a bit 
wilder at heart? Mariks & 
Spencer—not, possibly, what 
one would think of as the 
natural habitat of the wild at 
heart — has stretch cotton 
twiO rigarette-feg cropped 
pants in white, blade, tobacco, 
beige, sage and best a pretty 
lilac, which might be made to 
look very chic with one of 
M&S’s skinny-rib silk vests in 
primrose, orange, fuchsia or 
lilac. 

Next fas tee-blue cotton 
satin damdiggers for an 
amazing £24.99. Warehouse 
has stretch cotton satin pedal- 
pushers in black or fuchsia. 
£35 — in the shops from next 
weekend. From July it is 
bringing in tailored grey wool 
cropped pants and matching 
jacket — perfect with last 
season's boned grey flannel 
bustier. 

But if, like me. you yearn 
for pedal-pushers in pale 
pink, ice blue, pistachio shan¬ 
tung or shot brocade, you will 
just have to nerve yourself for 
a spot of DIY. Vogue’s Ele¬ 
ments pattern 9616, or Basic 
Design 1948. look possible, 
even for those of us who used 
to be sent back in needlework 
to do it all over again. 


HOT TIP 

A way to cut down on make-up clutter 
when your evening bag is simply too 
small is with Vincent Longo's lambswool 
paddlebrush. Rub the wool in your 
blusher and apply, then simply stick in 
your bag. The lambswool holds the 
pigment, by rubbing it on your cheeks to 
reapply there is no need for the blusher 
or the big brush. Vincent Longo 
paddlebrush, £12, available from 
Selfridges. Mail order: 01252 741 601. 



Objects of 
desire 






■ For a sleek, sophisticated 
look, scrape your hair back in 
a chignon and hold in place 
with this delicate beaded 
hibiscus flower hairpin by 
Alexandre de Paris. Hugely 
expensive at £169.95, it is 
available from Harrods 
(0171-730 1234). 

■ Last season Miu Miu, 
Prada’s diffusion range, 
brought out a pink, sequined 
version of the Dorothy, Wizard 
of Oz, shoe, with matching 
bag. The look has finally trick¬ 
led down to the high street 
with Kookai having done the 
most brilliant version, a snip 
at £19.99. Kookai, 

123 Kensington High Street. 
London W8 
(0171-937 4411) 
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A il you half-witted imbeciles 
who have nothing better to 
do with your pathetic lives 
than pick your toes and read this 
otluran know that I have little 
time for people who are needlessly 
offensive to complete strangers. I 
only bring up the subject now 
because London risks turning its 
back on a once-in-a-lifetime com¬ 
mercial opportunity if it doesn’t 
move fast to capitalise on die 
opening being left- by New York. 
To put it bluntly, the tune has 
come for Londoners to become 
ruder. Yes, that DOES indude 

you. yon fiafhead 

You see. New York. New York 
(so good they named it twice, but 
apparently still not precisely 
enough to stop those taxi drivers 
newl y arrived from Azerbaijan 
from getting lost every time they 
pick you up at JFK) has got it into 
its head that it should be more 
polite. Rudolph Giuliani the city’s 
Mayor, has just asked New York- 


So I’m rude? Keep your fat nose out of it 


ON TOP 

JOE JOSEPH 


ers to be nicer to one another. It’s 
the sort of bold initiative that 
leads social historians who have 
studied the intimate relationship 
between the growth of courtesy in 
Western society and the rise of the 
State over the past few centuries to 
ask one obvious key question: has 
Rudolph Giuliani lost his 
marbles? 

Plain-speaking is what made 
America great. Mark Twain left 
us in no doubt that Huck Finn, 
who had no lime for superficial 
politeness and skin-deep good 
manners because he thought them 
hypocritic&L was the one who 
held the moral high ground. If it 
wasn’t for the power of our 
unceasing rudeness. Dan Quayle 
might still be frighteningly active 
in American politics. Rudeness is 
what has made New York one of 
the few truly vibrant, fashionable 
places in the world where every¬ 
one. regardless of how poor or 
lowly bora can grow up with 


exactly the same opportunity as 
every other American of being 
shot by a deranged stranger on 
their way to a movie. Strip away 
the rudeness and the city wifi 
come unstuck, just as tinkering 
with a perfectly functioning radio 
by cleaning out the grime, which 
seals its insides, is guaranteed to 
make that radio keel over and die. 

But if New York is dumb 
enough to throw away such a 
lucrative asset, London should 
' step In. Candidates for London's 
mayoral race should pledge to do 
all they can to steal New York’s 
dotiies by increasing the level of 
rudeness in London if they are 
made mayor. One sensible way of 
meeting manifesto promises to 
increase discourtesy in the capital 
would be by organising competi¬ 
tions that would keep all London¬ 
ers in. as it were, rude health. 
Those who have London $ best 
interests at heart have already 
mapped out some preliminary 


tests to sift out those Londoners 
who remain too polite to make the 
grade. 

Hotel doormen: will be tested 
by handing them only one pound 
for the effort of opening the door 
of a taxi that was waiting there 
anyway. Marks awarded for ac¬ 
cepting the solitary coin in a 
manner which suggests it might 
be a fresh urine sample. Extra 
points for saying within other 
guests’ earshot “She provides all 
the usual services. Sir. including 
the one you mentioned. Remem¬ 
ber — top bell name's Susie.” 


M aitre d's: will be 
watched to find who 
can tut-tut the most 
dramatically as they scan their 
reservations list when a couple 
arrive for dinner without having 
booked. Extra marks if restaurant 
is empty. Bonus points if the 
maitre d* stiD persuades them to 
accept die worst table in the room. 


Hairdressers: will be judged on 
how well they cope with a custom- 
el's request for the Gwyneth 
Paltrow cut. If a customer, seeing 
the result in the mirror, wails: 
“This is not how Gwyneth 
Paltrow has her hair cut!", then 
points are awarded to the hair¬ 
dresser who replies: “It would be 
if she came to this salon!” 

Waiters: will be expected to 
correct a diner’s pronunciation of 
bruschetta in a voice loud enough 
to make diners on neighbouring 
tables snigger superciliously, but 
not loud enough for him to be 
sacked. 

Tube passengers must ensure 
that they board a train in such a 
way as to make it impossible for 
those wishing to exit at that 
station to get off the train. Extra 
points if this is achieved outside 
rush hour. 

Literary critics; score points by 
renewing a friend’s novel in a 
way that makes it clear to every¬ 


body. except the author’s vanity- 
blinded ego. that he hated it 
additional points if textual compo¬ 
sition makes it impossible for the 
publisher to fillet out even the 
shallowest compliment for use on 
the paperback. 

Estate agents: are awarded 
marks for taking you to the most 
houses you DO NT want to see 
and for not taking you to the most 
houses that you DO want to see. 
Extra points if the agent makes a 
9am appointment to show a house 
you DO want to see. but fails to 
turn up. Double bonus points if. 
when you call him later, he tells 
you it was such a peach that it was 
sold on the spot to the first person 
who saw it at 10am. 

This is obviously a very prelimi¬ 
nary list So if you have further 
suggestions, you will be doing 
London a big favour if you just 
mind your own business, and 
keep your fat nose out of it for a 
change! 


‘I have no regrets’ 
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I t’s hard not to like Drew 
Barrymore. Even when 
she is in a slightly ratty 
mood, sparked by what 
she describes as an "eyelash 
crisis”, the sheer force of her 
personality is enough to con¬ 
quer anyone. 

She does not so much speak 
as gush huge, mangled sen¬ 
tences that roll on and on. But 
then, she has more to talk 
about than most. Her role in 
E.T.. at the age of seven, made 
her America’s sweetheart but. 
several years on, Barrymore 
became the world’s most fam¬ 
ous teenage drug and alcohol 
casualty. Then there is the fact 
that she is the product of an 
acting dynasty that stretches 
back to the I9th century, but is 
so idiosyncratic in her views 
and opinions that she at times 
comes across as ridiculous. 

All of which skirts around 
the fact that Barrymore; 22, 
has spent the past few years 
transforming herself into one 
of the more accomplished 
actresses in Hollywood. She 
has done it quietly, and just 
when people feel they can 
characterise her as someone 
who plays only bad girls, she 
confounds them by'-popping ^ 
up as a New York deb lit; 
Woody Allen’s Everyone Sms V - 
Love You, or by playing-a':' 
sweet-namred suburban teen¬ 
ager in her latest film. The 
Wedding Singer. 

A romantic comedy set in 
the mid-1980s, when men had 
silly haircuts and everyone 
listened to Duran Duran and 
Culture Club, it sees Barry¬ 
more playing the archetypal 
girl next door. As she sits 
opposite me — her nails paint¬ 
ed the same colour as her short 
black skirt, big butterfly ring 
on her left hand and dark 
roots showing through her 
blonde hair — I suggest it is • 
not a role she is familiar with. 

“Yeah, and that’s the fun 
thing. That’s why 1 went and 


At the age of eight she was drinking, at nine dubbing 
and by 13 in rehab. Divorced, and still only 22, Drew 
Barrymore is finally happy. Interview by David Eimer 


did some bad-girl rales for a 
while, then that ended up 
deeming me a bit of a bad girl, 
but the truth is that I always 
want to do in film what I don’t 
do in real life. So 1 am not 
going to get pregnant very 
soon. I doubt, and 1 am not 
going to get married, but in 
films I’ve got to do both.” she 
says, without taking a breath. 

Barrymore has already 
been married in real life — in 
1994 to Jeremy 
Thomas, an LA 
bar owner from 
Newport South 
Wales — but the 
marriage lasted 
only weeks. She 
has said she mar¬ 
ried Thomas just 
so he could get a 
green card, and 
once referred to 
him as having 
666, the marie of 
the beast tattooed 
■on his neck. The 
effect the relation- In E. 
sltip had on Bar¬ 
rymore is clear from her 
thoughts on marriage. “"It has 
not evolved as life has. We live 
in a really different world. 

“Marriage puts a lot of 
pressure on people — it makes 
them go nutty. It’s like this one 
ceremonious day, then you 
live with that person for ever.” 

S till. Barrymore now 
claims never to have 
been happier in her 
personal Ufe. She has 
been with the actor Luke 
Wilson since meeting him on 
the set of the yer-to-be released 
Home Fries in 1996. 

“I’m massively in love, 
everything is cod. We don’t 


live together but irs exciting 
when we see each other. I’m as 
excited when 1 see him now as 
1 was on our first date. 
Organic helps; you know, see 
where things go naturally.” 

That is not to say that she 
does not work hard at iL “I’m. 
like. 'Listen couples*. They 
should go to therapy, and 
spend at least a couple of 
moments, if not hours, work¬ 
ing on their relationship, then 
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In £171, aged 7: innocent, but not for long 


they can go have fun. 

“But the most fundamental 
tiling is to ask yourself‘Do you 
feel like a good person when 
you’re with this person, or a 
bad person? Are you. like, self- 
conscious and contrived, or 
weird and walking on egg¬ 
shells all the timer You should 
kind of glow, even when you Ye 
not with that person, feel like 
you have that glowing shield, 
aura-like vibe about you.” 
Banyroore, still only 22. has 
an unstoppable ur^ to pro¬ 
claim tiie news of her personal 
growth. “I feel. like. I love 
Luke on an evolved level, like 
I’ve never known how to do 
love before. 1 feel I’ve learnt a 



lot and l can apply those 
lessons to this relationship,” 
she says. “I never had love at 
first sight before, so 1 didn’t 
know if [ believed in it I had to 
be clubbed over the head, ‘You 
love me. don’t you see that?* 
And 1 was, like. T guess 1 do'. 
I’m sony it took me so long to 
figure it out” 

This is all a long way from 
the Drew Barrymore who first 
charmed audiences in E.T. in 
1981 She might 
have looked as if 
butter would not 
melt in her mouth, 
bui within a year 
she was drinking, 
and by the age of 
nine she ana her 
mother, Jaid, were 
regulars at New 
York dubs such as 
Studio 54. She 
moved on to pot. 
then cocaine. At 13 
she went into 
. rehab, and it 
long seemed she would 
become just 
another footnote in Hollywood 
history. “I did a little drugs 
and drink, everybody does.” 
she says matter-of-factly. “I’d 
much rather see a kid experi¬ 
ment — an adult should know 
better. The kid is going to get 
through it and move on.” 

If she seems flippant about 
the experience, it is because 
she thinks it was a necessary 
part of growing up. “I'm glad 
every moment took place 
because I’m happy now,” she 
says. “When you’re a kid your 
job in life is to try to figure out 
what kind of person you want 
to be. 1 know exactly who l 
want to be and try to be that 
person every day.” 

Barrymore emerged from 
rehab determined to resurrect 
her career. She began with her 
bad-girl phase, in such films 
as 1992*5 Poison Ivy. She also 
flashed her breasts at the chat 
show host David Lettermaa 
and posed for Playboy. 
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« efore you book your next break, check out the amazing 
J> deals in the Travelodge Leisure Breaks brochure. 


A part from showing 
how many tattoos 
she has (six), the 
pictures offered an 
insight into her relationship 
with her mother. Soon after. 
Jaid also posed for Playboy, 
then published a book. Secrets 
of World-Class Lovers, seem¬ 
ingly in a bid at one-upman¬ 
ship. Their relationship has 
not been easy since Barrymore 
left rehab: for long periods 
they do not talk to each other. 

It is a similar story with her 
father, John Jr. a one-time 
actor whose career stalled 
after a drugs bust For a long 
time he was homeless and 
never in touch with his daugh¬ 
ter; now they see each other 
occasionally. 

Outride of acting. Drew 
Barrymore is chairwoman of 
the Wildlife Waystation. a 
reserve for animals left home¬ 
less when zoos close down, 
and the Female Health Foun¬ 
dation. Midway through the 
interview she brandishes a 
new charity lipstick, produced 
with a cutting-edge cosmetics 
company. Urban Decay. 

- “This is a lipstick I’m really 
proud of. Every single dime 
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©David Eimer. This is an 
edited version of an article in 
the May issue of Marie Claire, 


from this lipstick is going to go 
to charity." she says. “If you 
don’t use your platform to do 
something important in life, 
them 1 think you're doing only 
half of what you could be 
doing.” 

She also has her own pro¬ 
duction company. Flower 
Films. A current project is the 
controversial All She Wanted, 
the true story of a Midwestern 
woman who lived as a man 
and had numerous affairs 
with local women until she 
was discovered, raped and 
killed. Barrymore has long 
had an interest in androgyny 
and at one time considered 
herself to be bisexual. 

“1 like people who can be. 
you know, androgynous. 
We’ve only got two sexes, so 
we should learn to relate to 
them.” She plans to produce 
and star in All She Wanted 
later this year. 

With the title role in a new 
version of Cinderella also 
completed, she is firmly en¬ 
trenched in the mainstream, 
and happy to stay there. “I’d 
like to be poetic and say T feel 
like my life is like an ocean 
and it’s always had soft' cur¬ 
rents. and waves at times’. 
That’s how I’d like my career 
to go for the rest of my life. I 
hope 1U just continue to be 
employed. That’s whai 1 
want" And what Drew wants, 
she seems to get. 
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Drew redrawn: "1 know exactly who I wanno be and iry to be that person every day ' 



FIT FOR A COMEBACK 

Calvin Klein is relaunching his original designer jeans. 

He tells Style why tight is right 

THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY PAPERS 
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Accustomed 
as he 
was to... 

_ Peter Stothard on the man who 
put passion into public speaking 


F or two thousand years 
the speech-writer has 
been an unfashionable 
necessity for those in public 
ufe. Sir Ronald Miliar, who 
died yesterday, was the most 
influential political speech- 
writer of his time. He wrote 
powerful words for three 
Prime Ministers and particu¬ 
larly famous phrases for Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher. But he was 
much more than the man who 
put words into M rs Thatcher'S 
mouth. Others did that too. He 
was a man with rare under¬ 
standing of what speech-writ¬ 
ing could really be and why its 
enemies distrusted it so much. 

Ronnie was a classicist in 
his youth, not a keen scholar 
but a knowing one. The prob¬ 
lem. he once tokl me over a 
dinner at Brown’s Hotel, was 
Plato: "The idea that anyone 
who writes a speech for some¬ 
one else is a deceiving dog, a 
dissimulator and fraud is Pla¬ 
to'S — and it has dominated 
the minds of intellectuals ever 
since. Rulers have almost al¬ 
ways needed writers to shape 
their thoughts. But. because of 
that old Greek, they have 
rarely liked to admit it." 

The man who persuaded 
Mrs Thatcher to say “U-turn if 
you want to. The Lady is not 
for turning’* was the heir to a 
different tradition that is 
stronger in the realms of 
action than of thought- He was 
suspicious of those who 
damned to know the truth: 
idealists were on the Left and 
had too long a record of 
imposing truths by lies. 

He was concerned instead to 
encourage what was good and 
to put his art at the service of 
what was good. Plato, and his 
followers in Europe’s ivory 
towers, believed that rhetoric 
obscured the truth and that 
professional rhetoridans were 
unscrupulous “sophists" writ¬ 
ing for illiterate office-seekers 
and legacy-hunters. Ronnie 
saw rhetoric as liberating the 
best ideas from the minds in 
which they were hidden. He 
preferred the legacy of another 
slightly later “old Greek”, 
Isocrates, who thought that 
speech-writers could and 
should advance the causes in 
which others believed. 

The moral question for Ron¬ 
nie lay firmly in whether die 
cause was a good one. not in 
the rhetorical means chosen to 
advance it He was not a man 
who wore his philosophy like a 
politician’s rosette. He liked 
reticence and distance from 
the fray. But he was a man of 
powerful and subtie political 
mind. After his youth in the 
theatre, he spent his later life 
in opposition to real enemies, 
striking miners, Falklands 
faint-hearts and the Tory 
“wets" who wanted tile U-turn 
in 1980. Theatre was his 
method. But he based las own 
confidence and the confidence 
that he induced in others on 
the great European camp of 
Isocrates, Cicero and Petrarch 
whom he did not like to 
remember learning about at 
Charterhouse and Cam¬ 
bridge, but whose lessons 
remained with him through¬ 
out his life. 

When 1 met him first in 
1980, he was little known 
outside the theatre. He had 
written some speeches for Ted 
Heath: but as he said, nobody 
ever gained much for doing 
that and Ronnie was not at all 
.certain that his then master 


wanted to encourage the good 
at ail. As a young Sunday 
Times reporter I had tele¬ 
phoned him without warning 
on his birthday, wished him 
many happy returns and 
asked for an interview. Per¬ 
haps he had enjoyed a glass or 
two of champagne. Whatever 
the reason, he asked me 
directly over to his piano- 
dominated flat and gave me 
what has since become the 
familiar account of his impre- 
sarkxuid-actress relationship 
with Margaret Thatcher. 

I wondered at the time if she 
might disavow his claims. But 
she never did. Ronnie did not 
advertise his sophistic skills 
and he was the most discreet 
of confidants. But he was not 
ashamed of his skills either. 
He set out to me how he chose 
the various suitable tricks, or 
tropes as the old rhetoridans 
would say, and applied them 
to the ideas in the Thatcher 
mind. He was somewhat sur¬ 
prised to find later that the 
copyright in the speeches was 
wholly Thatchers own. 

He found literary allusions 
particularly useful, pillaging 
not only Christopher Fry's 
phrase “The lady's not for 
burning” for the 1960 Brighton 
conference speech, but Shake¬ 
speare too: in the aftermath of 
Labour's Winter of Discon¬ 
tent, Mrs Thatcher promised 
“an autumn of understanding 
and a winter of common 
sense” It could have rung 
false and heavy. But it did not 
Ronnie knew that it would not 
He was her producer as well 
as her writer—and sometimes 
her booster too. If the words 
were not enough, other theat¬ 
rical tricks were tried. Even 
after the all-night writing ses¬ 
sions, he would be awake at 
the back of the hall, leading 
and prodding the audience 
into laughter or applause, 
particularly if his star were to 
fluff his lines, as she frequent¬ 
ly did. 

H e despaired of die 
contempt for lan¬ 
guage felt by so many 
politicians. He knew that the 
way to persuasion lay partly 
through reason — and he was 
both praising and grateful 
when an early draft of a 
Thatcher speech contained a 
well-directed argument or a 
Idling line of statistics. But he 
was also aware of the suspen¬ 
sion of reason that was neces¬ 
sary if the Prime Minister 
were to communicate fully to 
her audience. There were few 
politicians, he said, who con¬ 
trolled both the language of 
passion and reason. Most 
controlled neither. The glory 
of Margaret Thatcher was that 
she recognised the importance 
of something dial she could 
not do herself. She listened. 
She learnt He listened- He 
learnt He drew out of his 
mind thoughts that were half- 
formed in hers — and he did 
the same for John Major. 

It remains fashionable to 
decry the role of speech- 
writers and spin-doctors. But 
unless a politician has the 
confidence to communicate an 
idea, the idea will often die 
from fear. Ronnie could have 
written speeches for anyone. 
He was a professional sophist 
who could have well earned 
his living in 4th-century Ath¬ 
ens. But his great contribu¬ 
tions were the words in which 
he believed. 



Surfing a political wave 


Blair is on a roll right now - but one 
slip and the surfer-politician could 
find himself washed up on the beach 


T hat surfing is the showiest of 
sports does not make it the 
less estimable. The art is 
spellbinding and the quali¬ 
ties needed are fine. To be a great 
surfer you need nerve, intelligence 
and speed. 

You may hope for a little luck, too. 
You need the right sea, the right 
waves breaking where and when it 
suits you. Butin the end it is skill that 
keeps you up there, riding the wave: 
skill — and a bit of luck. 

I think that some kinds of political 
leadership are rather like surfing. 
Luck, confidence, momentum and 
that element of performance are so 
important Everything depends on a 
critical interplay of movement and 
balance. The mastery is real yet. in 
the end. the surfer-politician is not the 
master he is the plaything of big 
forces which he has learnt to ride, 
cannot alter and dare not cross. He 
chooses his wave then uses it as 
ostentatiously as he can. 

Though poise is vitaL a surfing 
performance is dynamic Stop, and 
you sink. Hit a rode, and there’s no 
recovery. To stay up there, a surfer- 
needs to keep moving — fast Lose 
velocity, and you lose equilibrium. 
Lose equilibrium and you lose con¬ 
trol Lose control and you lose the 
crowd. At times it is a sprint, at tunes 
almost a dance, for this is a sport in 
which showing off is part of the 
action. Vanity is not a pitfall, not a 
distraction: it is a prerequisite. Cease 
to be flashy and you cease to be good. 
Lose speed, lose shine, and you lose 
the plot 

Margaret Thatcher was not a 
surfer-politician. More a cross-Chan¬ 
nel’ swimmer — more marathoner 
than acrobat — she undeniably 
needed luck and judgment too; she 
had to know the sea and the tides, 
and she liked to impress. But what 
carried her, what drove her through? 

Consider her time as Opposition 
leader, she had a little more titan 
three years; Tony Blair a little less. 
Where he dazzled from the start, she 
disappointed. She was dogged, she 
clung grimly to the argument, but she 
hardly shone. Set-piece occasions did 
not serve her well. The most we could 
say as she entered Downing Street in 
1979 was that she knew where she 
was going and stuck to her guns. She 
had stamina and direction: she had 
no style. She was riding no wave. 

It was the opposite with Mr Blair. 
He began to hypnotise even before he 
became Opposition lehder. 1 remem¬ 
ber his glittering acceptance speech 


when he won: he had. already, “hit 
die ground running”. From that day 
hardly a month passed without some 
new display. There was Cause Four, 
there was an array of headlines about 
breaking links with the unions, there 
was The Road to the Manifesto. To 
remark that in retrospect it was Neil 
Kinnock and John Smith who had 
put in much of the groundwork, and 
that Mr Blair travelled less distance 
in Opposition than at the time it 
seemed, is not to disparage his skill, 
but todemonstrate it by constructing 
a crescendo of news events out of 
moves which looked braver than they 
were, Tony Blair 
created an impres¬ 
sion of mastery and 
unstoppability 
which, because peo¬ 
ple believed it be¬ 
came true. Now, he 
iwzs unstoppable 

You’d better not 
look down / Or you 
might not keep on flying, sings B B 
King in the song of die same name: 
You’d better not hit the ground / Or 
you might just end up crying. No 
more than this column is that song 
meant sceptically. A poet would say 
the song celebrates both the fragility 
and the power of flight The aerody¬ 
namics engineer would say it indi¬ 
cates the uplift created by forward 
movement through! air. Both would 
agree that when you’re on a roll, 
you’re on a roll 

Tony Blair is on a roll. To say that 
he is flying is to say more than that 
he’d better not look down or he might 
just end up crying — though it is to 
say that too. To say that he is surfing 
is to say more than dial finally, all 
waves bring you on to the beach — 
though that is true. But while you're 
flying, while you’re surfing, while 
you're on a roll, you can achieve 
things. 

You can cede control of interest 
rates without anyone much noticing. 
You can fly above — surf past — the 
screams of manufacturing exporters, 
ignore the grumbles of farmers, skip 
right over the protests of teachers, 
pensioners, stogie mothers — and 
hurtle on, doing things, changing 


things, planning things. While you’re 
on that roll you might even get this 
country into a single European 
currency — if you want to. have the 
nerve, and act fast 
Being on a roll isn’t just an optical 
illusion. Napoleon was at least an 
illusionist, but more. Disraeli (or 
Lloyd George) knew that success 
brings approval and approval lends 
mastery and mastery brings success, 
and that — never mind whose 
plaudits you’ve stolen — while you’ve 
caught that wave you must ride it 
hard, show off mightily, and use the 
temporary predominance this brings 
to do ail you can. 
fast A web may be 
the product of much 
spinning but once 
spun, will bear 
weight for a time. 

Nowhere, I sus¬ 
pect is this more 
evident than with 
Tony Blair's in¬ 
volvement in the Ulster peace pro¬ 
cess. 1 write this in Catalonia, cut off 
from the British press, but I know 
some will be muttering that the 
Prime Minister stole Mo Mowlam’s 
show, or inherited John Major’s 
achievement, or elbowed Bertie 
Ahem out of the limelight, or used 
Bill Clinton to do his arm-twisting for 
him: and in such complaints there 
may be justice. But by storming in 
when he did. to the fanfare he did. 
raising expectations with his energet¬ 
ic charm as he did, and taking credit 
none-tooscnipulously as he did, Mr 
Blair gave the whole process a great 
big push. He used his personal 
authority to boost the peace, and used 
tire peace to boost his personal 
authority, and the thing snowballed. 

Momentum can be so important in 
human affairs. People like Sinn Fein 
and David Trimble were railroaded 
by all the hoopla into the belief that 
they must be there or be square — 
forever uncooL It worked. So on he 
rolled. Now he could win this 
referendum without half the Union¬ 
ists. Here in Spain Mr Blair and his 
guitar are on all the front pages. 

I read the front pages; 1 watch the 
phenomenon: and 1 catch, even as a 


Tory, a bit of the thrill of the roil he’s 
on. As a Tory I have a nagging sense 
of a certain hollowness to it all; but as 
a realist l concede that looking like a 
winner, even if you cheated a bit at 
first helps you to keep winning. And, 
as a surfing spectator. I simply enjoy 
the wizardry. The surfer-politician 
can turn his trophies to solid account, 
if he's quick. 

But in the back of my mind is 
Chapter Two of theThatcher story we 
began, in Opposition, a few para¬ 
graphs back. Mrs Thatcher did not 
hit that wave, even with victory in 
1979. Everything seemed to go wrong. 
Month after month the papers were 
full of the unemployment figures, the 
“North-South divide” and the de¬ 
struction of British manufacturing. 
There were marches, a deeply unpop¬ 
ular Budget, and no sense at all of 
being on a Thatcherite roll 
But she kept swimming. Never for 
a second did we doubt that she had a 
map, a destination, and the determ¬ 
ination to go there. This kept most of 
us. even sceptics like me, onside. It 
kept much of the media impressed if 
not convinced. It persuaded undecid¬ 
ed voters to suspend judgment She 
had weight Hers and Keith Joseph’s 
ideas had weight And it was not a 
matter of spin, of technique, of 
building on optimism or the aura of 
success. She was not flying, she had 
never left the ground, she was no 
surfer, and she seemed to be swim¬ 
ming all against the waves. 

W e should not judge Tony 
Blair bereft of such pol¬ 
itical and moral stami¬ 
na because he has not 
been tested. When he is. he may find 
it l only observe thar if exports 
plummet, and inflation picks up. and 
unemployment begins to rise, where 
is the whole core — die very heart — 
of the “Welfare-to-Work revolution"? 
If NHS waiting lists climb and the 
economy rums down, where is the 
money to answer the huge popular 
trust now reposed in florid promises 
about schools and hospitals? If 
devolution brings nationalists to 
power in Edinburgh, the Irish peace 
crashes, Clinton stumbles, and 
Labour's European dream sours ■.. 
if. in short, you subtract the word 
“winning'’ from everything new Lab- 1 
our is doing, what is the residue? Is it 
success alone that propels this spec¬ 
tacular flying machine, or is there 
more? When the wave breaks over I 
him and Tony Blair comes off his roll, i 
can he swim? 


e "Matthew 
Harris 


Fighting back 



SIMON CALLOW has had second thoughts about his death in Four 
Weddings and a Funeral , the British smash film. With shooting for a 
sequel starting in Notting Hill on Monday, he regrets that Gareth, 
the homosexual bon viveur he played, will not rise again, Dallas- style: 
“They killed Gareth off and 1 haven’t been asked,” laments Callow. 
Andie MacDowelL the first film’s totty interest, will also not appear: her 
role is to be played by Julia Roberts (pictured with Callow), who 
would, I fear, have held little appeal for Simon, a keen bachelor. 


IT IS revenge served so cold it is 
almost frozen. Donald Dewar, 
whose wife. Alison, left him 28 
years ago for Lord Irvine of Lairg, 
has made his first public com¬ 
ments about the Lord Chancellor. I 
think they can be filed under 
“unhelpful”. The civility of the 
Scottish Secretary’s relations with 
Irvine have been the subject of 
much speculation. Now he has 
spoken: about vanity, values and. 
most damagingly, wallpaper. For 
Dewar, interviewed for a TV show 
about Tony Blairs first year in 
office, it must have been sweet: 
Alison took his children to live with 
Irvine; he has not remarried- 
■ In reference to Irvine’s E650.000 
spruemg-up of his official resi¬ 
dence. Dewar was asked how 
much he has spent refurbishing his 
own office "Nothing, just some 
fabric repair" he says. He had 
chosen to spend his budget on the 
Scottish people instead. “The trap¬ 
pings of my office? 1 cannot think of 
arty expenditure that could legiti¬ 
mately be put under that heading. I 
think there ought to be a proper 
balance on these matters,” he told 
Channel 4* Blair’s Year, in com¬ 
mons which. I gather, have myste¬ 
riously been cut from this Sunday's 


broadcast A leading question fol¬ 
lows: “So you have spent nothing 
like £650,000 for instance?” The 
answer? “1 don’t think 1 have, 
except on things like education and 
health." The Scottish Secretary 
immediately checked himself- “I’d 
better not defy the gods by saying I 
have not been involved to contro¬ 
versy of this kind," he remarked. 

In what might be mistaken for 
an attack on Irvine. Mo Mowlam 
also warns ministers against big 
spending: “I think we have to be 
careful that we don’t give the press 
any excuse. You have to make 
those derisions carefully." Mow¬ 
lam has turned down weekends at 
country houses as “too dodgy". 

•A MINISTER generously pre- 
seated me with a pen yesterday to 
celebrate the British EU presiden¬ 
cy. In smaller letters the ballpoint 
declared that it was made in 
Germany. 


Whip hand 

THE public face of the pro-hunting 
campaign has taken legal action 
against her local hunt after it tres¬ 
passed on her farm. Janet George, 



the fearsome chief spokeswoman 
for the Countryside Alliance, 
threatened to “lute the balls off* the 
organiser of the Wheatlands Hunt 
in Shropshire after their unsched¬ 
uled incursion forced her to put 
down two pedigree ewes. “The 
hunt mustn't intrude on busy 
formers and they got thoroughly 
smacked for doing so. They said 
they didn’t know my farm was 
there, but they bloody well should 
have done,” exclaims the lady 
known as “George Janet" to staff. 
Janet is still angry despite having 
just agreed to accept £2,000 com¬ 
pensation from the hunt. “There 
are some dim people in the 
Wheatlands. Their attitude is that 
the hunt is everything. There is no 
place for those prehistoric die- 
hards. One out of every five hunts 
makes this sort of mistake.” says 
Janet, sounding more tike a sabo¬ 
teur every minute. 


• PRINCE WILLIAM battled 
manfully during trials for a place 
in the Eton cricket team yesterday. 
His silky cover drives were admired 
by female twins, both dressed in 
red jackets, who bounced around 
the boundary, quite enthralled. 


In full Fry 

STEPHEN FRY has penned a fero¬ 
cious defence of “Cool Britannia". 
In yesterday’s International Her¬ 
ald Tribune he dismisses attacks 
on Tony Blair's rebranding of Brit¬ 
ain as a “veritable triumph of bile 
over substance” The thespian re¬ 
buffs “nannyish” suggestions that 
the only symbols of Cool Britannia 
were drug-crazed and abusive pop 
stars who disgrace the nation over¬ 
seas. Such attacks summon up a 



“vision of bilious Indian Army ma¬ 
jors writing disgustedly to the 
newspapers to deplore die disap¬ 
pearance of the policeman’s brisk 
salute and the milkman's cheery 
whistle". Signing himself simply 
"Stephen Fry, London” he lam- 
basts a correspondent for saying 
that Asian leaders in London re¬ 
cently left wondering how we ever 
managed to acquire an Empire. 


"Would symbols of the Indian Mu¬ 
tiny, of the Chinese Opium Wars, 
of Malayan rubber plantations 
and the Palestine Mandate have 
sent out the right signals? Simply 
because the Union Jack and the 
Royal Family are ancient does not 
make them any less examples of 
symbol, logo and slogan.” 

Jasper Gerard 


The price 
is never 
right 

Labour can’t afford 
to peddle policy, 
savs John Lloyd 


O ur political parties are m 
danger of becoming rich 
men’s trumpets because they 
are becoming more and more depen¬ 
dent on their money. Labour has a 
chance to mute die notes they blow. 
But it will mean bucking a trend, 
upsetting new friends and placing the 
party's funding at risk. 

Lord Neill of Bladen is to report on 
party fending later this year. He is 
one of these figures whose public life 
has been so impeccable that to have 
put an issue under his tutelage is to 
assume that it is solved. Party 
funding is a dark corridor of British 
public life. At least light will now be 
shone fitfully upon it- 
Of the three major national parties, 
the Liberal Democrats escape cen¬ 
sure because only they are not offered 
very large donations. The Conserva¬ 
tives. by contrast, are in a bad way. 
They once enjoyed support from 
major companies, but over the past 
ten years much of this has been 
withdrawn at the same time as the 
party’s membership base eroded. It 
was forced farther on to the terrain of 
the rich and powerful; and it found 
the ground sticky. 

It went abroad: in particular to 
Hong Kong, where a number of 
wealthy men gave sums ranging 
from £50,000 to £1 million. These 
donors were wooed by ministers 
from John Major down. One such — 
probably the largest — was Ma 
Ching Kwa, who gave between £1 
million and £1.5 million. His money 
was aimed at securing an amnesty 
for his father who had been accused 
of drug smuggling and had fled to 
Taiwan. While this lobbying was 
going on. bis lather died, un¬ 
amnestied. In anger, Ma caused one 
of his papers to write that his 
"expectations had been raised” that 
an amnesty would be forthcoming. 

Stephen Byers, the Schools Minis¬ 
ter. who in opposition was the 
scourge of Tory party funders, still 
believes that much more waits to be 
revealed. But his own party has its 
problems. In particular, it has Bemie 
Ecclestone. He seems reluctant to 
satisfy Lord Neills curiosity as to 
| why he gave the Labour Party El 
million for its election campaign. The 
suspicion lingers that he did so in 
order to assist his successful lobbying 
against a ban on cigarette advertising 
at Formula One events. 

Jt may be that Mr Ecclestone did 
not see the £1 million as a specifically 
targeted investment But there is no 
doubt that he did see it as an 
investment rather than a generous 
gesture to "a capable young guy who 
wanted to take Britain in die right 
direction” (as he put it). In an 
interview last December, Mr 
Ecdestone indicated that he gave 
money to Labour to oppose the power 
of trade unions and keep taxes on the 
rich low. This was the reason why 
rich individuals (including him) had 
earlier given money to the Tories. 

About £7 million was raised for 
Labour by Lord Levy, mainly from 
other figures in the London Jewish 
community. Hus had been a rich 
source for the Tories. Its shift to 
Labour partly reflects its emphasis on 
social values which it now feels 
Labour caters for better, while being 
unthreatening to commercial ones. 
Partly, too, it sees new Labour as 
supportive of Israel in a way Labour 
in the 1980s was not. Jewish business¬ 
men have, often, a strong commit¬ 
ment to Israel and Zionism: dial this 
is linked to political giving is beyond 
question. The row which Robin Cook, 
the Foreign Secretary, had with 
Btoyamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, and die present visit 
by the Prime Minister to Israel have, 
as one of their backdrops, a calcula¬ 
tion on continued funding from the 
Jewish business community. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


NO TURNING BACK 

Ulster’s Unionists face a momentous decision 


The referendum on which Northern Ire¬ 
land’s future depends does not take place 
until May 22 but tomorrow decisions will be 
made in Dublin and Belfast which could 
settle the matter. If the delegates to Sinn 
Fein’s Ard.Fheis in the Republic and the 
Ulster Unionist Council meeting in the 
North signal their solid support for the 
$ Good Friday agreement then the referen- 
' dum is likely to become, if not a formality, 
then a stately procession towards an 
overwhelming “yes", if. however, either 
body makes its opposition clear then matters 
assumed to be settled last Friday will have to 
be painfully re-examined. 

The nature of current republican debates 
is, deliberately, opaque. Sinn Fein does not 
parade its divisions in public and prefers, if 
there are differences, to shed leaves rather 
than break branches. If there are fun¬ 
damental objections to the leadership’s 
strategy among significant numbers of 
republicans then these are likely to emerge, 
and then not fully, some time ahead. The 
Ulster Unionist Party, however, is by 
^contrast a thoroughly decentralised and 
democratic organisation. It has the defects of ■ 

those virtues and has been riven by 
argument since the agreement was signed 
last Friday. Pragmatists and purists have 
been seeking to sway minds and hearts. 

The 860 delegates who meet will find in 
the agreement a Gladstone bag of bitter pills 
to swallow. The formula intended to ensure 
paramilitary decommissioning is disturb¬ 
ingly similar to the formula adopted, and 
then neglected, at the beginning of talks. The 
Prime Minister has written to the Unionist 
leader David Trimble to assure him that no 
party can participate in the administration 
of the Province without giving up its arms. 
But many nationalists believe that repub- 
, licans will place their pitchforks in the 
haystacks and insist that decommissioning 
should be left to “trust and rust" 

The proposed reform of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary may, some Unionists believe. 


lead to a lowering of the State's guard just as 
terrorist prisoners are being released to 
rejoin their comrades. Tony Blair has moved 
to reassure the Unionist population that the 
RUC will not be disbanded, but fears remain 
that the force’s capacity to operate at its 
current level of vigilance will diminish. 

Those fears, and other suspicions about 
the operation of cross-border bodies, will be 
highlighted by the agreement’s opponents. 
They have already weighed with the Orange ‘ 
Order. The opponents of the ^agreement 
within the Ulster Unionist Rarty are neither 
hysterical nor narrow but their arguments 
must be viewed in a broader context If the 
Ulster Unionist Council votes to. reject the 
agreement reached by their leader, then 
there will be joy unconfined in republican 
ranks..The Unionists will, in London's eyes, 
have placed themselves outside the pale, if 
Unionists say “no" then the British Govern¬ 
ment will still proceed with all that is 
unattractive in the agreement The pleasure 
of asserting ancestral rights will be bought 
at the cost of influence in Downing Street 

That influence, deployed during the 
negotiations that led to last week’s agree¬ 
ment, has secured for Unionists a deal 
which gives Ulster's democratic majority the 
chance to shape the Province’s destiny. 
Unlike Sunningdale. or the Anglo-Irish 
agreement the institutions envisaged in the 
Good Friday accord will be accountable to 
Ulster’s people and entrenched within the 
Union. Cross-border bodies will operate 
within tiie constraints of a “veto" always in 
the Unionist pocket. Armed with that 
assurance, genuine cooperation has a 
chance to take root. 

Unionists must ask themselves what is the 
alternative to the deal which David Trimble 
reached. Are they prepared to make from 
unease a posture of defiance? Or will they 
trust to their numbers, and negotiators, to 
safeguard their interests in new, democratic, 
institutions? It is a momentous decision. 
There can be no turning back. 


BACK TO THE BALLOT BOX 

An unusually unpredictable set of local elections 


Three weeks today the results of some 4,300 
seats affecting 166 councils will be available. 
This is unlikely to be the cause of enormous 
public interest Turnout in British local 
elections is always low by international 
standards. It has invariably been excep¬ 
tionally low in tiie year following a general 
election. Whatever the results, they will 
doubtless be regarded as an initial public 
statement on the standing of Tony Blair and 
his Government This assumption that local 
elections exist to provide an opinion outlet on 
national matters is accurate but undesirable. 

The relative anonymity of these contests 
this year is especially regrettable. For the 
first time in many years they will not be 
framed by the exceptional unpopularity of 
the Government It is also unlikely, though, 
that there will be a “Blair effect” strong 
enough to deliver votes automatically to 
Labour. There is thus the chance that at least 
in some places local issues will enjoy an 
unusual standing. There will also be the 
novel innovation in London of a referendum 
on the introduction of an elected mayor and 
restoration of an assembly. Finally, this 
campaign contains in deep camouflage three 
different sorts of partisan struggles within it 

These battles will make the subsequent 
war of interpretation strikingly complicated. 
In metropolitan districts, the Conservatives 
have not yet had time to recover from the 
utter devastation endured during the Major 
era. That is especially unfortunate for them 
as these areas often contain the least 
appealing examples of Labour councils. As 
matters stand, the Liberal Democrats are 
best placed to make the most of charges of 
corruption, cronyism and incompetence. 
Paddy Ashdown’s party will probably do 


well in such urban terrain, especially in 
Liverpool, Sheffield and Stockport 

The stoiy may well be rather different in 
the shire districts. The Conservatives stand a 
solid chance of retaking seats lost in tiie 1994 
landslide against them After years of 
decline, the Tories will put forward a larger 
number of candidates. They have already 
achieved a net advance of 55 council seats 
since Mr Blair entered Downing Street. 
That trend may continue with the Liberal 
Democrats suffering losses as a con¬ 
sequence. This will be the aspect that 
William Hague highlights after the election. 

The last and least predictable component 
is London. Adjacent boroughs offered 
dramatically different results in 1990 and 
1994. A further unknown dynamic this time 
is whether the referendum on the mayor, as 
Labour hopes, will increase turnout In the 
absence of any effective opposition to the 
proposal, this plebiscite may be electorally 
inconsequential. The Tories find themselves 
(xi the defensive in their flagship councils — 
Wandsworth and Westminster — while also 
extremely competitive in Brent and Croy¬ 
don. Astrology may prove as much help as 
psephology in understanding the outcome. 

In the end, there may be no dramatic 
change in party control of councils. That 
would be an apt result in many ways. 
Although the Government has developed a 
number of radical ideas for local govern¬ 
ment, such as executive mayors, none has 
yet been implemented. There is little 
indication that the Treasury is willing to 
offer enhanced fiscal independence. Local 
government may remain as Harold Mac¬ 
millan described it when he was the relevant 
minister “A poor tiling but mine own." 


CHEATING LIFE 

The world needed Pol Pot to face trial 


ring his lifetime, Pol Pot cheated more 
n a milli on Cambodians of . their lives. 

as reports of his death are confirmed, 
ias cheated the nation he terrorised of the 
nee to call to account one of the most 
nstrous instigators of mass kilting and 
tematic torture. This is not the first time 
t the dwindling Khmer Rouge fanatics m 
jungle have reported his demise. Almost 
i years ago he was said to have died. This 
a pictures of the former leader dead have 
n produced just as the Americans were 
wing up plans to have him arrested an 
i for war crimes. - _ 1llf 

; does seem as though the world “finajjy 
of the mild-mannered butcher of the km- 
fiefds. There must be doubt, however, 
t he died peacefully. Tritemeoneq^els 
he Khmer Rouge’s 
had finally isolated Pbl JW. ^ 
ire he had had several of lusfonner 
tenants and their famihesmurder^He 
:lU a show trial - for .deohgal 
iance rather than for his real5™"“ 

I sentenced to incarceration m *®jung 
,ph never handed over to the 
ian Government His death 
venient The remnants of the 
Tan surrender or slink away and 

M the orders for na 

d comrade: and the M 
alv what happened when ^ em 9 cra ^ 
npuchea slaughtered its owngPpie will 
er now be properly documented. 


His death makes it harder to exorcise the 
evil that he perpetrated. For a war crimes 
trial is not simply a chance to question and 
condemn: it is a catharsis for victims that 
pinpoints responsibility, serves as a warning 
and helps the process of healing and 
reconciliation. The greater the crime, the 
more necessary is the formal confrontation 
of evil with retribution. Nations that bleed 
demand justice to stanch the memories: that 
is what lay behind the Eichmann trial in 
Jerusalem; that is why Bosnia will never be 
at peace until Radovan Karadzic and Ratko 
Mladic are brought to account for their 
bloody ethnic cleansing. And until individ¬ 
ual responsibility can be established, all 
those associated in any way with the evil are 
judged collectively, and a renewal of normal 
life becomes impossible. 

Cambodians want to know how their 
terrible history occurred — even if this 
implicates thousands now lurking in the 
shadows or highlights questions about 
outsiders’ contributary responsibility and 
blindness to events. A trial would have 
Illuminated the way that an obsessive 
idealist, playing on popular resentment of 
Western dominance, can go so terribly 
wrong in a Third World where traditional 
values have broken down. And humanity 
would have learnt, as it has from Auschwitz, 
to read the danger signals in time. Pol Pot 
has cheated the world; his henchmen must 
still be identified and brought to account 


Incentive to keep 
Ulster agreement 

From Mr Tony Fuller 

Sir. It would appear from the reaction 
. bf the Grand Orange Lodge (report 
.April 16} that the peace agreement in 
Ireland is, (o say the least, suffering a 
setback. 

Perhaps the prospect of peace and 
sedulity in dial region is not sufficient 
incentive for its leaders and Ireland's 
other-political chiefs-to resolve their 
"differences. 

We are constantly Informed by the 
media that the "ordinary and decent" 
members of the community in Ireland 
want peace. If the present agreement 
fails then is it not about time those 
ordinary and decent citizens came 
forward and elected leaders who 
could fulfil their stated objectives? 

The incentive could be enhanced by 
~ the prospect of a referendum at the 
millennium, when the ordinary and 
docent residents of the rest of the UK 
could have the opportunity of secur¬ 
ing their independence. 

Further negotiations, if required, 
could of course continue between the 
Irish parties concerned, refereed by 
the UN, the Americans, or anyone else 
- who wants the job. 

Yours faithfully. 

TONY FULLER, 

Beech House. 

Worcester Road. 

. Chipping Norton, 

Oxfordshire 0X7 5XX. 

April 16. 

From Mr John Marshall 

Sir. As the hardliners among the 
Unionists in Northern Ireland 
attempt to unpick the brave and for- 
seeing compromise reached at Stor¬ 
mont on Good Friday, perhaps the 
British Government should remind 
them not to assume that rejection of 
the agreement will simply mean a 
return to the status quo ante. 

Let the Government make it clear to 
them that it cannot be taken for grant¬ 
ed that British taxes and — more im¬ 
portant — the lives of British soldiers 
are on indefinite offer to perpetuate a 
blinkered tradition. 

It is not only tiie people of Northern 
Ireland who are weary of terrorism 
and intransigence. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN MARSHALL 
48 Long Lane, 

(ckenham, 

Uxbridge UB10 8TA. 

April 16. 


Late-night sittings 

From Mr Nigel Evans, MP 
for Kibble Valley ( Conservative ) 

Sir. It is necessary for the Gov¬ 
ernment to conduct its activities in tiie 
spirit of fair play if fewer late-night 
sittings of the House of Commons are 
to be a reality (letter, April 4}. 

As one who delivered an ad¬ 
journment debate speech on forming 
in tiie Ribble Valley at 6.15am on 
March 26,1 am keen to see progress 
on this front. 

In cases where timetabling of Bills 
is agreed. Opposition scrutiny time is 
eaten away by the sudden announce¬ 
ment of government statements, or 
other parliamentary business. 

To add insult to injury, at the report 
stage of the Government of Wales Bill 
later on March 26, the Government 
introduced swaths of new clauses: this 
left little or no time to discuss 
important new Opposition clauses, 
some of which were not even dis¬ 
cussed because the timetabled guil¬ 
lotine fell before they were reached. 

If the Commons is to do its work 
properly, and its members are to get a 
decent night’s sleep, the Government 
could do no better than review these 
procedures. 

Thank heaven for the House of 
Lords! 

Yours ever. 

NIGEL EVANS 
(Conservative Constitutional 
Spokesman), 

House of Commons. 

April 15. 


Bulldozer job? 

From Mr Jason Berry 

Sir, You report today (News in brief) 
that the MP for Huddersfield. Barry 
Sheerman. wants us to destroy Buck¬ 
ingham Palace as part of our millen¬ 
nium celebrations. 

I wonder if Mr Sheerman would be 
willing to change his criterion from 
“the ugliest building blighting the 
land" to “the ugliest things blighting 
the land"? 

If so, I consider Huddersfield to be a 
lot Iks attractive than Buckingham 
Palace. 

Yours faithfully. 

JASON BERRY, * 

44 Ramshaw Drive, 

Chelmsford, 

Essex CM2 6UB. 

April 16. 

From Mr fan Ferguson 

Sir, 1 suggest that at the top of Mr 
Barry Sheerman’s “millennium de¬ 
struction challenge" list should be the 
Millennium Dome. 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN FERGUSON, 

Vika House, 

The Green. Upper Quinton, 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Warwickshire CV37 8SX. 

April 16. 


Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Gays’ confrontation in the cathedral 


From Mr Peter Tatehell 

Sir, The OutRage! protest in Canter¬ 
bury Cathedral has been condemned 
by some as "appalling" 1 report and 
photograph. April 13: letters. April 15]. 

I would suggest, however, that the 
hrief disruption of Easier Service 
pales into insignificance when com¬ 
pared with Dr Carey’s continuing 
support for discrimination against les¬ 
bians and gay then. What is truly 
appalling is his homophobia, not our 
intervention seeking justice. 

Sunday's protest was necessary 
because Or Carey is unwilling to 
listen to the concerns of the homo¬ 
sexual community. In the eight years 
since he became Archbishop, he has 
refused to meet the Lesbian and Gay 
Christian Movement When Dr Carey 
closes the door on dialogue, confront¬ 
ing him is the only option. 

There is much to confront him with. 
Oh five gay civil rights issues, the 
Anglican leader condones inequality. 

By opposing an equal age of con¬ 
sent he endorses the criminalisation 
of 16 and 17-year-old gay men who. 
under current discriminatory laws, 
face up to two years' imprisonment for 
consenting homosexual relationships. 

Dr Carey is against gay marriage 
and has declined to support legal 
rights for homosexual couples, thus 
depriving partners of recognition as 
next-of-km in the event of illness or 
death. 

The Church of England Children's 
Society, of which the Archbishop is the 
President bans gay foster parents: 
thus young people, who could be 
cared for by loving and responsible 
gay couples, are being left in the emo¬ 
tional coldness of a children’s home. 

By insisting on celibacy for gay 
clei^y Dr Carey gives a green tight to 
their harassment and dismissal. The 
Archbishop also wants to exempt the 
Church from the anti-discrimination 
clause of the Human Rights Bill, 
thereby permitting Anglican insti¬ 
tutions to deny equal treatment to 
homosexuals. 

We make no apology for ch alieng- 


Renewable energy 

From Ms Stephanie Tunmore 

Sir, Nigel Hawkes, in his advocacy of 
midear power as a solution, to climate 
change (Science briefing. April 6). 
.omics to mention the costs of decom¬ 
missioning and the insoluble problem 
of nuclear waste disposal, die twin 
rocks on which the industry has foun¬ 
dered. He dismisses renewable ener¬ 
gy sources such as wind and solar, on 
the grounds that the volumes required 
render these solutions impractical. 
Not true. 

Fbrty solar panels can power a 
house and every square metre in¬ 
stalled on a UK building will prevent 
the emission of over two tonnes of 
CO 2 during its 30-year lifetime. A1992 
DTI study concluded that solar panels 
could generate two thirds of tiie UK’S 
electricity requirements. 

The UK can also boast an enormous 
untapped offshore wind resource. The 
European Commission has calculated 
that the wind resource up to 30km 
from the coast is equivalent to three 
times the UK’s current annual electri¬ 
city consumption. Unlike Britain, 
other countries are pressing ahead 
with ambitious wind energy pro¬ 
grammes. Indeed Denmark will meet 
half of its electricity needs bom off¬ 
shore wind by 2030. 


Blowing the whistle 

From Professor J. F. Pickering 

Sir. The letter (April 6) from Ian 
McCartney, Minister of State at the 
DTI. regarding the "Whistleblowers’ 
Bill” is encouraging, particularly his 
assurance that “workers who act res¬ 
ponsibly in disclosing wrongdoing... 
in the course of their work should not 
be victimised for doing so”. 

What is now needed is appropriate 
redress for those who have already 
suffered such victimisation. Perhaps 
Mt McCartney’S ministerial col¬ 
leagues in the DfEE might lead the 
way by calling on the University of 
Portsmouth to make appropriate re¬ 
dress to Ms Bonnie Tall — a former 
Vice-Chancellor's personal assistant, 
who had to resign in 1994 after blow¬ 
ing the whistle on him for fiddling his 


Open season 

from Mr Anthony Marshall 

Sir, I have received a letter from Lon¬ 
don Electricity offering to supply me 
with gas at a cheaper rate than that of¬ 
fered by Thames Water. I eagerly 
await a counter-offer from British Gas 
to supply my next rail season ticket at 
a cheaper rate than British Telecom. ■ 

Yours faithfully, 

ANTHONY MARSHALL. 

13 Tideswell Road, SW15 6 U. 
antmar@globalnet.co. uk 
April 15. 


Paperclips 


From Miss Marjorie Dawson 

Sir, Is there any word in the diction¬ 
ary to describe “inveterate cutters-out 
of interesting items from news¬ 
papers”? The habit once started, 
seems to be incurable. 

Yours truly, 

MARJORIE DAWSON, 

35 Dunmore Road, SW20 8TN. 

April 16. 


ing the Archbishop. The real outrage 
is not our cathedral protest, but Dr 
Carey's advocacy of discrimination. 

Yours sincerely, 

PETER TATCH ELL, 

OutRage!, 

5 Peter Street, WJV 3RR. 

April 14. 

From Mr Derek Kemp 

Sir, My wife and 1 were silting at the 
foot of the pulpit steps when the crude, 
offensive demonstration by gay rights 
activists began in Canterbury Cathe¬ 
dral. jostling Dr Carey in the process. 
Understandably, for many in the con¬ 
gregation this was deeply upsetting. If 
the purpose of this intervention was to 
raise sympathy for their cause, it was 
certainly an odd way to go about it. 

You report that Peter Tatehell will 
be prosecuted under the Ecclesiastical 
Courts Jurisdiction Act of 1860. When 
he comes before the magistrates’ court 
in May an apology to all concerned 
would not come amiss if he has a 
shred of grace about him. 

I salute Archbishop Carey for his 
aplomb, his compassion for these mis¬ 
guided people and for his promptness 
in defusing what could have become 
an ugly situation. 

Yours etc. 

DEREK KEMP. 

Fairings, Hembrook Drive, 

Horsham, West Sussex RHI3 6EW. 
April 13. 

From Mr Adrian Russell 

Sir. Mr Geoff Hennessy (letter. April 
15) calls on the Church to “confront" 
issues such as homosexuality. Surely 
it is precisely the fact that Dr Carey 
and others do confront these issues , 
rather than going with the contem¬ 
porary trendy flow, that so enrages 
Peter Tatehell and his friends. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. J. RUSSELL, 

60 High Street Lytchett Matravers, 
Poole, Dorset BHI66BH. 

April 15. 


Nigel Hawkes is correct to focus on 
the need to phase out fossil fuels in toe 
next 40 years: but we don’t need to 
replace one polluting dinosaur with 
another in order to do so. 

Yours sincerely. 

STEPHANIE TUNMORE 
(Climate campaigner), 

Greenpeace UK, 

Canonbu/y Villas. NJ 2PN. 

April 7. 

From Mr Peter Jenson 

Sir, Nigd Hawkes suggests that we 
rejuvenate the British nuclear indus¬ 
try to meet COa emission reductions. 

How entertainingly controversial 
and how well timed, coinciding as it 
does with a BBC report from Cherno¬ 
byl that the concrete casing surround¬ 
ing reactor 4 is allowing in rain water 
that could either pass Into the Ukraine 
water supply or combine with toe 34 
tonnes of highly radioactive dust 
inside the sarcophagus to give toe 
world a fresh dose of radiation. 

The alternatives to nuclear power 
are after all “unpopular, says Mr 
Hawkes. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER JENSON, 

117 HoUydale Road, 

London SE15 2TF. 

April 6. 


expenses (article by Gary Slapper. 
Law. March 31) — and myself who. as 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, had beat 
made redundant after drawing atten¬ 
tion to toe matter. 

Yours faithfully. 

J. F. PICKERING, 

I The Fairway. 

Rowlands Castle, 

Hampshire P09 6AQ. 

April 7. 

From Mr Patrick Connell 

Sir. Protection for whistleblowers is 
not enough. They should be rewarded 
for the risks they take and the public 
good they serve. 

Yours sincerely. 

PATRICK CONNELL. 

13c Herbrand Street, WC1N JJJ. 

April 6. 


Berlin lesson 

From Mr Christopher Booker 

Sir, Mr Tom Salwey (letter. April 15) 
rightly points to toe Berlin airlift as an 
example of how Britain was “con¬ 
structively engaged" at “the heart of 
Europe" before the EU was even 
thought of. 

It might also be timely to recall why 
the Soviet Union blockaded Berlin in 
the first place. ' 

The immediate trigger for toe crisis 
was tiie Western Allies* rejection of a 
Russian proposal that the four sectors 
of Berlin should share a single cur¬ 
rency. which in effect would have 
given the Soviet Union political con¬ 
trol over the whole city. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHRISTOPHER BOOKER. 

The Old Rectory. 

Litton, Bath BA3 4PW. 

April 15. 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-7825046. 
e-mail to: letters@the-times.co.uk 


Funding for rural 
Britain’s new deal 

From Councillor MrsV.B. Bishop 

Sir, The “new deaf pledged for rural 
Britain" (report and leading article. 
April 13) has much that is welcome. 
However, neither your front page nor 
your editorial gave sufficient attention 
to toe real test: toe review of central 
government grant to rural local 
authorities, which was promised as 
urgent before toe election and could 
now, it seems, be several years away. 

More statutory duties have been 
passed to both county and district 
authorities, yet even for the fastest 
developing areas in toe country cen¬ 
tral funding has been cut painfully in 
favour of urban councils. 

The most unprofligate rural coun¬ 
cils are having to increase their tax 
demands to the point where they are 
up against the spending limits set by 
central government Unless this is cor¬ 
rected. the “new deal" will be worth 
less than it should be. 

Yours faithfully. 

BRENDA BISHOP. 

The Ropewalk, Hauxton Road, 

Little Shelford, Cambridge CB2 5HJ. 
April 13. 

From Mr Martin Anscombe 

Sir, Rather than pour money into 
regional agencies that will no doubt 
generate mountains of paper and vol¬ 
umes of hot air, Mr Meadter would 
do better to ensure the Treasury pro¬ 
perly funds shire councils. 

Better still, he should give whatever 
cash he can muster directly to rural 
town councils such as ours, which are 
having to maintain youth and com¬ 
munity centres (abandoned by our 
county council to meet schools' bud¬ 
gets) viral to the fabric and wellbeing 
of rural communities. 

Yours faithfully, 

MARTIN ANSCOMBE. 

2 Harvey Street, 

Watton. Norfolk IP25 6EP. 

April 13. 

From Mr Charles Wide. QC 

Sir, Mr Meacher announced “a direct 
and detailed response to toe Country¬ 
side March", but according to your 
report the issues which will be 
addressed do not include field sports. 

The march was initiated and orga¬ 
nised by the Countryside Alliance, a 
pro-field sports organisation. The trig¬ 
ger was Mr Michael Foster* Bill to 
criminalise hunting with hounds. 
Transport to London was largely 
arranged fry field sports groups, espe¬ 
cially the hunts. The key concern of 
the overwhelming majority of those 
marching was plain from the ban¬ 
ners, placards, badges, ties and 
sweatshirts. 

There is a range of other concerns 
about the quality of rural life which 
found expression on March 1. These 
are important and toe Government 
should address them. But toe central 
message of the Countryside March 
should not be distorted by those who 
would prefer not to have heard it. 

Yours faithfully. 

CHARLES WIDE, 

Church Cottage, Main Street, 
Glapthom, Peterborough PE8 5BE. 
April 14. 


Conduct unbecoming 

From the Reverend Peter Sutton 

Sir, A self-confessed adulterer holding 
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in toe 
Army has been found nor guilty of 
conduct unbecoming the character of 
an officer (report, April 10). 

Does this judgment mean that 
adultery is now acceptable behaviour 
in toe-eyes of those in. charge of our 
Armed Forces as well as toe Foreign 
Office? 

If so 1 believe it sets a bad standard. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER SUTTON. 

St Faith's Church. 

Victoria Square, 

Lee-on-the-Solent, 

Hampshire P013 9NF. 

April 10, 


Circle line 

From Inspector Stephen Morrill 

Sir. Mr Marcel Berenbhit. who has 
difficulty in locating Watford Junction 
railway station (letter, April 15), could 
always have rung Watford Police 
Station for directions. Our staff are 
local, as we have not yet devised a 
method of teleworking to deal with 
our customers. 

Not only could we tell him the way. 
we could also suggest a safe car park. 

Yours sincerely, 

STEPHEN MORRILL. 

Watford ftolice Station. 

Shady Lane, Watford, 

Hertfordshire WD11DD. 

April 15. 

From Mr Andrew Taylor 

Sir, Mr Berenblut may be the victim 
of a conspiracy. 

It could be try a phone company that 
gains from extra calls. A seller of road 
maps may also be involved. 

Or perhaps it’s the environment 
movement Is rt trying to ease conges¬ 
tion by making it difficult for motor¬ 
ists to find their way by car, so they 
end up going by train? 

Yours faithfully, 

A. TAYLOR. 

49 Seymour Court 
MusweiJ Hill, N10 1ED. 

April 15. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


ST JAMES’S PALACE 
April 16: The Duke of Kent, 
Colonel. Scots Guards, this 
evening attended a Reception 
at the Drill Hall, Horseferry 
Road. London SWl. to mark 
the association between the 
Scots Guards and A (London 
Scottish) Company of the 
London Regiment 
THATCHED HOUSE 
LODGE 

RICHMOND PARK 
April 16: Princess Alexandra, 


Today’s royal 
engagement 

The Princess Royal, as presi¬ 
dent Royal Yachting Associ¬ 
ation, will attend the Royal 
Yachting Association National 
Youth Sailing Championships 
at Looe Sailing Club. Boiler 
Street East Looe. Cornwall, at 
11 JO. 


Service 

luncheon 

Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards 

The Lord Provost or Edin¬ 
burgh attended a luncheon of 
the Regimental Council of the 
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
held yesterday in Edinburgh 
Castle. Major-General 
Charles Ramsay, Colonel of 
the Regiment presided. 


Service 

dinner 

University of Wales Air 
Squadron 

The Lord-lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan attended the an¬ 
nual dinner of the University 
of Wales Air Squadron held 
last night at RAF St A than. Air 
Marshal Sir Ivor Broom, Pa¬ 
tron. and Professor Keith Rob¬ 
bins. Senior Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Wales, 
were the guests of honour. 
Squadron Leader Andy Cairn- 
cross. Officer Commanding, 
was in the chair. Among 
others present were: 

The Air-Officer Commanding and 
Commandant. RAF College 
C ran well, the Director General or 
Technical Services and President 
ol the Ordnance Board, the Air 
Officer Wales, the Vice-Chancellor 
of rhe University of Wales. Cardiff, 
the Vice-Chancellor of rhe 
university of Wales. Bangor, the 
Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Wales. Swansea, and members 
of the academic staff from 
Aberystwyth. Bangor. Cardiff. 
Glamorgan. Lampeter and 
Swansea colleges. 


Patron of English National 
Opera, this afternoon received 
Mr Nicholas Payne and Mr 
John Waid. 

Her Royal Highness, Pa¬ 
tron of CARE, later received 
Mr Stephen Dog gen and Miss 

Jreria Plodennik. 

Notice is hereby given that in 
1999 the date for observance of 
The Queen's Birthday at home 
and abroad will be Saturday. 
12th June. 


Dinners 

Glaziers' Company 
Mr G.C. Bond. Master of the 
Glaziers' Company, with the 
Wardens received members of 
the court and their guests at 
the St Mark's Day Quarter 
Court dinner held last night at 
Glaziers' Hall. His Honour 
Robert Lymbery, QC, and the 
Masters of the Bakers’, Car¬ 
penters’. Masons' and Gold 
and Silver Wyre Drawers’ 
Companies were among the 
guests. 

Carmen’s Company 
Mr J.E. Ratcliff, Master of the 
Carmen's Company, presided 
at a dinner held last night at 
Carpenters' Hall. Major-Gen¬ 
eral M.S. White. Director 
General Logistic Support 

(Army), and Mr J.M. 

Ro both am, Chairman of the 
Institute of Advanced Motor¬ 
ists. also spoke. 

During the dinner, the Mas¬ 
ter presented the Carmen's 
Sword of Honour for 1998 to 
Lieutenant P.S. Reehal. RLC, 
whose father won the sword in 
1980, and the Royal Logistic 
Corps Safety Award 1997 to 
the Institute of Advanced Mo¬ 
torists. for *10 years of training 
drivers. 

Hue Institution of Civil Engineers 
Mr Nick Raynsford MP. Minister 
for London and Construction, was 
the principal guest and speaker at 
the annual dinner of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers held last night 
at Grosvenor House. Sir Alan 
Gockshaw. president, presided 
and Mr Barry Williams also 
spoke. The Lord Mayor of West¬ 
minster. Councillor Ronald 
Raymond-Cox. was among the 
guests. 


Lincoln’s Inn 

Major awards 

The Megarry Scholarship for 1998* 
99 has been awarded to Peter de 
Vemeui 1-Smith, of Selwyn College. 
Cambridge. 


Birthdays today 


Mrs Sirimavo Bandaranaike, 
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, 
82; Mr Chris Barber, jazz 
musician, 68; Mr John Bar¬ 
rett, tennis commentator. 67; 
Mr CJ. Brocksom. former 
chief executive, Axa Equity 
and Law Life Assurance Soci¬ 
ety, 62; Miss Joan Clague, 
former director of nursing 
services, Marie Curie Memo¬ 
rial Foundation, 67; Miss Ruth 
Etchelis, former Principal. St 
John's College, Durham. 67; 
Miss Clare Francis, novelist 
and former yachtswoman, 52; 
Miss Bella Freud, fashion 
designer, 37; Mrs Anne Har¬ 
ris, former national chairman. 
National Federation of Wom¬ 


en's Institutes, 73: Mr Henry 
Kelly, broadcaster, 52: Mr 
James Last, bandleader, 69; 
Viscount Margesson, 76; the 
Hon Sir Humphrey Maud, 
former diplomat, 64; Professor 
Sir Peter Morris, FRS, trans¬ 
plant surgeon, 64; Mr Ricardo 
Patrese, racing driver, 44; Mr 
Tristram Ricketts, chief execu¬ 
tive. British Horseracing 
Board.52. 

Mrs Dora Saint (Miss Read), 
writer, 85: Mr Christopher 
Sporborg, a deputy chairman. 
Hambros, 59: Sir Michael 
Vernon, former chairman, 
RNL1, 72; the Right Rev J. 
Yates, former Bishop at Lam¬ 
beth, 73. 


School 

news 

Holmwood House 

Summer Term began yesterday at 
Holmwood House. Colchester. 
Sports Day is on Friday. May 22. 
the Thibet Society fete is on 
Saturday. June 20 and term will 
end with Speech Day on Saturday. 
July 4. 

Queenswood 

School 

Summer Term at Queenswood 
begins on Sunday. April 19, with 
Caroline Rowe as Head Girl and 
i lg» Collier as Deputy Head GirL 
Confirmation will be on Saturday, 
May 16 ar 10.45am, the service 
being conducted by the Bishop of 
Hertford and the Rev G. Rogers. 
The Queenswood Bail will be held 
on Saiurday, June 27; further 
details are available from the 
school- Speech Day is on Saturday. 
July 4 with Miss Ruth GtedhilL 
Religion Correspondent of The 
Times, as guest speaker. Full 
details or this term’s music pro¬ 
gramme can be obtained from the 
Music DepartmenL 

St John’s School, 
Leatherhead 

Summer Term began on April 16 
at St John’s School. Leatherhead 
Richard Hickson is School Cap¬ 
tain. Charlotte Booth is Deputy 
School Captain and Joe Porter is 
Captain of Cricket. The Junior 
School play. William Shake¬ 
speare’S “Julius Caesar, will be 
performed on May 20, 21 and 22 
and there wifi be a production of 
“Caslighr by Patrick Hamilton 
on July 2and 3. Lieutenant Colonel 
N.T.R. Stevenson will inspect the 
CCFon May 15. Choral Evensong 
is ar 6J0pm on Tuesday. May 19. 
There will be an Old John} an 
Gaudy Lunch an Sunday, June 28- 
the School Concert will be at 
7J0pm that evening. Prhegiving is 
an Saturday, July 4 when the guest 
of honour will be Professor Patrick 
Dowling. FEng, FRS. Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor and Chief Executive of 
Surrey University. 

Sherborne School 
for Girls 

The following awards have been 
made for September 1998: 

1st Scholarships: Krlstabelle 
williams. ll+ Newiand House; Lucy 
Guest. 13* Kings HalL 
2nd Scholarships: Katherine Jacob, 
12+ Sherborne School for Girls; 
Georctna Lucas. 12+ Hazlegrove 
House: Rhumb! Moyo. 13 + 
Sherborne Preparatory SCfitJOL 
Minor Scholarship: Olivia Jacobsen. 
13+ Conesmore School 
Exhibitions: Minna Cowper Coles. 
12+ Hanford: Sarah Kipling. 13+ 
Sherborne Preparatory School: 
Helen Morgan. 12+ Hanford. 

Sixth Form scholarships: Suzanne 
Bradnum-Wllllams. Sherborne 
School for Girls, 1st scholarship; 
Elisabeth Reid. Sherborne School for 
Girls. 2 nd Scholarship. 

MUSIC 

1st SdudarsUp: Alexa Ramsey, 
Sherborne School far Girls. 

2nd Scholarships: Joanne Allen, 
Penot Hill school; Emily Walker. 
Sherborne School for Girts. 

Minor Scholarship: Jemima Lofts. 
Sunnlnghlll. 

Exhibition: Lucy Guest, Kings Hall 
Taunron. 

ART 

Sarah Patterson, Port Regts; Melissa 
Rudd, Godsrowe. 

Wycombe Abbey 
School 

Summer Term at Wycombe Abbey 
School stoned on Wednesday. 
April 15. The Seniors’ Association 
will be celebrating its Centenary at 
events taking place on June 12 and 
13. For details, please contact the 
General Secretary WASS, c/o 
Wycombe Abbey School. High 
Wycombe. Buckinghamshire HPU 
IPE. 

Term ends with Speech Day on 
June 27. The preacher will be the 
Right Rev. S Burrows, former 
Bishop of Buckingham, and the 
guest speaker will be Dr Eric 
Anderson. Rector of Lincoln Coll¬ 
ege. Oxford. After the speeches, the 
Lord Carrington KG. CH, will 
open the Music School. 

Wycombe Abbey School (Charity 
No. 310638) promotes the edu¬ 
cation of girls. 



Forthcoming 

marriages 


This rare German znasteipiece, 77ie Lamentation of Christ with a Group of 
Donors, has been acquired by the National Galleiy of Scotland. It is the central panel 
of an altarpiece triptych by an unknown Franconian master working between 1510 and 
1530. It shows a crucified Christ attended by Maxy Magdalene and others and was 
bought with the aid of a £90,000 grant from the National Art Collections Fund 


The Royal College of 
Ophthalmologists 

A ceremony for the admission of 
new fellows and members of The 
Royal College of Ophthalmologists 
was held at The Royal College of 
Physicians of London yesterday. 
Professor Alexander Crombie, Mr 
Brian Martin. Dr Bjorn Thylefors 
and Mr PCier Wright were admit¬ 
ted as honorary fellows. 


Fruiterers 

The Master of the Fruiterers’ 
Company, accompanied by the 
Wardens and Honorary Assis¬ 
tants. yesterday unveiled a plaque 
on the new development at No 1 
Queens hithe, Thames Court, City 
of London, where Worcester 
House, which the company occu¬ 
pied as its hall between 1587 and 
1623, once stood. 


Brunei University 

Lord Wakeham, Chairman of the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
has been installed as Chancellor of 
Brunei University. He succeeds 
Lord Halsbury, FRS. who was 
Chancellor for 30 years. 


Atlantic Council 

Dr Geoffrey Lee Williams, Direc¬ 
tor of the Institute of Economic and 
Political Studies, Cambridge, was 
the guest speaker at an Atlantic 
Forum Briefing, arranged by the 
Atlantic Council of the United 
Kingdom, last night at 8a Lower 
Grosvenor Place. Mr Alan Lee 
Williams, director, presided. 


Church in Wales 

Diocese of Swansea and Brecon 
Canon Geraint Morgan Hugh 
Hughes, Rector of LLandrindod 
with Cefnllys and Diserth. to be 
Dean or Brecon in succession to the 
Very Rev John Harris. 


How Roman Britain 
went on and on 

By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


ROMAN Britain lasted long¬ 
er than Roman rule, evidence 
from western England and 
Wales suggests. 

Classical culture persisted 
for perhaps three centuries 
after the legions withdrew in 
AD410 and, according to Dr 
Ken Dark, “even by AD600, 
most of what bad been 
Roman Britain was still 
under the political control of 
the descendants of inhabit¬ 
ants of the former Roman 
diocese". 

Dr Dark, a lecturer in 
politics at Reading Univer¬ 
sity, points out in British 
Archaeology that in the 4th 
century AD Britain was not a 
single province but a diocese 
of four or five provinces. The 
"Anglo-Saxon invasions” of 
the 5th century "probably 
took place in at most two of 
these provinces," Dr Dark 
believes, leaving a Roman 
culture in the western areas. 

In some cases, the Roman 
dvitates, or tribal areas, may 
have simply turned them¬ 
selves into British kingdoms, 
with that of the Dumnonii 
becoming the kingdom of 
Duranonia, and that of the 
Demetae in South Wales the 
kingdom of Dyfed. Written 
sources hint at the survival of 
Roman-Style admin istration, 
bureaucracy, law, schooling, 
and weights and measures. 
Dr Dark says: the author 
Gfldas “was trained to write 
high-grade Latin and well- 
acquainted with Roman (aw. 


pointless if Roman-style ad¬ 
ministration was obsolete in 
his youth”. 

The most striking new evi¬ 
dence comes from a manu¬ 
script in the Vatican, the 
Vergitius Romanos, dating to 
around AD50Q, probably 
painted in western Britain, 
and if so, the earliest surviv¬ 
ing British book. It contains 
texts by Virgil and illustra¬ 
tions in Roman style, a dra¬ 
matic testament to cultural 
continuity. 

Continued occupation has 
long been known from sites 
such as Wroxeter, the Roman 
Viroconium, and Tintagel in 
Cornwall where Mediterra¬ 
nean imports continued in the 
6th century. 

Roman terminology and 
decorations also persisted 
into the "Dark Age" in Wales 
and the West according to 
Susan Youngs of the British 
Museum and David Morgan 
Evans of the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries. while Latin epitaphs, 
still written in hexameters, are 
known on monuments such 
as that of Paulin us from 
Cynwyl Gaeo in Carmarthen¬ 
shire. 

Far from descending into 
chaos after AD410, much of 
Britain seems to have re¬ 
mained stable, far more 
Romanised, than has been 
supposed, and with a transi¬ 
tion into theSaxonageatafar 
higher level of organisational 
complexity than many schol¬ 
ars believed. 


Mr J^. Black 
and Miss S.R. Boxer 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, son of His 
Honour Judge and Mrs Barrington 
Black, of Hampstead, and Sara, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Clive 
Boxer, of Sianmore. 

Mr R.V. Bower 

and Miss K.B. Vandenneer 

The engagement is announced 

between Robert Venu son of Mr and 
Mrs David Bower, of Lincoln, and 
Katherine Belinda (Kale), younger 
daughter of Mr Roy Vandenneer, 
QC and Mrs Vandermeer, of 
Elscnee, Hertfordshire. 

Mr D J. Cowling 
and Miss P.L Davenport 
The engagement is announced in 
Hong Kong between David, son of 
Mr and Mrs Peter Cowling, of 
London, and Philippa, eldest 
daughter, of Mr Henry Davenport, 
of London, and Mrs Penelope 
Davenport, of Buckinghamshire. 
Mr B. Gefanan 
and Miss M. Janes 
The engagement is announced 
between Bruce Geiman, of 
Chicago. Illinois, USA, and Mi¬ 
chele Janes, or Pimlico, London. 
Major J.D. Gray 
and Miss LJ. Buxton 
The engagement is announced 
between' Major Jonathan Gray. 
The Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders (Princess Louise’s), 
only son of Mr and Mrs Ronald 
Gray, of Coiimon Village. 
Edinburgh, and Lucy Jane, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mis Gervase 
Buxton, of Clapham. London. 

Mr J.S. Healy 
and Miss A.F. Hughes 
The engagement is announced 
between Josh, elder sot of Mrs 
Alec Healy and the late Alec 
Healy. of Barkway. Hertfordshire, 
and Abigail, elder daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Ernest Hughes, of 
Laihom, Lancashire. 

Mr G.C Imlah 
and Miss LJ. Duckett 
The engagement is announced 
between Grant, eider son of Mr 
and Mrs Keith Imlah. of 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, and 
Lisa, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Patrick 'Duckett of Bath. 
Somerset. 

Mr N.E.F. Laughton 
and Miss SJE. BeO 
The engagement is announced 
between Nigel, younger son of the 
late Captain R.F.G. Laughton. 
Royal Navy, and of Mrs Ronnie 
Laughton, of Old Portsmouth. 
Hampshire, and Sarah, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Hamish 
Bell, of Long Crendon, 
Buckinghamshire. 

Mr H.G. Preston 
and the Noble M.L de Piro 
d’Amicn Ingtranez 
The engagement is announced 
between Hugh, younger son of 
Brigadier and Mrs Roger Preston, 
of Thorn thorpe. North Yorkshire, 
and Louisa, daughter of the 
Marquis and Marchioness de 
Piro, of Valletta. Malta- 
Mr R. van Rooij 
and Miss S.F. Haobtuy 
The engagement is announced 
between Rent son of De Heer and 
Mevrouw Johan van Rooij, The 
Netherlands, and Sam. daughter 
of Major Reginald Hanbury, of 
Rddlehinton. Dorset, and of Mrs 
Pippa Hanbury, of Market Raseru 
Lincolnshire. 


Mr J.H. Owen 
and Miss G.K. Perry 
The engagement is announced 
between Jason, son of Captain and 
Mrs Roger Owen, of Buckksham. 
Suffolk, and Georgina, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Colin Perry, of 
Shelsley Beauchamp. Worcester. 

Mr AJ. Rowland 
and Miss C Kimdson 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, son or Dr and 
Mrs K. Rowland, of Tarporley. 
Cheshire, and Caroline, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs T. Knudson. of 
Bergen. Norway. 

Mr S.C.G. Thomson 

and Miss LG. Davies 

The engagement is announced 

between Stuart, elder son of Mr . 
and Mrs Adrian Thomson, ofm 
Hebden Bridge. West Yorkshire, 
and Louise, younger daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Andrew Davies, of 
Faversham. Kent. 

Mr N.B. Tier 

and Miss E.R. Bal ia m i n e Dykes 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, second son of 
Mr Peter Tier and of Mrs Jill 
Millar, of Emswonh. Hampshire, 
and Emily, eldest daughter of Mr 
Thomas Ball amine Dykes, of 
Chidham, West Sussex, and of the 
late Mrs Isabel Edwards-Jones, of 
UUenhalt. Warwickshire. 

Mr P.G. Waller 
and Miss M.V.M. Cope man 
The engagement is announced 
between Philip, son of the Right ^ 
Hon Sir Mark and Lady Waller, of" 
Bradfield, Berkshire, and Mary, 
daughter of Dr and Mrs Refer 
Copeman, of Spencer Park, 
London. 

Captain J.D. Me L Wrench 
and Miss SA Alianson-Bailey 
The engagement is announced 
between Captain Jonathan 
Wrench. Grenadier Guards, 
second son of Mr D.F.B. Wrench, 
of Taunton. Somerset and of Mrs 
MJ. Wrench, of Fulham. London, 
and Samantha, eldest daughter of 
Mr P. Allan son-Bai fey. of 
Edington. Wiltshire and of Mrs 
PA. Alianson-Bailey. of Uphook, 
Hampshire. 

MrJJt Wright 
and Miss HJ. Cook 
The engagement is announced 
between James, younger son of Mr 
and Mrs William Wright, of * 
Plummers Plain, West Sussex, and W 
Heidi, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Michael Cook, of Benhall, 
Cheltenham. 


Marriages 


Mr AE.C Cohen 

and Mrs PJ. Man field 

The marriage took place quietly in 

London, on April 12 1998. between 

Alain Cohen and Penny Manfield. 

Mr R. Gosling 

and Miss N. Robb 

The marriage took place quietly on 

April 4, at Holy Trinity, Coates, 

near Peterborough. of Mr Richard 

Gosling, son of Mr and Mrs 

Robert Gosling to Miss Nicola 

Robb, daughter of Mrs J. Drever- 

Robb. 

Mr J. Kflroy 
and Miss E. Godfrey 
The marriage is announced 
between Jonathan, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Christopher Kflroy, of 
Oakley, Bedford, and Elizabeth, 
daughter of Mrs Janice Godfrey, of 
Todkfington. Bedford and the late 
Mr Paul Godfrey. 


Anniversaries today 


BIRTHS: John Ford, drama¬ 
tist Ilsington, Devon, bapti¬ 
sed this day. 1586: Edward 
Stillingfleet bishop. Cran- 
bome, Dorset 1635; James 
Thom, sculptor. Lochlee, 
Tayside, 1802 (he died on this 
day. New York, 1850); Sir 
Leonard Woolley, archaeolo¬ 
gist excavated Ur of the 
Chaldees, London, 1880; 
Nikita Khrushchev, Prime 
Minister of the Soviet Union 
1958-64, Kalinovka, 1894; 
Thornton Wilder, novelist and 
dramatist Madison, Wiscon¬ 
sin, 1897. 


DEATHS: Benjamin Frank¬ 
lin, statesman and scientist 
Philadelphia. 1790; Eddie 
Cochran, singer, Chippen¬ 
ham. Wiltshire, I960; Kawa- 
bata Yasunari. novelist 1972. 

More than 100.000 people 
drowned in Dort Holland, 
when the sea broke through 
the dykes. 1421. 

Martin Luther was excommu¬ 
nicated by the Diet of Worms. 
1521. 

An attempted invasion of 
Cuba was made at The Bay of 
Pigs. 1961. 
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Obituaries 


SIR RONALD MILLAR 


Sir Ronald Millar, playwright 
and political speech writer, 
died yesterday aged 78. He 
was boro in Reading on 
November IZ 1919. 
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O ver the years. Margaret 
Thatcher wore out 
reams of speech writers, 
but Ronald Millar out¬ 
lasted even her, becoming one of 
the few members of her entourage 
to go on to work for John Major. He 
gave Thatcher many of her memo¬ 
rable lines, including “The lady's 
not for turning" and The Old 
Testament prophets did not say, 
‘Brothers, I want a consensus’". 
Only he was trusted with inserting 
jokes — a very serious business for 
Mrs Thatcher. Occasionally they 
had to be explained to her. 

Yet Millar became a speech writ¬ 
er by accident. His first love was 
the theatre, and he was the author 
of popular plays, musicals and film 
scripts, as well as an effective 
administrator of his beloved 
Haymarket Theatre. 

Ronald Graeme Millar's father 
died when he was only 18 months 
old. His mother never remarried, 
but combined a life on the theatre 
boards with bringing up tlte boy. A 
benefactor helped to pay for him to 
take a scholarship to Charterhouse, 
and he found out years later that 
his mother had pleaded with the 
benefactor and his schoolmasters 
to keep him away from the theatre. 
She wanted him to prepare for a 
more secure career and had the 
Diplomatic Service in mind. 

Millar went to King's College. 
Cambridge in 1939 to read Classics. 
But he showed little interest in his 
studies and joined several drama 
societies instead. In 1940 he pined 
the Navy, and he was very disap¬ 
pointed to be invalided out in 1943. 
He then toured the provinces as an 
actor and started to try his hand at 
writing. He realised that his special 
talent was for dialogue. 

He made rapid progress, writing 
film scripts for Ealing Studios 
between 1944 and 1948 and having 
two plays — Frieda (1946) and 
Champagne for Delilah (1948) — 
performed in London. He was then 
seduced by lucrative offers to go to 


Hollywood and write scripts for 
MGM. But his real passion was to 
write for live audiences. Having 
learnt as an actor how to deliver a 
speech and manipulate an audi¬ 
ence, MQlar knew how to make a 
play “work". After six years in 
Hollywood, he returned to Britain 
in 1954 and began a productive 
period of writing. 

With a liking for costume drama 
and a nose for a good story, he 
adapted Rudolph Besier's drama 
about the Brownings as the long- 
running musical Robert and Eliza¬ 
beth (1964), and had another long 
run wiih Abelard and Heloise 
(1970), with Diana Rigg as the nun. 

Millar became particularly 
known for stage versions of the 
novels of C. P. Snow, of which the 
first. The Affair (1961), was proba¬ 
bly the best. Ir was' a tense, 
psychological thriller about Cam¬ 
bridge dons disputing whether one 
of their number had won his 
fellowship by fraud, and entertain¬ 
ing audiences with the closely 
argued and literate dialogue of the 
High Table. The last Df four Snow 
adaptations, A Coat of Varnish 
(1982), was a somewhat didactic 
play for our times about the need 
and greed for money and an Eng¬ 
lish middle class under threat from 
violence. Here, however. Millar 
betrayed his besetting weakness for 
a moral, a laugh and a thrilling 
curtain-line. 

Millar was not a member of the 
Conservative Party — nor even 
particularly interested in politics — 
when at a dinner in 1968 he 
complained to the Tories' publicity 
director. Geoffrqr Tucker, about 
the quality of its press material. 
Tucker challenged him to submit 
suggestions and drafts for speech¬ 
es. Millar did some radio scripts for 
the party, but was never on friendly 
terms with Edward Heath. Millar 
had actually voted Labour in 1964, 
and during the 1970 general elec¬ 
tion he gave a radio talk as a 
disillusioned Labour voter, assail¬ 
ing Harold Wilson as “the man 
who was always wrong". 

When she became Conservative 
leader Margaret Thatcher was 
suspicious of MQlar. But when he 
suggested using a phrase of Presid¬ 



ent Lincoln's — that governments 
do not make the poor richer by 
making the rich poorer — she 
produced from her handbag a piece 
of paper with the identical quota¬ 
tion. The relationship soon ripened, 
and Millar quickly became a 
trusted confidant, both loyal and 
discreet. Though primarily a writ¬ 
er. his political strength of mind, 
during the miners' strike and other 
crises of her Governments, made 
itself felt on policy, too. 

As a bachelor, Millar could be 
summoned at short notice to 
Downing Street or . Chequers to 
help with speeches. During reshuf¬ 
fles Mrs Thatcher was sometimes 
at a loss for a suitable appointment 
at junior level, and -occasionally 
asked his advice, even though he 
was scathing about some of the 
ministers she dung to. “It'S all 
about casting," he would-say, and 
one politician whose claims to 


Cabinet preferment he especially 
advanced was Chris Fatten. 

Mrs Thatcher was not a natural 
orator or phrase-maker. Her party 
conference speech in 1975 was an 
attempt to reunite the party after 
her overthrow of Heath. She wrote 
it herself. It ran to 60 pages and 
was. according to Millar, “awful". 
He and Patten helped to rescue it 

In Central Office on the morning 
of May 4,1979, when it was clear 
that she would shortly be going to 
the Palace to become Prime Minis¬ 
ter, she asked Millar if he had 
something suitable for her to say to 
die world's media. He did, but refu¬ 
sed to tell her until her majority 
was assured. When it was, he took 
her to a quiet room and a secretary 
(later Lady Wakeham) typed out 
die lines attributed to St Francis, 
beginning “Where there is discond. 
may we bring harmony". 

One participant compared later 


all-night speech writing sessions 
with her to a spell in the salt mines. 
Often she was plagued by self¬ 
doubt. “But is it me?" she would ask 
Millar. 

He became her guide in fraught 
moments, such as the night before 
her 1975 party conference speech. 
How should she acknowledge the 
defeated and still embittered Ted 
Heath in her first conference 
speech as leader? Again, how could 
she reassure die faithful only hours 
after the Brighton bombings in 
1984? He had been in her suite mere 
minutes before the bomb exploded. 
The year before at Blackpool she 
had asked what last-minute revi¬ 
sion she should make to her praise 
of Cecil Parkinson, the architect of 
the 1983 general election victory, 
when he departed in disgrace amid 
revelations, by his former mistress, 
Sara Keays. Millar suggested that 
Parkinson be briefly mentioned at 


the beginning of the speech. Only 
then would the audience attend to 
die rest His advice was followed. 

Over the years Millar dismissed 
the many entreaties from news¬ 
paper editors and publishers to 
spill some of the beans (“not the 
right thing, old boy"). He agreed to 
write his memoirs only when it was 
dear that Baroness Thatcher was 
going to publish hers. His amusing 
A View from the Wings was 
published in 1993. with impish 
humour winning out over Millar's 
solemn exterior. 

Only once did she turn on him: 
when The Times carried a post- 
election exclusive in 19S7 about the 
rows in the party over advertising. 
Millar had been'a link between No 
10 and the advertising company 
Young & Rubicam. She was ftiri- 
ous and virtually accused him of 
leaking the story. He was outraged 
and it was the only occasion when 
he thought of taking his leave. 

Millar was one of the best friends 
Mrs Thatcher had. Yet his gentle¬ 
ness and self-deprecating humour 
made him a stark contrast to her. 
John Major was more like him. but 
he was surprised and reluctant to 
be recalled as a speech writer under 
the new Prime Minister. Chris 
Patten persuaded him. 

With Major, too, he usual ly spent 
the morning of the final conference 
day advising on the leaders speech. 
The 1993 conference at Blackpool 
was particularly difficult Many 
commentators claimed that John 
Majors political life was at stake 
and that he needed to make the 
speech of his life. Millar found the 
Prime Minister alone in his room 
in deep depression, borne down by 
press criticism and the open disloy¬ 
alty of colleagues. 

Major complained about the 
amount of attention that Lady 
Thatcher had received — she had 
upstaged him for the third parly 
conference in a tow — and ex¬ 
pressed his doubts about carrying 
on. For 2h. hours there was no 
discussion of the speech, as Millar 
struggled to restore his confidence. 
MQlar had dealt with people with 
first-night nerves before but had 
never encountered such a crisis as 
this. The speech was a success. 


Ronald Millar was hurt when 
some of his old Thatcherite* friends 
criticised his support for Major. He 
remained a friend of Lady Thatcher 
and her husband, but was dis¬ 
mayed at what he regarded as the 
self-seeking and mischievous be¬ 
haviour of some of her courtiers. In 
time, his dismay extended to Lady 
Thatcher herself as she turned on 
her successor. 

Yet it is as her speechwriter that 
he had his greatest impact. During 
the early performances of his plays. 
Millar used to sit in the audience 
and rewrite lines that did not work. 
As a speechwriter he believed thai 
his secret was an understanding of 
the audience, rather than his ability 
as a writer. “It has to work as 
theatre." he often reminded 
Thatcher. But he also understood 
the person he affectionately called 
"Madam", and as a dramatist and 
screenwriter he was used to putting 
words into other mouths. 

S ir Ronald (he was knighted 
in 1980) regarded Mrs 
Thatcher as a star and 
wrote star parts for her. A 
good friend said. “She is the only 
woman in his life" but that was not 
the case. He had many female 
friends and the relationships were 
not always platonic. A reviewer of 
his memoirs fastened on Millard 
coy descriptions of advances from 
Ivor Novello and Sir Terence 
Rattigan. but the insinuation that 
Millar was homosexual outraged 
his girlfriends. Millar loved women 
but never married, claiming that 
his ambition to be successful in the 
theatre took precedence. He was a 
caring and careful godfather, who 
communicated his love of food and 
wine at the Ritz. 

He twice thought of an elected 
political career. In 1945 the Conser¬ 
vative MP and Evening Standard 
drama critic Beverley Baxter was 
so impressed by the young play¬ 
wright's feel for politics in his first 
play. Zero Hour, that he promised 
to arrange a safe Tory seat for him. 
But nothing came of this. In 1979 
Millar was again encouraged to 
think of a seat The advice of his 
good friend Chris Patten was to 
forget it — “you would hate it". 
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Pol Pot, leader of the 
Khmer Rouge and 
dictator of Cambodia, 
1975-78. died on April 15. 
He was believed lobe in 
his seventies. 


P ol Pot was one of the 
most brutal and 
feared dictators of the 
centuiy. who tried to 
impose extreme communist 
measures on Cambodia with¬ 
out the least regard for human 
life. He was the perpetrator of 
the 1975-79 Khmer Rouge “kill¬ 
ing fields" in Cambodia which 
left more than a million people 
dead either through wide¬ 
spread executions or through 
starvation, disease and over¬ 
work. His futile and ill-judged 
policies drove his country to 
the bottom of the league of 
Third World poverty. After 
years of civil war, women, 
children and the old were all 
driven, often at gunpoint, into 
the counnyside to work. 
Money was abolished, and a 
wholly inadequate system of 
rationing was introduced. Pol 
Pbi was sentenced to death in 
absentia by a court in the 


capital Phnom Penh, soon 
after his overthrow by an 
invading Vietnamese army in 
1979, but escaped justice by 
fleeing into the hills. 

Pol Pot was bom Saloth Sar 
in 1925 in a village in the king¬ 
dom of Cambodia, then a 
French Protectorate and pan 
— like the future Vietnam — of 
France's Union of Indo-China. 
Saloth Saris family was not 
pari of the local elite so he was 
not groomed to work under 
die French, in Indo-China's 
premier secondary schools. In¬ 
stead, he was sent to a Roman 
Catholic school in the capital, 
where he was among the more 
fringe intellectuals whose bud¬ 
ding dissatisfaction with 
French colonialism was com¬ 
bined with antipathy to the 
collaborating elite. 

The boy learnt that many of 
the French denigrated Cambo¬ 
dia's majority Khmer popula¬ 
tion as incapable of self- 
government and destined to be 
overwhelmed by more “dy¬ 
namic races", such as the 
Vietnamese, whom the French 
were using to help them to 
administer the protectorate. 


Pol Pot’s political life began 
with his support for the Demo¬ 
crat Party, an organisation 
founded by graduates of the 
Site schools who wanted to 
achieve Cambodian indepen¬ 
dence nan-violently, by giving 
the Khmer people control of 
the adminstration. Democrat 
politicians helped to arrange a 
scholarship for Pol Rot to 
study radio electronics in 
France, where he became in¬ 
volved with groups of Marxist 
students from the colonies. 

In 1953 he returned to Cam¬ 
bodia and joined the Cambo¬ 
dian communist maquis that 
the Vietnamese Communists 
had promoted to conduct 
armed opposition to the 
French. Although the Viet¬ 
namese preached proletarian 
internationalism, in practice 
they implied that Cambodians 
were not capable of making 
revolution by themselves. 

The 1954 Geneva Agree¬ 
ments confirmed the political 
predominance of the Vietnam¬ 
ese communist movement in 
the northern half of Vietnam, 
but forced it to withdraw from 
Cambodia, to which the 


French had granted indepen¬ 
dence under its conservative 
monarch, Norodom' Siha¬ 
nouk. Many Cambodian 
Communists took refuge in 
Vietnam, but Pol Pot stayed 
behind to face Sihanouk's 
repression of political opposi¬ 
tion. He joined a cell which 
purged the remnant Cambod¬ 
ian communist structure of its 
disillusioned members. 

Two years later he took over 
the leadership of what Siha¬ 
nouk dubbed the Khmer 
Rouge, and in 1964 he took 
refuge with Vietnamese com¬ 
munist forces along Cambo¬ 
dia'S border with South 
Vietnam. Sihanouk kept Pol 
Pot’s party in check not only by 
continuing repression, but by 
cultivating the friendship of 
China and North Vietnam as a 
counterweight to the United 
States, which he believed was 
plotting to subvert the king¬ 
dom. After the United Stares 
intervened massively against 
the communist insurgency in 
South Vietnam in 1965, the 
insurgents became reliant on 
supplies and sanctuaries 
authorised by Sihanouk. Ftal 
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Pot became convinced that the 
Vietnamese cared only about 
their own revolution, not 
about helping their Cambodi¬ 
an comrades. In the late 1960s, 
against Vietnamese advice, he 
launched an armed uprising 
against Sihanouk, whose do¬ 
mestic policies had precluded 
the kind of capitalist 
modernisation of Cambodia 
that was sweeping other parts 
of South-East Asia. 

Pol Pors break with the 
Vietnamese might have been a 
political dead-end if Sihanouk 
had not been overthrown in a 
military coup in 1970. Instead, 
after the United States lent its 
support to the coup-makers. 
Vietnam, Sihanouk and China 
gave hill backing to the 
fledgeling insurgency created 
by Pol Pin, who nevertheless 
hid his Communist Party in 
complete secrecy deep behind 
a united front headed by 
Sihanouk Vietnamese mili¬ 
tary intervention. Chinese 
supplies and recruiting ap¬ 
peals by Sihanouk gave Pol 
PM the backing he needed to 
take advantage of the popular 
reaction to the authoritarian 
venality of the American- 
backed military regime and 
the US bombing of insurgent 
strongholds. By 1975 this cata¬ 
pulted his fast-growing Com¬ 
munist Party and army into a 
position to defeat his oppo¬ 
nents. slough off Vietnamese 
support and render Sihanouk 
politically irrelevant. 

Pol Pot now proceeded tony 
to create an advanced commu¬ 
nist society. Choosing eclecti¬ 
cally from the most radical 
policies on offer, he took them 
further than anyone had pre¬ 
viously dared He hoped to 
surpass all previous revolu¬ 
tions by forging Cambodia's 
population into a mass of pro- 
letarianised and “Khmerised" 
peasants, while making his 
still covert Communist Party 
into a politically pure van¬ 
guard of the working class and 





the nation. He aimed to pro¬ 
duce an agriculturally pros¬ 
perous and industrialised 
Cambodia strong enough to 
exist independent from both 
capitalist and communist 
powers. His programme in¬ 
cluded the abolition of money 
and markets, and driving all 
town-dwellers into rural agric¬ 
ultural co-operatives. 

Pol Pot ordered civil ser¬ 
vants and military personnel 
from the previous regime to be 
secretly executed. This encour¬ 
aged local Communist Party 
members to kill urban evacu¬ 
ees and non-Khmer who re¬ 
sisted or complained about the 
punitive regimen of hard agri¬ 
cultural labour and starvation 
rations to which many were 
subjected. In 1975 and 1976, PDl 
Pot’s regime murdered Marx¬ 
ist intellectuals and middle- 
ranking Communists who 
began to challenge him. 

The situation worsened still 
further after he emerged from 
the shadows and was named 
Prime Minister of the country 
he now called Democratic 
Kampuchea. As the starva¬ 
tion. epidemics and arbitrary 
killings which his policies 


engendered became horribly 
obvious, he ordered a system¬ 
atic extermination in 1977 of 
party members of “bourgeois" 
background, whom he ac¬ 
cused of deviance. 

I n 1978 he launched mili¬ 
tary raids into Vietnam 
to try to compel it to 
recognise the Cambodi- 
an-Viemamese border. This 
provoked devastating counter¬ 
attacks, after which Pbl Pot 
orchestrated another massive 
blood purge. This time he put 
to death most of the Commu¬ 
nist Party's experienced peas¬ 
ant leaders. Towards the end 
of the same year he began 
another purification drive to 
kill almost afl surviving party 
veterans, apparently believing 
that the whole Communist 
apparatus had to be replaced 
to create conditions for his 
policies to succeed. This new 
purge was disrupted by a 
Vietnamese invasion, which 
overthrew Pol Pot in January 
1979. The Vietnamese occupied 
the country and put in place a 
new Communist regime under 
their tutelage. 

By this time. Pbl Pot had 


killed perhaps a fifth or more 
of Cambodia's population, 
which had stood at around 
eight million. He should have 
bam politically finished, but 
Cold War realpolitik was on 
his side. China and the non¬ 
communist governments of 
South-East Asia, backed by 
the United States and Western 
Europe, opted to support his 
guerrilla opposition to Viet¬ 
nam's dominance in Cambo¬ 
dia. They persuaded Sihanouk 
and virulently anti-Vietnam¬ 
ese Cambodian anti-Commu- 
nists to join an opposition 
coalition with Pbl Pot’s Demo¬ 
cratic Kampuchea, which pub¬ 
licly forswore communism. 
Pol Pot returned to total seclu¬ 
sion and through the 1980s he 
plotted from behind this new 
united front to build up the 
strength to seize power again. 

Some feared that he would 
be handed the chance to do so 
by the 1991 Paris peace agree¬ 
ments brokered by the United 
States, the Soviet Union and 
China The agreements gave 
Democratic Kampuchea the 
opportunity to compete in 
elections against the regime it 
had opposed in Phnom Penh. 
But Pol Pot’s hope that the UN 
would support Democratic 
Kampuchea were unfulfilled. 
He boycotted the elections and 
resumed guerrilla warfare m a 
vain but bloody attempt to 
prevent them. The party asso¬ 
ciated with Sihanouk won the 
1993 ballot, and joined its 
erstwhile enemies in Phnom 
Pfenh in a new coalition that 
°radua!ly drove Pol Pot's 
forces into marginal areas of 
Cambodia's upland jungles. 
In 19% and 1997 he was 
reported to be suffering from 
malaria, and moves were 
made to bring him to justice. 

Pol Ptot's first wife reported¬ 
ly went insane in the 1970s and 
he separated from her. He is 
believed to be survived by a 
second wife and their one or 
two children. 
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. GOOD FRIDAY 

There are welcome signs that the 
people of this country are beginning to 
rediscover the significance of Good 
Friday. It is true that Mr. Pollock-Hill 
has had to use our columns for a protest, 
as admirable in temper as it was 
justified in substance, against a new 
misuse of the day. Yet the sympathy 
stireed by his letters supports his own 
view that this was, more or less, an 
accidental lapse, of which no repetition 
need be feared in years to come. And, 
apart from this special incident, the 
efforts to secure a worthier observance 
— efforts in which the Bishop of 
Swansea and Brecon and the Chuiidi of 
England Men's Society have been 
prominent—seem to be achieving some 
definite results. These results, it is true, 
are still far from complete, and the 
influences which tell against them are 
considerable. Entertainment-sellers will 
not easily forgo the opportunities of a 
day when normal labour is suspended, 
and a large section of the populace 


ON THIS DAY 

April 17,1930 


One of the signs of religious revival 
referred to was the vast sale of recent 
books on the life of Christ and of “His 
teachings?. 


cannot easily resist the attraction of 
entertainment Such resistance is not 
helped, it is fair to add. by the too 
frequent example of men who-should set 
a better example. That many golf-dubs 
should hold their open meetings and 
prize competitions on Good Friday is, to 
say the least, an offence against good 
taste. The question of “Sunday golf 
stands upon a different footing, for 
Sunday is a feast-day, when any 
recreation that does not crowd out 
worship from the day's programme is 


justifiable. But Good Friday has a 
unique place in the calendar. To every 
Christian it is a time of most solemn 
commemoration. To others, it can be an 
opportunity of showing respect for 
beliefs which they do not share and of 
remembering a historic event which, on 
any estimate, was also a historic 
tragedy. 

Fortunately, the perception of these 
truths seems to be widening. Protests 
against various forms of desecration are 
themselves evidence of a new outlook. It 
is not from ecclesiastical sources only 
that they are heard, and apart also from 
specific protests there is a rising and 
more general dissatisfaction with a 
neglect of Good Friday which a few 
years ago was regarded as normal and 
inevitable. Mr. Pollock-Hm has rightly 
noted that the observance of Armistice 
Day, gaining as it has in earnestness 
instead of losing by the passage of 
time, should be a habit ^attuning the 
public mind to a commemoration yet 
more solemn and universal in its 
claim. 


wS“5f % 























THE TIMES TODAY 


FRIDAY APRIL 171998 


JEREMY HOGAN/AP 


NEWS 

Westland turns to Italian rival 

■ Westland, the Somerset company that rocked die Toiy 
Government and took Margaret Thatcher to the brink of 
resignation, is set to become the world’s second largest 
helicopter maker through a deal with Agusta, an Italian rival. 

The European defence alliance that was championed by 
Michael Heseltine In the mid-1980s but opposed by his Prime 
Minister is at last about to happen. The agreement will create a 
rival to Boeing—.........-Page 1 

Academic attacks ‘childlike’ Princess 

■ A leading academic has provoked outrage and debate with 

the publication of an article in which he castigates Diana, 
Princess of Wales, for being a childlike and self-obsessed 
sentimentalist who had no proper understanding of her royal 
role_Page I 


£200m for Ulster 

In a move to underpin the peace 
agreement. Northern Ireland is 
set to benefit from a £200 million 
aid package-Page 1 

'Curb spending 1 

In a thinly veiled warning to the 
Cabinet, Gordon Brown said 
Labour would, only achieve its 
aims of higher spending on 
health and education if it tight¬ 
ened up on expenditure across the 
board-Page 2 

Britanny base 

England's World Cup squad has 
opted for the charms of a ultra¬ 
modern hotel on Brittany's Atlan¬ 
tic coast. The Germans, typically, 
have scored with their base on the 
Riviera -Page 3 

Pressed to go 

The head of information at the 
Lord Chancellor's Department 
has been forced to quit after being 
blamed for a stream of bad pub¬ 
licity about Lord Irvine of 
Lairg-Page 5 

Unfit motorways 

Uncertainty over the Govern¬ 
ment's road-building programme 
has suspended indefinitely plans 
to add lighting to 250 miles of 
busy motorways_Page 6 

New asylum centres 

The Government is to embark on 
an expansion of immigration and 
asylum detention centres after ad¬ 
mitting that the present system is 
a "shambles"-Page 9 


Hydro fuel 

A US discovery that can split 
water into hydrogen and oxygen 
marks a milestone in the genera¬ 
tion of alternative fuels to run 
cars-Page 7 

Wife on the farm 

Farmers' wives are the new agri¬ 
cultural entrepreneurs, diversify¬ 
ing into pick-you-own produce, 
farm shops and B&B; yet they are 
not being paid_Page U 

Wordsmith dies 

Sir Ronald Millar, the speech- 
writer who spanned three Con¬ 
servative eras and gave Margaret 
Thatcher her celebrated “the la¬ 
dy’s not for turning" line, has 
died ar7S..Pages 1Z2Q.23 

Blair the peacemaker 

Israeli and Palestinian officials 
believe Tony Blair will use his 
success in brokering an Ulster 
peace framework to propose 
terms to end the deadlock in the 
Middle East process-Page 15 

Death of a tyrant 

Pbl Pol who ushered in Year Zero 
and the killing fields to Cambo¬ 
dia. has died in a remote village 
near the Thai border where rem¬ 
nants of his Khmer Rouge force 
hold out Pages 14.2L 23 

Annan’s Africa recipe 

UN chief Kofi Annan bluntly told 
Africa to stop blaming its ills on 
its colonial past as he pushed for 
economic reform and democrati- 
sation on the continent- Page 16 


Four-day holiday to toast millennium 

■ Britons will enjoy four days off work to usher in the 
millennium under plans expected to be approved by Cabinet 
this month. Friday, December 31,1999, will be declared a Bank 
Holiday under the scheme, and the standard New Year’s Day 
holiday will be taken on Monday. January 3, 2000, because 
January 1 falls on a Saturday_Page 1 



Three Indiana conservation officers, training in river-rescue techn 
dinghies are tossed in churning waters at the base of a dam on the 1 


Pounding: The strong pound is be¬ 
ginning to take its toll on the previ¬ 
ously buoyant services sector with 
export order books slipping to their 
lowest in five years_Page 25 

Takeover duo: Stephen Hinchlifie 
and Christopher Harrison, being 
investigated by the SFO alter the 
collapse of their Facia empire in 
1996. are behind a £1.5 million take¬ 
over of the Knoydart estate in 
Scotland.:.Page 25 

Reverse bid: Lanica Trust whose 
£1.2 billion break-up bid for the Co¬ 
op ended in ignominy, is to be the 
subject of a reverse takeover by 

City Gourmets.Page 25 

Markets: The FTSE 100 fell 72.1 
points to dose at 6002.0. Sterling 
rase to 108.1 after a rise to $1.6926 
and to DM3.0592_Page 28 


Football: It only takes a few min¬ 
utes in Alex Ferguson's office to see 
that his passions still rage, Oliver 
Holt writes in the first of a two-part 
interview-Page 46 

Cricket: The most attractive game 
In the county championships open¬ 
ing round is between Kent, run¬ 
ners-up last year, and Middlesex, 
now coached by the Australian 
John Buchanan —__Page 42 

Snooker Fred Davis, world cham¬ 
pion eight tiroes and younger 
brother of Joe Davis, has died aged 
84. He was also a world champion 

at billiards_Page 48 

Racing: The French-trained Xaar 
came from last to first to win the 
City Index Craven Stakes and re¬ 
mains a short-priced favourite for 
die 2.000 Guineas_Page 43 



vhite River. The fourth officer was h 
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Live dangerously: The cultural in¬ 
dustry has no space for the instant 
spark of brilliance that demands 
attention now" — Richard Morri¬ 
son wants a bit more risk¬ 
taking.....Page 33 

Great Tate: Sir Dennis Stevenson, 
the chairman of the Tate, on the 
gallery’s visionary 21 st-century 
Bankside building, and why he is 

retiring from die job-Page 33 

Pop 1: The two Falkirk lads who 
make up Arab Strap tell Caitlin 
Moran about life. pubs. sex. and 
the small-town tales that have in¬ 
spired their new album ..-.Page 34 

Pop 2: With the royalties still roll¬ 
ing in from his days with Police, the 
band is former guitarist Andy Sum¬ 
mers has moved on to front his own 
jazz trio..Page 35 
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SATURDAY TIMES 

■ VISION 

Whaf s on TV and radio 
this week, including 
Stressed Eric (left) . 

■ MURDER, 

THEY WRITE 
A 20-page extra 
on 100 masters 
of crime .fiction 


New Drew. Drew Barrymore, for¬ 
mer child star, former addict and 
still only 22 , talks about losing her 

bad-girl image.-Page 19 

Rude boy: The Mayor of New York 
wants hs citizens to be more polite. 
Joe Joseph suggests that London 
should become ruder-Page 19 


Pedal power Thanks to Yves Saint 
Laurent, pedal-pushers are making 
a welcome return.Page 18 

No esse to answer Alan Rus- 
bridger. Editor of The Guardian, 
replies to accusations that he 
hounded Jonathan Aitken over the 

libel case_Page 39 

Must try harder: As plans proceed 
for another relaunch of The Ob¬ 
server in September, its former Edi¬ 
tor Jonathan Fenby analyses a 
history of false dawns..Page 39 
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Preview: A new series turns con¬ 
ventional garden wisdom on fo 
head (Wild About the Garden, C 4 , 
8 pm). Review. Paul Hoggart is dis¬ 
turbed by the first of two documen¬ 
taries about women suffering 
domestic violence— Pages 46 ,47 

No turning back 

The 860 Ulster Unionists delegates 
who meet on Saturday will find in 
the agreement a Gladstone bag of 
bitter pills to swallow.-Page 21 

Back to the ballot box 

Local government may remain as f 
Macmillan described it when he 
was the relevant minister “A poor 
thing but mine own"-Page 21 

Cheating life 

It does seem as though the world fc'j 
finally rid of the butcher of the&' 
killin g fields —.Page 2 ^-- 


MATTHEW PARRIS ££ 

I think that some kinds of palhia^:;: 
leadership are rather like surfing^ 
yet in the end, the surfCT-poIMciiij^'i, 
is not the master he is'tfte plaj£^| 
thing of big forces which he ' 
learnt to ride, cannot alter and da$-.. ; 

not cross.—.—. Page 29”;" 

JOHN LLOYD 
Our political parties are in danger 
of becoming rich men’s trumpets 
because they are becoming more 
and more dependent on their 
money. Labour has a chance to 
mute the notes they blow. But it wQ] 
mean bucking a trend, upsetting 
new friends and placing the party's 

funding at risk___Page 20 

PETER STOTHARD 
For two thousand years the speech- 
writer has been an unfashionable 
necessity for those in public life. Sir . 
Ronald Millar was the most infiu- * 
ential political speech writer of his 
time. He wrote powerful words for 
three Prime Ministers and particu¬ 
larly famous phrases for Margaret 
Thatcher..Page 20 



Great escapes: What choices face 
those wanting to leave teaching, 
and what skills wOl they need to 
succeed?_Page 40 

The step taken by the Czedis [in 
joining Nato after a majority in 
parliament where the only opposi¬ 
tion was from old communists and 
republicans] marks the start of a 
new era for security in Europe 
—La VanguarduL Barcelona 


Sir Ronald MHfar, playwright and 
political speech writer; Pol Pot, 
leader of the Khmer Rouge and 
dictator of Cambodia Page 23 


Ulster agreement; Peter Tatchell on 
Canterbury protest; rural Britain's 
new deal; nuclear energy: whistle¬ 
blowing; conduct unbecoming; 
Berlin lesson.Page 21 
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ASSESS 



ACROSS 

I ti*s possible pips may be found 
here (2.3.5). 

7 Sport little woman takes up 
initially under duresse ft)- 

10 Repairman aboard for difficult 
tasks ( 8 ). 

11 Bill’s left that's clear {6). 

12 Loaf used by a bachelor, very 
excited [ 6 ). 

13 Quote ancients could provide ( 8 ). 

15 Bismarck for one. losing money 
in gambling (4). 

16 Brown horse carries soldiers (or 
equivalent) ( 10 ). 

18 Not hung up, and out of trouble 
(33.4). 

21 Active agent secures opening in 
rep (4). 

22 Rather thin ale brewed around 
that place ( 8 ). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20767 
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24 Conduct that’s dreadful ex¬ 
tremely corrupt ( 6 ). 

25 Snake half hypnotically moved 
about ( 6 ). 

26 Violinist must acknowledge ap¬ 
plause (4,13). 

27 Up to no good after end of shift 
(4). 

28 Oversleep, say. and be late for 
public appearance (3.2.5). 

DOWN 

2 Noway to fit boat in after it's been 
rebuilt (3J3Z2). 

3 Wait as Jack goes into haunt (4.5). 

4 Allow people in after Conser¬ 
vative. Winston’s successor (7). 

5 Gamble on finding chamber 
empty (7,8). 

6 Wander around idly and drink 
port (7). 

8 Volte-face giving you, by the 
sound of it, quite a shod; (1-4). 

9 -Wayour really covers it (5). 

14 Withdraw from game, having 
been stumped, perhaps (S3). 

17 Noticing vest bra on models (9). 

19 Endless rambling tale about Eng¬ 
lish sailors (7). 

20 Child's family hide (7). 

22 With cross in record, written up 
as living abroad (5). 

23 Attention-seeker's call on tele¬ 
phone in accommodation ( 5 ). 
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□ General: the wintry weather is 
coming to an end although the 
eastern highlands in Scotland will see 
a little more snow, and it will still be 
cool in all parts. Eastern Scotland and 
eastern England will be doudy with 
showery outbreaks but the ram win 
peter out in southeast England during 
the afternoon. Northern Ireland, Wales 
and western parts of England and 
Scotland will have sunny spells and 
scattered ahowere. 

Tonight any remaining showers in 
east will move away to leave most 
areas dry with broken doud and dear 
periods. However, showers wfll fall on 
some northwest coasts, and there 
may be a frost m central areas. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
E Midlands: dull morning with out¬ 
breaks of rain, but brighter weather 
will edge slowly east this afternoon. 
Fresh northerly wind. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Central S&N, E, NE England, W 
Midlands: doudy with showers, but 
sunny spells this afternoon. Brisk 
northwest wind. Max 9C (48F). 




□ Channel Isles, SW, NW Eng¬ 
land, S&N Wales, Late District, 
Isle of Man: sunny spells and 
scattered showers. Bnsk northwest¬ 
erly wind. Max IOC (-50F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land: showery outbreak, especially 
on coast, brighter inland. Snow only 
likely over high ground. Chill north to 
northeasterly wind. Max 9C (48F). 

□ SW, NW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Cent Highlands, Argyll, N Ireland: 
sunny spells and scattered showers, 
wintry over mountains. Fresh north to 
northwesterly wind. Max IOC (-50F). 

□ Orkney, Shetland: cloudy and 
cold with occasional showers, wintry 
on high ground. Moderate to fresh 
north wind. Max temp TO (45F)- 

□ Republic of Ireland: sunny spells 
but showery in northwest. Wind fresh 
northerly, decreasing. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Outlook; tomorrow temperatures 
will start to recover with only the odd 
shower. Rain likely to spread from 
west on Sunday; northern and eastern 
Scotland may stay dry. 
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Changes to chart below from noon: low A drifts slowly east to Belgium and ME 
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on a bright outlook 
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Hinchliffe behind Knoydart purchase 


By Jason Nissfi 






The picturesque estate of Knoydart has been bought for El-5 milli on 


STEPHEN HINCHLIFFE and 
Christopher Harrison, the business¬ 
men being investigated by the Seri¬ 
ous Fraud Office after the collapse of 
their Ffcda retailing empire in 1996. 
are behind a £1.5 million takeover of 
die Knoydart estate in the West of 
Scotland. 

The purchase has angered local 
residents and the Knoydart Founda¬ 
tion — the group backed fay Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh, the theatre 
impresario, and Christopher Bra¬ 
sher, the Olympic gold medal-win¬ 
ning runner— which has been trying 
to buy die estate for £1 million. 

Mr Harrison and Margaret Ann 


Hepplcstone, an associate of the pair, 
became directors of Knoydart 
Peninsular, the company that owns 
the 16,000 acre estate, in February. 
The company has been owned for the 
last Oveyears by Titaghur, a Dundee 
jute company whose shares were 
suspended eight years ago by the 
Stock Exchange: 

Although no official transfer is 
recorded. Mr Harrison met Ian 
Robertson, the estate manager, at the 
weekend to discuss plans for 
Knoydart Mr Robertson has not 
been paid for over two years. 

Mr Hinchliffe has also told Philip 
Rhodes; a property developer who used 



Hinchliff e: under investigation 

to own Knoydart that his companies 
now own the estate. Mr Rhodes is 
owed more than £200.000 by 
Knoydart Peninsular. 


Titaghur has been run for 
more than a decade by Reg 
Breaiey, a Sheffield business¬ 
man who, like Mr Hinchliffe, 
is a former director of Shef¬ 
field United Football Club. 
He stood aside recently in 
favour of Graham Avery. 

Mr Avery is the former 
chairman and chief executive of 
WB Industries, an engineering 
group. An investigation by the 
fraud squad into property deals 
by WB while Mr Avery was in 
charge led to the arrest of Mr 
Hinchliffe, though he was later 
released without charge. 

Colourful past, page 26 
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S&P Composite 110844 (- 10 . 88 )* 
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Sterling hits 
service sector 
order books 


By Aiasdair Murray, economics correspondent 


THE strong pound is begin¬ 
ning to take its toll of the 
previously buoyant services 
sector with export order 
books slipping to their lowest 
levels in five years, the 
British Chambers ofrCom- 
merce said yesterday. 

Domestic order bodes and 
business confidence also de¬ 
clined as companies began to 
lose ground to cheap imports 
in the UK market, the BCCs 
quarterly economic survey 
revealed. 

The BCC also issued a 
warning that the manufactur¬ 
ing sector is heading for 
recession as exports continue 
to slump and domestic order 
growth dries up. Economists 


said the survey pointed to a 
weaker than previously ex¬ 
pected first-quarter GDP 
growth rate and was likely to 
strengthen the hand , of the 
more dovish members of the. 
Bank of England’s Monetary 
Policy Committee. . 

However, the survey also 
showed that recruitment diffi¬ 
culties remain dose to all-time 
high levels, and the City will 
face an anxious wait for the 
latest set of labour market 
data, which is due on Wednes¬ 
day, before it can feel folly 
confident that there will be no 
immediate rise in rates. 

Currency traders ignored 
the weak data to send the 
pound surging higher again 


Lanica smells 
the coffee in 
reverse takeover 


By Dominic Walsh 


LANICA TRUST, the quoted 
vehicle of Andrew Regan, 
whose £1.2 billion break-up 
bid for the Cooperative 
Wholesale Society ended in 
high-profile failure, is to be 
the subject of a reverse 
takeover by City Gourmets, 
the coffee bar chain. 

Under the terms of the 
deal, which is expected to be 
completed in the next two 
weeks, Mr Regan will leave 
Lanica, which is effectively 
now just a cash shell, and his 
controlling stake will be 
diluted to about 10 per cent 
The shares, suspended at 
£1950 more than a year ago, 
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Whittaker experience 


are likely to be valued at 
around 100p when they are 
relisted. The company will 
be renamed City Gourmets. 

The coffee bar group, 
which recently announced 
plans to seek a listing mi the 
Alternative Investment Mar¬ 
ket. confirmed yesterday 
that it was in talks with 
Lanica. A spokesman said: 
“We are coming to the mar¬ 
ket quite shortly, and doing 
something with Lanica Trust 
is one of the possibilities 
we Ye considering. 1 * 

City Gourmets, which op¬ 
erates seven Madisons coffee 
bars, was acquired three 
years ago by Gareth LJoyd 
Jones, a former Tie Rack, 
executive, arid Simon 
Broackes, son of Sir Nigel 
Broackes, former Trafalgar 
House boss. It has appoint¬ 
ed Nigel Whittaker as non¬ 
executive chairman to 
provide public company and 
retail experience. Mr Whitta¬ 
ker chairs Card Clear, the 
fraud prevention systems 
provider, and a director of 
Wickes. the DIY group. 

A spokesman for Mr 
Regan ref used to comment. 

Commentary, page 27 


on the foreign exchanges as 
speculation that German rates 
might rise faded. 

Sterling climbed three pfen¬ 
nigs to DM3.0592 against the 
mark and its trade weighted 
index rose a full point to 108.1. 
The pound also rose from 
$1.6852 to $1.6926 against the 
dollar — its highest level for 
more than four months. 

In contrast, the stock market 
struggled throughout the day 
as Asian markets and Wall 
Street headed lower and prof¬ 
it-taking hit shares in the 
banking sector. The FTSE 100 
dosed down at 72-1 points at 
6.002, although volume was 
thin at 679 million shares. 

The BCC said growing com¬ 
petition from cheap exports is 
starting to hurt both manufac¬ 
turing and service sectors in 
the domestic market 

Manufacturers are still 
bearing foe brunt of the slow¬ 
down with confidence at its 
lowest level for five years 
while domestic orders growth 
has slumped to its second 
lowest reading during foe 
same tixnespan. Export order 
books have declined even fur¬ 
ther to hit a seven-year low. 

Service sector export order 
books have also been squeezed 
to their lowest level since 1992. 
Domestic sales growth de¬ 
clined to its lowest reading for 
nearly two years while confi¬ 
dence in turnover and profit¬ 
ability dipped slightly firm 
the previous quarter. 

Further evidence of foe 
slowing economy was provid¬ 
ed by the cashflow figures 
which showed small and me¬ 
dium-sized businesses espe¬ 
cially hard hit while the over¬ 
all indicator recorded its 
lowest reading for 18 months. 
The number of companies 
expecting to raise prices also 
declined across both the man- ! 
ufacturing and service sectors. 

Ian Peters, deputy director- 
general of the BCC said: “The 
Bank of England must now 
display a muted front and 
make dear that interest rates 
have peaked. Failure to do so 
may be all that is needed to tip 
the manufacturing sector into 
recession." 

The BCC survey results 
were backed up by a separate 
report published by Coopers & 
Lybrand yesterday which said 
the risks of a “hard landing" 
for the British economy had 
increased markedly in the past 
six months. 
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Jean-Pierre Gamier, who yesterday gave analysts an assessment of progress at SmithKline Beecham’s clinical trials 
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Unwinding 

Stephen Davidson, chief 
executive of Telewest 
Communications, 
yesterday surprised the City 
by standing down as the 
cable group unveiled a long- 
awaited £649 million 
merger with its rival General 
Cable. 

Page 26, Tempos 28 

Replacement 

Premier FamelL the 
electronic components 
distributor that parted 
with its chief executive three 
months ago. said it was 
making satisfactory progress 
in finding a replacement 
Page 27, Tempus 28 


SB happy over 
departure of 
speculators 


ByPaulDurman 


JEAN-PIERRE GARNIER, 
chief operating officer of 
SmithKline Beecham, yester¬ 
day attributed the sharp fall in 
the pharmaceutical group's 
share price this week to a 
recognition by speculators 
that foe company is not about 
to do a merger. 

Dr Gamier was in London 
to lead a four-and-a-haJf hour 
research and development 
presentation that was given to 
American analysts in New 
York on Tuesday. Despite an 
upbeat account of the more 
than 60 drugs that SmithKline 
Beecham have in clinical tri¬ 
als. the shares fell by 39*2p on 
Wednesday and by a further 
24p to 725p yesterday. 

Dr Gamier said: “Because 
of the firm way we have 
rejected the concept that we 
are about to do a merger, a lot 
of foe speculative interest has 
gone out of the stock. 1 am 
quite happy about that" 

He said he would not dis¬ 
agree with one analyst’s com¬ 
ment that SB has die best 


pipeline of new drugs after 
Pfizer. However, other ana¬ 
lysts take the view that the 
hopes for products such as 
Avandia for insulin-resistant 
diabetes. Ariflo for asthma 
and ldoxifene for osteoporosis 
are insufficient to justify the 
recent SOOp share price. 

Although Dr Gamier re¬ 
fused to comment on the 
reasons for the collapse of the 
proposed £110 billion deal 
with Glaxo Wellcome, it seems 
SB may give a fuller account 
next Wednesday, when Jan 
Leschly. chief executive, and 
George Poste, chairman of 
R&D. are due to appear before 
a select committee of MPs. 

Dr Gamier said R&D 
spending on non-vaccine 
drugs already represented 21 
per cent of sales, and expects 
this “to creep up at a reason¬ 
able pace". He said R&D was 
a “competitive weapon" for 
SB. which claims it is faster 
and more efficient at develop¬ 
ing new products made pos¬ 
sible by advances in genetics. 
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St Michael turns pensions pioneer 


By Susan Emmeit 

MARKS & SPENCER is considering 
breaking into foe group personal 
pension (GPP) market after foe success 
of its personal pension products, ine 

* Financial arm of the lugh street retailer, 

which also offers unit trusts, personal 
equity plans, personal loans and ub 
assurance, is looking at the feasibility 
of extending personal pensions to 
groups, after being approached by a 
number of companies requesting the 


service. If M&S moves into a market 
that was worth about £848 million last 
year, it would be the firstto offer GPP 
on an execution-only basis. Tradioon- 
aliy GPP schemes have been the 
preserve of financial advisers. As such. 
M&S's proposal has been greeted with 
scepticism by many in foe market who 
believe there is a strong need for advice 

»« ,he 

competition by using its brand name 
and adopting foe same low cost 


formula that it uses for its personal 
pensions. 

M&S has sold more than 12300 life 
and pensions policies since their 
launch in 'May 1995 and the group's 
pension fund has grown by more than 
38 percent. 

A spokesman for Marks & Spencer 
Financial Services (M&SFS) said: “We 
have best getting a number of ap¬ 
proaches and it would be stupid not to 
consider this option. However, we are 
adopting a cautious approach. We 


need to establish whether we have the 
right system to support this." 

The retailer said that it wouJd also be 
studying the highly competitive GPP 
market before proceeding with plans. 

A spokeswoman for foe Association 
of British Insurers said: “The life and 
pensions market is very competitive, 
very strong. But Marks & Spencer has 
the main advantage of its brand name. 
Smaller businesses may be more 
confident with a well-known name. It’s 
a big selling point" 
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Hinchliffe to be laird in a controversial manor 


Bv Jason Niss£ 
and Fraser Nelson 


THE ARRIVAL on Good ftiday of Christopher 
Harrison at Inverie, the small vil lace on the edge 
of Loch News where the Mallaig ferry docks, 
brought die prospect of a new laird for the 16,000 
acre estate of Knoydart. Although Mr Harrison 
described himself as only a director of the 
Knoydart Peninsular, the company that owns 
the estate, locals were in no doubt that he and his 
long-time associate. Stephen Hinchliffe, have 
become the latest in the long list of colourful 
owners for the troubled estate. 


Knoydart—sandwiched between the lochs of 
Nevis (meaning heaven in gaelic) and Houm 
(meaning hell) on Scotland’s west coast - was 
one of the areas worst hit by the highland 
clearances that followed the defeat of Bonnie 
Prince Charlie at the Battle of Culloden in 1746. 

Resentment festered between the locals and 
Knoydart's owners, reaching boiling point 
shoray after the Second World War. Tne then 
owner was Lord Brocken who. like the current 
lord—his grandson—was imprisoned, though 
for Nazi sympathies, not fraud. When the Gov¬ 
ernment returned the land to Brackett in 1948. 
rebels led by the Seven Men of Knoydart 


spit 

ween them. Their rebellion failed, but Brocket! 
became an absentee landlord. He sold out in 
the 1950s and the estate passed through a 
number of hands — including Major Nigel 
Chamberlayne-Macdonald and Lord Hesketh, 
the Conservative whip in the Lords — until it 
was purchased by Titaghur, a Dundee jute 
company, in 1993 for £1.7 million. 

Reg Brealey, chairman of Titaghur, had 
plans to turn the estate into an adventure 
holiday resort. A former member of the 
General Synod of the Church of England and 
chairman of Sheffield United Football Club. 


Mr Brealey saw his company's shares suspend¬ 
ed in 1990 after an insider-dealing inquiry that 
ultimately cleared him. 

His plan came to naught with bills left unpaid. 
Titaghur put the estate up for sale, but rejected a 
host of offers. Mr Breaiey's rule ended earlier 
this year when he ceded control of Titaghur to 
Graham Avery. Mr Avery's WB Industries was 
investigated by the fraud squad at the end of the 
1980s but no charges were brought. 

Mr Avery appeared at Knoydart in February 
assuring the locals of its fiiture. By then he had 
already struck the deal to sell the estate to the 
new lairds of KnoydarL 


Telewest’s 


ASHLEY COOMaeS 


chief quits 


as merger 
is unveiled 


By Chris Ayres 


STEPHEN DAVIDSON, chief 
executive of Telewest Com¬ 
munications. yesterday sur¬ 
prised the City by standing 
down as the cable group un¬ 
veiled a long-awaited £649 
million merger with its rival 
General Cable. 

Since Mr Davidson joined 
the company five years ago, it 
has undergone a radical re¬ 
structuring. Its share price has 
dived from I95p in 1995 to just 
63p last year. Yesterday, shares 
fell 3’jp to 85 l 2p. 

Mr Davidson is understood 
to have been employed on a 
one-year contract with a 
£335,000 basic salary. He is 
likely to receive one year's 
salary as a payoff, although 
Telewest yesterday emphasised 
that he had resigned of his own 
accord. Charles Burdick, fi¬ 
nance director of Telewest 
said: "He felt it was time to go 
and do other things.” 

One City insider yesterday 
described Mr Davidson as "a 
good guy who got a bad press” 
although some analysts were 
less flattering. He will be 
replaced temporarily by David 
Van Valkenburg. currently 
chief operating officer of 
Telewest as the company 
searches for a replacement 

The board of the merged 
company has not yet been 
decided, although Gaty Ames, 


present chairman of US West 
International, will become 
chairman. He said yesterday: 
“We believe that the combined 
group will be better positioned 
to take advantage of new 
product development and 
growth opportunities such as 
digital television and internet 
access in a period of accelerat¬ 
ing technological change." 

The company added that it 
did not rule out further con¬ 
solidation of the cable market, 
and said that it was still in a 
position to make acquisitions, 
it said none were currently 
planned. Telewest and Gener¬ 
al Cable revealed last month 
that they were in the advanced 
stages of merger discussions. 

Both General Cable and 
Generate des Eaux, the French 
group which owns 40 per cent 
of the cable company, gave 
Telewest until April IS to come 
up with a bid. It later emerged 
that NTL had also made an 
offer for General Cable and 
that CWC had expressed an 
interest. Details of their dis¬ 
cussions with the company 
have not been made public. 

The merger represents a 
major shake-up of the cable 
industry, with the expanded 
group emerging as the UK 
market leader. It has interests 
in 43 franchises covering 
about 5.8 million homes. 



Safeway 
steps up 
loyalty 
card war 


By Fraser Nelson 


Colin Smith, of Safeway, is hoping to steamroller over his competitors' loyalty cards 


SAFEWAY, the struggling su¬ 
permarket chain, will next 
month attempt to buy back 
lost shoppers by giving away 
£20 million worth of bonus 
points through its ABC loyal¬ 
ty cards. 

In an attempt to prize 
customers from Asda, Tesco 
and J Sainsbiny, the super¬ 
market is offering double 
bonus points to those who 
spend £160 a month and triple 
points to those who spend 
more than £240 a month. 

Safeway is seen as the loser 
in the loyalty card wars, 
which erupted in 1995- 

The move met a cool recep¬ 
tion by the City yesterday and 
Safeway shares held at 364p. 
One analyst said: “Safev.ay’s 
problems are far deeper-root¬ 
ed. and it’s not going to solve 
them by giving away a few 
more loyalty points.” 

Roger Ramsdea head of 
tiie loyalty card division, said 
that although Safeway had 
seven million ABC cards in 
issue, 25 million were hardly 
used at all. 

The increased loyalty card 
discount scheme comes three 
months after Colin Smith, 
chief executive of Safeway, 
admitted to the City that the 
company would have to sacri¬ 
fice profitability to remain 
independent 

Since Mr Smith broke off 
takeover talks with Asda last 
autumn. Safeway's share 
price has been held up by 
hope that another merger 
would soon emerge. 

Shoppers who use their 
ABC cards in April will be 
able to claim their enhanoed 
bonus points on everything 
but petrol from May I. • 
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Alsthom to 
lose £lbn 
before float 


By Carl Mortished, 

INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS EDITOR 


GEC Alsthom is to be stripped 
of its £1 billion cash mountain 
before flotation in June as 
GEC and Alcatel, its parents, 
secure funds to pursue their 
own expansion strategies. 

The main beneficiary will be 
Alcatel, the French company, 
which will receive 520 million 
ecu (£340 million) in net 
payment for the sale to GEC 
Alsthom of Cegelec, the electri¬ 
cal contractor. In addition, the 
two companies plan to share a 
12 billion ecu special dividend 
drawn on the rail and power 
generating equipment com¬ 
pany. 

The terms of the Cegelec 
deal, which were revealed this 
week to a private meeting of 
City analysts, take account of 
the electrical company's liquid 
balance sheet, which is be¬ 
lieved to include net cash 
amounting to J.4 billion ecu. 

Cegelec generates little prof¬ 
it. producing an operating 
margin of just 73 million ecu 
on 3 billion ecu in sales. 
However, GEC Alsthom told 
its audience yesterday that it 
expects to generate an extra 
100 million ecu in annual 
profit from Cegelec by 2002. 
raising the company's margin 
to the group level of b per cent. 


State ‘told 
Yamaichi to 
hide losses’ 


By Graham Serajeant 
FINANCIAL EDITOR 


YAMAICHI Securities, the 
collapsed Japanese broking 
house, has claimed that a top 
official at the Ministry of 
Finance (MoF) fatally advised 
it to hide losses, which mount¬ 
ed to £900 million in an 
offshore company. 

The report of an internal 
investigation at Yamaichi 
says that its top managers 
sought advice on the losses in 
1992. Until then they had 
avoided disclosure by window 
dressing, shuffling what were 
then losses of £550 million 
around companies with differ¬ 
ent accounting dates. 

The report, prepared by 
Takamasa Kamoto, former 
managing director, claims 
that Nobuhiko Matsu no. then 
head of the MoFs securities 
bureau, advised that rival 
Daiwa hid such losses over¬ 
seas and congratulated Yama¬ 
ichi for a job well done when it 
later reported that ir had done 
the same. 

Mr Matsuno. now vice- 
chairman of the Regional 
Banks Association of Japan, 
denied at a parliamentary 
session in March that he had 
instructed Yamaichi to hide 
the losses. 
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BSkyB issues writ in 
set-top box battle 


THE increasingly bitter battle between digital broadcasters 
intensified yesterday when BSkyB confirmed that it had 
issued, but not served, a writ against BDB. its terrestrial 
rival. BSkyB said it was concerned the set-top boxes needed to 
unscramble BDB’s pictures would be incompatible with 
those provided bv BSkyB, which is 40 per cent owned by 
News International, parent company of 77te Times. However. 
BDB. a joint venture between Carlton Communications and 
Granada Group, yesterday argued that all BSkyB's services 
would be available using its set-top boxes apart from some 
parts of its electronic programme guide. 

Mark Booth, chief executive of BSkyB, said: “BDB is now 
prepared to talk and we have a meeting scheduled for today. 
This will help to ensure that customers can purchase new dig¬ 
ital technology without concern about upgrades or changes in 
service providers. That is what our agreement with BDB 
stipulated and that is what we are crying to achieve.’' 


Faupel shares in retreat 


SHARES in Faupel Trading Group fell 4p to 26p yesterday 
after the textile importer warned investors profits in the year 
to March 31 would be little changed from the previous 12 
months, when the company earned £720.000 before tax. The 
total dividend is likely to be unchanged. The City had 
anticipated profits of £1 million, lain Brown, chief executive, 
said the company had been hit by weak trading conditions in 
March. He said "he could see no long-term problems. 


Italian banks in talks 


CREDITOITALIANO is negotiating a merger with the unquot¬ 
ed Unicredito group that would create Italy's most profitable 
bank with nearly 2.700 branches. Shares in the Milan-based 
bank, which would have 60 per cent of the enlarged group, were 
suspended for an hour after jumping more than 10 per cent. 
Unicredito is a grouping of three savings banks. The talks cams 
as a surprise as Credito Italiano was thought more likely to link 
with Banco di Roma or Banco Nazionale del Lavoro. 


Warning for Lloyd’s 


THE Lloyd's insurance market is fast losing market share to 
global insurance groups, and must act “quickly and derisive¬ 
ly” to reverse the "slide, Ron Sandler, the Lloyd's chief execu¬ 
tive. said yesterday. He told the spring conference of the 
Association of Lloyd's Members (ALM) that insurers such as 
Munich re. Axa. Generali and Commercial Union/General 
Accident were using economies of scale to drive down their 
cost base. Lloyd’s was unable to compete on cost. 


Caverdale setback 


CAVERDALE the distributor of cycle, motorcycle and 
marine equipment yesterday reported a 20 per cent fail in 
1997 pre-tax profits to £4.3 million on turnover up I per cent to 
£251.5 million. The group, which recently acquired Crabtree, 
a wholesale distributor of Raleigh bicycles, saw a 3 per cent 
fall in earnings to I5p a share. A final dividend of 2.2p a share 
lifts the total II percent to 4p. During the year Caverdale sold 
its motor retailing activities to Quicks for £46.1 million. 


IEG advances 33% 


INTERNATIONAL ENERGY GROUP, the gas production 
and distribution company. lifted pre-tax profits 33 per cent to 
£734 million in 1997, with the first full-year contribution from 
acquisitions in the Isle of Man and Portugal. Earnings were 
up 29 per cent, at I0.68p a share. The total dividend is lifted to 
4.7p (4.45pL with a 3.2p final. The company said contracts 
were now in place to install gas mains and to connect natural 
gas to more than 26,000 new houses being built in the UK. 


Delay for BP plant 


INDONESIA’S economic woes have caused the postpone¬ 
ment of ihe construction of a $1 billion {£560 million) 
petrochemicals plant by a consortium led by BP Chemicals. 
The plant, in West Java, was due to enter production by 2000, 
but has been delayed because of the difficulty of raising 
finance for the project. Jim Hay. BP Chemicals’ director of 
chemicals development in Indonesia, said he was confident 
that the plant could enter production in 2001. 


De La Rue Italian buy 


DE LA RUE, the cash and cards manufacturer, yesterday 
announced plans to acquire Cellograf, the leading Italian 
producer of plastic cards, for £6.7 million. The acquisition of 
Cellograph, which has a market share of more than 60 per 
cent in Italy, forms part of De La Rue's plans to expand its 
smart card market in Southern Europe. Based in Milan and 
employing more than 130 people, the company reported sales 
revenues of £7.8 million in the year to March 31 1997. 


Barbican recovery 


BARBICAN HEALTHCARE, the AIM-listed private medical 
group, recovered to a pre-tax profit of £120,311 in the year to 
December 31 from a loss of £50358 in the previous year on 
sales up from £1.7 million to £3.9 million. Earnings per share 
reached 0.62p, a recovery from the previous losses of 0.30p. 
Once again, there is no dividend. John Beckwith, chairman, 
said: “There is the real opportunity to build this business 
substantially both through organic growth and acquisition.” 


Energy bid extension 


THE Takeover Panel has extended the offer timetable on the 
bidsfor Energy Group. The extension was given because the 
OFT has yet to decide whether the 840p-a-share bid From 
Texas Unfifes should be referred. P&cificorp, of the US. has 
offered 820p. Energy Group must now publish relevant 
financial details by the second day after the decision is 
announced on whether there will be a referral. Other 
deadlines will be similarly extended. 


Investors poised to sell 
42.5% holding in Aegis 


By Chris Ayres 


TWO venture capital firms 
and a family group of private 
investors yesterday indicated 
that they would sell about 
£280 mfllion worth of shares 
in Aegis, the advertising and 
marketing company. 

Warburg. Ptiicus. Electra 
Private Equity Partners and 
the Gross family of France — 
who received a 9 per cent 
stake in the company as part 
payment for the acquisition of 
Carat Espace ten years ago — 
will sell a total of about 353 
million shares. The total num¬ 
ber of shares up for sale has 
been estimated at about 42J5 


c 


per cent of the restructured 
media group's equity. If one 
company decided to buy the 
shares it would be forced, 
under stock exchange rules, to 
makea takeover bid for Aegis. 
However, the shares are ex¬ 
pected to be sold to various 
financial institutions. 

Crispin Davis, chief execu¬ 
tive of Aegis, said yesterday: 
“Now that the repositioning 
of the group is folly behind us. 
I welcome the opportunity 
significantly to widen our 
shareholder base.” 

The offer price and exact 
number of shares for sale will 


be revealed next month, with 
Cazenove & Co acting as lead 
manager and sole book¬ 
runner and Hoare Govett 
Corporate Finance acting as 
co-lead manager. 

A City source said that the 
two venture capitalist funds 
had decided to sell at the same 
time because of a “coinci¬ 
dence of interests". The funds 
are both intended for com¬ 
panies in recovery, and have a 
limited life. 

Shares in Aegis have recov¬ 
ered from I7p in 1994 to a 
recent high of 87'2p. They fell 
7p yesterday, to 72 > 2 p. 
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afeway'5 latest attempt to 
is being 


S woo customers is oerng 
billed at a mere £20 million 
but it could prove considerably 
more costly to its rivals if they try 
to retaliate. 

Tired of being the underdog in 
the sector, Safeway’5 chief exec¬ 
utive, Colin Smith, has turned 
aggressive. At the tune of the last 
profits warning, he took the 
opportunity to stash away some 
comforting provisions in the 
kennel and they will now cush¬ 
ion the cost of ms apparent give¬ 
away. But should the other 
major grocers feel sufficiently 
threatened that they have to 
match the terms of his offer, die 
hit will be felt on the bottom line 
and the likelihood is that J 
Sains bury would feel it hardest. 

The loyalty card is now firmly 
established as an offensive 
weapon in retailing, with Asda 
alone among the big four super¬ 
market businesses in eschewing 
the attempt to tie in customers 
with bits of plastic. Yet the tactic 
can prove expensive. When 
Sains bury launched its Reward 
Card with the intention of regain¬ 
ing the market leadership it had 
lost to Tesco. the results were not 
wholeheartedly encouraging. 
The card made its debut in June 
1996 and Sains bury was soon 
shovelling out extra Reward 
points in special promotions. 

Shoppers, alas, were quick and 
canny in claiming their rewards: 
by die year end, the company 
was able to report that its market 
share was indeed up, from 123 to 


Safeway plays the loyalty card 


12.6 per cent Operating profits, 
however, were down by 11.1 per 
cent 

Since then. Sains bury has 
curtailed its over-generousness 
and reclaimed some of its former 
profitability but not die market 
leadership, where Tfesco remains 
convincingly in command. Now 
it will have to decide whether it 
can risk allowing Safeway to 
erode its position. 

The new Safeway promotion is 
carefully structured to persuade 
customers to spend mare — and 
more — on each shoppping trip. 
Colin Smith needs the custom of 
those who will overload a trolley 
rather than put a few hems in a 
basket, and he must lure than 
away from Tesco and Sains bury. 

Smith is fighting from a pos¬ 
ition of extreme vulnerability, 
only .hinted at by the warning 
that profits for die current year 
will be down from £430 million 
to around £375 million. The 
strangely aborted merger talks 
with Asda were far greater an 
indication of the problems within 
the group. Once Sir Alistair 
Grant left the helm, the effects of 
a lack of investment in such 
basics as the supply chain and 
the store portfolio erupted on the 
unfortunate Smith. 

His latest marketing ploy may 



not be enough to compensate for 
the deep seated problems and 
many in the industry suspect that 
a deal with Asda may yet 
emerge, looking less like a 
merger and more like a takeover. 
But upping the rewards for 
loyally could force the larger 
rivals into extra costs of well over 
£30 million apiece. 

That would be tough for Itesco, 
but harder still on a Sainsbury 
struggling to recover its profits 
poise. 

New brew for 
Regan’s Lanica 

M ore than 14 months 
after its shares were 
suspended by the Stock 
Exchange, it seems that Lanica 
may be about to be brought back 
from limbo. The return will be 
far from comfortable for some of 
the overly optimistic investors 
who helped to drive up the price 
of a company that was little more 


COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


than a shell vehicle fuelled by the 
ambitions of the youthful An¬ 
drew Regan. Some paid £19 and 
more for a Lanica share but they 
will be lucky to see more than G 
apiece as the recompense for 
exiting the Sony saga. 

Far from the dreamed of excite¬ 
ment of releasing the potential 
buried in the Co-operative move¬ 
ment with its planned £500 mil¬ 
lion takeover bid. Lanica is to 
provide a cheap route to the stock 
market far a chain of coffee shops. 
By the end of the month. Lanica 
Trust will be reincarnated as City 
Gourmets. Considering the dis¬ 
taste which Lanka’s activities 
occasioned in the Square Mile, 
spiced with corporate finance 
tactics which tarnished the reput¬ 
ation of Hambies and a brace of 
its executives, there is a certain 
piquancy about the name change. 

There is also a neat parallel in 
the feet that City Gourmets is 
also the brainchild of ambitious 
ypulh. But Simon Broackes and 
his partner have their dreams 


tapered by reality. They are 
starting small, and are intent on 
putting in place a stable structure 
before embarking on plans to 
emulate the success of the US 
stock market coffee craze, 
Starbucks. 

Andrew Regan wanted to fly 
too high too soon and a descent of 
[chants-like speed was almost 
inevitable. Investors should have 
seen the lunacy of bidding up to 
£82 million a business with 
assets put at little more than E3 
million. 

Mr Regan emerges from the 
debacle rather less scathed than 
some of his backers and deter¬ 
mined still to demonstrate that 
he can do deals. The Coop may 
have to wait but he is believed to 
be negotiating to buy out of 
Lanica the remnants of a 
wholesaling business for which, 
no doubt, he has grand plans. 

His ideas may be worth 
nurturing — the Coop was 
certainly a worthy target for a 
properly equipped attacker. But 


his future success may depend on 
harnessing his youthful enthu¬ 
siasm to someone else*5 experi¬ 
ence. Thai is what City 
Gourmets aims ta achieve in 
bringing in Kingfisher veteran 
Nigel Whittaker as chairman. 
Marathon runner Whittaker 
knows the importance of striking 
the right pace and going for long-¬ 
term success. 

Vertical lift for 
defence deals 

F orget grand statements by 
Tony Blair and Lionel 
Jospin and even more 
grandiose plans to rationalise 
Europe’s defence industries. As 
GKN seeks to show, there is an¬ 
other. much more practical way 
to achieve alignments that owe 
more to business sense than to 
politics. Westland and Italy's 
inventive Agusta have often bran 
partners over the years, most 
recently in the key EH 101 range. 
They form the most natural link, 
one that pushes governments 
bade to the role of customer. 

Twelve years on. it is in¬ 
conceivable that the British Cabi¬ 
net could be strained to breaking 
point over the fate of Westland 
And although Agusta’s parent is 


still state-controlled, the State is 
relaxed about its move into the 
private sector, just as Agusta 
played both sides in that early 
crisis. The next step for West- 
land-Agusta, then second only to 
Boeing in orders, would be to 
merge with a US group, logically 
United Technologies' Sikorsky. 

A link with Eurocopter, the 
politically conceived Franco-Ger¬ 
man consortium, seems as awk¬ 
ward in business terms now as it 
would have been a dozen years 
ago. A connection via Agusta's 
participation in a multinational 
heavy helicopter looks usefully 
discreet Beyond that as GKN 
noted yesterday, they like every¬ 
one else are being pur off by the 
French government's insistence 
on creating structures that it 
would effectively control. 

Practical defence dealers, in¬ 
cluding GEC and British Aero¬ 
space, should avoid the French 
public sector and get on with it 

Tale out of school 

THE post-mortem at Yamaichi 
reveals a bizarre world. Cap in 
hand, top bosses ask their spon¬ 
soring civil servant effectively 
their regulator, how to fiddle 
their accounts to hide huge loss¬ 
es. They follow his advice duti¬ 
fully and are commended like 
pupils for good work. Only when 
the Cabinet bows to Washington 
pressure does it unraveL Don't 
laugh. These cynical ways work¬ 
ed for years, but didn't anyone 
see the country had to grow up? 


Premier Parnell 
progresses in 
search for chief 


By Paul Durman 

PREMIER FARNELL. the 
electronic components distrib¬ 
utor that parted with its chief 
executive three months ago, 
said it was making satisfac¬ 
tory progress in finding a 
replacement for Howard 
Ptiulson. 

Mortal Mandel, the deputy 
chairman who has been acting 
as a stand-in. said finding a 
new chief executive was the 
company's priority. It had 
already compiled a “first 
dass" list of candidates from 
the UK and the US. It is 
believed the company hopes to 
make an announcement in 
about six weeks. 

The group, formed by a 
controversial E1J3S billion 
merger two years ago, was 
reporting annual pre-tax prof¬ 
its of E139 million (£137.4 
million), much in line with the 
forecast made at the time of 
Mr Poulson’s departure. 

The main catalogue distribu¬ 
tion business, comprising New¬ 
ark Electronics and Fame!!, 



Ponlsore replacement sought 


saw its operating margins slip 
from 23.5 per cent to 21.2 per 
cent Operating profits rose 
from £108.2 million to EI12JS 
million, although Newark was 
part of the group for just 42 
weeks of the earlier year. . 

The contribution from New¬ 
ark. the US business that is 
now the group’s largest rose 
to £71.2 million (£592 million) 


but margins slipped from 21.1 
to 202 per cent This was 
partly blamed on marketing 
and launch costs of a new cata¬ 
logue. Additionally, growth in 
Newark’s US sales has mainly 
crane from larger companies 
who command lower prices. 
Newark is increasing its sales 
effort on higher-margin, 
small-customer business. 

EameU. formerly the Euro¬ 
pean core of the group, saw 
operating profits fell from £49 
million to £41.6 million, with 
margins slipping from 27.4 to 
23 per cent The group blamed 
the cost of starting up a new 
industrial catalogue and of its 
international expansion. 

Premier FameD said trading 
continues in line with recent 
trends. Faindl’s sales grew 8.7 
per cent to £180.9 million last 
year, while Newark’s rose 62 
per cent to E5323 million. 

A final dividend of 72p. to 
be paid on July 1, lifts the total 
for the year by 75 per cent to 
12.9pashare. 
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First Leisure advances 


as suitors 

By Dominic Walsh 

SHARES in First Leisure gained 30p 
to 367p yesterday after the company 
confirmed that H had received “a 
number of unsolicited approaches" for 
its resorts division. 

In a statement, the group said: “The 
board has decided to consider these 
approaches. However, discussions are 
at an early stage, no firm offer has yet 
been received and First Leisure is 
continuing actively to manage the 
resorts business for the long term." 


approach 

The prospect of a possible disposal of 
the division, which indudes Blackpool 
Tower and Eastbourne Pier and has a 
book value of £100 million, arose in 
January when Michael Grade, chair¬ 
man, admitted the business was “not a 
core area for investment". 

The group refused to be drawn on 
the identity of the suitors, though 
venture capital groups are seen as 
likely buyers. A sale would allow First 
Leisure to focus resources on its three 
core areas — health and fitness, 
bowling and bars and nightclubs. 


Payout of £792,000 for 
former Hillsdown chief 


By Kathy Lipari 

JOHN JACKSON, the former deputy 
chairman of Hillsdown, the food and 
furniture conglomerate, received a 
£792,000 payout after leaving the 
group last year. 

Mr Jackson, who had been with the 
group for 20 years and was in charge of 
acquisitions and disposals, was also 
paid salary and benefits of £40.000, 
taking his total remuneration for 1997 
to £832,000.The payout induded 
£459,000 in “compensation for loss of 


office", which amounted to nearly two 
years salary, and £333.000 in addition¬ 
al pension contributions. 

George Greener. Hillsdown’s chief 
executive who was paid £441,000 last 
year, said Mr Jackson left on perfectly 
amicable terms. "It was simply mutu¬ 
ally agreed he had become interested 
in doing other things." 

Mr Jackson helped to build up the 
group under Harry Solomon and then 
masterminded the shrinking of the 
group back to its food manufacturing 
core after Mr Solomon left. 
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Albert Fisher in 
red at half time 

By Dominic Walsh 


ALBERT FISHER, the food 
producer, plunged into the red 
at the half year as disposals 
resulted in exceptional charges 
of £353 million. 

The company, which last 
summer rejected a bid ap¬ 
proach thought to have been 
from Chi quits Brands, of the 
US. reported pretax losses of 
E22.9 million in the half year to 
February 28 compared with a 
profit last rime of £19.1 million. 
Turnover from continuing op¬ 
erations rose from £575 million 
to £609 million. ■ 

Most of the exceptional 
charges related to previously 
written off goodwill on the sale 
of the Roem Group and costs 
from the abortive sale of the 
seafood division. While negoti¬ 
ations over the sale of its North 
American seafood trading arm 
continue, the group has decid¬ 
ed to retain its European 
business. 

Excluding exceptionals, pre¬ 
tax profits dieted from £19.1 
million to £126 million. 

Stephen Walter chairman. 


who recently shed his execu¬ 
tive status, said the company 
would shortly be strengthened 
by the appointment of a new 
non-executive director and a 
new divisional chief executive 
for seafood. 

Although earnings per 
share before exceptionals were 
I3p (1.97p), the interim divi¬ 
dend. due on July 3, is main¬ 
tained at 1.85p. 



Walls: signalled appointments 


GUS chief 
takes swipe 
at Argos 

By Fraser Nelson 

LORD WOLFSON of Sun- 
ningdale. the chairman of 
Great Universal Stores 
(GUS). fired another broad¬ 
side in his battle for control 
of Argos yesterday by accus¬ 
ing the catalogue retailer of 
hampering employee's abili¬ 
ty to accept GUS's 650p-a- 
share hostile bid. 

By refusing to grant credit 
on cashing in share options, 
GUS said, Argos has de¬ 
manded that employees pro¬ 
vide cash up-front — which 
requires a substantial bank 
balance. Normal practice, it 
said, is to lend the employee 
the entire amount required 
to activate the options, and 
deduct it from the value of 
the shares. 

Lord Wolfson has prom¬ 
ised to reinstate this credit 
option to staff if GUS wins 
its £1.9 billion bid. 

Argos, however, said that 
its move was standard in 
hostile bids, adding that its 
employees could seek credit 
from high street banks. 


Wace Group pulls out of 
UK printing operations 


WACE GROUP, the belea¬ 
guered printing and imaging 
company, is withdrawing 
from UK printing operations 
after incurring an underlying 
pre-tax loss of £103 million in 
1997 (Kathy Lipari writes). 
The company is selling the 
printing business to a man¬ 
agement team backed by Elec- 
rra Fleming for £53 million. 

The disposal was an¬ 
nounced as the company re¬ 
ported a total pretax loss of 
£76.4 million, including ex¬ 
ceptional charges of £662 
million .relating to goodwill 


if Wace USA re 
and other losses, 
share were 100-tp 
"urn over fell 17 per 
i.9 million, 
rown. chairman, 
livestment of the 
lustnesses would 
group's focus to 
d graphics, which 
ninate next week 
lunch and a new 

trown said the sale 
unate bank debt 
he company in a 
anrial position, 
said: “I don't 


think we are seen as a basket 
case anymore, but we still 

ha ve to prove that we can be a 

successful company and it 
will probably be 18 months 
before we can do that" He 
said it would be two to three 
years before the group was 
performing well 
The company did not de¬ 
clare a dividend for 1997 and 
Mr Brown said Wace was 
unlikely to be in a position to 
pay a dividend in 1998. 

Wace shares fell to 35p. 
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Maybe tfs time your PCs really earned their chips. After all, your staff work hard enough already. 
So how about something wa call the "Microsoft Solution’? it’s a combination of Microsoft's* 
Small Business Server (SBS). and Windows NT* Workstation (NTW) for your PCs. The benefits? 
Well ITs not Just a simple way of Unking PCs together. You can share modems too, giving cheap 
and easy access to the Internet Every employee can send or receive e-mails which makes 
talking to clients, suppliers and each other much simpler. 

Being networked with SBS means being able to share faxes, programs and information. (No 
rushing to and fro with disks). And because the entire system already works with over 2000 
business and accounting software packages, you can run all the software your business demands 
with total reliability. whOe your staff don’t have to run anywhere. The Microsoft Solution - a solid 
foundation on which to run your business, for more Information calf: 0345 001000 ext. 567. 


Where do you went ta go today?* Microsoft 

wwwjrdcrosoft. com/ u k/busJ ness/sb_soJutkm/ 

Utenwrft Mmfew W, aw Wcwfl bafc «•** jnu *»m »IP vup. ml ha SMB Butinas* Swvar aod wmdm KT Whmmjhi in^anaMwwftiiaiMiraiMiiwtowtrBUamiitortMiMMBCwfcivuoninllwre 
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Stock Market Writer 
of the Year 


Late rally helps to keep 
FTSE above 6,000 level 


SHARE prices went into a 
nosedive that left them precar¬ 
iously poised just above the 
6.000 level last night Over¬ 
night setbacks for both Tokyo 
and Hong Kong set the scene 
for a difficult session in 
London. It is feared that the 
apparent reluctance of the 
Japanese to revive their do¬ 
mestic economy will result in a 
deepening of the Asian crisis. 
An opening fall for the Dow 
Jones industrial average in 
New York added to their woes. 

At one stage, the FTSE 100 
index was down almost 110 
points but managed to rally 
towards the close with the help 
of a large buy programme. 

The index dosed 721 down 
at 6,002.0 in thin conditions 
that saw a total of 762 million 
shares change hands. 

Brokers were last night 
warning the market of further 
volatility this morning when 
the FTSE 100 April futures 
series expires. 

Bank shares came under the 
hammer. Lloyds TSB was the 
biggest faller among the top 
100, tumbling 68p, or 6.4 per 
cent, to 995p after one press 
report stated the obvious and 
pointed out that the shares 
were overvalued. 

“That comment could be 
applied to just about all the 
banks." was the terse response 
of another broker. 

Others to lose ground in¬ 
cluded HSBC down 91p at 
£19. reflecting overnight sell¬ 
ing in the Far East, Standard 
Chartered. 35p to £10.04. 
NatWest Bank. 30p to £11.73. 
Woolwich, 8b p to 363p. Hali¬ 
fax, i7p to 87lp, and Alliance 
& Leicester. 15p to S88p. 
Elsewhere in finantials, Nor¬ 
wich Union lost 13'« p at 465p. 
General Accident 29p at 
E15.70 and Commercial 
Union 22p at E12.50. 

The drug companies suf¬ 
fered sharp falls amid signs 
that recent speculative buying 
was starting to dry up. 
Smith Kline Beediam (SB) fell 
24p to 725p after brokers failed 
to glean anything fresh from 
its presentation to brokers and 
fund managers in the City. 

Glaxo WeUcome fell 49p to 
£16.73. while takeover favour¬ 
ite Zeneca was off 77p at 
£25.75. 

This week Roche, the Swiss 
drugmaker. denied claims 
that it was on the lookout for 
suitable bid targets and senti¬ 
ment in the sector has been 
dented by reports of problems 
with antibiotics in the US. 

The proposed get-together 
of GKN with Italy’s Fin- 
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First Leisure, which owns Eastbourne Pier, advanced 30p, 
boosted by a number of approaches for its resorts division 


meccanica lifted die shares 
32p to £1635. The two sides 
plan to merge their helicopter 
arms to share development 
costs and compete more effect¬ 
ively on world markets. 

Telewest slipped 3b p to 
85b p after confirmation of the 
agreed bid from General Ca¬ 
ble, 8p better at 165p. 

The £649 million deal is 
seen as the first step in a trig 


shake-up of the TV cable 
industry. 

It was the first day of 
trading for two new issues. 
Shares of Ottakar's were 
placed at 153p and opened at 
205b p. The retailer saw its 
price race up to a peak of 210p 
as almost one million shares 
changed hands. It closed at 
a premium of 50b p. 

Oxford Gtycosaeiices also 
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IT HAS been a difficult 
week for some of the food 
manufacturers. Associated 
British Foods fell a further 
I3p to 557p in the wake of 
this week’s disappointing 
trading news. Brokers have 
begun the task of down¬ 
grading their profit num¬ 
bers yet again with Nat- 
West Markets cutting its 
forecast by £3 million to 
E422 million. 

Meanwhile. Henderson 
Crosthwaite is now urging 
clients to take a cautious 
view of Tate & Lyle, down 
18bp at 52Sp. It is worried 
about problems in the 
European starch market 


Sally Jones, at Credit 
Lyonnais, the broker, said 
this week's events have 
served to widen the gaps in 
the sector still further. 

“The sector has been 
polarising for some time 
with international branded 
stocks like Cadbury Sch¬ 
weppes and Unilever, en¬ 
joying good ratings. Then 
there are the others.” 

Cadbury rose 6p to 904p, 
while Unilever eased 4bp 
to 612bp. 

“ABF and Tate&Lyle are 
really commodity stocks. 
There is a big difference 
between them and Cadbury 
and Unilever." said Jones. 
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made a positive start after a 
placing at 280p by Oresdner 
Kleinwort Bensoa the broker. 
Shares in the biotechnology 
group touched a peak of 295p 
before retreating to close at 
286b p. a premium of 3b p. 

Shield Diagnostics, a weak 
market earlier tins week, ral¬ 
lied lOp to 540p. Brokers say 
the company, down from a 
peak of777p. is looking vulner¬ 
able to a takeover. 

The buyers continue to 
chase Electronics Boutique 
sharply higher after a 
sixteenfold rise in profits an¬ 
nounced this week. The shares 
rose a further 5^ip to 77%p. 
stretching their rise during the 
past three days to 14* p. 

Shares of Prestbuiy Group 
return from suspension today 
after shareholder approval 
earlier this week to acquire a 
£1033 million property portfo¬ 
lio from MEFC. They were 
frozen at 5 U p and are expected 
to be requoted at 6p where toe 
company carries a price tag of 
£200 million. 

Bullish comments at the 
Capita Group annual meeting 
boosted toe shares I8p to 
467b p. Shareholders were 
told business remains buoyant 
and at the end of the first 
quarter the group was "signifi¬ 
cantly ahead" of the corres¬ 
ponding period in 1997. 

First Leisure, which owns 
Eastbourne Pier, says ft had 
received a number of ap¬ 
proaches for its resorts divi¬ 
sion. Brokers say the business 
could fetch in excess of £100 
million. The shares jumped 
30p to 367p. 

A profits warning left 
Faupd Trading 4p lower at 
26p. Trading was tough in 
March and will hold back 
profits to last year’s level. 

Abacus Recruitment fell 5p 
to 335p after an extraordinary 
general meeting. But the price 
has risen 50p since Easter and 
today makes its debut on the 
trig board. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices , in London came under 
pressure to end lower on the 
day amid growing fears that 
the Bundesbank may raise 
rates today. In the futures frit, 
the June series of the long gilt 
ended £ 3 i*downat ElO^iain 
thin trading. 

□ NEW YORK: Shares 
opened lower, pulling back 
from record levels, as a weak 
day at Japanese markets pro¬ 
vided unsettling reminders of 
toe continuing economic crisis 
in Asia. By midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
down 81.46 to 9X8031. 


New York (midday): 

Dow Jones_9G80JJI (-81-46) 

S&p Composite __ 1 108^4 (-10-8*9 

Tokyo; 

Nikkei Average _158SA77 (-115-531 

Hong Kong: 

Hang sene- 11187-78 H83Ja 

.Amsterdam: 

AEX met _1157.101-2024) 

Sydney. 

AO- 

Frankfurt 

DAX- 


2S8L41+10.9) 


... 5JJ4.K(-6U3) 


Singapore 

Strain_ 

Brussels: 

General__ 

Paris 

CAC-40_ 


1515.15 (-28.79) 


18265-86 1-1I5J2S) 


, 3645.94 (-38.67) 


Zurich: 

SKA Gen_153Q.70 MS.W) 

London: 

FT 30- 

FTSE 100_ 

FTSE 2»- 


— 3816.9 (-23AI 
MXELO1-72-1) 
5536.8 f-%3 


FTSE 350 


2880.7 (-31JB 
. 2840-061-33.87) 


FTSE Euroiop 100 

FTSE AU-Sbare_2807-68 (-26.96) 

FTSE Non Financials — 2767.53 (-11.90) 

FTSE Fixed Interest-I4ZJ6 (Same) 

FTSE Govt Secs_IG5.44 (-OOS) 

Bargains- 64519 

SEAQ volume_ 778.9m 

USS_16926 (*00074) 

German Mark-3A5021*0030® 

Exchange index_108.1 (*1CU? 

Bank of England otfldaj dose (4pm) 

DECU-15390 

fcSDR-1.247D 


RFI _ 1603 Feb (3.4%) Jan 1987=100 

KPIX_1585 Feb (26%) Jafl 1987=100 


m 


Aberdeen Cnvtble C 99V 
Advent 2 VCT 102 

DO 85% env Ln 2005 1084 
Do zero Dlv prf 100** 
Eurotunnel 01/03wts 4V 
Express Dairies 169 
Guardian IT <K39 

Hartford Grp 3 

1NVESCO Grt Opps 102 
Microcap Growth Tst 52V 
Murray VCT3 (100) 97V 

Otiakars 203'.- 

OxJorti Glycoscncs 286V 
Peel Hotels 120V 

Quester vct 2 90 

Safestore 69V 

Transpon Dev B 34V 
vi Group 47V 


- v 


- 6*i 

- 4 


M 




Cap ft Regnl n/p C2801 4V - V 
Memory Corp n/p (20) 5 
Oxford Bio n/p (10) 4V 
Radstone Tech n/p (40) 9*i 


RISES: 

Fast Leisure.. 367p (+30p) 

French Com.- 460p ( + 10p) 

BOC. 845p (+20p) 

StiieldDiag .. 540p(+10p) 

BAT.1. 5S9p(+t0p) 

Broken Hill.801p(+-lSp) 

RotfeS Nolan. 370p(+l5p) 
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Booker.28ivp(+10p) 
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Prepared for take-off 


ONCE upon a time Westland was a trifling 
company that toppled great men in high 
places. Now it is a substantial player in the 
defence market with little political signifi¬ 
cance. But yesterday’s memorandum of 
understanding between GKN and Finmec¬ 
canica has wider importance than the prelude 
to a financial merger. The two parties now 
have the means to create a cross-border 
European defence business with the clout to 
compete head-on with the American defence 
combines — which in the case of helicopters 
means Boring/McDonneU Douglas- Ironical¬ 
ly. Sikorsky, which once rescued the British 
tyro, has itsdf become an also-ran and there is 
every possibility that a Westland/Agusta 
combination could lead to a merger with its 
former saviour. - 

Further European consolidation is also on 


the cards, including a possible tie-up with the 
snuggling Eurocopter venture which has 
opportunities galore but has the burden of 
supporting employment in German factories. 

Bur the deal is by no means done, and 
yesterday’s talk of an "alliance of equals’* is 
unlikely to appeal to GKN shareholders who 
will be well aware that their own company is 
more profitable than the state-controlled 
Agusta. Westland probably cams a 10 per 
cent margin on turnover of £750 million, 
perhaps £500 million related to helicopters. 

To make this deal work for GKN investors, 
the automotive company needs to drive a hard 
bargain over rationalisation. Given Italian 
labour laws and politics. GKN may have in 
the end pull its punches to secure a deal. This 
a good strategic move for GKN. but it still has 
to work for its money. 


Wace Group 

WACE GROUP has already 
staged one recovery from 
near disaster during the 
1990s. Its shares having col¬ 
lapsed from 279p two years 
ago to a recent low of idtzp. 
Wace now has to do it all 
over again. 

The sale of Wace*s four 
UK printing offices repre¬ 
sents a reasonable start The 
price of £53 million was a bit 
better than expected and 
resolves the immediate wor¬ 
ries over the company’s debt 
position. The sale wfli leave 
the group with about £15 
million nel cadi bv the end of 
1998. 

However, having lost £103 
million before exceptional 
in 1997. there is still a lot of 
work to be done Hie trou¬ 
bled US operations alone 
incurred a loss of more than 
£6.5 million, blamed on 
management turnover, a loss 


of customers and a series of 
ill-feted purchases. 

Peter Brown, the chair¬ 
man. claims relaunching 
Wace as an imaging and 
graphics company concen¬ 
trating on pre-press digital 
services will put toe business 
back on trade. Yet the com¬ 
pany is still expected to lose 
another £4 million this year. 
After blowing up for a sec¬ 


ond time, Wace has exasper¬ 
ated its City following. It 
will take a long time to win 
back investors’ confidence. 

Having recovered modest¬ 
ly to 40^p. toe shajes fell 
back to 35p yesterday. With 
no prospect of dividends for 
at least 18 months. Ware is 
strictly for those bravehearts 
who can afford to ignore the 
track record. 
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Telewest 

THE departure of Stephen 
Davidson as chief executive 
of Telewest on the same day 
that it pulled off a £649 
million merger with General 
Cable is a dear demonstra¬ 
tion of toe turbulent waters in 
which cable companies sail. 

It is also perhaps an un¬ 
easy start to its new life as an 
expanded company. The City 
was not too impressed by the 
deal, with shares in Telewest 
falling 3^ to SS^p. al¬ 
though analysts were both 
surprised and encouraged by 
the willingness of sharehold¬ 
ers to subscribe to Telewesrs 
rights issue. 

Telewest has certainly not 
picked up a bargain with 
General Cable, but neither 
has it paid too much above its 
own rating. Both companies 
have recently undergone rad¬ 
ical restructuring pro¬ 
grammes, so reducing the 
need for a messy and expen¬ 
sive disposal and redundan¬ 
cy programme. 

The deal does bring one 


advantage of importance in 
toe cable industry: size. In an 
industry of lumbering inter¬ 
national giants, size dearly 
matters. Uncertainty in the 
cable market wfll continue, 
although the main task now 
for Telewest is to work on 
market penetration: only 
about 24 per cent of UK 
households who can use ca¬ 
ble services do. 

It will also need to plough 
money into developing high¬ 
speed telecoms systems to 
meet growing demand from 
both households and busi¬ 
nesses. On balance, ft looks 
better placed to do this now 
than it did before toe merger. 

Premier Famell 

AT 368p, shares in Premier 
Farnell have already 
bounced from the collapse 
that followed Howard 
Foulson*s departure as chief 
executive m January — or, 
more accurately, the disap¬ 
pointing trading statement 
that accompanied his 
resignation. 


Investors can expect little 
further progress until a re¬ 
placement is found, and that 
could be at least another 
couple of months. Premier 
Famell has to decide whether 
it wants to hang on to its 
smaller businesses in indus¬ 
trial products and product 
manufacturing. 

Embarrassingly, these 
were the only parts of the 
group’ that were able to im¬ 
prove their margins last year. 
The core catalogue distribu¬ 
tion businesses. Newark 
Electronics in toe US and 
Famell in Europe, both suf¬ 
fered falling margins. So 
much for toe benefits thaiMr 
Poulson saw in Fameli s 
merger with Premier two 
years ago. 

Deriding whether this is a 
temporary glitch or a longer 
standing problem must 
await the arrival of the new 
boss. 

More attractive opportuni¬ 
ties are available for 
investors. 

Edited by Paul Durman 
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Washington outlook bright 
beyond Tokyo storm clouds 


Indecision 
and lack of 
? leadership 
by Hashimoto 
leads to loss 
of confidence 


IMF fiROUm FORECASTS 

{% change In GDP) 


GERMANY 


L ast month this column 
discussed the remark¬ 
able mutation whereby 
previously hawkish 
central bankers were shedding 
their heavy plumage and turn¬ 
ing into doves and chickens. 
With the world’s economic poli- 
makers all gathered in Wash¬ 
ington this week for the spring 
meetings of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
Group of Seven (G7), it seemed 
appropriate to look in again on 
the central bankers' aviary. 

The main conclusion to 
emerge from the Washington 
meetings was predictable* but 
nonetheless important The 
Asian crisis, which was mainly 
responsible for the sudden dis¬ 
appearance of hawks in the 
central banks, has turned out to 
be more damaging than expect¬ 
ed for the countries dinxlly 
involved, but it has been little 
more than a pinprick for the 
advanced economies of Ameri¬ 
ca and Europe. . 

* For example, die IMF now 
expects the four leading South 
East Asian countries (Indone¬ 
sia. Thailand. Malaysia and the 
Philippines) to suffer a 2.7 per 
cent decline in gross domestic 
product this year. This com¬ 
pares with the implausibly 
bullish estimate of 1.7 per cent 
growth produced by the IMF as 
recently as late December. 

Overall, the IMF has down¬ 
graded its growth forecasts far 
the Asian newly industrialised 
countries by 1.8 percentage 
points since last December and 
by a total of 42 percentage 
points since October last year. 
But while Asia has suffered, die 
outlook for the advanced econo¬ 
mies has remained unscathed 
or even improved, especially in 
America. 

The US economy is now 
expected to grow by 2.9 per cent 
this year, the British economy 
by 23 per cent (and both these 
figures, in my humble view, 
may still be something of an 
Kiderestimate). Most econo- 
■mists wrongly predicted that 
the Asian crisis would hit 
America harder than Europe. 
But now. despite the marked 
deterioration in Asia, the IMF 
has lifted its US forecast 03 
points above the one it pub¬ 
lished last October and 03 
points above the forecast in 
December's special report on 
rhe Asian crisis. The forecast for 
the European Union, which 
now shows 1998 growth of 28 
per cent, is the same as it was 
last October, but 02 points 
higher than the one published 
last December. Indeed, as the 
chart shows, Japan is the only 
07 country that faces a signifi¬ 
cant deterioration in the outlook 
— and that has more to do with 
;he staggering incompetence of 
y ; own politicians and officials 
iof which more below) than 
with anything happening in 
Indonesia or Korea. 

The key question raised by 
Washington meetings is wheth- 
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T hree months ago, I 
was optimistic about 
Japan, ra the assump¬ 
tion that the Govern¬ 
ment would do the right tiling 
when all the alternatives were 
exhausted. Today, that judg¬ 
ment looks wrong. A depres¬ 
sion and financial meltdown in 
Japan seems increasingly like¬ 
ly. The supposedly reflationary 
package announced by Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, tip'Prime Minis¬ 
ter, just before the Washington 
meetings, may have seemed 
large enough in its raw num¬ 
bers to have a decent economic 
impact. 

However, beneath the sur¬ 
face, tiie measures were about 
as discouraging as th^ could 
be. The tax cuts, described by 
Mr Hashimoto as totalling Y4 
trillion (£18 billion), turned out 
to be only half that amount. 

The deceptive presentation of 
Mr Hashimoto'S package, 
along with the huge (and unsuc¬ 
cessful) currency intervention 
immediately undertaken by the 
Bank of Japan, not to mention 
the failed attempts to 
manipulate the Tokyo stock 
market with public money—all 
conveyed the same message. 
The Japanese authorities still 
believe they can solve their 
country's problems with eco¬ 
nomic confidence tricks and cat- 
and-mouse games in financial 
markets. 

Perhaps the most powerful 
message to come out of Wash¬ 
ington meetings was the indeci¬ 
sion and lade of leadership in 
the Japanese Government’s ap¬ 
proach to its economic prob¬ 
lems. It was hardly surprising 
that the G7 communique, 
which seemed justifiably opti¬ 
mistic about every other feature 
of the global economic picture, 
betrayal an obvious lad; of 
confidence in Mr Hashimoto 
and Japan. 
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er the contrary trends captured 
by all these figures — Asia 
deteriorating, while the rest of 
the world continues to acceler¬ 
ate — will continue in the year 
ahead. Most probably, both 
these processes will continue, at 
least for another year or so. 

There are three reasons to 
expect a continuing divergence 
between Asia and the rest of the 
world. Firstly, the worst is not 
yet over for developing Asia. 
Secondly, macroeconomic con¬ 
ditions in America and Europe 
remain benign and policy re¬ 
mains expansive. Thirdly, the 
crisis of public administration 
in Japan is moving from bad to 
worse. 

Beginning with conditions in 
Asia, the likelihood must surely 
be that the IMPS economists 
are still underestimating the 
real depth of the decline, if only 
because more optimistic growth 

S ections can help with the 
of restoring confidence and 
refinancing these economies. 
When the present “dead-cat 
bounce” in Asian financial mar¬ 
kets is over and the tide of 
unemployment and bankrupt¬ 
cies starts rising in earnest, the 
final figures wffl probably re¬ 
veal much deeper depressions 
than the ones estimated by the 
IMF today. The experience of 
past debt crises in relatively 
poor economies, with relatively 
small public sectors and under- 
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developed financial systems, 
suggests that contractions in 
GDP of 5 to-7 per cent are more 
likely than foe mild. Western- 
style recessions assumed by the 
IMF. 

In the long-run Aria may. 
wife hick, follow the precedent 
set by Latin America and 
emerge from its debt crisis 
more co mpet itive, and more 
politically stable than when it 
went in. The immediate ques¬ 
tion for fee rest of the world. 


Japan still 
believes it can 
solve its 
problems with 
confidence tricks 


however, is whether the trouble 
in Aria matters very much, even 
if conditions do continue to 
deteriorate. 

From the maaoeconomic 
standpoint fee answer is the 
same today as it was when fee 
crisis started last autumn: Asia 
is not very important Exclud¬ 
ing Japan and China, Asia 
accounts for about J per cent of 
global demand. So even a 
massive disturbance in Aria, 
such as a SO per cent devalua¬ 


tion or an outright depression 
in Korea or Thailand, is far less 
important to the global econo¬ 
my than a small adjustment in 
G7 countries, say a half per cent 
move in American interest rates 
or a modest tax cut in Japan. 

What is important for Britain 
and fee other rich industrial¬ 
ised countries is fee impact of 
Asia on the policies pursued by 
fee central bankers and G7 
finance ministers. On this 
score, the news from Washing¬ 
ton was. again, a mixture of 
good and bad 

First the good news. The 
Asian crisis has administered a 
salutary shock to policymakers 
in America and Europe. After 
spending two decades repeating 
the mantra that the only legiti¬ 
mate objective of monetary 
policy is to control inflation, 
central bankers have finally 
realised that the ultimate pur¬ 
pose of all macroeconomic poli¬ 
cy is to keep an economy 
operating as dose as possible to 
full capacity and full employ¬ 
ment. 

In the short-term, this shift of 
emphasis virtually guarantees 
a period of rapid growth in both 
America and Europe. Whether 
this conversion proves to be 
genuine in the long-run re¬ 
mains to be seen. 1 personally 
suspect that central bankers in 
Europe (and this includes Brit¬ 
ain) are very reluctant converts 


Jobs on the line in 
Britain’s booming 
call centre culture 


to the new emphasis on de¬ 
mand management. Hence my 
belief that former hawks, such 
as E ddi e George are now 
chickens, who will panic at the 
sight of accelerating demand, 
rather than genuine doves, who 
would welcome a long period of 
falling unemployment and rap¬ 
id growth. But that will be an 
issue for later in the year or 
perhaps even in 1999. For the 
moment, the monetary spigots 
remain open. Continuing 
growth therefore scans as¬ 
sured. even in Britain, where 
the more efficient exp or ters wifi 
continue to benefit from strong 
European and American de¬ 
mand. For these monetary 
blessings, we can all thank the 
Asian crisis. 

Now for the bad news from 
Washington. The paralysis in 
Japan, whose economy is three 
times as big as that of the rest of 
Asia, including China, is even 
worse than expected. Japan at 
the start of this year was 
balanced on a knife-edge. If its 
politicians did the right thing, 
instituting a whole-hearted pro¬ 
gramme of Keynesian fiscal 
reflation, fee economy could 
have recovered strongly. The 
financi al markets would have 
taken off like a rocket If. on the 
other hand, the politicians stuck 
to their pre-Keynesian ortho¬ 
doxy and continued to fret 
about the budget deficit in the 
midst of recession, there was a 
serious chance feat Japan 
would phmge into a full-scale 
depression, perhaps triggered 
by a financial meltdown. 


T he world of work was 
not meant to be like this 
at the dawn of the 21st 
century. Techno-faddists told 
us that computers would re¬ 
place mindless drudgery, lib¬ 
erate us from repetitive tasks 
and create a dreamland of 
unfettered human creativity. 

They should look at call 
centres — Britain's fastest 
growing industry. Sprouting 
Ike mushrooms across Scot¬ 
land and the North of Eng¬ 
land. they employ more than 1 
per cent of fee workforce and 
by the next century one can of 
every 50 people with a job will 
be sitting at a workstation, 
wearing a telephone headset 
and staring at a visual display 
unit 

If you work in a call centre 
you are probably female, em¬ 
ployed by a bank, an insurer 
or. increasingly, a large retail¬ 
ing firm. Last week Next said 
that it would create 1.750 jobs 
in a £15 million call centre on 
the site of a former colliery 
near Rotherham, South York¬ 
shire. Woolworths is setting 
up call centres for its mail 
order business, while in Feb¬ 
ruary Barclays and the Pro 
announced plans to build cen¬ 
tres in Sunderland and Derby, 
respectively. In aggregate, 
these centres will employ 
many thousands of people 
selling insurance or toasters, 
ordering a cheque book and 
paying a customer's gas bill. 

Jobs galore, no wonder local 
authorities and regional dev¬ 
elopment agencies are scram¬ 
bling to entice these new mass 
employers to their towns. 
These are factories in all but 
name; call centres make noth¬ 
ing tangible but they are 
highly efficient ways of gener¬ 
ating sales and limiting costs, 
all because computers bring 
managers a previously un¬ 
imagined level of control over 
, human activity. 

According to Bifu, fee bank 
and insurance union, the use 
of computers allows supervi¬ 
sors to monitor precisely the 
speed and performance of 
operators. Their day is con- 
' trolled tty a computer screen 
which scripts their conversa¬ 
tion with customers, records 
the speed at which they an¬ 
swer calls and even records 
fee amount of time spent off- 
duty in the washroom. 

Simon Kennedy, of Bifu, 
says there is a burn-out prob¬ 
lem among staff in call centres 
who are monitored against 
continually rising sales tar¬ 
gets. He said: “It can become 
intolerable, the telephone calls 
are taped, to see how well you 
deal with customers but also to 
check whether you are dosing 
on a sale." 

Mr Kennedy says that not 
all call centres are bad and 
many, particularly among the 
banks, are unionised. Pay is 
often better than in batik 
branches where fear of redun¬ 
dancy is rife. However, he 
notes: “In call centres, insecu¬ 
rity is not so much about 
whether your job is safe but 
how long you can hack it It 
tends to be a young person’s 
job." Staff turnover in call 
centres can be as high as 40 
percent. 

Business is dearly booming 
but how long will it last? Two 
factors suggest that Britain's 
romance with telesales may be 
a temporary fling. Costs are a 
key determinant in siting a call 
centre, according to Paul Wil¬ 
liams. of Matrixx Marketing, 
a subsidiary of Cinrinnam 
Bell, which operates an agency 
call centre in Newcastle. He 
dismisses the popular myth 
that northern or Celtic accents 


Choose ‘Life’ 


.\NVONE who has seen the film 
t rainspotting will know that they 
like to live dangerously in Edin¬ 
burgh. But ft comes as some surprise 
i’ii;u this ne’er-may-care culture has 
infiltrated the staid portals of the 
avowedly mutual Standard Life. 

First, the insurer rattles fee cages 
of BT. with adverts for its new 
crandard Bank showing some simi- 
i-irity to the “It's good to talk" 
L 4mpaign. Now Standard Life is 
, irving to persuade young people to 


buy pensions by sending round 
posters of undernourished teenagers 
wearing T-shirts with the slogan 
“Pension" on them. 

Pamela Hyde - the insurer's adv¬ 
ertising manager and originator of 
the idea — admits that this is a rip-off 
of the campaign by Calvin Klein, fee 
fashion designer. But before CK fol¬ 
lows BT in running to fee lawyers, I 
should point out that CKS adverts 
are rather similar to pictures taken of 
Andy Warhol and his set by Richard 
Avedon in the 1960s. 




Farewell 
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^ndard Life is using derivative 
Asters in a bid to sell pensions 


I AM sad to record that one of the 
grand old characters of the City. Lord 
Swaythling, is retiring[dueto ifl 
health just short of his 70th birthday. 
A former director and then diauTnan 
of Samuel Montagu during fee 1950s. 
1960s and 1970s. he went on to Orion 
Bank and J Rothschild Holdings, 
which he left in 1987. Mranwhilc. he 
had joined the board of Rothmans 
International, presiding over die de¬ 
merger and re-acquisition of vrn- 
ddrne, the luxury goods group. He 

SIS w the board onbeT^legraph 

Kg iB brief 

company and was a director of Chels- 
feid A keen sportsman, he owns a 
Sring of racehSU and was one of 


the first members of the British 
Horseradng Board. He is also chair¬ 
man ofWobom Golf & Country Chib 
and is expected to be succeeded in 
this post by Rupert Hambro. 


Nap tip 


AFTER the description of brown 
sauce as a delicacy. Brook Street, the 
employment services group, has con¬ 
tacted me to explain how to avoid fall¬ 
ing asleep at your desk in the after¬ 
noon. It is down to what you eat, says 
Brook Street. Cut out chocolate and 
crisps — they suggest — and eat heal¬ 
thy snacks such as bagels, rig cakes 
or celery stuffed with peanut butter 
(sic). Personally, 1 find not downing 


five pints in the pub at lunch time also 
helps me to stay awake. - 

Track trouble 

ITIS not in the nature of this diary— 
or even this paper — to praise Brian 
Souter„ the Stagecoach boss with the 
idiosyncratic wardrobe. But praise 
where praise is due. His firm has re¬ 
stored the old tram service from the 
Portuguese coastal town of Praica da 
Mare to the medieval city of Sintra. 
Well not quite all the way to Sintra. 
At the moment it stops about two 
miles short Stagecoach says the line 
has not been restored fully, so the last 
bit is impassable. Sounds just like 
Stagecoach’s South West Trains 
blaming its delays on Rail track. 

□ ANOTHER RAIL operator blam¬ 
ing RaiUrackfor its troubles is Virgin, 
which I see advertising for "first class 
tests" to work on the platform of 
Easton Station. They mil greet first 
class travellers and show them to their 
seats. Given that a friend of mine was 
recently delayed for five hours because 
a Virgin train had no guard, may / 
suggest that the bearded oners recruit¬ 
ment policy is ill-focused. 

Bed news 

THE Hall and Shepherd award for 
diplomacy must go to Olexandr Omel¬ 
chenko. Mayor of Kiev, who has been 


facing mounting criticism of the Jack 
of hotel accommodation in the Ukrai¬ 
nian city ahead of next month's gener¬ 
al shareholders meeting of the Europ¬ 
ean Bank for Reconstruction and Dev¬ 
elopment Local hoteliers appear to 
have been saying niet to the bank that 
likes to say yes to itself. But the mayor 
is unfared by comments such as “Kiev 
hotels offer service with a snarl” and 
rooms at the minus one star Lybid ho¬ 
tel have either a television or hot wat¬ 
er. He told the state broadcaster “We 
may not have hotels, but when West¬ 
ern bankers see our women they won’t 
care." Whatever can he mean? 

Jason Nissfc 


A FISH£R 






“Do we have anything 
which isn’t battered?” 


Growth has 
mushroomed 
but there is 
a downside, 
says Carl 
Mortished 


are preferred — hence the 
profusion of call centres in 
Leeds. Newcastle and Glas¬ 
gow. What is needed is 
labour.“We are looking for 
people who are good commu¬ 
nicators with good listening 
skills. In locating a call centre, 
die key thing is a high pool of 
qualified labour. You would 
tend to choose a low-cost area 
with transport." 

Call centres are not neces¬ 
sarily pockets of low pay. 
According to Incomes Data 
Services, salaries last year 
ranged between £9.500 to 
E11.500. with multilingual op¬ 
erators earning in the mid- 
teens. The difference is that 
most banks operate separate 
salary scales for call centre 
workers. Basic pay is better 
but, unlike bank branch staff, 
call centre workers are unlike¬ 
ly to get pensions and subsi¬ 
dised mortgages, nor even 
bonus payments for unsocial 
hours. 

In the world of call centres, 
labour is the raw material and 
low prices help to stimulate 
demand. In big multination¬ 
als, top executives would ex¬ 
pect to find a so-called 
“martini clause” in their con¬ 
tracts — the job is “any time, 
any place, anywhere". 

But in the world of call 
centres the employer, not the 
labourer, is the mobile insom¬ 
niac. Clever technology allows 
firms to channel calls any¬ 


where in the world to 
accomodate a flood of work or 
simply the cycle of day and 
night British Airways has a 
number of call centres around 
the country, but fee trend is to 
move abroad: a "follow the 
sun" strategy. A BA spokes¬ 
man said: “ Furore centres will 
not be in the UK. We are 
serving a global market and 
can make fee time zones work 
for us." 

In future, calling your bank 
after midnight could yield a 
sunny response from a voice in 
Bangalore, possibly a cheaper 
alternative to night work in 
Newcastle. Sitd, another US 
operator of call centres, reck¬ 
ons fee UK has its attractions. 
Catherine Miller, marketing 
manager explains that labour 
laws are important "For com¬ 
panies setting up call centres, 
fee UK is fairly attractive: it 
can be cheaper and more 
flexible in terms of the hours 

we can work but there is a new 

European law feat may make 
a difference." 

S uch talk is not reassur¬ 
ing to unions. Mr Ken¬ 
nedy said: “Ultimately, 
this is about computers and it 
is a worry how long these jobs 
will last You cannot easily 
apply for a job in India.” Sitel 
has operations across the US 
as well as Australia. Japan, 
Hong Kong. Singapore, 
France, Germany, Spain, Bel¬ 
gium and the Republic of 
Ireland. But the technology is 
reassuringly imperfect. This 
writer called Sitel* freephone 
number to reach a friendly 
voice in Kingston upon 
Thames who mistook this 
newspaper for a well-known 
New York title of similar 
name. "No. The Times of 
London," I explained. She was 
still puzzled. “My telephone 
says you are calling from 
America. We must have rout¬ 
ed your call via New York." 
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More customers are doing business over the telephone 


How to work 


out of 

the office... 


as in it 


freefone 0800 800 800 
for our free guide, 
or visit our web site at 
wvnvJ3usiness.bt.com/rnobHity 


Why not change the way Mimiz? 
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Equities fall in thin trading 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/earnings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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LONDON 

FRACTURED LIVES: The lesttval 
cetebraang me wxw at classical 
must's tfi lent terntfe M^irtvArtltwny 
Twinge goes out on a high note hem 
Ihlvaraekend In IheOiwen EfceOetfi 
Hal (tongrt jntf tomorrow. 7 45pm) the 
London Smtomena preterits me firat 
new. fufly-sUtfjed. British proauacn oi 
me composa b acciamd op«a Grwfc 
— the Oedlpua myth repealed to East 
London damg Ihe TTalcher — 
snee ns 1966 Munich premiae Care 
Vcnabtea directs a cast ol lour angers 
pined bv 9 chords oi students tram the 
BRIT Diego Masson cantinas 
Three turtho wcuKs by Tumage. Ka. 
Release and 77ns S4?roe. can be ftoimJ 
»i tomorrow's gig Dy ihe Btrtrtngfwm 
Corrempoi5»y Musk Group (Purcell 
Room. 4pmi which also toaiwes twees 
by Sieve Marttend. OWd Lang aid Corn 
Metthews Nicholas Kok conducts 
South Bank, SE i (Oin-96042421 Q 

LONDON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Muac by Mahler, ives 
end Bernwain afecomt»nerl m ihb 
amcert. Ok Arsr ma senes eyrvasbng 
the wort's oi Uie Ausman cwnposer 
with Amencan dasiics Two auriKuiiws 
rbomiietoi ihecanducw Mchad 
Tihion Thomas and the baritone Tbcrrws 
Hampsor. join the LEO lor the sates, 
with a quasi performance tonight by the 
French pianist Jean- rves Thifcauctei 
Barbican Silk Sue* EC2 <0171-638 
6691). Tonight. 7 30pm £) 

DOUBLE DUTCH: Two plays from 
Holland. Judith Hecberg's 77*? Caracal 
and Suzanne van LohuCen's Dossier 
flonaW AWerman have as then 
respecUvo subjeds rewione between 
the sexes and me irag^Jy ot Aids Asirto 
H'ine and Lucv Pn man-Wallace dUect 
Three Lagged Theatre Company and 
Women's Theaho Wnrtmlwp 
Gate Theatre, Pthko A*wn Pub. >’ 
Pembndge Road. Wt 110171-229 0706) 
Opens lomght.« 30pm Then Mon-SaL 
7 30pm Until May 9 


E BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Disney s lnm lumen mio a foil Broadway 
musical .kjtte-Alanah Brighten and 
Aia&Jjc Harvey as the kids, with 
support Irom tne l*as of Derek Griffiths 
and Norman Rossmgton 
Damlnton Totienham Court Road. Wt 
10171-416 b0S0) Mon-SaL 7 30pm mal 
Sat 0 jOrm 

□ BEEN SO LONG Rcjana Slbart 
directs CJie Walker's fina ptoy. Uve and 
revenge m muhiesJ Camden Town 
Royal Court Upstairs (Ambassadors). 
WesiSi WC2 <0171-565 MOCl) Mon- 
Sal. 7 45pm. mal Sat. Jpm 

□ THE BULLET New Joe Penhali 
play set in a Sc'JTrt Lon-Jon semi, where 
parenis two semn and a <jrt tnertd 
lErrWy Wfoo!) probe buter secreis 
Damme Coote ctaects 

Don mar Warehouse EarSiam Street. 
WC2 |0i7\-Jffl I732i Mon-Sai. Bpm 
mats Thor and 5aL 4pm Until May 2 0 

□ CAMINO REAL Tennessee 
Wiliams s wend old surwlistico- 
romaniic pay set ai the end ol 
everywhere Siwen Pitmans cast Irom 
Stratford includes Darrel D'SHva. Peier 
Egan. Leslie Ptvmps. Bridget Turner 
Sesanndti fork 

Young Vic. 66 The Cul SE1 (0171 .*0 
63631 Twiyjhtand lomonow, 7 15pm. 
mat lomonow. 2pm. in repertoire 0 

□ CYMBEUNE A heart-catcf*ng 
Imogen Irom Joanna Pearce rs ai the 
centre at Adrian Noble's fine and 
rrtjving producttc^i WWi Paul Freeman 
as ladwno <a Lrttte lagoi and Daman 
Lews as Ptisltmmus 

Barbican SJLSinwt. EC2 (0171-638 
089 Jt Tonight and tomorrow. 715pm. 
ms lomotrcnv. 2pm in repertove 0 


NEW RELEASES 

DECONSTRUCTING HARRY 118l' A 
writer's personal and prolesawrtal life 
unravels FasonaLng. lunnyand 
unsettling Woody Allen Mm Allen stare 
witti the usual cMecasi iJudyDava. 
Deny Moore Billy Crystal and Elisabeth 
Shuei 

Barbican 0 (0171 -638 BBS 1) Chelsea 
10171-351 3742) Clap hum Picture 
House <0171-498 3323) Curzon West 
End 10171-369 1722) Gate fi (0171-727 
40431 Odeons: Camden <0181-315 
4255) Kensington ffliQI -315 42141 
Swiss Cottage (0181-3154220) 
Richmond (0181-332 003Q) Wtey 
(0171 -737 2121) taeenlBaker St 
10171^935 2772) Soeen/Graen (0171- 
226 3520) ScreerTHWB 10171-435 
3366) Virgin Fulham Rd (0171-370 
2636) 

• GREAT EXPECTATIONS (15l A 
young artsi (Ethan Hawke) Inds 
success is better-cweeLDtokena's navel 
q upttaied to ttte 1990a lo kite effect 
With Gwyneth Paltrow. Robert Du Niro 
and Anne Banac*. Oector. Alfonso 
Cuanon 

ABCs: Baker Street (0T7I -335 9772) 
Tottenham Court Road (0171 -636 
6146) Empfce B <0990 8889901 
Odeons: Camden Town <0181-315 
42551 Kensington (0181-3154214) 
Marble Arch 1.OI81 -315 4216) Swiss 
Cottage (0181-3154220) ffltzy £0171- 
737 21211UCI WMtetoys £) (0990 
888990) Virgin Cheisaa (0171-3S2 
50861 

GUMWOdd) Ineotwem 
kafedoscope ol young, idle lives n die 
Mid West, ooncehred and direded by 


TODAY’S CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 

and entertainment 
compiled by Marit Margie 


ELSEWHERE 

CHELTENHAM: The (own's third 
Inlemaiicinal Jazz Festival lakes place 
thfc weekend, bringrg together 
muaciars fnxn al ever the vmrid io 
tretotxaie the >^enre In 4s many 
neamattof: A me-up feaiumg a rru 
betneeri esiatfflshed pertonnere and 
ttie best ol the new bands mdudes such 
ro<2ti*« ar. John ScofieW. tlw De«y 
Redman Quartet. Django Bares. 
Courirvy Pine and Pee Wde Pte 
Festival Bax Office: 01242 227979 



Thomas 
the LSO 


Hampson job 
in the Barbies 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
of theatre showing in London 
■ House full, returns only 
H Some seats available 
□ Seats at at) prices 


□ GIRLS' NIGHT OUT Dave 
SunpsoiYs touing show set at a mate 
strip show for hens. Is said to reveal 
more ihen moeis the eye 

Victoria Palace, Vfotora St. 3Wf 
(0171-834 1317) Mon-Thu. 8pm. En 
and SaL 5 JQpm and 8pm 

■ THE ICEMAN COMETH Eugene 
O Novi’s long but magmlioem drama on 
the comiorre at sell-deception Howard 
Davies <fireds a great casi led by ftjpert 
Graves. Lfert® Pet are and hewn 
Spawy as Hd-gy. ilia salesman 
Almeida Theatre. JOG Almekb Street. 

NI (0171-353 4404] MorvSat 7pm. me! 
Sal. 2pm UnMMay23 fi 

□ AN IDEAL HUSBAND. Peier Hairs 
e<.ceHem production slare Chnstopher 
<2a:enove. Kate O'Mara and Simon 
Ward 

Albery a Martin's Lane. WC2 <017l- 
389 1730) Mcn-SaL 7 45pm. reals Thur. 
3pm and Sat 4pm 

□ KAT AND THE KINGS' EWirem 
new 1950s rock'n rod musical about a 
South Aincan group that never quite 
existed 

Vnudevlla Theatre. The Sirand. WC2 
(0171-836 9967) Aten-TTur. Bpm FVi 
and Sac 5 30pm and B 30pm 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
fttms in London and (where 
Incttcatad with the symbol ♦) 
on rotaase across die country 


the young soeenwrueroi Kids. 
Harmony Kome 

Metro (0171437 0757) Ritzy [0171- 
73731211 

♦ HARD RAIN (161 Thwres tty to steal 
DarW-. resemec cknng a tk»d Sitty. 
water-Tpqped thriller, wtth Christian 
Staler. Morgan Freeman and Minnie 
Driver Director, Mikael Salomon 

UCI WhitetoysiS (0990 886990) 
Virgin Ttocnderofi 10181-970 6015). 
Warner© (0171-4374343) 

♦ MIDNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF 
GOOD AND EVIL (15V New York 
loumaiLst gels nvdved ri a sensational 
Savamah murder trial Absorbing 
chancier study, based on real Mb. with 
haw? spacey and John Cusack. 
Director, Cllrn Eastwood 

ABC Baker Street i0171 -935 9773) 
Odeons: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Kensington (0181-3154214) 
Swiss Cottage <0181 -315 4220) 
Virgins: Fulham Road (0171-370 
2636) Haymarfwt (0171-8391527) 

CURRENT 

♦ JACKIE BROWN (15): Pam Goer s 
money smuggler ides wnggtng out ol 
trouble Erfertatreng adaptation of 
Elmore Leonard's comic thrier Irom 


LEICESTER Uncta Nbrtowe drecre 
Sri truawig s There Are Crimes and 
Crimes, a poignant comedy «t m - 
Pairs, with Tmothy Wailver as a 
playwright uwn probtenw. 

KaymarketTheatre, BeJQrare Gate. 
Lecsster (Oi 1&-253 97971 Prevtewa 
tromicn&lL 730pm Opens April 21. 

7 30pm. Then Mon-SaL 7 30pm. mare 
Wed (Apr 29). 2pm and Sat (May 2). 
230pm. Until May 2.0 
MANCHESTER: The InlemaOonal 
Society for Ccrtamporary Mlsc's 
annual festival arrives, bach in this 
country tar the firei imw &nce 1971 The 
BBC Phfflwmonle Orchestra 
lajrctias the testrvnss w«i 9 concert 
lomght (Bridgewater Hall, 7.30pm) Oi 
works Dy Carl Huggtes. Ravel. Jan 
Rotas van Roosstdael and Peter 
Maxwell Dawn who also conducts 
Further weSiend fighighrs are a 
cofeboration between (he Arthtt Quartet 
and the Nash Ensemble in a 
perfor manc e oi Bmwtette'a Pulse 
Shadows (RNCM Opera Theatre, 
lomonow. 7 30pm) and a leoiai by the 
aedamed pianist Joanna MacGregor 
(BrtdpewsXa HaP. Sunday. 7 30pm) 
Festival Box Office: (0181-907 9000). 
ST ALBANS'S Jonathan Hotaway 
adapts and fftecia The Aspem 
Papers. Henry James's srary of literary 
skulduggery Red anti's nationwide tour 
sLartnhere 

Ma Wnga Arts Centra, a Atoana. 
<01727 84422?) Tumgm and tomorrow. 
6pm Q 

LONDON GALLERIES 

National Henry Moore and the 
National Gallery 10171-747 2885) 
National Portrait Henry Cartier- 
Bresson Portions (0171-306 0055) . . 
Royal Academy icons and the rise ol 
Moscow i017i -300 80001 
Serpentine: Piero Marconi (0171-40? 
60751 Tate F’ierTe Bonnard (0171- 
88760001 . V & A: The Rower ol the 
Poster 10171-938 SW9/8441J 


□ THE MISANTHROPE. Baine Paige 
piavs CeSmene, with Mtchaol 
Pennington as Alcesle n a cast that 
includes Anna Carteret. Peter Bcwtes 
and Dawa vefland Peier Hall directs a 
new nandarton ol Madera bvRanjltBofc 
PtacadXly Theatre. Denmoi Street, 

W110171-368 1734) Ton^B and 
lomonow, 7 45pm in repertoire 

□ SILAS HARNE3I: Geoffrey Beevers 
follows Ns excefleM adaprahon of 
Geofje Ebot's Adam Bede with her 
famous ale o> a child who metis a 
rmsei's heart 

Orange Tree. Clarence Street 
Richmond (0101-940 3633) Mon-Sai, 

7 45pm; mats Thur lApri 23.30). 

2 30pm, Sat, 4pm Lfotl May 16 © 

B THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Alan 

Ayckbcun directs Jane Asher n Ns new 
comedy about a surprising love and US 
unsurprising consequences on lovers 

Gielgud. Shalte&tMv Avenue. Wt 
(0171-494 5065) McrvSat. 7 45pm. 
mats Thur and SaL 3pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

B Blood Brothers Phoenix ID171-369 
1733) B Buddy Strand (0171-830 

8800) □ An Inspector Calir 

Garrick iQi 71-494 5085) .. ■ Lee 
Mttrables Pataca (0171-434 0909) 

B Miss Saigon' Oury Lane (D17I- 
494 5400) KtT he Mousetrap 

St Martin's <0171-836 14431 . BThe 
Phantom ol the Opera- Her M^est/s 
(0171-494 5400) □Smokay Joe's 
Cafe. Prince oi Wates 10171639 
5967) B Starfight Express: Apollo 
Victoria (0171-416 50541 
Trctef wformalwn suppitsd by Society 
ol London Theatre. 


Quentin Tarantino, wtth an excellent 
cast (Robert Forster. Samuel L Jackson, 
Robert De Nno, Michael Keeton. 

Bridget Fonda) 

Empire 0 (0990 88&390) Greenwich 
(01B1-235 3005) Odrions: CankSen - 
Town (0161-315 4253,»Cwwln|^on- ~- 
(0181-3154214) MertaleArch(gT81- 
3154216)SwleeCottage:(gi81^Tfi .. 
4220) Ptaa Q (0990 888990) RRty 
<0171-737 2121) UCI WHteleyB 0 
(0990 888990) Virgins Chattel pi 71 - 
3S25096) Heynwrket (0171-8391527) 
TrocederoB (0161-9/0 8015) 

JUNK MAIL < 15)- Bradn^ygnmgy 
Norwegian btach comedy about a 
dewntjodden postman sucked Wo 
petty crime A string detxJ lor director 
PSi SWaune With Robert Slqaeratad 
ABC PIceodBy (0171-437 3S61J 
Claphem Picture House (0171-488 
33231 Rtay (0171-737 2121) 

• THE MAN IN THE IRON MASK 

(12) Decepttoi and thrills at the court ol 
Louis XIV. CWftsh new version ol the 
Dimas newel, wkh an sttrajive cast 
Director. Randall WaBaca 
Odeons: Martta Arch (0181-315 
42181 West End (0181-3154221) UCI 
Whiteisys 010990 8889901 Virgin 
Fulham Road (0171-370 2636) 

OSCAR AND LUCINDA M5) Peier 
Carey's newel about Vfotonan rrnsfts. 
with Ralph Rennes and Cate Bfoncheo. 
Strikingly visual but muffled h Impact 
Dtecror, QSian Armstrong 
ABC Totte n ham Court Road (0171- 
6368148) Barb teen 0 (0171-638 8891) 

Clapham Picture House AH 71-490 
3323) Odeon Heymarket (0181 -315 
4212) 


Reading between the lines 


P ersonally I always 
read on trains, but i 
usually find l am in a 
minority. What are 
they thinking of, these people 
who simply sit or, by way of 
variety, stare out of the win¬ 
dow? Maybe nothing much. 
Or maybe (heir thoughts are 
drifting from piano-playing to 
hairdos, to the eccentricities 
and minor betrayals of old 
chums, to the respective merits 
of All Bran and Ex-Lax, to the 
characters behind the faces 
opposite: the case with the 
man and woman so finely 
played by Michael Gambon 
and Eileen Atkins in Yasmina 
Reza’s two-hander. 


There is a biggish differ¬ 
ence, though, between the 
average train trip and the 
journey these strangers are 
making from Paris to Frank¬ 
furt He is a well-known 
novelist she a passionate ad¬ 
mirer of his work. She has his 
latest book in her handbag, 
and would be reading it, if she 
did not fear his reaction would 
be embarrassing or disap¬ 
pointing. In an evening lasting 
an hour and a quarter, it takes 
50 minutes for him to break 
the silence, 60 for her to start 
reading his The Unexpected 
Man . and roughly 73 for them 
to acknowledge who they are 
and what they feel. 

Almost all of Matthew 
Warchus's production consists 
of reverie, though Atkins in 
particular often gets up from 
her chair and walks around 
the glass floor that, with shiny 
railway tracks beneath, is 
Mark Thompson's notion of a 
dosed compartment. In other 
words, the play hasn't the 
neat, clever plot of Roza'S Art, 
and is most unlikely to prove 
as successful. But the same 



A man, a woman and a book: Michael Gambon and Eileen Atkins in Yasmina Reza’s play. The Unexpected Man 


sharp, shrewd wit is often in 
evidence, as is the same inter¬ 
est in prickly people. The play 
is not about friendship, like 
Art, but it touches often on the 
human need for others, and 
knows the way we warily 
observe and circle one 
another. And it too comes to a 
healing, touching yet unsenti¬ 
mental conclusion about both 
art and life. 

That has impact because 
Gambon comes across as a 
sour, even coarse man. That 


great cauliflower face reddens 
and clenches as he broods 
about his irritating son. his 
daughter's over-age fiance, the 
friends who are enjoying sex 
more than him. the critic who 
had reservations about The 
Unexpected Man. and what 
he suspects are hi&own fading 
creative powers. Meanwhile 
Atkinses spiky, aloof traveller 
seems much preoccupied with 
the death or disappearance of 
those she loved. Even her 
sophisticated friend Georges 


has become a boring family 
man. complete with a smiling 
baty called Eric and a push¬ 
chair. Atkins's anguish as she‘ 
mentions this awful object is 
only one of several quietly 
hilarious moments. 

But basically the piece is 
quietly serious. Reza evokes 
the kind of novetist that 
Gambon is — dark in his lack 
of faith in the naked ape, 
affirmative in his fondness for 
human quirks — and makes 
you see how his work would 


appeal to a woman like Mar¬ 
tha. who thinks that The 
desperate are the only pro¬ 
found. the only really attrac¬ 
tive people". They are 
strangers on a train. But she 
needs him. he needs her. And 
Yasmina Reza is dramatist 
enough to leave you feeling 
that it matters. 

Benedict 4 
Nightingale 

• 77i is reiiew appeared in late 
editions of The limes yesterday 


Waving, not 
drowning 



L ast time Stephen Greenhorn's 
road movie for the stage headed 
this way, it seemed to zoom off 
into the distance almost before it had a 
chance to settle in. But now this 
picaresque tale of Brian and Alex, a 
pair of dead-end West Coast Scottish 
kids who head north in a dapped-out 
Lada with a stolen surfboard in tow, is 
parked in the Traverse for a consider¬ 
able stay. 

Greenhorn's play epitomises the 
current wave of youngish sexy Scottish 
drama while managing to avoid the 
pitfalls. Funny, profound, self-depreca- 
tory and hungry for.knowledge, above 
all else it looks outward, beyond the 
shortbread and the Sunday Post, to 
unclaimed lands, new experiences and 
hopeful futures. 

John Tiffany’s speedy revival sees 
Brian and Alex, played once again by 
Colin McCredie and Paul Thomas 
Hickey, as even more a Yin and Yang 
than before, co-dependants en route to 
standing on their own two feet Along 


the way they find Mirren (Iona 
Carbarns), a drifter who is the rural 
equivalent of streetwise, who intro¬ 
duces them to assorted kooks, crazies 
and beautiful losers (played by Callum 
Cuthbertson. Mable Aitken and John 
Kazek), all of whom become one more 
brief encounter — or passing place — 
before they find their own perfect wave. 
Even Alex’S psychotic ex-boss; Ifiriks 
(Peter KeiJy), in hor^pursjjt in.'f^ers’ 
leather, finds somi^|n§^^e!W^. in 
via delusions of an invisible" 1 brother. 

As Brian works through the pains of 
his past and even Alex lets his guard 
slip, there are epiphanies all over the 
place while the car they travel in. 
customised from a drab brown into 
wild pinks, becomes a symbol of the re- 
invention of their lives. While the pair 
might not stay where they are for ever, 
they know at last they can have fun 
getting wherever they're going to next 

Second time around, the play seems 
like one more symbol of Scottish 
optimism, fused as it is with a healthy 
dose of good old-fashioned West Coast 
wideboy wit that mercifully steers clear 
of cheap stereotypes. 

Neil Warmington's suitably vast 
expanse of a set curls up into a gigantic 
wave which looms over Brian and Alex 
with something that looks suspiciously 
like hope. Where the road meets the sea 
isn’t an ending then, but a brave new 
dawn for all. 

Nell Cooper ! 


A (small) chorus line 


THEY arrive breathlessly late for 
rehearsals, hustling through the aisles 
before taking their place next to the 
piano. This youthful trio have had a 
gruelling time of it lately, living proof 
that most actresses lead Jives of quiet 
desperation. Part cabaret, part bemnd- 
. the-scenes angst k la Chorus Une, 3 
Divas does not worry about dramatic 
structure. Sharon D. Clarke. Lindsay 
Hamilton and Lisa Hull work around 
a throwaway script which is indeed 
thrown away after the interval, when 
the evening becomes a recital. 

The programme is coy about the 
authorship of the wry jokes and comp¬ 
laints about no-good men. But none of 
this matters, since it is the songs that 
make it worthwhile. Sondheim fans 
are well catered for, sardonic pieces 
such as Broadway Baby matching the 
world-weary mood of the first half. 
There is as much pleasure to be had 
from more unexpected sources. Michel 
Legrand’s yearning medley from Vend 
is guaranteed to win over anyone 
allergic to Barbra Streisand. Kander 
and Ebb make a brief appearance with 
Arthur and All That Jazz. Porter and 
Sondheim are woven together on 
Hamilton’s wistful performance of So 
In Love and Losing My Mind. 

As the lights come up on the show 



't-0h 


proper "in Act II, Clarke dips into 
Bricusse and Newiey's hit show Stop 
The World — I Want To Get OJp. for a 
stirring gospel treatment of Gonna 
Build a Mountain. The stately Clarke 
is the only genuine diva on display. 
Hamilton and Hull, both energetic 
performers, seem content to play 
second fiddle to her burnished voice. 
Not all of Clarke’s songs do her justice, 
however. Oleta Adams’s / Gotta Sing 
My Song sounds ponderous in this 
urbane company. 

Theatrical in-jokes are scattered! 
throughout the early stages, and the 
press night audience seemed almost 
too eager" to beat the cast to the gentle 
punchlines. Still, i Divas marks a 
confident debut by the venue's 20-year- 
old artistic director. David Babani. 
When your props do not run to much 
more than a couple of mobile phones, it 
also helps to have a musical director as 
polished as Nathan Martin. 

Clive Davis 


ART GALLERIES THEATRES 


TICKETS 


MICHAEL PARKIN GALUOtT 

11 Matooob St London SWl 


From April ititt un8 May 15th 
Tel: 0171 235 8140 
Fac 0171 MS 9848 


EXHIBITIONS 


EXHHTION: fittSH. BJGLSSH A 
CONTINENTAL PAINTINGS: 
ITttvZTTh April 1998. HAHN, 47 
AtHTWto Street. London Mti 
0171 483 9190 MorvFrt 

UKLSOpm Sag-Sun: IjHnm 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 0171 632 6300(24hr) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
TonT 7 JO LA BOHEHE 
Tomor 7 jD0 


ALDWYCH 0171 416 6003 
CC 344 4444 
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L ast month I had an Original 
Idea. That makes, let me see. 
almost two this decade. I 
was in the National Gallery 
looking at the pictures. (No. that 
wasn't the Original Idea; do keep 
your facetious comments to your* 
self.) I emerged imo warm sun¬ 
shine (remember that?), turned 
into Charing Cross Road, and 
came across a street artist sketch¬ 
ing a portrait of a tourist. 

Tire sudden juxtaposition struck 
me. In an instant I had moved 
from art that was mostly ancient, 
revered like relics, priceless and 
untouchable; and stumbled, al¬ 
most literally, upon an that was 
cheap and cheerful, only modestly 
competent but. above all, happen¬ 
ing. The alfresco artist’s pencil 
moved with mesmerising swift¬ 
ness over the paper: the whole 
process of asm miss ion. execution 
and sale was over in 15 minutes. 
Creation while you wait! This may 

VHinrl rlictinrtlv naff hut 1 nnt 


more of a thrill from watching that 
lightning sketch taking shape than 
I did from paying homage to the 
Old Masters. 

Don’t get me wrong. This isn’t a 


Make it quick and make it rough 


plea for ousting Sunflowers from 
the National Gallery In favour of 
Passing Tourist No 328 by J. 
Btoggs. We cherish Old Masters 
for good reason: they are masterly. 
But the experience did trigger my 
Big idea. Which is? That we must 
find ways to put spontaneity back 
into our culture. 

At present it's too cm trolled, too 
predictable, too much like some 
factory production line with the 
creator at one end, rows of 
marketeers, producers, impresa¬ 
rios and curators in the middle, 
and the public waiting (or often 
not waiting) at the end. Nothing 
surprises any more; all is inevita¬ 
ble. No wonder that football is now 
spoken of as the “new opera". It 
has all the passion and spectacle. 


see the creative process going on 
right in front of you. and have no 
idea how the plot will end 
Consider haw stuitifyingly long- 
winded the cultural process has 


become. Movie-makers take years 
to polish their product, and then 
the hype machine adds another 
layer of varnish. TV programmes 
are cut and dried well away from 
the public gaze. Opera singers and 
conductors are contracted years in 
advance to do repertoire written 
centuries earlier. Most big galler¬ 
ies know exactly what will be on 
their walls two years from. row. 
The cultural industry has no space 
for the instant spark of brilliance 
that demands attention now. 

Admittedly, the spoken theatre 
is less rigid. Occasionally some 
fringe venue will enterprisingly 
dear its stage to air a topical 
matter. One thinks of the Tricycle 
Theatre's gripping . dramatised 
readings from the Scott Inquiry.- 


UJW L4IU UIV UlUUl/ 

mentality is rarely abandoned. 
The big musicals rolling in this 
summer — Rent, Shew Boat, 



RICHARD MORRISON 

wiD have been months, even 
decades, in the honing. Yes, of 
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thing “different" with Oklahoma!. 
1 daresay that the "bright golden 
haze on the meadow” will turn out 


not creativity in its basic sense. 

Even rock concerts now come 
packaged to the hilt. They might as 

well play the album through the 
speakers — and one suspects that 
they sometimes do. The true art of 
improvisation, in music or words, 
is dead outside the somewhat 
circumscribed worlds of the 
church organ loft and the jazz and 
comedy elute. And even in the 
latter the stand-ups rely more 
upon preordered parades of jokes 
than upon spontaneous interaction 
with the audience. 

fcrhaps all this is inevitable. A 
public that gets most of its culture 
via film, TV or CDs is getting art 
that has been recorded and re¬ 
recorded to sterile perfection. The 
pressure is then on promoters of 


uvl- event-, iu moiui uiai crrur-ircc 

precision. That means eliminating 
risk. Unfortunately, you can’t have 
true creativity without risk. 


public would, too. Suppose some¬ 
body set up a theatre in which 
nothing was more than a month 
old. A show would be written one 
week, rehearsed the next and 
performed in the third. What a 
chance to mirror current events. 
What urgency it would possess. 

I would even like to see instant 
operas and musicals created 
this way. Britain has some 
terrific composers, but they are 
stilled by the interminable bureau¬ 
cratic faffle of getting a premiere in 
an opera house or big concert hall. 
Handel and Beethoven scribbled 
their concertos so fast that they 
usually ended up improvising the 
solo part Rossini, Verdi, Mozart 
and Sullivan worked in furious 


nasic pruuuuc uperas against 
the dock. Don't tell me that their 

an is the worse for it The deadline 
is the true mother of invention. 


Oklahoma!, Saturday. Night Fe- to be lethal gas escaping from the I would love to see riskiness Give a talented composer a fort- 
ver. Whistle Down the Wind — local silo. But that’s interpretation, given a run again, and I think the night to concoct something memo¬ 


rable; and watch the creaky oki art 
form of opera explode into life. 

Culture has become too 
institutionalised. We need to rough 
it up, go back to basics, back to the 
troubadour and jester tradition 
that lived by quick wits and instant 
impact Yes. ft would be a journal¬ 
istic art, and a lot of It — like this 
article and all that surrounds it — 
would be here today, gone tomor¬ 
row. But what true creative artist 
wouldn't relish the chance to 
establish a new, dangerous prox¬ 
imity to the public? 

And yes. I would even like to see 
my street artist, or something Like 
him. installed in every public 
gallery, counterpointing all the 
venerable canvases with a non¬ 
stop show of living art in the 
making. Damien Hirst could pick¬ 
le a new sheep every day, and 
Gilbert could cahoot with George 
in from of our startled eyes. What's 
more, visitors would be encour¬ 


aged to ieu ine artists exactly wiuu 
they thoughr of the art being 
produced. What entertainment! 
You know, this Original Idea lark 
is rather fun; I might have another 
one next year. 



RICHARD POHLE 


Branching out 
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Sir Dennis Stevenson at home in London: “My departure now win ensure that David Verey is fully in place for the new century. He’s been a wonderful Tate trustee” 


EVER mindful of the march of 
the tree surgeon and the 
property developer,! had been 
feeling rather warmly dis¬ 
posed towards Michael Ny¬ 
man’S new piece. Strong on 
Oaks, Strong on the Causes of 
Oaks. But anyone who, like 
me, was naively imagining an 
eco-prop soundtrack, circling 
with notated age-rings and 
multigrain ostinati, was in for 
a cruel shock. This was, in 
fact, a 15-minute, five-move¬ 
ment Suite for Stevenage. 

Obvious when you come to 
think of it For a start that is 
where the English Sinfonia. 
presenting the work's world 
premiere. Is stationed as or- 
chestra-in-residence. And — 
serve you right for forgetting 
your Anglo-Saxon — Steve¬ 
nage or, more precisely. 
Sithenaece. means “Strong 
Oak". So there it is. B ram well 
Tovey, introducing and con¬ 
ducting the work, made quite 
a case for it all, especially as he 
seemed to be more impressed 
try the town’s Indian restau¬ 
rants and bowling alleys than 
by its arboriculture. 

This, though, is definitely 
pastoral Nyman. Oaks is real¬ 
ly an affable and bucolic dance 
suite, beginning with the gen¬ 
tle lilt of wide-set strings, 
bringing to the surface tire 
composer's early love of 16th- 
century English rounds and 
folk music. Several short 
"stanzas", like little round 
dances, their rhythms dislo¬ 
cated by chiming trumpets 
and paunchy horns, give way 


CONCERT 



to a second movement in 
which a rustle of oscillating 
string figures alternates with a 
strident, syncopated dance. 
Then more syncopated rhyth¬ 
mic patterns, zig-zagging one 
across another in a third 
dance, before a lark-rise of a 
violin introduces the fourth 
movement with its sudden 
moments of calm before a 
final, jubilant knees-up, led by 
timpani and skirling piccolo. 

Instrumental textures and 
dynamic levels mingle here 
with greater subtlety than in 
much of Nymans music. But 
for real rhythmic thrills, syn¬ 
copations which really reach 
the gut; for true mastery of 
orchestration and authentic 
unpredictability, try Malcolm 
Arnold's English Dances. The 
First and Second Sets followed 
the Nyman, and ensured gen¬ 
erous applause. ■ 

In what was virtually a self- 
contained alternative concert 
in the first half, the English 
Sinfonia gave. a respectful 
account of Schubert’s Rosa- 
munde Overture, and John 
L211 offered his usual lucid 
performance of Rachman¬ 
inov’S Second Kano Concerto. 

Hilary Finch 


Time for a change 


of sugar daddy 


VISUAL ART: As the Tate prepares for its move to Bankside, its chairman is 
leaving. Richard Cork unveils the gallery’s big plans for the 21st century 
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W hen the Tate Gal¬ 
lery of Modem 
Art celebrates its 
millennial un¬ 
veiling in the year 2000, Sir 
Dennis Stevenson is con¬ 
vinced that it will be hailed as 
"one of the wonders of the 
world”. As chairman of the 
Tate's trustees since 1988, he 
has played a pivotal, much- 
jsy admired role in the genesis 
and development of this vis¬ 
ionary venture. But he will no 
longer occupy the chairman¬ 
ship when the great Bankside 
building opens its doors. Ste¬ 
venson has decided to retire in 
June 1998, when he hands over 
to David Verey, the chairman 
and chief executive of Lazard 
Brothers Ltd. 

Stepping down will not be 
easy for this energetic, im¬ 
mensely likeable man, whose 
business career has led him to 
the chairmanships of Pearson 
and GPA “111 have withdraw¬ 
al symptoms and be hell to live 
with," he admits. Everyone 
tried to persuade him to stay, 
including the Culture Secre- 
B iary Chris Smith and the 
Tate's director Nick Serota. 
But Stevenson would not be 
swayed. “On a personal level. 
} it's been fantastic working 
with Nick." he says, “bur no 
one should do any job for more 
1 than ten years. My departure 
now will ensure that David 
Verey is fully in place for the 
- new century. He’s been a 
wonderful Tate trustee, and 
he’s an all-round outstanding 
■ human being." 

Not that the 52-year-old 
Stevenson shows any sign of 
giving up his interest in art. A 
cornucopia of paintings, 
drawings and sculpture fes- 
i toons his early 19 th-century 
Westminster house, testifying 
ro a passion for collecting he 
9 shares with his mother Sylria. 
a devotee of modem Scottish 
artists. “I don’t have the Serota. 
desire to surround each pic¬ 
ture with acres of empty 
space." he laughs, looking 
cheerfully ar the cluttered 
w?.lls aroutid him. “My house 


in Suffolk is even more crowd¬ 
ed with art, but 1 wouldn’t call 
myself a collector. The true 
collector is completely obses¬ 
sional. whereas I'm complete¬ 
ly promiscuous." 

" At the moment, Stevenson is 
folly occupied, not only at 
Pearson and GPA but with a 
clutch of non-executive direc¬ 
torships. the chairmanship of 
Sinfonia 21 and advising the 
Prime Minister on implement¬ 
ing the Stevenson Commis¬ 
sion, set up by Tony Blair to 

examine the role _ 

of information 
technology in 
schools. 

His outstand¬ 
ing decade at the 
Tate will, never¬ 
theless. feature 
prominently in 
any assessment 
of his career. Yet 
if Margaret 
Thatcher's hos¬ 
tility had pre¬ 
vailed. Steven¬ 
son would never 


C So far, we 
have kept free 
admission 
andkqrt 
solvent as 
well ? 


Tate’S woeful inability to dis¬ 
play more than 10 per cent of 
its collection: “How could we 
say to a collector, ‘we’d love 
you to give us your Matisses', 
when we couldn’t even prom¬ 
ise them a permanent show¬ 
case?" 

After much research a mo¬ 
mentous split was decided on, 
leaving the historic British 
collection at Millbank and 
housing 20th-century interna¬ 
tional art in a separate build¬ 
ing. Several metropolitan sites 

j_ were considered. 

at Southfield. 
King’s Cross, 
Nine Elms and 
Jubilee Gardens 
near the Festival 
Hall. “Then 
Francis Carn- 
waih, the Tate’s 
deputy director, 
alerted us to the 
Bankside build¬ 
ing.” Steven¬ 
son’s initial 
reaction was 
sceptical: "It was 


have become chairman at all. 
“Thatcher saw me as a left-of- 
centre businessman, under¬ 
mining and subversive. So she 
vetoed my appointment She 
was nuts, because I was likely 
to do things at the Tate that 
she would approve of — tike 
exploding the myth that effici¬ 
ency is the enemy of 
excellence.” 

Eventually, after Tim Bell 
and others interceded on his 
behalf, she relented And Ste¬ 
venson found himself presid¬ 
ing over the trustees at a 
crucial moment in the gal¬ 
lery's history. Serota had just 
arrived as the new, young 
director. The need for expan¬ 
sion was already long recog¬ 
nised. and designs by James 
Stirling existed for three new 
buildings on the car park next 
to the Millbank premises. 
“But the plan didn’t work, 
there wasn’t enough space 
there." explains Stevenson. Re¬ 
viewing the problem, he and 
Serota realised that something 
radical must be tjyne about the 


the longest-odds runner, a real 
wild card. I still have to pinch 
■myself that we chose ft. There 
we were, planning to create 
one of the world's greatest 
museums of modem art in a 
dirty old power station!" 

Before long, though, the 
Bankside building was found 
to be structurally sound. Its 
commanding position directly 
opposite St Paul's was im¬ 
mensely attractive, and plenty 
of space surrounded it for 
future expansion. “The urban 
regenera turn of Southwark 
added a very strong card,” 
savs Stevenson, .“and. Nidi 
realised that artists didn’t 
particularly like custom-buflt 
galleries designed by contem¬ 
porary architects. We decided 
to gD ahead with Bankside two 
years before the Government 
introduced the National Lot¬ 
tery, so the Tate was wdl- 
Prepared when the time came 
to apply for a £50 million 
grant" 

Now, as die metamorphosis 
of Bankside reaches its final 


phase, Stevenson feels “ro¬ 
bustly confident We’ve raised 
all but £20 million of our side 
of the money, and I’m not 
worried about the rest Of 
course, if I want to lose sleep at 
night, I can." The problem of 
finding extra funds should not 
be underestimated, and it has 
been a central challenge 
throughout Stevenson'S time 
at the Tate. 

"The role of chairman m 
national museums has 
(hanged dramatically over the 
last ten years." he says. 
“They've become far bigger 
and much less dependent on 
government finance. Bankside 
and Millbank may well end 
up attracting five or six million 
visitors a year. So far, we have 
kept free admission, and. kept 
solvent as well. I'm proud of 
that. But the real issue is this: 
wifi the Government be pre¬ 
pared to go on funding an 
ever-expanding situation at 
the Tate?" 


S tevenson cannot ex¬ 
pect to receive an an¬ 
swer before he retires. 
But he does know how 
much pleasure the chairman¬ 
ship has given him. “The Tate 
used to be a battleground 
between trustees and direc¬ 
tors," he points out. “Because 
the gallery is often on the 
cutting edge of art, the trustees 
come under pressure. A lot of 
people still hate the Turner 
Prize, so you need to be very 
robust and supportive, and 
have confidence in the 
director." 

Stevenson'S dose rapport 
with Serota has been the key 
factor in their success: “1 hope 
Nick would say that we’ve had 
a completely transparent rela¬ 
tionship, based on open trust." 
The Taie was lucky to have 
Stevenson, and he will retain a 
strong connection by contin¬ 
uing to serve as chairman of 
the Tate Gallery Foundation, 
the main umbrella body for 
the private fundraising on 
which the future growth of the 
institution depends. 
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34 ARTS POP __ 

Arab Strap are partial to a drink - and girls. So that’s the subject-matter for their songs sorted out.. 
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Blowing up a 
saxophone storm 


4 


■sA %,■ 


THE advance publicity prom¬ 
ised a “fiery saxophone phe¬ 
nomenon ... powerful and 
passionate”, and from rhe 
moment Gilad Aizmon 
launched himself into the solo 
alto introduction 10 his first 
number, the Siivcrs/Van 
Heusen classic Nancy (with 
the Laughing Face), it was 
clear that he was determined 
to live up to his billing. 

Even luxuriating in the fa¬ 
miliar changes of this 
tenderest of ballads — it was. 
after all, originally written for 
Frank Sinatra's four-year-old 
daughter — Atzmon peppered 
his playing with breathless 
double-time flurries, soaring 
cries and swooping runs.. 

The Thelonious Monk-in¬ 
spired Monkey Business, a 
suitably quirky original blues, 
proved an inspired choice for 
Atzmon's follow-up number. It 
showcased not only pianist 
Phil Mead's sly delicacy and 
drummer Sam Brown's right¬ 
ly controlled mmbustiousness 
in the concluding fours-trad¬ 
ing with his leader, but also an 
Aizmon trademark: his ability 
to transform himself into an 
Instant saxophone section. 
The sight of a man playing 
two saxophones simulta¬ 
neously inevitably conjures up 
memories of Roland Kirk, but 
unlike the late American. 
Atzmon restricts himself to 
playing brief harmonised riffs 
on tenor and alio, beefing up 
his quartet’s sound considera¬ 
bly in the process. 

Another great .American 
saxophonist." John Coltrane. 
was brought to mind by 
Atzmon's next couple of num¬ 
bers. In the first, the old Victor 


CtfRad Atzmon 

. Vortex.N16’ 

Young/Ned Washington war- 
horse Stella by Starlight, it 
uas the saxophonist's eager¬ 
ness to shed the harmonic 
restrictions of Mead’s piano 
and Simon Thorpe's bass, so 
that he could explore the 
nine's outer limits in duo with 
Brown, that summoned the 
great man's shade: in the 
second, a tricky original in 7/S 
appropriately titled In a Sev-i± 
en-timental Mood. the same* 
function was performed by 
Atzmon's open acknowledge¬ 
ment of his soprano sound's 
debt to Coltrane. 

A murderously fust Secret 
Love and a surprisingly ad¬ 
venturous clarinet version of 
Duke Ellington's In a Senti¬ 
mental Mood, which some¬ 
how succeeded in incorpora¬ 
ting a brief, sour visit to the 
national anthem, concluded 
the quartet's first set. Their 
second provided more of the 
same: a hurtle through Lover, 
a couple of burning alto bal¬ 
lads. a funky blues shuffle and 
a delightfully eccentric clan- ' 
net visit to A Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square. 

With an alro sound that 
somehow contrives to combine 
the urgent, blistering agility of 
Sonny Criss with the booting, 
soulful accessibility of An 
Porter Atzmon is a highly 
welcome addition 10 the Brit¬ 
ish jazz scene. 

Chris Parker 
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“It’s embarrassing." says Malcolm Middleton of Aldan Moffat's lyrics. “They’re all about people we know.” “Aye,” Moffat says. “You have to make your own amusement” 

Sex and the single-minded 

W e are in the pub Malcolm Middleton, the seconds later, this 
with Arab Strap: Strap's composer, sits opposite hams to vague pan¬ 
something Arab him: a pale, rainy Celtic ic. He shakes the 
Strap do all die redhead with a tender lower phone a little. 


W e are in tile pub 
with Arab Strap: 
something Arab 
Strap do all die 
time. It’s a dark, cracked 
Victorian pub around the ow¬ 
ner From Radio I. all maroon 
leather and broken jukebox. 
It's the sort of pub they prefer. 

“It's nut stupid or new. wiih 
plywood amuses or robotical 
drinks irolleys. or anything.” 
Aidan Moffat says with 
approval, his moustache frost¬ 
ed with Carlsberg. 

Moffat. Arab Strap’s lyri¬ 
cist. has a white-bread moon 
face, eyes all liquid with a life's 
pub-sorrow. Nonetheless, he 
has that reassuring drinker's 
buoyancy that comes from 
realising one can live a whole 
life in the pub. and not miss 
out on a single human experi¬ 
ence. 


Malcolm Middleton, the 
Strap's composer, sits opposite 
him: a pale, rainy Celtic 
redhead with a tender lower 
lip. He looks like a 14-year-old 
boy who's been forced to grow 
a goatee. 

After a return trip to the bar. 
Moffat has his pint halfway to 
his lips when his mobile phone 
rings. A look of alarm takes 
over his face. He obviously 
hates his mobile phone. He is 
convinced that it's giving him 
a brain tumour and he cant 
talk on the thing without 
feeling as though he is the 
yuppiest yuppie in the world. 
And they don't really have 
yuppies in Falkirk. 

He answers it like one 
would answer a ringing lion 
and holds it an inch from his 
car. a look of abject embar¬ 
rassment on his face. Thirty 


seconds later, this 
toms to vague pan¬ 
ic. He shakes the 
phone a little. 

Stares at it Gives a 
growling sigh. 

"The battery's 
running down, 
right" he says, 
putting the phone 
back down on the CAI 
table. "So all 1 lVAf' 
heard was ‘Moffat 
— bad news. 11m not 
going to be able to . -.' and 
then it died.” 

They cant get us tickets on 
the train, can they?" Middle- 
ton asks. “We're not going to 
get home, are we?” 

Moffat looks out of the 
window. Middleton looks 
across to the bar. Pub in 
Falkirk. Pub in London. Does 
it make any difference? “I’ll get 
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another pint in, 
then,” Moffat says, 
standing up. 

Arab Strap are 
the sound of small 
towns, pub-life and 
ram. Philophobia, 
their new album 
[reviewed by David 
Sinclair on page 

CATTLIN -35k is the longest 

MORAN wet ^ since B,ue 

IVIUKATN Nj | e>s Hafs or 

American Music 
• and Chib's Everdear. As is the case 
with rainy albums, Philo- 
ets on phobia, on first listen, is like 
iddie- watching drizzle through a 
ing to window — seamless, endless, 
loveless rain. 

f the But when you engage with 
looks it, and walk out into its watery 
ib in world, you start noticing .the 
Does Monet purples and greys of its 
I'll get wet pavements: tiny glowing 
scraps of guitar, like luminous 
lichens; the way that ceaseless 
rain makes the air sweet and 
strong, like rider. Hung over 
on this ciderous air, Moffat 
mutters his pub-life tales like a 
man who has just had desul¬ 
tory. sofa-bound sex and then 
missed his last bus home. 

As with ail small towns, the 
only escape is through sex — 
both figuratively and literally 
in Falkirk'S case. As it is 
halfway between Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, getting to the 
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big city is easy: £3 and 20 
minutes on the train. Should 
you fail to pull, however, it's a 
sobering £20 cab ride back 
home. Financial prudence, if 
nothing else, dictates you put it 
about a bit 

Lyrically. Arab Strap are the 
Falkirk Evening News — the 
XXX edition. As FaJDdrk is 
made up of a bowling alley no- 
one goes to. a Laser Quest and 
12 pubs, of which only three 
are “ones you'd wish to set foot 
in", the only news is gossip, 
and the only gossip is Who’s 
Done Who. 


T heir first album. The 
Weekend Never 
Starts Round Here, 
was informed by the 
girl Moffat kind of stole from 
Middleton. For Philophobia. 
Moffat has turned his eye to 
all the other girls he has ever 
loved and lost, hated and 
dumped, or never really got it 
on with in the first place. With 
all these pink wounds, it's not 
surprising to find out that 
Philophobia means a fear of 
falling in love. 

Moffat's lyrics are known 
for their raunchiness. “He 
never shows me them before 
he records them,” Middleton 
says, wincing slightly. "He 
just goes straight in and sings 
them. Sometimes I'll just be 


A many-pointed 
star is bom 


CHANGING TIMES 


TRICIA TAHARA 


(Savant SCD 2006) 
CLASSICALLY trained, but 
with a stint at BerkJee's jazz 
academy behind her as well as 
equally valuable “life" experi¬ 
ence gained selling real estate 
and rebuilding sports cars, 
Trida Tahara has one of the 
purest, most affecting voices to 
emerge in recent years. 

Combining the smooth jazz 
sophistication of Carmen Lun¬ 
dy with the tempered-steel 
soulfulness of Anita Baker or 
Randy Crawford, she is also a 
skilled and thoughtful lyricist, 
adding unusually cogem 
words on this album to Wayne 
Shorters Footprints and 
Herbie Hancock’s Butterfly. 

She blends superbly with a 
close-knit group comprising 
pianist Geri Allen, trumpeter 
Wallace Roney (a Berklee 
classmate of Tahare's), saxo¬ 
phonist Antoine Roney, bass¬ 
ist Ralphe Armstrong and 
drummer/producer Lenny 
White. Whether she's bringing 
unusual emotional resilience 
to an intriguing minor-key 
visit to You an My Sunshine, 
exercising her lyric soprano on 
an aria from Boito's 
Mefistofele or imbuing care¬ 
fully selected popular songs 
with heartfelt wistfulness, 
Tahara is a talent to watch. 


NEW JAZZ 
ALBUMS 


RUSSELL GUNN 
Gunn Fu 

(HighNote HCD 7003) 

WITH his pun-friendly sur¬ 
name. trumpeter Russell 
Gunn can look forward to 
coming many variations on 
the title of his debut album 
{Young Gunn). But in this 
particular case, the somewhat 
strained reference to martial 
arts is wholly appropriate: 
agility and balance, coupled 
with controlled aggression, 
are the hallmarks of his 
music. 

His band — mustard-keen 
young players such as 
saxophonist/flautist Greg Tar¬ 
dy. vibes player Stefon Harris 
and the wonderfully pungent, 
dynamic pianist James Hurt, 
plus a rhythm section of 
bassist Eric Reeves and drum¬ 
mer AJi Jackson — gives him 
sterling support throughout 
the album. 

But it is Gunn's fierce, 
ringing tones on the bustling 
post-bop selections and his 
sweet plangency on the odd 
ballad that grab and retain the 
attention throughout this 
highly accomplished album. 

Chris Parker 


standing there, going 
'Fwwwwwshhhh!'" Middle- 
ton squeezes his head between 
his hands. "It’s embarrassing 
as well, because they're all 
about people we knew, and 
Falkirk's very small." 

“Aye; you have to make your 
own amusement." Moffat 
nods. "We’ve made up our 
own language, too. Rekkit. 
Chin. Hoojoo." 

"Hoojcw is a derogatory 
term for anyone who's not 
with us,” Middleton explains. 

“1 know a boy from Falkirk 
who can speak Klingon,” 
Moffat chips in. “He also read 
James Herbert's Dune, and 
learnt all the words from that 
and ran them together and 
made a language there, too. 
He was talking some absolute 
pish." 

“Still a nice guy. though.” 
Middleton nods. A thought 
strikes him. and he fidgets a 
Hole. “Do you think we mighr 
get home tonight? See, the 
thing about Falkirk is the 
same with everyone's home 
town. You hate it while you’re 
there, but you kind of miss it 
when you're away." 

He stares at MoffaL and 
says, as if it had only just 
occurred to him. "We could go 
down the pub." 

• Philophobia is released on Mon¬ 
day hy Chemikal Underground 


Steaming with 
Southern passion 


IT WAS ihe outfii rhar was the 
giveaway. When Johnny 
Rawls walked on stage im¬ 
maculately clad in a pastel 
yellow top. matching trousers 
and a pair of patent leather 
shoes you knew that this was 
not going to be an evening of 
straightahead Chicago blues. 

While there is still a strong 
market for the traditional. 
Muddy Waters-inspired 
music among mainly white 
audiences, Rawls is a prime 
example of the soul blues 
performer, an artist popular 
in the lounge and supper club 
"chitlin' circuit" in the States 
whose records still sell in large 
quantities to black buyers. 

It is a genre which combines 
the earthiness of a B.B. King 
with the Memphis soul of an 
AJ Green to create songs about 
cheating men. cheap women 
and dark, illicit passions. 

And it is a style w-hich Raw is 
carries off superbly. He is 
blessed with a rich, caressing 
voice which gives a new edge 
to his strong, self-composed 
tales of marital misdeeds, 
such as Can't Nobody and It's 
All In The Game. He was 
aided by a two-piece brass 
section, which bolstered that 
Southern soul aspect of most 
of his songs. Mind you. when 
he wanted too, Rawls — who 
was bom in Mississippi — 
showed that he was no mean 
guitar picker, with effective 
choppy and staccato guitar 
runs on numbers such as I 
Don't Want No Woman Tyin' 
Me Down. 

But with the appearance of 
Deitra Farr, wearing what 


BLUES 


iohnnyRawteV: 
and DeitraFaiT 

appeared to be her Sunday 
best froek and hat, we were 
back to a musical battle of the 
sexes. Although her normally 
strong voice was diminished 
by a cold, she was able to give 
as good as she got as she and 
Rawls performed a couple of 
knockabout duets that 
brought back memories of 
Otis Redding and Carla 
Thomas's Tramp. 

The fast tempo I Refuse to 
Lose came with a plea to ihe 
"ladies in the house" of which, 
to be honest rhere weren't that 
many, while This l Know To 
Be True had a jaunty, almost^ 
reggae-iype backing from • 
Rawls and his six-piece band. 
But it was ihe bluesy Rawls- 
penned title track or Fairs 
debut album The Search Is 
Over which justly got the 
biggest audience response for 
this Chicago-based singer. 

It is a brave move by record 
company boss and promoter 
John Steadman to bring over 
artists who don't necessarily 
fit into the mainstream of the 
British blues scene, and one 
for which he deserves our 
thanks. Now all we need to go 
with these tales of steamy 
Southern passion is the appro¬ 
priate weather. 

John Clarke 
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Jazz on a 
Summers 
day and 

night 


The former Police guitarist tells 
David Sinclair why the charts he 
now cares about are musical ones 


T he first that Andy 
Summers knew about 
his participation in 
Purr Daddy's massive 
hit I'll Be Missing You last 
year was when he heard his 
own guitar part playing back 
at him on the radio. The rap 
number was explicitly based 
on the Police’s 1983 song. Every 
Breath You Take, a prominent 
sample of which, had been 
sanctioned by the 
group’s record com¬ 
pany. with the per¬ 
mission of Sting, 
who wrote the song. 

But neither Sum¬ 
mers nor the former 
Police drummer 
Stewart Copeland 
was consulted be¬ 
forehand and, as 
Summers is quick to 
point out. “my gui¬ 
tar is the only thing 
from the original _____ 
recording that you 
can actually hear on the Puff 
Daddy record." 

The guitarist was not great¬ 
ly impressed by Daddy's ef¬ 
fort “Musically, it's very 
corny. I laughed when I heard 
it." he says. And he has carried 
on laughing, all the way to the 
bank. “I'm still waiting for my 
royalties to oome through, but 
it's sold eight million copies, so 
it should be a good year." 

Summers also has plenty of 
other, more artistically satisfy¬ 
ing. reasons to be cheerful. 


C It would 
be nice if 
the Police 
got back 
together 
again 5 


Never a man to let the grass 
grow under his feet, he has 
just released his tend] album 
since the Police lapsed into 
inactivity in 1986. The Last 
Dance Of MrX is a sophisti¬ 
cated collection of jazz stan¬ 
dards. including masterful 
performances of Wayne 
Shorter’s The Three Marias 
and Footprints. Charles 
Mingus's Goodbye Pork Pie 

_ Hat and Thelonius 

Monk's We See. 
combined with 
Summers’s own 
compositions, rang¬ 
ing from the twin¬ 
kling abstractions 
of Strange Earth to 
the more forceful 
fusion of Big Thing. 
Accompanied for 
the most part by 
Tony Levin (bass) 
and Gregg Bis- 

_ sonette (drums), it is 

the first album fea¬ 
turing Summers m a trio 
format since he was with the 
Police. However, one of sev¬ 
eral major differences this 
time around is that there is no 
singing. 

“1 don't want to stand be¬ 
hind a singer and play, chords, 
any more." Summers says. “1 
want to pl^y my instrument 
folly. I want to be a full-on 
improviser and take these 
pieces and see where I can go 
with them. I’m not someone 
who's withdrawn and doesn’t 



“I don’t want to stand behind a singer and play chords any more,’* Andy Summers says. “I want to be a full-on improviser and take pieces and see where 1 can go with them" 


like the spotlight. I fed com¬ 
pletely capable of holding 
centre stage. I thrive on all the 
attention and the aggro." 

Never in danger of becom¬ 
ing a victim of his own success. 
Summers has always main¬ 
tained an aloof sense of cool, 
even at the height of the 
madness that surrounded the 
Police: For one dung, he was 


significantly older than most 
musicians who become pop 
pin-ups. An early Police an¬ 
them may have proclaimed 
that they were Bom in the 
Fifties, but Suritfners was ‘ 
actually bom in I942.foakkfg' 
him older than Mick Jagger. 
He grew up in Bournemouth 
and in his teens moved to 
London, where he played in 


various groups including Zoot 
Money’s Big Roll Band, and 
counted members of the 1960s 
rock aristocracy such as Eric 
Clapton, Jeff Beck and Jimmy 
Page among his peers. But 
after,stints in Soft Machine 
and the New Animals. Sum¬ 
mers toolra four-year sabbati¬ 
cal from'-rock'n'roll to study 
classical guitar at North Ridge 


University in California. He 
had returned to Britain by the 
time punk got under way. and 
Summers is the first to admit 
that when he hooked up with 
Copeland and Sting in 1977 he 
was “overqualified for the gig 
—we all were. But the connec¬ 
tion between us was incredi¬ 
ble. It was the right three guys. 
We were all pretty smart, we 


JIMMY PAGE A 
ROBERT PIANT 

Walking Into Clarksdale 
(Mercury 558 025 £15.99) 

YOU can question the validity, 
the propriety and even the 
sanity of a pair of wrinkled old 
rockers such as Jimmy Page 
and Robert Plant returning to 
the fray with their first collec¬ 
tion of new songs written 
together since Led Zeppelin's 
In Through the Out Door was 
released in 1979. But there is 
no doubting the elegance and 
sheer vitality of Walking Into 
Clarksdale. 

Although famous for their 
srun-gun riffs and chest-beat¬ 
ing blues-rock anthems. Page 
and Plant have always been 
for more resourceful songwrit¬ 
ers than the heavy metal acts 
they inspired. With age has 
come an added poignancy to 
their music, and on slow, 
reflective numbers such as 
Blue Train and the gorgeous 
When / Was a Child. Page’s 
apparently casual approach to 
erecting the instrumental scaf¬ 
folding" combines with Plant's 
girlish way of flirting with a 
melody to produce a dark, 
sensual dynamic. 

At the more brutal end of 
the spectrum, the title track is 
an explosive piece of Viking 



rock'n'roll which finds Page 
batting riffs back and forth 
across a loping beat and Plant 
pouring out a breathlessly 
apocalyptic lyric about meet¬ 
ing “A stranger at the 
crossroads/I believe I've seen 
his face, before". 

The album is very much a 
team effort with all songwrit¬ 
ing credits shared equally 
between Page, Plant bass 
player Charlie Jones and 
drummer Michael Lee, and a 
prominent “recorded and 
mixed by" credit going to sonic 
troublemaker Steve Albini (of 
Nirvana and PJ. Harvey 


NEW POP 
ALBUMS 


fame). But it is Page and Plant 
who bring their distinctive 
touch of majesty to the pro¬ 
ceedings and emerge with the 
lion's share of the glory. 

MASSIVE ATTACK 
Mezzanine 

(Circa/Virgin 7243 8 45603 
£15.99) 

HAS there ever been such an 
obsessively claustrophobic 
and humourless musical 
genre as trip hop? Death 


TOP TEN ALBUMS 


1 (2) Life Thru a Lens....Robbie WBHams (Chrysalis) 

2 (4) Let’s Talk About Love.Celine Dion (Epic) 

3 (1) The Best of....James (Fontana) 

4 (3) Titanic Soundtrack_James Homer (Sony Classical) 

5 (6) Ray of Light.....Madonna (Maverick) 

8 (7) Urban Hymns.........Verve (Hut) 

7 (5) This is Hardcore...---Pulp (Island) 

8 (15) In My Life.George Martin (Echo) 

9 (11) All Saints...All Saints (London) 

10 (9) Left of the Middle.-.-.Natalie Imbruglla (RCA) 
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metal. Gothic rock, even 
gangsta rap all find room , for 
elements of burlesque and 
black ijony within their grim 
worldviews, while even the 
most moribund grunge acts 
were propelled by a certain 
core energy. 

But no .trace of levity or 
warmth is permitted to enter 
the paranoid fantasy world of 
Massive Attack, foe Bristolian 
originators of trip hop and still 
its most credible purveyors, 
listening to the dark, linear 
grooves on Mezzanine, the 
group's third album, is like 
wandering through a tunnel 
filled with ghostly, echoing 
voices and some grimy crea¬ 
ture buzzing in foe murk 
behind you. 

It has become critical ortho¬ 
doxy to hail such music as a 
sublime expression of millen¬ 
nial alienation as filtered 
through contemporary DJ cul¬ 
ture, and there is certainly a 
peculiar, stylised genius at 
work on tracks such as Inertia 
Creeps, with its fractured bear 
and haunting North African 
drones. Black Milk — featur¬ 
ing the dislocated voice of 
Elisabeth Fraser tinkling like 
icicles in the wind — and 
Risingson.a magnificent evo¬ 
cation of druggy neurosis. 

But the cumulative effect of 
so much emotionally numb 
absolutism eventually' be¬ 
comes wearying: for all the 
genre's undoubted influence, 
you get the feeling fliat trip 
hop in its pure form is heading 
up a gloomy cul-de-sac. 

BILLIE MYERS. 

Growing, Pains 
(Universal UND 53100 £15.99) 
THE question that springs to 
mind on first hearing Billie 
Myers — currently riding high 
in both Britain and America 
with her single Kiss the Rain 
— is why her, and not Usa 
Loeb or Aimee Mann or any of 
half-a-dozen post-AJanis babes 
with a mild Chrissie Hynde 
fixation? 

The answer is plain to hear 
on Growing, Pains, foe sing¬ 
ers debut album. Blessed wim 
a strong, confident voice and a 
feel for the dynamics of Ameri¬ 
can adult pop. foe former 
insurance clerk from Coventry 
has bolted her straightfor¬ 
ward lyrics on to sturdy ar¬ 
rangements to produce a 
collection of mainstream rela¬ 
tionship songs painted in bold, 
primary emotional colours: “I 
want to die in your arms/ 
That'S my suicide wish". 


Tailored for a market where 
music can never be too literal 
or conventional, this is an 
album not strong on subtlety 
or originality, but stuffed with 
potential hit singles. 

ARAB STRAP 
Philophobia 

(ChemikaJ Underground/ 
Vital CHEM2I £14.99) 

THE title means “fear of 
falling in Jove", and it’s the 
second album by Arab Strap, 
a pair of wasters from Falkirk 
whose other aversion seems to 
be to tunes. Their trick, in¬ 


stead. is to paste the seedy, 
first-person narratives of 
Aidan Moffat, spoken in a 
broad, matter-of-fact, Scottish 
accent over the slow-moving, 
achingly beautiful guitar mo¬ 
tifs of Malcolm Middleton. 

The net effect falls some¬ 
where between foe melan¬ 
choly poise of foe Cowboy 
Junkies and foe poetic charm 
of the Blue Aeroplanes, with a 
hefty dose of gritty, northern 
social realism a la Jarvis 
Cocker thrown in. "Too drunk 
and getting old." Moffat aged 
24, proclaims in The Night 
Before The Funeral, with all 
foe world-weary despair of a 
man for whom adult life still 
beckons. 

David Sinclair 


CDs reviewed ip. The 
Times can be ordered 
from foe Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023498 


had a lot of ego and we could 
play. We saw our chance and 
we went for it" 

The marketing of the Police 
as a pop-rock crossover phe¬ 
nomenon. and the ensuing 
hoopla as they went on to 
become foe biggest group in 
the world, tended to obscure 
their considerable talents as 
individual musicians. 

“I never thought foe greatest 
stuff we played as the Pblice 
ever got caught on record." 
Summers says. "It was always 
live. We always had these 
brilliant soundchecks where 
we would really stretch out; it 
always sounded so much bet¬ 
ter than foe show." 

Even so. by foe time he had 
finished with the Police Sum¬ 
mers had become acutely 
aware of foe limitations of 
rock and found himself itching 
to explore the broader instru¬ 
mental horizons of jazz. His 
love of jazz goes back to his 
earliest days as a music fan 
when he listened in wonder to 
foe guitar playing of Barney 
Kessel. Kenny Burrell and 
Wes Montgomery. 

“Jazz music is a very com¬ 
plex, deep intellectual pur¬ 
suit" he says- “It takes 20 


years of study, at least, to 
really get the language. You 
have to study all the records 
and there's a huge amount of 
literature, and you have to 
play over time with foe kind of 
guys who know it all.” 


s 


ummers’s albums sell 
about 50.000 copies 
each, which is good by 
jazz standards but 
peanuts compared with even a 
modestly successful rack act. 
“My records pay for them¬ 
selves and 1 get a little bit out 
of h, but I wouldn't say I was 
making a living off this," he 
says equably, secure in the 
knowledge that The Very Best 
of Sting and the Police, re¬ 
leased last November, has 
already notched up sales of 
three million. 

"It would be nice if foe Police 
got back together again, for 
many reasons," he says. “I’d 
like to do it but I'm not 
making any calls. It’s Sting 
who’d have to make foe call, 
but 1 don't think he will.” 

• The Andy Summers Trio plays 
Pizza Express. London Wl fOI7J- 
439 8722). from Monday lo Sat¬ 
urday. The Last Dance Of Mr X is 
released by RCA Victor 
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The world 
, wants to 
take a walk 
on the 
wild side 


Cable channels and cinema are 
queueing up to buy British natural history 
programmes, says Louise McElvogue 

W ill cinema-goers pay especially for television in the 
to see the BBC's finest United Stales. When Animals Ac- 
natural history docu- tack, which also found a home on 
mentaries on the big Sky One in this country, won Fox 


W ill cinema-goers pay 
to see the BBC's finest 
natural history docu¬ 
mentaries on the big 
screen? That is the question being 
pondered at the corporation's Nat¬ 
ural History Unit (NHU) *n Bristol, 
where a film version of its most 
expensive production — an eight- 
hour series on the world's oceans 
called The Blue Planet — is under 
consideration. 

The NHU and Anglia's Survival 
series have been pumping out the 
world's best wildlife films for years, 
and British audiences can't seem to 
get enough of them. Now, it seems, 
the rest of the world has caught up, 
making natural history documen¬ 
taries an increasingly valuable 
commodity. 

Demand is coming from a grow¬ 
ing number of documentary cable 
channels, such as Discovery, Ani¬ 
mal Planet and National Geo¬ 
graphic. as well as from television 
stations worldwide. 

Even the mainstream American 
networks ABC. CBS. NBC and Fox. 
operating in the world's most 
competitive television market, are 
scheduling everything from blue- 
chip natural history specials to dip 
shows of animal maulings. known 
in the business as “fang television". 

“There has been an acceptance of 
natural history as mainstream, and 
alongside it come formats which 
are “less high-minded than we 
might like." says Greg Moyer, the 
president of Discovery Commun¬ 
ications Inc and its chief editorial 
and creative officer. “Now it seems 
everyone and his brother is making 
a natural history ‘snuff film." 

Natural history films represent a 
good ratings return on investment. 


especially for television in the 
United States. When Animals At¬ 
tack. which also found a home on 
Sky One in this country- won Fox 
TV 20 per cent of the IS to 49-year- 
old audience for a budget of just 
$500,000 an hour. An hour-long 
drama which could pull similar 
ratings in America would demand 
a budget of at least double that 
amount. 

There is also a long-term return 
on natural history films because of 
the ease with which they play in 
any country and their long shelf- 
life. Unlike dramas or comedies, it 
is not difficult to dub speaking 
roles, there are no contractual 
problems with talent, and the 
subjects do not date. 

A number of recent deals reflect 
the growing demand for these 
documentaries. The BBC’s $600 
million deal with Discovery Com¬ 
munications. which was signed last 
month, is largely driven by 
the valuable library and prod¬ 
uctions of the Natural History 
Unit, which will feed cable chan¬ 
nels owned by the joint venture. 
United News and Media's distribu¬ 
tion arm ITEL sold Discovery a 
huge, 180-hour package of Survival 
programming to launch its Animal 
Planet channel in America last 
year. 

Meanwhile, Fox (a sister com¬ 
pany of this newspaper), which is 
best known in the wildlife business 
as the home of the animal specials 
When Animals Attack , recently 
signed a multi-million dollar deal 
to buy Television New Zealand’s 
prestigious Natural History Unit. 
The library will help to feed the 
National Geographic Channels 
which Fox is helping to launch with 



Face to face with a penguin in Antarctica: wildlife programmes are relatively inexpensive to make, and there seems to be an inexhaustible demand from viewers 


NBC and National Geographic 
Television. 

These cable and satellite chan¬ 
nels, which need many hours of 
documentaries to feed their airtime, 
have been the main pressure on the 
price of wildlife programming. 

Discovery, a privately-held com¬ 
pany based near Washington DC. 
which relied heavily on British and 
Australian documentaries when it 
launched in 1985, could barely 
afford the $1,000 (£625) an hour 
that the BBC charged to licence it to 
US cable. Now Discovery pays an 
average of $100,000 for a BBC 
hour, and in 12 years it has built a 
documentary cable network with 
an annual turnover of $S60 million. 

But now Disooveiy is faring 
significant competition from'Nat¬ 
ional Geographic Television, a 
spin-off of the successful magazine, 
and the American network NBC 
which have joined in National 
Geographic Channels (NGQ. 
NGC has already launched chan¬ 
nels in the United Kingdom, Ire¬ 
land, Australia and Scandinavia. 


Despite ail this television activity, 
the big screen continues to have an 
allure. The Blue Planet — the 
BBC'S definitive series on the 
world's oceans, which will cost 
£7 million — could be released as a 
feature film. 

Mark Reynolds, the business 
manager for the NHU at BBC 
Worldwide, says: “After the success 
of the documentary Microcosmos 
in cinemas last year, we began to 
look at a 90-minute feature film 
version of The Blue Planet. Though 
funding a feature has not been 
approved, the NHU is hoping that 
the spectacular footage from The 
Blue Planet, which is still in 
development, could be used for a 
film release six to nine months 
before the series is first shown’bn 
-television in 2001 ” 

Hollywood is also becoming - 
more interested in the wildlife 
business. Pteter Guber, the former 
chairman of Sony Pictures, estab¬ 
lished Mandalay Media Arts in 
September, which has grand ambi¬ 
tions to produce documentaries 


using high-definition television 
equipment for television, 1MAX 
and feature films. Launched with 
two industry veterans — the under¬ 
water cameraman AJ Giddings, 
who shot many of the scenes in the 
movie Titanic, and the producer 
Barry Clark — Mandalay wants to 
attract film-makers with its top-of- 
th e-line equipment. 


N ational Geographic and 
Discovery have not 
waited for Hollywood 
to come to them, mak¬ 
ing their own inroads into the 
movie business. National Geogr¬ 
aphic'S feature film division has 
announced its first project on the 
life of the lare marine adventurer 
Jacques Cousteau. 'wRitf' the Dis¬ 
covery channel released its first 
feature film. The Leopard Son, m 
1996, with middling results. Dis¬ 
covery has also branched out into 
publishing, new media and even 
retail stores. 

Attracting film-making talent in 
this genre is becoming a difficult 


task. “There is still too much money 
chasing too few film-makers." ac¬ 
cording to Paul Sowerbutts, the 
deputy chief executive of ITEL. He 
says Survival, along with the BBC 
is looking for ways to improve 
training and encourage new talent 
in the field. 

New film-makers must compete 
with the huge demand for the pool 
of talent at the top. This group of 15- 
20 film-makers, including behmd- 
the-camera legends Such as 
Wolfgang Bayer, Alan Root and 
Hugh and Sue Miles, have the 
luxury of making what they want 
when they want 

Finally, the financial rewards for 
such film-makers are also catching 
up. Wolfgang Bayer achieved his 
status not just because of his. 
spectacular film-making history, 
but also because of 'the deal he 
pulled off with Discovery, which 
brought 510 hours of his out-take 
footage for $5 million. 

Some film-makers are concerned 
at the growing violence and 
dumbing-down of. natural history 


films. The veteran producer-direc¬ 
tor Alan Root said at a recent 
industry convention that many 
shows around the world were little 
more than “Baywarch with for". 
There has also been an increase in 
films on “charismatic mega-fauna" 

— big animals such as elephant 
and lion, which draw large 
ratings — and there are few new 
ways to shoot the top subjects, 
which include sharks, zebras and 
monkeys. 

British productions, however, 
continue to experiment with a 
range of innovative natural history' 
films. Though the media mogul 
Ted Turner had to ask the BBC’s 
Sir David Attenborough what on 
earth the plants did for six hours in 
the Private Life of Plants series, he 
still forked out $15 million for one 
third of the budgerof the series In ■ 
1994. 

Similarly, one of the classics of 
the genre remains a Survival 
Anglia feature from Alan Root 
called Castles of Clay. Its subjects 

— termites. 


Will these ads come to the BBC? Vendetta threatens to 

silence a proud voice 

Guatemala’s leading news magazine faces 
closure. Tunku Varadarajan explains why 


T he once heretical idea of 
ads on the BBC has 
reared its head once 
more as a result of the frustra¬ 
tion Britain’s leading advertis¬ 
ers feel with what they regard 
as an over-expensive and in¬ 
transigent ITV. 

The Incorporated Society of 
British Advertisers (ISBA), the 
advertisers’ trade body, has 
lobbied the Government 
through two channels this 
year already. First, there was a 
meeting with Chris Smith, 
Secretary for Culture, Media 
and Sport. Next, a letter from 
the IS BA's director-general 
John Hooper last month to 
Gordon Brown, the Chancel¬ 
lor, floating the idea of the 
Central Office of Information 
being allowed to place some of 
the Government’s own adver¬ 
tising (Army recruitment, and 
drink-drive. Welfare to Work) 
with the corporation. 

It is not a new suggestion, 
but the current debate about 
advertising airtime inflation 
has put the subject back on the 
agenda. Advertiser demand is 
an important cause of this 
inflation. Taking demand out 
of the mix, so the argument 
goes, should help to ease 
inflation. 

The combined television ad¬ 
vertising spend of the COL the 
Health Education Authority 
(Aids and drugs awareness, 
among others) and govern¬ 
ment departments which by¬ 
pass the COl is about £40 
million a year, representing 
just 1.5 per cent of commercial 
television's total revenue of 
£2.6 billion. 

Advocates of such a move, 


DANNY KELLY exudes the 
enthusiasm of a small child 
when talking about his latest 
project Football365. a free, 
daily, online football news¬ 
paper. Naomi Marks writes. 

Kelly, a 40-year-old journal¬ 
ist and broadcaster, half of the 
irreverent Talk Radio duo 
Baker and Kelly, and the 
presenter of Channel 4’s 
Under the Moon, is the 
launch editor of Emap's Total 
Sport. Now he Is staking his 
reputation on the Website, 
which wilt be launched next 
week. Taking advantage of 
the latest technology to feed 


THE LAST TtttNG SHE WANTS TO SEE 
IS MORE SOLDIERS 



And our uniqueness stems 
from the £1.9 billion raised by 
the licence fee. 

Jane Frost, the BBC's head 
of corporate marketing, says: 
“The BBC and the licence 
payer should not suffer for the 
failure of 1TV. We're caught up 
in somebody else’s fight" 

Amid all the lobbying, it 
seems nobody has asked the 
COl what it thinks. “It would 
have been a little more courte¬ 
ous and helpful if 1SBA had 
had a hill discussion with all 
the parties concerned." Peter 
Buchanan, the COI’s director 
of advertising, says pointedly. 
“We could not welcome any¬ 
thing that would make gov¬ 
ernment advertising less 
effective." 


Army recruitment advertising such as this may be accepted for screening by the BBC 

Stefano Hatfield on the impending fall of the last taboo 


H e declines to be drawn 
on the subject, pre¬ 
cisely because the 
COl has not been consulted to 
date. But it is dear the COl 
would resist any attempt to 
fora: it off commercial tele¬ 
vision into single advertiser 
ghetto breaks, even during 
BBC prime time. 

The COl knows it is being 
used as that Trojan Horse. 
What Britain's advertisers, led 
by Procter & Gamble and 
Unilever, really want is a BBC 
that airs their ads. Both the 
BBC and the commercial tele¬ 
vision companies will fight 
any such moves tooth and 
nail. But. suddenly, the idea 
does not seem as heretical as it 
once was. Expect to hear a lot 
more about- pensioners and 
the blind. 

Sufano Hatfield is the editor of 
Campaign. 


including David Cuff, of Ini¬ 
tiative Media, which buys 
airtime for Unilever and 
Peugeot-Citroen among oth¬ 
ers, insist that “every little 
helps". But cynics might sug¬ 
gest the inflation issue is 
simply a means of establish¬ 
ing the principle of advertising 
on the Beeb. 

Which is where the letter To 
Mr Brown comes in. 1SBA has 
hit upon an idea that seems to 
appall to the Government — 
linking a mixed funding for- 

E uia for the corporation with 
e potential for taking disad- 
in raged groups such as pen¬ 
sioners and the blind out of the 
licence equation. 


Cuff claims that four min¬ 
utes of ads per night either 
side of the evening news could 
generate £79 million a year — 
clearly more than the COl has 
to spend. IS BA's director of 
media policy’. Bob Woorton, 
asks how many people could 
be freed from the licence 
burden if the Beeb raised, say. 
£300 million a year. 

Woorron points out that 
there are already public ser¬ 
vice information films on the 
BBC on subjects varying from 
licence fee evasion to fire 
and crime prevention. He 
also argues that there 
are natural programme 
breaks filled by ads (under the 


guise of trailers) for the BBC. 

This sticks in the throat of 
advertisers, who say that 
because of this self-promotion, 
commercial television and the 
BBC do not compete on a level 
playing field. 

They point to the UK's 
unique position among First 
World economies, where foe 
public service broadcaster 
takes almost half of foe tele¬ 
vision audience. This cuts off 
half the potential audience for 
their ads. If the BBC ism 
shackled, then they want ac¬ 
cess to its audience. 

The BBC's stock response is: 
it's our airtime and we have a 
duty to promote our services. 


Internet soccer kicks in 


personalised editions of the 
publication direct to desktops, 
FootbalL365 is the first in a 
series of planned sites under 
the 365 brand. 

Kelly is not the only one 
putting his reputation on the 
Tine. The concept was devel¬ 
oped by David TabizeL an 
Internet expert, Dan Thomp¬ 
son, the founder of Renegade 
Software, and Simon Morris, 
former managing director at 
Chris Evans’s Ginger Produc¬ 


tions, to form Direct Network 
Publishing (DNP). Sky Sports 
anchorman Andy Gray and 
Nick Alexander, the chief 
executive of Pearson New 
Entertainment, are non-exec¬ 
utive directors. 

So far. Kelly says, things 
are looking good. Two 
months after putting a regis¬ 
tration page online, Foot- 
ball365 has registrations in 
more than 90 countries. 
Soccer is. of course. Weal Web 


subject matter. The Net’s user 
profile, chiefly young and 
male, matches foe average 
fan. 

Football365 is ambitious in 
content Kelly says it will be 
packed with original. Net- 
tailored editorial and com¬ 
bine the virtues of a daily 
newspaper (all the football 
news you could want), with 
those of a soccer magazine 
(features and froth refreshed 
every few days), and a good 


local newspaper (detailed in¬ 
formation about the dub of 
your choice). 

Thompson, DNP’s chief ex¬ 
ecutive. expects revenue to 
come from advertising, spons¬ 
orship and a subscription 
service. But the biggest 
money-spinner is expected to 
be in the growing area of “e- 
commerce", or online shop¬ 
ping. Thompson refuses to 
say when he expects Foot- 
ball365 to become profitable, 
but there are already plans for 
rites based on other subjects. 

Foot bat 1365 is at 
mns.footbalI365.co.uk 


I have just returned from Guatemala, 
and I bring bad news. Unlike the 
gruesome days of old. the news is not of 
massacres or civil war. It is this: the 
country’s leading news magazine, CrOnica, 
a proud and perky publication with a 
reputation for cosmopolitan intelligence, is 
about to close, ft is being forced out of 
business by Alvaro Aral, foe country's 
democratically elected President, who is 
determined to punish it for a campaign of 
criticism against him by leaning on advertis¬ 
ers to abandon foe magazine. 

The badness of the news, if truth be told, is 
relative, and illustrates in a perverse way the 
extent to which Guatemala 
has stumbled down the 
path of democracy. Yet 
there is no small amount of 
irony in the case of 
CrOnica. Francisco Perez 
de Anton, foe magazine's 
owner, says: “It used to be 
they killed journalists. 

Now it seems they lull the 
medium." 

There is no doubt that 
the magazine is hostile 
towards Sefior Arzti. Every 
week it carries items that 
find fault with his adminis¬ 
tration, editorials deplore 
his “inefficiencies", col¬ 
umns suggest how he CrOnica: ail 

might do a better job. 

Sefior Anti, however, betraying a thinness 
of skin that sits ill on a newly democratic 
body, has interpreted this criticism as "war". 

The magazine says the President has leant 
on his friends in foe Guatemalan business 
sector and asked them to pull their 
advertisements. Although he denies the 
charge, few in foe country believe him. 
Carlos Morales, the magazine's business 
editor, says: “We used to have 25 full-page 
ads a week. Now we have ten. II. sometimes 
13. It can’t be because we’re a bad place in 
which to advertise. After all, we sell 15,000 



CrOnica: critical situation 


— Sefior Shetemul described the President’s 
“blockade" as a "crime that leaves no 
fingerprints". He wrote: “Ever since Arzti 
took power, he has been determined to 
establish political control over information. 

“ Havin g failed to do so, he has gone in for 
underground warfare ... CrOnica has 
suffered an assault from his termites. 
Nothing has stopped them. Not the constitu¬ 
tion. not the laws, not the most elementary 
decency. His aim is to dose us down. 

"This government-press confrontation is 
not an ideological operation fourj a personal 
obsession |of Senor Arzu]. a phobia." 

The magazine is not waging a lone battle 
however. Leader-writers 
on other Guatemalan 
newspapers, sensing that a 
threat to CrOnica today is a 
potential menace to other 
papers tomorrow, have 
thrown their weight be- 
. hind Sefior Shetemul. On 
March 25. the Internation¬ 
al Federation of Journal¬ 
ists announced that it 
would file a complaint on 
foe magazine's behalf with 
foe UN's Human Rights 
Commission in Geneva. 
On the same day. the Inter- 
American Press Assod- 
rui ^ed Sefior Arzu to 

cal situation use his authority" to stop 

the government pressure 
^ S '- da ys later. Julio Eduardo 
Aranga the national human rights prosecu- 
toe President was “vio- 

nght t0 - free expression by 
prosunsuig prominent news organ- 

^ for “toe rapid 

*] ghl that has be®" 

eovemment mem- 
^‘"8 official advertisements in 
GowmniMKe addition, he criticised foe 
M house 0rder toat none of 
itei officials should ever gram an interview to 
foe magazm^ eut his lxhortatio™ot 


copies a week, more than any other the maSnl° I5 ntan intervievv to 
magazine in Guatemala. The whole thine is leoaiiv 8ut 5“ exportations are not 
political... it is a blockade.- 8 "■&£" d ma on the President. 

Haroldo Shetemul foe Editor, is in no $20.000n%> nm!* 8finom ! hedayatis losing 
doubt that the President is waging a kind of said that ^ owners have 

guerrilla war against CrOnica and scoffs at St'5 SL|_ s not restored 
the Government's assertion that “foe maga- KtaMriSnS 1 * eft ^ lh noch oice but 
ane is going broke because of finanS me T"* 1 of month. If 

mismanagement". In an editorial last an eKffvn£ wil1 ,ose not ^ 

month —run, unusually, on foe front cover 


ii 


modi of its democratic credibiii^f 



































































S uccessful television drama¬ 
tists usually spend their 
formative years sweating 
over endless episodes of 
Brookside or The Bill before being 
offered their own series. Not so Jed 
Mereurio. the enfant terrible of 
television fiction, who in four years 
has emerged as one of Britain’s 
most sought-after screen writers. 

The story of his success is a 
legend in the industry. In 1994 
’ Mereurio was a senior house 
officer at a hospital in the Midlands 
earning about £23.000 a year. His 
only experience of writing for an 
audience was contributing a couple 
of sketches to the medical review. 
"The usual tasteless, pathetic crap.” 
he says. 

Today his workload includes 
writing and producing a bad-taste 
sitcom for ITV, The Grimleys, set in 
1975 and starring Noddy Holder as 
himself; Trauma One. a Channel 4 
series that aspires to be the British 
answer to ER; several feature film 
projects; and a new, six-part sci-fi 
thriller. Invasion Earth, which he 
Jr co-produced. The latter, budgeted 
ai about E6 million, claims mix the 
most ambitious drama ever made 
by BBC Scotland and will be shown 
on BBC1 in early May. 

Mercuries earnings are now 
comfortably in six-figures and ifs 
ail thanks to the success of Cardiac 
Arrest, his mordant warts-and-all 
BBCI medical saga. Like Z Cars 30 
years before. Cardiac Arrest took a 
great British institution and laid 
bare its caring, infallible image. 

In Memu-jo's version or life 
inside a fictional inner-city hospi¬ 
tal. the young medics were sexually 
promiscuous and often medically 
incompetent Inevitably the pro¬ 
gramme. which ran for three series 
before Mereurio fell out with the 
a producer, incurred the wrath of 
“ Virginia Bottomley. the then 
Health Secretary. 

She complained that Cardiac 
Arrest was more akin to a Cany 
On film than an authentic portray¬ 
al of life inside a modem NHS 
establishment But the furore en¬ 
deared the series to the critics and 
an industry that thrives on being 
provocative. In fact Cardiac Arrest 
brought a freshness and frankness 
to the dichfid conventions of the 


After Cardiac Arrest, Jed Mercurio, 
gave up medicine and is now a successful 
scriptwriter. Interview: Steve Clarke 


contemporary television drama se¬ 
ries and helped pave the way for 
last year's cuh hit This Life, also 
made by the independent company • 
Island World, under the supervi¬ 
sion of the veteran drama producer 
Tony Garnett. 

The programme gave Mereurio. 
then in his mid-20s. the confidence 
to discard his stethoscope for good. 
“When I wrote the first series of 
Cardiac Arrest I was an angry 
young man." he says. “But once 
you’ve been to Groucho's a couple 
of times that gets kicked out of 
you." 

This may be. But at the ripe old 
age of 31. Mereurio. whose 
blokeish, down-to- 
earth manner be¬ 
lies all stereotypes 
of the professional 
writer, still prides 
himself on being 
something of an 
outsider in an in¬ 
cestuous world 
where networking 
counts for every¬ 
thing. His family are first-genera¬ 
tion Italian immigrants; Mercu¬ 
ric's father worked as a coal miner 
in Lancashire before moving into 
management When Mereurio isn’t 
working, which is most of the time, 
you can imagine him sprawled out 
on a sofa at his London flat 
watching the football, beer in hand. 

Unlike many television drama¬ 
tists. who regard the box as an 
inferior medium to the theatre, he 
appears to love the small screen. It 
may sound disingenuous, but he 
says he only writes material 
that he and his peer group would 
want to sit down and watch 
themselves. 

“I've got to be enthusiastic about 
an idea as a viewer before I would 
even think about making it" he 
says. "It always comes bade to what 
do I want to watch. Thar's the gap 
that I look for m the TV landscape, f 
learn a lot from watching different 
kinds of TV. You’re always working 


when you're watching, looking at 
camera shots, the denouement rtf a 
story, how a scene is structured. I 
watch a Jot of TV, especially 
American series such as The X- 
Files and ER. There's a slickness 
and a pace to American drama that 
a lot of ours doesn't have. We do a 
lot of detective shows- that are 
intended to be very leisurely. 

“They work very well for their 
audience but I’m not part of that 
audience. Whar Ive learnt is that 
the programmes that I make 
appeal to people like me —15 to 35- 
year-olds who want a bit more 
urgency." Such a direct relation¬ 
ship with his audience may help 
explain Mercur- 
io*s success. In 
any case, he re¬ 
gards himself as 
more than just a 
writer. “I'm a pro¬ 
gramme maker, 
not a writer. I can 
write scripts but I 
think a lot of the 
demarcation lines 
between writing, producing and 
directing are false. In the way thatl 
like to work with directors and 
producers who help me to improve 
my scripts. I think it's perfectly 
okay that I talk to directors about 
how they’re shooting and to pro¬ 
ducers about how they're produc¬ 
ing. 

“I am not telling the director how 
to shoot, ifs just that writers tend to 
be excluded from things. There is a 
danger that if one person writes, 
produces and directs there will be a 
loss of objectivity, but I’ve got no 
intention of being the sole creative 
force in a TV experience." 

He admits that as a young writer 
he still has much to learn but it is 
tempting to interpret Mercurio's 
confidence as arrogance. His self- 
assurance (learnt at medical school, 
perhaps) is remarkable and proba¬ 
bly played a part in the dash with 
Garnett that led to the premature 
end of Cardiac Arrest “It is 


not something that J want 
to comment on," he says of the bust- 
up. “Let’s just say that I’m glad I 
moved on." 

For a writer. Mereurio is unusu¬ 
al in that so far every television 
script he has ever submitted has 
been made. Yet, if he is to 
make genuinely serious money, 
he wifi need to create an interna¬ 
tional best-seller that runs and 
runs. This is clearly the intention 
behind Invasion Earth, a co-pro¬ 
duction with the American Sci-Fi 
Channel. 


hile the plot is inge¬ 
nious in portraying 
two alien communi¬ 
ties at war with one 
another, neither the acting or 
direction is of the same high calibre 
as Cardiac Arrest Much of the 
dialogue is also extremely wooden. 

It is difficult to do a film of this 
kind within television budgets, and 
too many of the special effects recall 
Dr Who at its creakiest. How will 
Mereurio react if the series bombs? 
"Just move on. I Ve got the energy to 
do so. What’s really disappointing 
is something not getting made. I’m 
pleased with Invasion Earth but if 
ifs not to the audience’s taste, then 
ITI learn something from the 
experience. But it wont make me 
dislike the series. 

“I look back at episodes of 
Cardiac Arrest and I think, ‘God, it 
was so crap*. But that was a 
successful TV series. The thing is to 
be professional. I’d never go back to 
being a doctor. I’m so used to the 
life I've got now. And I’m also so far 
out of practice that it would take six 
months to get back to the position 1 
was in when I left That would be 
six months better spent writing a 
screenplay. 

“Neither have I got anything to 
say about the health service. I said 
it all in the first one and a half 
series of Cardiac Arrest I was 
beginning to lose my touch by the 
last series. 1 didn't have the anger 1 
had when I was working as a 
doctor. I am not that concerned 
about NHS issues. It would not be 
appropriate for me to fight that 
battle. There are writers out there 
who are much closer to the subject 
matter than 1 am now." 


Jed Mereurio: “I’ve got to be enthusiastic about an idea as a viewer before I would think of making it" 


the times Friday' aprtt* h iqqr 


* ‘I don’t have the anger 
I had as a doctor’ 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714814481 


MED I A, SALES & MARKETING 


FAX" 

0171 782 7826 


General Manager 

£60,000 + substantial bonus 


PC Direct Marketing 

Borne Counties 


A leading UK Retail Group with an enviable position in home computer sales is poised 
to diversify Into the direct market. 

• THE ROLE is to develop, a business proposition capable of growing sales of branded, 
bespoke PC solutions direct to the consumer, primarily through telesales in addition to retail 

• THE REQUIREMENT is for a dynamic, graduate level marketeer with an in-depth 
knowledge of the PC Direct market. P&L responsibility plus well developed skills in 
product , branding and planning, as well as telesales management, will be necessary. 
Candidates will be self starters with strong team management capabilities. 

Preferred age 28-35. TY7AfK 

Write in confidence, wrth a Curriculum Vitae X mLlcWj XV 

and salary details, quoting reference: T8537. 
to: 


SELECTION 


Tyzack SaECnoN, 8 Hallam Stret, London WIN 6pj. Fax: 0171 631 5317 
E-malb tyrack^ecu'on@acco^ 
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Senior Marketing Manager 

Telecomms/IT c£60,000 package + cah South Coast 

WB, a significant global presence, our client * a matter leading provide, of communlcaiion recprdrng systems sealing the 
rapidly expanding call-centra sector including the bankmg/Bnance; eir-iraffc control, emergency sennees and uWy markets. 

■ Working closely wltb a committed and dynamic senior management team, tire central locus Is on 
M and planning tire medium to long term business ol tire company. Leading . entail 
you will be responsible ter strategic direction, product definition, pricing and mareomms. 

_ « (l, „ lortomer base shifts from end-user to Integrator, you will guide direction and balance between 
^te^Tnce/joInt ventures and trade partnering whilst ensuring maximisation of current martets. 

. Well educated and with a broad depth of exposure to telecomms and IT applications marketing, you will 
have contributed to strategic policy and be from either marketing or business development Exposure to 
either business partnering or the call-centre market would be advantageous. 

Ih _ rewards package is Indicative of itie importance ol the role and there a openly opportunity 

«v- * ^«—— 

please send a brief CV (Including remuneration details) to. 

Z <Z* c* *cgL, ™ ■— 1° ^ 851 ^ T * 0117 

Clay M2GUIRE 


TRADE MARKETING (FMCG) 


Saudi Arabia 

One of the top five consumer products distributors, 
which combines international experience with real knowledge 
of the Saudi Arabian markets, seeks a first class Head of 
Trade Marketing. 

Reporting to the Head of Marketing Operations and 
Services, the prime objective of this new role is i p establish 
and maintain the Company's position as the preferred choice 
of principals as their FMCG distributor. 

This will entail developing long term trade marketing 
and growth strategies for principals 
as well as defining and driving creative 
distributorship marketing strategies 


Ennifimore 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH AND SELECTION 


c.£35K tax free + bonus 

which support the Company's competitive differential advantage. 

Candidates aged 28 to 40, ideally graduates, will have 
several years’ FMCG trade marketing experience, including 
man-management, and will be comfortable working with different 
nationalities and able to demonstrate team leadership skills. 

As well as a tax free salary plus bonus, there is free 
housing, car allowance and annual air lares. 

Please reply with full CV, quoting reference 1209, 
to James Walmsley, Director, Ennismore Partnership Ltd, 
48-50 Mortimer Street, London WIN 7DG, 
lax 0171 436 7677, who is advising on 
this appointment. 
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BUSINESS 

LINK 


BLLCP makes a significant contribution to its dams' success. If you amid do the 
same fisr BLLCP then please contact Mark Scott at Jamieson Scott. 26 Ecdesum Square, 
London SWlV INS, fax 0171 8231536, enutihBLLCP@pnmea.co.tik 

BLLCP IS AN EQUALOPTOKTUNmES EMPLOYER WITH INVESTOR IN PEOPLE RECOGNITION. 


Oamf 4at lu Mop. 


Jamieson | Scott 


Business Link London City Partners (BLLCP) Helps small and medium businesses in Hackney, 
Islington and The City find their route to success. BLLCP, Itself a small Cast- g row in g business 
with n"""* 11 turnover £5m, is a private company established by a partnership of the 

C o rpor a tion of London, Hackney and Islington local authorities, the local TEC, Enterprise 
Agencies, Cha mb ers of Co mm er ce and the DTI. It is part of die national Bos i nese link network. 
To ensure that potential clients both know of the services provided by the Partnership and that 
those services are promoted and delivered to the highest of standards, BLLCP is seeking to 
make two key a p po in tments: 

Business Services Director c. £60,000 

Responsible for leading the business services and marketing functions, from new service development 
through to delivery to a world class standard. Working with an established, successful team across three 
locations, the Business Services Director will be responsible for achieving demandin g performance and 
market penetration targets. Total staff complement circa 65. 

Marketing Manager c. £40,000 

Reporting to the Bu siness Serv ices D irec tor, the Marketing Manager will be responsible for the successful 
implementation of the marketing plan so that it effectively integrates die business services offered 
by cbe Partnership. 

Candidates for both appointments will be experienced hands-on sales/marketing professionals, 
familiar with the needs and culture of smaller service companies. They wgl be knowledgeable 
in bnsinesa to business marketing. The Director will have ran the sales and marketing function 
of a professional services organisation. Both will be dynamic self-starters, with good 
int er personal —a M mnn m ipt im i n„d have st rat egic ability. 
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The last of 
the great 
reporters? 

Magnus Linklater recalls working 
with a legendary investigative journalist 


J im Phelan was an investigative 
reporter of the old school. He 
took on the tough stories, 
explored the dark alleys of the 
Kennedy assassination, looked into 
the mysteries of the Howard Hughes 
empire, challenged gangsters on 
their patches, and once wound up in 
a ditch with a gun pointed at his 
head. Three times nominated for a 
Pulitzer Prize, he died last year, the 
day after he had been handed a 
finished copy of his latest book. The 

Money, co-written with _____ 

Lewis'Chester, the former 
Sunday Times journalist, A 1 

and published in Britain 1 

th k. n *° nlh - repO 

Phelan epitomised a r 

hard-bitten school of in- OHG 

vestigarive journalism 
that nas almost entirely 
disappeared. Once, how- UU1 

ever, it sustained the huge i.— -... 
rirculations of such news- ^* 
papers as the Daily Ex- . 

press under Arthur Chris- CO ( 

tiansen. and The People ___ 
when it was edited by the 
legendary Sam Campbell. These 
days it has been largely replaced by 
chequebook journalism, the relent¬ 
less pursuit of royalty, or the cultivat¬ 
ed art of the leak it is out of fashion, 
derided even. 

Charles Moore, the Editor of the 
Daily Telegraph, commenting last 
year’ on The Guardian expose of 
Jonathan Aitken. observed loftily: “I 
admire much of the work The 
Guardian has done over corruption 
... But there is a higher aspiration 
than exposing corruption ... It is to 
tell people the news, and to interpret 
it in a way they find interesting, 
honest and helpful." 

Phelan would have snorted at that 
For him, exposing corruption or 
dishonesty was the heart of journal¬ 
ism. In the foreword to a book of his 
collected work. Tom Wicker. The 


‘A good 
reporter is 
one who 
doesn’t 
know how 
to quit’ 




New York Times writer, summed him 
up: “Phelan appears to suffer incur¬ 
ably ... from the notion that if 
Americans knew enough about it. 
they wouldn’t tolerate so much 
deception, greed, fraud, graft, theft, 
waste, ineptitude, rape of the public 
interest, and rank injustice, private 
and official." 

like others of his breed, Phelan 
was an obsessive, driven by whal he 
called “the intolerable psychic itch of 
curiosity". He described himself as 
_____ one of the “true 

" compulsives who keep 

[)QCj poking at a stubborn story 

long after their more sen- 
tCr IS ^le colleagues have had 

their quick go at it and 
vVin moved on”. His favourite 

rvil ' J definition of a good re- 

porter was "one who 
L doesn’t know how to 

U(\«j quit. 

11UW I first met him when I 
was one of a trio of 
Lilt Sunday Times reporters 

_ investigating the hoax 

autobiography of Howard 
Hughes in the early 1970s and we 
briefly joined forces with Phelan. He 
arrived in New York wearing a bush- 
jacket and a coonskin cap. He was 
indefatigable in nailing down the 
facts, refusing to take "no" for an 
answer, "door-stepping" his quarry 
ail day if necessary, piecing the 
evidence together like a latter-day 
Philip Marlowe. 

He had a taste for the dramatic. 
Asked why he wore a safari jacket in 
New York, he replied: “’Cos l ain't out 
of the jungle yet" He refused to 
abandon the coonskin cap until the 
job was complete. In this he was a bit 
like the legendary Duncan Webb, 
who investigated the Messina gang 
for The People in the 1950s. and used 
to work behind a bulletproof screen 
that he had built around his desk. 

Like Webb, Phelan preferred to 
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\ Let’s try telling 

them the truth 

Meg Carter reports on the 

k growing fashion for down-to- 

lYv earth television advertising 
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Jim Phelan wearing his trademark coonskin. He described himself a "true compulsive" in pursuit of the truth 
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work alone. But he was given the 
time and resources by such maga¬ 
zines as Saturday Evening Post, Life 
and Look to pursue the "unsolved 
journalistic jigsaw puzzles" that he 
called his trade. He admitted that it 
could be expensive work at times, 
once following a story for five 
months, during which his editor paid 
out more than $20,000 (£12.000) in 
expenses apart from his salary. 

All that money produced just a 
single newspaper story of 2,000 
words which, by Phelan's calcula¬ 
tions. worked out at $17 a word. "I 
learnt early on that most publishers 
and editors prefer stories that can be 
assembled in a day or two with a few 
telephone calls." he said. 

Perhaps it is the cost of investiga¬ 


tive journalism that discourages 
newspapers today, or it may be the 
fear of even more expensive libel 
actions. 

But there must be more to it than 
that The cost is as nothing compared 
to the tails run up chasing snatched 
pictures in the Mediterranean, or the 
chequebook purchase of kiss-and-tell 
stories for the tabloids. As for libel, 
Phelan himsetfsaid that the truth 
was a pretty good insulation against 
expensive actions. "The chilling effect 
of libel suits would be substantially 
reduced if publishers and editors 
budgeted more for producing articles 
and less for lawyers to defend them," 
‘he wrote. 

I do not see many Phelans on the 
scene today. That cannot, surely, be 


because there are no young journal¬ 
ists with his bloodhound instincts. 
And it is certainly not because the 
world is suddenly free of gangsters, 
phoneys, crooks and frauds. Instead, 
I suspect, it is because today’s 
newspapers are keener on the quick- 
fix story and the instant headline 
than they are on the time-consuming 
and ultimately uncertain business of 
digging out ffie truth. 

That is a pity, because the end- 
product is what journalism is all 
about As Phelan himself once wrote: 
"Inquiry is the core of ail reporting. If 
an investigative reporter is one who 
investigates what he writes about 
what do all the others do?" 

•The Money. by James Phelan and Lems 
Chester, is published by Orion (120.00) 


T he garage door opens 
and we see a woman 
enter and deposit boxes 
of old toys and dothes. Fast 
forward to another day and 
the woman once more adds to 
die pile of chitter. The scene is 
repeated a third time before a 
dosing shot reveals her car 
outside. “Nissan Micra — 
built from Durasteel.” the 
commercial observes, “perfect 
for those without a garage." 

The Micra ad. pan of a 
£5 million-plus campaign 
which broke this week, is 
revolutionary in car advertis¬ 
ing. It represents a fresh take 
on late-Nineties* consumer 
tastes and lifestyles. 

A growing number of 
ad agencies now ac¬ 
knowledge they can 
no longer afford to 
just play on our guilt 
or aspirations to sell 
products. Peter 
Bracegirdle, account 
director for Nissan at 
the advertising agen¬ 
cy TBWA Simons 
Palmer, says: “Nine- Li 
ties consumers want 
messages without puffery. 
With the millennium and 
Blair’s focus on ’new honesty*, 
people are no longer interested 
in gloss. They’re less likely to 
be seduced by image than they 
were during the Thatcher 
years " His view is supported 
by a study conducted by ad 
agency RPM3- Consumer opti¬ 
mism collapsed into cynicism 
when the Thatcher bubble 
burst says Rupert Sutton, the 
agency's creative director. 
“People may be a little more 
optimistic under Blair but 
there's still a widespread feel¬ 
ing of having been duped—by 
government by pensions pro¬ 
viders and by advertising." 

Recognition of this came in 
the early Nineties with Tesco’s 
introduction of the copyline 
“Every little helps" and 
Safeways “lightening the 
load" slogan. More recently. 


Procter & Gamble has re¬ 
placed supermodels with real 
women in a number of its ads. 

RPM3 created the current 
“Shopping in the real world" 
campaign for Somerfield and > 
recent down-to-earth cominer- 
rials for the Mitsubishi 
Carisma. “The general mood 
of the public now is practical." 
Sutton believes. “It’s about an 
attitude of mind rather than a 
specific advertising style." 

Others, however, have been 
slow to modify their style. 
Until now. "We want people lo 
look at these ads and say 
That’s me, that's my life’," 
says Guy Moore, the creative 



Light relief: a Micra car ad 

y. director who co-wrote the 

d Nissan campaign with his 

creative partner. Tony Mal- 
d colm. “It's about selling an 

o understanding of what the 

y product is and why it’s rele- 

t vam. rather than selling an 

d unachievable lifestyle.” 

d Nissan Micra posters—also 

i- part of the new campaign — 

n show restless kids in the back 

le seat and a small child peeing £ 

le at the roadside. Those appear- 

r. ing in the ads look ordinary, 

e Art direction was minimal arid 

it the photographic style casual. 

1- “New realism" in advertis- 

y ing. however, is not without its 
> pitfalls. Presenting the product 

at its least glamorous risks the 
n subject being perceived as 

5 downmarket Moore admits, 

e But he adds: “Those' who 

d might have that response to 

e these ads wouldn’t be in the 

r, market for a Micra, anyway." 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714814481 


MEDIA, SALES & MARKETING 


FAX* 

0171 782 7826 


SALES AND MARKETING DIRECTOR 

We *ra a and. pownj new meda production company. Our the hst 
jwr* we hM be* up a strong ponfafto c/Mm dkno. 

Sams indude CDAQM. Happy dak. hornet so. We nm pmM 
senrica in atffcrau, rtMm **J video produaton. 

We tavn created a new. irique opparnmfey for a Safes nd Mu-tang 
Direaof. This key rote woiid be to »nopn: new business, 

mB*e* the projects riweigh or aaensm, Mnoe fettles 
ei Kernfatfon, London. 

.Finn i wan sdei and imtafaf badipound, you wit be ifaie to 
wipe and recommend nfaied andcnea»e sotudant (paddy. at wefl 
b emnaen soneasa cednaSr awpttt repeats wirt ease. 
lUmuecnrionpntfage tart on preriMB experience 
tradt mnrtL Sand dosta n Pear Lee. OT Lid. The Scuta. fl Homan 
Pin. Katatpon, London. W8 4LL 


LKr estatfisned irtematianal repijakin and tan PLC 
Wir sBus. is cumrtf)r loofcng br tarn pfejwsirto meet lie 
Wtawngcrtaia: 

■ Ideafly resident in London 


■ Sense of hunoar 

ffle rate involves negotiation with 

company Diraams aid Presktensonaworiitwiifc basts, fa the rigW 

rantMalts we orote. 

■ Commitment to initial and ongo i ng career 
development 

■ High c o m mis sion or basic + 
commission packages ■ G45K 
expected first year 

m Company car and health ym] 
schemes 


SALES EXECUTIVE - 
(ALUMINIUM PROFILES) 
SALARY + COMM + CAR + MOBILE 

A WELL ESTABLISHED ISO 9002, MNC REQUIRES 
SALES EXECUTIVE FOR MARKETING ALUMINIUM 
PROFILES. 

IF YOU HAVE A PROVEN TRACK RECORD TO 
GENERATE A NEW BUSINESS BUSINESS WITH A 
DEVELOPING COMPANY, AND CAN START 
IMMEDIATELY, THEN FAX YOUR CV. TO: 

MAN INTERTRADE (U-K) LTD,: 01922 745832. 

OR RING ON: 01922 745833. 

THE FINAL INTERVIEW DATE WILL BE THE 
21/22 APRIL 1998 


GRADUATE ENTRY 

We are a major financial sector company undergoing a new 
recruitment drive for management trainees. You will need to 
have at least two years work experience, be hard working, 
resilient and an excellent team player. Successful candidates 
will have unrestricted opportunities to rise to managemenL 
The reward package will reflect the importance this role plays 
in the company. For further information, please telephone: 

GRAIG WEBSTER on 0171 43 6 0259 


SENIOR SALES EXECUTIVE - 
AFFINITY GROUP DEVELOPMENT 

a new direction for a UK market leader 
Southern England/Midlands £30K - £40K + unlimited bonus + lull benefits 


Otr client is recognised as the UK market leader 
in Its particular field wtthin financial services, with a 
reputation earned from its dedication to quality, added 
value, service and product innovation. Supported &y the 
vast resources of its multinational parent company, it 
has ample opportunity to be at the forefront in its drive 
for continuing growth. A toy part of its business 
development strategy is the creation of affinity marketing 
as a new distribution channel. 

Reporting to the Affinity Group Development 
Manager, you Win be responsible for every aspect of 
developing affinity group business ■ maWy by direct 
marketing - and establishing our client as the m^or 
player for its product range. The emphasis will be on 
building productive relationships with a wide range of 
affinity groups, In as short a lime frame as possible. 
This wUl involve Irfgn level consultative sales, working 
with clients to develop tailored campaigns to meet the 
needs of their customers/members. 

Regent Consulting 

EXECUTNESEAROiM) SElttnON DM90N 


Success in this role will be measured by your 
ability to achieve challenging new business targets from 
your first year onwards. You will need to demonstrate a 
good track record in affinity group development although 
not necessarily in financial services. Of ^aduate calibre, 
you win have perfected a professional sales approach 
and will have experience of direct marketing campaigns, 
involving database mailing. An independent self-starter, 
you will relish the freedom which this role provides. 

The package offered which Includes an executive 
car, non-contributory pension, life cover, permanent 
health and private medical insurance, reflects the calibre 
of individual sought and the unlimited bonus ensures 
that performance will be well rewarded. 

Please send full deta&s of your career and 
curom package, quoting Ret. 2718, to Clive Lister, 
Re&mt Consulting, Regent House, 59 Castle Street, 
Reading, Berkshire Rfia. 75N. Tel: 0118 956 0522. 
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Acquisitive International Group 


£50-70,000 + Car and Benefits 


Thames Valley 


One of this ydarViu&sC ctcjting Strategic Marketing opportunities at the heart of a major international PLC as it 
refocuses to identify and attack high potential business segments to achieve market bearing growth. Our Client 
seeks one or more outst an d in g ly talented Strategic Marketeers with rite ability, drive and tenacity to pinpoint and 
grab business opportunities, and then extract every ounce of potential from them. A real chance for a blue chip 
high flyer frustrated in a limiting culture to spread their wings and fly. 

THE POSITION '■. THE CANDIDATE 

• Working with tup management internationally u« analyse and » Exceptionally bright ami able achiever, ideally trained in a 
segment world markers, determining rhe key oppommititt in e[ass j c stab k.' Charismatic leader wirfi powerful analytical and 
chosen fields. '•■'cdnccimial skills 

4 Evaluating and understanding them, leading a emss tiincrional ' * _ C _ . ' .. . . , .. . 


team, Rcciimmcndmg/scliing winning value propositions to 
the board. # . 

Driving through rhe process and negutiatwas lu cryrolJisc rite 
win, whether hy mobilising existing resources ur tfmnigli JV or 
acquisition. c*'-. 

Real chance I'nr early move into P&L responsibility within a 
high potential growth business. 


Energetic, independent claampiun of ideas with proven 
judgement. Influential and penutawe team player. 

Tested in a .demanding, dynamic nine Chip international 
environment, probably experienced in European and Far 
Eisterti-fnariccxi. Demi.uHtrjblc record in growing a business. 
Put^Oalitr. atwbinim awl drive pwicquistc.Top school MBA 
Ilf time with leading strategic consultancy an advantage. 


Please reply in writing quoting reference number L439, enclosing a copy of your CV 
and giving full salary details to the address below: 


International 
Executive Search 
Selection. 




HANOVER FOX 

INTERNATIONAL 


Hanover Fox International, 
48 Wdbcdc St reet, 

London W1M 7HE. 

Tel: 0171 486 7474 
Fax: 0171 486 7451 



HCI (Scotland) Li mit e d is an International Medical Centre 
providing tertiary care to patients primarily from the Middle 
East and North Africa. Due to expansion we have the 
following opportunity: 

UAE Sales & Marketing 
Representative 

Based in the UAE, you will be responsible for the implementation of the 
marketing strategy to ensure the delivery of patient referrals to HCI in line 
with the sales budget Establishing a strong partnership with the medical 
community and creating awareness of our Medical Centre, including the 
arrangement of medical conferences, is fundamental to the rule. 

You must have a sound clinical knowledge obtained through a life Science 
or clinical qualification. Experience in sales promotion is essential; a 
Marketing qualification would be advantageous. Diplomacy, literacy znd 
numeracy an: fundamental. In return, an attractive tax free salary and benefits 
packagers available. 

If you are self reliant, proactive and enjoy taking on a challenge, please send 
yourCV to: 

Alan Rogers, Director of Business 
Development, HCI International Medical ~j 

Centre, Clydebank, Scotland G81 4HX. For "Or 

further information, telephone Alan on ^ 

0141 951 5001. Closing date 1st May 1998. 


London El 9GA 


Designer for the 
Japanese Market 
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copy writers, project manager, 
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The Observer: 
one last throw 
of the dice? 

Jonathan Fenby asks whether our oldest 
Sunday paper can survive another relaunch 


O ver the past five years. The 
Obserwr has had as many 
fresh starts as the rest of the 
Sunday broadsheets put together. 
When I became Editor after the 
Guardian group bought the paper 
from Lonrho in June 1993, J 
naturally proclaimed a new dawn, 
particularly when we were named 
Newspaper of the Year for 1993 by 
H7 tar The Papers Say. Even Paul 
Johnson, arch-critic of The Guard¬ 
ian. had a good word for us. 

Within two years, a new Editor 
was launching what he described 
as the first stage in a fresh 
redevelopment of the paper. Ten 
months on, under its third Editor in 
as many years. The Observer was 
overhauled again, with Hu§;o 
Young, who presided over alt this 
as chairman of the Scott Trust, 
talking of the restoration of old 
glories. 

Now another great leap forward 
is in the making as plans are drawn 
up for another relaunch in Septem¬ 
ber to try to square an ever- 
diminishing circle. For. amid all 
the comings and goings — and all 
the redundancies — there has been 
one constant at Britain's oldest 
Sunday paper sales have gone 
down and down, and, after a 
significant improvement in 1993- 
94, losses have risen to a level not 





Fenby: unhappy union with The Guardian 

too far from those inherited from needs to su 
Lonrho. takes three 

Though Observer journalists national n 
popped open champagne in the recognising 
June sunshine to celebrate their badly holed 
salvation in 1993, plenty of bad acted as if 7 
news awaited the new owners, who to be jerice 
did not seem to know quite how without the 
weak a paper they had paid £27 main nval: 
million for. The long decline under course, own 
Lonrho meanr that sales were they consid 
dropping through the psychology on the job - 
cally important half-million mark, has been roi 
1 vras told to expect 450.000 by Theresulw 

Christmas. a 

In fact the paper never hit that strengths, a 
level while I was Editor, and we lions which 
even managed seven months aver- without am 
aging more than haif-a-million. . 

Then, despite two new Editors and I ’ °f ““ 
two relaunches, circulation not |“i 
only fell through 450,000 but, if you M. non c 
take out cut-price bulk sales, was 
slalomed down to just below Observer tu 
400.000 in February. . Sunday ' w 

The Guardian's successful resis- cwnjj™ F 
tance to the price wars may have The oufl 
shown that it knows what it is 
doing, but this looked like a cbsJ ' 
marriage in which the partners duMont 
needed to keep their distance. TheGuara 
Having been involved in The 
Guardian's Saturday expansion, 1 were down, 
had been wary of the daily “colour- As the sa 

mg" the Sunday paper, believing Theindepe 
that The Observer had to be faUen. .thel 
independently edited, without an sfuu"* 4 - 
Ediior-in-Chief from The Guard- JJ 


need to buy an Observer which was 
taking on more and more of The 
Guardian’s journalists and 
characteristics? 

When we presented dummies of 
the enlarged Saturday Guardian to 
advertising agencies, one slogan we 
had used was The weekend begins 
on Saturday — so why not get your 
weekend paper then?" The message 
seems to have hit home with 
readers: Guardian sales on Satur¬ 
day forged far ahead of those of 77ie 
Observer — sources at the da fly talk 
of gaps of 100.000 or more. 

Not surprising, then, that it is 
time for yet another search for light 
at the end of 77ze Observer tunnel, 
complete with the requisite execu¬ 
tive reshuffle. Not surprising, ei¬ 
ther. the talk of this being a final 
throw of the dice. It even seems that 
some of 77te Guardian’s top brass 
have fallen back on blaming The 
Observer’s plight on factions who, 
apparently, remain loyal to depart¬ 
ed Editors. 

The trouble has always been 
that, though the link-up seemed the 
most natural of unions to many 
outside the two papers, the journal¬ 
ists at both The Guardian and The 
Observer were never soulmates. 

Without The Guardian 's inter¬ 
vention, The Observer would have 
disappeared into the embrace of 
The Independent 
on Sunday. Natu¬ 
rally enough. The 
Guardian felt that 
it was owed a debt 
of gratitude, and 
some of its journal¬ 
ists relished rub¬ 
bing The Obser¬ 
ver"s nose in the 
mud, while blam¬ 
ing their limited 
pay rises on the 
Sunday's losses. 
Fatally, too many 
Observer journal¬ 
ists were still 
caught in feather¬ 
bedding cronyism, 
and had no com- 
- punciion -about 
flaunting an imag¬ 
ined superiority — 
one likened their 
situation to 
Fortnums being 
bought by Tesco. 

And. in * the 
stratosphere of the 
Scott Trust-nobody 
seemed to grasp 
that you cannot re¬ 
build a newspaper 
losing more than 
£10 million a year 
by slashing bud- 
gins to meet a pre¬ 
ordained target 
which bears no link 
with commercial 
reality. 

In such an envi¬ 
ronment, it is hard¬ 
ly surprising that 
The Observer has 
lacked the confi¬ 
dence, time and. 
money which any 
Guardian national news¬ 
paper and its editor 
needs to succeed. It is said that it 
takes three years to turn round a 
national newspaper. Instead of 
recognising that it had acquired a 
badly holed tanker. The Guardian 
acted as if 77ie Observer was a skiff 
to be jerked this way and that, 
without the kind of investment its 
main rivals take for granted. Of 
course, owners get rid of editors 
they consider to have fallen dow n 
on the job — but each bloodletting 
has been followed by higher losses. 
The resulting downward spiral has 
sucked in some of the paper’s real 
strengths, and produced contradic¬ 
tions which alienate some readers, 
without attracting others. 


F or those who put commerdal 
viability above the preserva¬ 
tion of newspaper titles, there 
was a way out A merger of The 
Observer and The independent on 
Sundav would have given the 
combined paper a fighting chance. 

The Guardian said no for fear 
that it would give 77ie Independent 
cash with which to compete on die 
daily front Logical reasoning for 
The Guardian: but a sign of whose 
interests prevailed when the chips 

were down. _ 

As the sales of The Observer and 
The Independent on Sunday have 
fallen, the benefits of merger have 
shrunk, too. Tony O’Reilly may not 
want to inaugurate his ownership 
D r 77ie Independent by going into a 
mer°er as the junior partner. The 
team at The Observer will have 
been given fresh assurances that it 
has the lull confidence of the Scott 
Trust in the latest bid to reach the 
glory goal. The paper did an 
excellent job on the Northern 
Ireland story last weekend, and. 
like Superman, may break tree 
from its chains at last But over the 
past five years, it has built up quite 
alegiuy to escape from. 

m Jonathan Fenby nos Editor o/ITie 
Observer from 1993 to 1995 after haag 
deputy editor o/The Guardian. for.,four 
SHi is ^ Editor rf I* ^ 
China Morning Post. 



I insisted that Mr Young wrote a 
phrase to that effect into the 

announcement of my appointment 
But, after 18 months, the trust 
decided that it wanted to bring the 
two papers closer so that some of 
the daily's magic could rub off on 
the Sunday, or at least so that some 
money could be saved. The irony is 
that, for ail The Guardian 's suc¬ 
cess. the closer its links have grown 
with The Observer, the worse The 
Observer's position has become. 

And there was another factor in 
the relationship. Why should a 
Guardian reader, replete with that 
paper's weekend goodies, feel any 



The moment of victory: Guardian Editor Alan Rusbridger, left and former Editor Peter Preston outside the High Court after the collapse of the Aitken libel case 

Aitken, lies and hypocrisy 


I t is some nine months since, 
the Guardian's defence team 
handed Jonathan Aitken the 
evidence that brought his 
world crashing down about him. 
He was on the verge of putting his 
wife and daughter into the witness 
box on his behalf: his lawyers billed 
it as “ladies* Day". 

An hotel bill and two British 
Airways dockets unearthed by our 
reporters and lawyers revealed that 
the story that Aitken and his ladies 
were conspiring to tell the court 
was, from start to finish, untrue. 
End of trial. 

In the succeeding weeks I met 
several friends of Aitken. few of 
whom expressed surprise at the 
outcome of the triad. They all 
described him as clever, charming, 
amusing and good company. But 
most had a story involving duplici¬ 
ty of some sort, or else a reckless 
urge to gamble. None was really 
shocked. 

I was. Despite all 1 knew about 
Aitken by then. I was still shocked 
that someone should be prepared to 
lie on oath in a court of law, never 
mind involve his family. So. on the 
day the trial collapsed, 1 wrote a 
short letter to Sir Paul Condon, 
Metropolitan Commissioner of 
Police, asking him to look at 
whether an offence had been com¬ 
mitted. While there is still a law of 
perjury, it seems reasonable that 
potential breaches of it should be 
investigated. 

No one at the time seemed to 


Alan Rusbridger, the Editor of The Guardian, replies to 
accusations that his paper hounded a disgraced former minister 


think that this was a remarkable 
step. Stephen Glover — no particu¬ 
lar lover of The Guardian — wrote 
in The Spectator: “If the judge had 
believed the lie (and who could 
blame him if he had?), Mr Aitken 
might cheerfully have taken The 
Guardian for a great deal of money _ 
on this and other charges. He was, 
in effect, trying to defraud the 
newspaper as well as mislead the 
court Why on earth shouldn’t Mr 
Rusbridger ask the DPP to look 
into the matter?" 

But in the intervening months 
the Friends of Aitken have been 
busy spinning away with tales of 
the former minister’s remorse and 
suggesting that the police investiga¬ 
tion is vindictive. 

One old school friend of Aitken *5, 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch, recently 
spread the “true" stoiy of the “silly 
little lie” about the Ritz bill, which 
was apparently that Aitken — 
“exhausted at the end of a Jong day 
and on the brink of his Cabinet 
appointment”—was telephoned by 
The Guardian and unthinkingly 
lied. That spur of the moment 
misjudgment was what sank him. 

It is a nice story, but like so many 
other things connected with Aitken, 
completely untrue. In October 1993 
he was telephoned by a Guardian 
reporter, but declined to speak with 


him, suggesting instead that he put 
his questions in writing. We did. 
He replied — in writing. The 
question of who paid the Ritz bill 
was raised for the first time by The 
Guardian in January 1994 — 
again, in writing. Mr Aitken re¬ 
sponded with a misleading version 

— in writing. He was not promoted 
to the Cabinet until nine months 
later. 

Did Lord Pearson imagine this? 
Or was it suggested to him by Mr 
Aitken? If the latter, does it suggest 

a) a man stricken by remorse 
who has come to terms with 
his Maker (and his wrongdoing); or 

b) a man still thinking coldly 
on his feet and intent on misusing 
die press to spin his way out of 
trouble? 

Whatever. Lord Pearson is — 
along with Paul Johnson and Taki 

— a founder member of the Aitken- 
has-suffered-enough school. That is 
understandable from friends. It is 
more mystifying coming from 
proper grown-up journalists such 
as Magnus Linklater (though he 
reasonably confesses that he is also 
a friend of Aitken’s). In these pages 
last week he accused The Guard¬ 
ian of vindictiveness in “hounding" 
Aitken- 

The argument that journalists 
should smile indulgently at people 


who deliberately lie during the 
course of suing newspapers is an 
odd one to come from a fellow 
journalist. As a former Editor and 
investigative reporter, Magnus 
linklater knows better than most 
that people who sue newspapers 
quite often lie. libel cases thus 
become a kind of game, where the 
plaintiff makes a calculation about 
the respective depth of pockets, 
coolness of nerve — and whether 
the newspaper is going to be able to 
prove the story in the face of the 
plaintiffs lie. It’s a gamble, but it's 
usually worth taking because the 
English libel laws tend to be 
stacked against the defendant 

A itken is far from being 
alone in fighting an ac¬ 
tion he knew was falsely 
based. Perhaps the most 
notorious example is that of 
Aneurin Bevan, Morgan Phillips 
and Richard Crossman, who each 
took a considerable sum off The 
Spectator in 1957 for suggesting 
they had been drunk at a confer¬ 
ence in Venice. Crossman later 
admitted that they had been drunk 
and wrote in his diaries: “It seems 
to me the more 1 reflect on it to have 
been the kind of gamble which no 
one should responsibly have taken, 
even though we did win in the end." 


It is one of the ironies of the 
Aitken business that The Spectator 
— which was so wronged on that 
occasion — should be the magazine 
which now most noisily cheers on 
Aitken and seeks to denigrate The 
Guardian. 

1 have no doubt that Aitken knew 
exactly the gamble he was taking. 
He rejected the opportunity offered 
by The Guardian to walk away 
from the action just before it began. 
Like Crossman. Bevan and Phil¬ 
lips, he gambled: ft was a deliberate 
calculation based on the belief that 
The Guardian and Granada Tele¬ 
vision could not find a way of 
uncovering the He at the heart of his 
case. 

If lying plaintiffs know that, in 
future, they risk being prosecuted 
and even going to jail, then actions 
for libel will stop being played as a 
game and will become a wholly 
different kind of exercise. Result: 
many editors will feel freer to 
publish searching, honest journal¬ 
ism. What on earth is wrong with 
that? 

Since writing the initial letter 1 
have made no contact with the 
police or the Crown Prosecution 
Service (some “hounding"!}- It’s up 
to them whether Aitken is prosecut¬ 
ed. If he’s not, fine. But in that case, 
let's not be hypocritical about it; 
let’s just abolish the law of perjury 
altogether. And let’s encourage 
libel as a lottery in which the more 
convincingly you lie the better your 
chance of winning. 


Foster’s raises beer ads from the dregs 


■ THE UK ad industry worries 
that it has lost the knack of making 
great beer ads. Old lags lament (he 
classic Castlemaine XXXX, John 
Smith's, Heineken, Moisten and 
Carling campaigns, sighing “they 
don’t make them like they used 
to". But is this yet another example 
of the industry’s obsessive 
nostalgia? 

Not if you look at the bemusing 
new Carling ads, nor the appall¬ 
ing recent H Olsten poster cam¬ 
paign, or last year’s dreadful 
Castlemaine work. However, this 
week. Scottish Courage an¬ 
nounced a EI0 million advertising 
investment behind another 1980s 
brand icon, Foster’s, which may 
improve the malaise. 

"like angels crying on your 
tongue" was a classic advertising 
tagline. Foster's “the amber neo- 
tar" used Crocodile Dundee him¬ 
self (Paul Hogan) to portray the 
classic Australian innocent 
abroad. With his corked hat and 
home truths, Hogan mocked the 
urban yuppie world in which he 
was cast adrift. Foster’s in-hand. 

But then Hogan became too big 
a star and the joke began to wear 
thin. Unfortunately, Courage (now 
Scottish Courage) has spent most 
of the 1990s hying to come up with 
an adequate replacement. 

How many people recall the 
Hollywood superstar Burt Lancas¬ 
ter being driven around the Scot¬ 
tish Highlands in the back of .a 
stretched limo? In an excruciating, 
hammy commercial he threw out 
his whisky bottle in favour of a can 
of Foster's. Lancaster nearly threw 
away his reputation in the process. 

Then came the “search far the 
amber nectar*, an advertising 
series spoofing Mad Max. As with 


most such series — with 
the exception of Gold 
Blend — the idea foun¬ 
dered on the lack of a 
big enough budget It 
meant viewers hadn’t 
seen the previous ad 
before the campaign 
moved on, leaving 
them confused. 

If that was bad, in 1996 along 
came “tickle it. you wrigglers". 
This campaign retied on the weird 
humour of its two stars, the 
Australian comedians, Roy and 
HG. Apparently they 
were a huge hit Down [“ 
Under. But they 
flopped here. 

The new ads from 
M&C Saatchi are a 
big improvement, if 
coming from a low 
base. Three ads set in 
France, Italy and Mex¬ 
ico. pastiche foreign 
language films, com¬ 
plete with sub-titles. In 
each, a Foster’s drink¬ 
er steals the show, 
delivering the custom- * 

ary corny Australian - A 
quips — albeit in dif- - .Jm 
ferent languages. :'H| 

It’s a clever strategy. xH 

It says you don’t have .,^2 

to be Australian to sir 3 

drink Foster’s, but you 
can buy into the Aus¬ 
tralian sense of hum¬ 
our. The commercials 
are classics of the Brit¬ 
ish old schooL They 
are beautifully shot, 
and the punning is 
heavy. However, the 

commercials are a lit- - 

tie bit laboured. But Post 



they just might work if Scottish 
Courage is prepared to stick with 
the strategy and spend similar 
amounts next year and the year 
after. 
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Foster’s ads haven’t been the same since Hogan 


The lager market is a 
classic example of a 
sector where consum¬ 
ers drink the advertis¬ 
ing. So, what do they 
drink if the advertising 
keeps changing? As 
with Rover last week, 
the key to resurrecting 
the Foster’s brand is the 
long-term consistency of the 
brand’s marketing activity. 

■ THE interminable Equity dis¬ 
pute with the commercials indus¬ 
try spluttered back 
into life this week 
when the actors’ union 
dared to take on Cilia 
Black. 

Equity wrote to Cilia 
after she agreed to 
provide a voiceover on 
the new Safeway com¬ 
mercials. replacing — 
among others — Mar¬ 
tin Chines, who had 
declined to be the male 
v child’s voice in accor- 

dance with Equity pol- 

f;V. icy- 

Now Cilia has be¬ 
come the best-known 
•rj-J. of eight members who 

rTr v- Equity has suggested 

'f might like to resign 

r ~ their membership. As 

yet, it has received no 
response. 

Graham Hinton, 
the presidem of die 
Institute of Practitio¬ 
ners in Advertising, 
describes the pressure 
Cilia and the others 
have been put under 

- as “outrageous”. 

ogan That’s not surprising 


— Hinton is also the chief execu¬ 
tive of Safeway’s ad agency. Bates 
Dorland. 

■ NEWS that high street retailers 
including Marks & Spencer. Bhs. 
Selfridges and Moss Bros will run 
a joint campaign next month 
encouraging British men to smart¬ 
en up has excited much comment 

The “Dress for Success" cam¬ 
paign is aimed at getting men 
aged 28 to 40 to buy more 
expensive clothes more often. The 
retailers are making polite noises 
about encouraging men to shop 
more like fashion-conscious 
women — buying matching out¬ 
fits. for example. 

This may seem weird to readers 
of papers such The Times, who 
have been reading articles about 
the "peacock male" for years. It 
highlights the chasm between the 
people who write about designer 
fashion, and the ordinary consum¬ 
er dragged around high street and 
shopping malls on Saturday 
afternoon. 

You won’t hear the retailers say 
it, because it’s politically incorrect 
but up to a certain age (I’d quibble 
with 28) men buy clothes as a 
pulling tool. The aim is to target 
the age group above this. Their 
spending power is huge, but 
interest in cknhes dwindles as they 
stop prowling. 

Nevertheless, it is a great 
achievement that rivals such as 
these have got together to agree on 
anything. Wish them well. If they 
can succeed where millions of 
hapless wives and girlfriends have 
failed, it will be a major cultural 
revolution. 

a Stefa no Hatfield is the editor of 
Campaign. 
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EDUCATION 


Anne Lee looks at the skills a good teacher can use in another career 


Want to move on? 


A fter two weeks of 
unremitting gloom 
from the teacher 
unions' conferences, 
those considering entering the 
profession could be forgiven 
for thinking twice. They have 
heard that the bureaucracy is 
enough to provoke industrial 
action, the pay is low and 
stress is rife. 

There are plenty of other 
options — a recent survey 
suggested that most young 
people would prefer to go into 
business. Yet a study of l.000 
sixth-formers showed that 
more than a quarter still rated 
teaching as their most attrac¬ 
tive option. What is it that 
overcomes such negative ste¬ 
reotyping and should continue 
to draw able youngsters into 
the profession? 

Research from Hong Kong 
suggests that it is not a sense of 
altruism that inspires prospec¬ 
tive teachers. The three most 
compelling motives for stu¬ 
dents were that they were 
interested in the work, they 
liked the opportunity for fur¬ 
ther study and saw some job 
stability. 

While it might appear that 
at the momenr money is being 
made available for everything 
but teachers’ pay increases, 
there are other rewards. A 
short-term incentive for stu¬ 
dents is the absence of fees for 
postgraduate training courses, 
while in the long term there is 
the example of those in senior 
positions who began life at the 
front of the classroom. 

We might expect our leading 
educational establishment fig¬ 
ures to have sprung from this 
background. Anthea Milieu, 
the chief executive of the 
Teacher Training Agency, was 
once a geography teacher, 
while Chris Woodhead. the 
Chief Inspector of Schools, 
taught English. Others, such 
as Professor Tim Brighouse. 
now the Chief Education Of¬ 
ficer of Birmingham, have 
used it as a springboard to 
academia. 

But there are prominent 
former teachers in the most 
unlikely walks of life: the pop 
star Sting, the novelist Joanna 
Trollope and Howard Wilkin¬ 
son. the Football Association's 
director of coaching, to name 
but a few. More MPs have 
worked in education than in 
any other single profession, 
but for some prospective 
teachers, the most interesting 
Ggures are likely to be those 
who have moved successfully 
into business. 

Kevin McNeany. for exam¬ 
ple, is chairman of the large 
profitable organisation Nord 
Anglia, which employs 1,200 
people and makes a business 
of education: running and 
inspecting schools in the UK 
and overseas, as well as sup¬ 
plying and training teachers 
and heads. He began working 
life teaching English in a 
secondary modem and moved 
on to a comprehensive. 

Michael Longshaw. the 
troubleshooting director of 
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From playground 
to sportsfield 

Pfafl Revell reports on a novel scheme that seeks to 
give primary schoolchildren a real sporting chance 


J oanna Trollope and Sting left teaching for successful careers, one as a novelist the other as a musician and actor 



Kevin McNeany. left made education his business, while Michael Longshaw used his experience to turn hotels around 


Brocket 


conference 


centre, is a former PE teacher 
who now has 15 years* experi¬ 
ence in turning hotels around 
from receivership. Dr David 
Moore was a physics teacher 
in Worcester and a deputy 
head before becoming chief 
executive of the Association for 
Science Education. — ___ 
a leading profes- 
sional organisation For: 

with more than 
20.000 members tpapV 

and a budget of E2 
million. nnl\ 

There is some '"'Ill) 

evidence to suggest l 

that once teachers 1 

fall into a routine. • 

they fail to work to JOU. 

their full capacity _____ 

and become less 
effective; for some, teaching is 
a lifelong source of satisfac¬ 
tion. for others it is only part of 
the journey. 

Good teachers will have 
transferable skills that can 
lead to another career. They 
will be able to research and 
present data in a comprehensi¬ 
bleway. manage and motivate 
large groups and plan impor¬ 
tant exercises — just think of 
the potential hazards on a 
school skiing trip. 

Heads of department will 
have developed man-manage¬ 
ment skills; they should have 
been involved in recruiting, 
inducting, motivating and dis¬ 
ciplining their staff. They will 


For some, 
teaching is 
only part 
of life’s 
journey 


have had some control over 
budgets, and will have had to 
tackle sickness, lateness and 
absenteeism, as well as paren¬ 
tal complaints. 

The role of the teacher is 
changing. U may be that there 
will be an increasing division 
_____ between becoming 
an IT support ser- 
)ITie vJce 501(1 a guide or 
* tutor, but master- 
np ic ing these changes 
& will only increase a 
r»o rt teachers employ- 
r m 1 ability. Arthur An- 
derson will need to 
■C a recruit its futuristic 
• c l assroom design- 
lCy ers from 

somewhere. 

Deputy heads 
should have learnt the skill of 
advising and guiding their 
headmaster on internal school 
matters, organising large 
school functions, allocating 
staff time and resources and. if 
they manage the timetable of a 
large school, they will have 
mastered complex informa¬ 
tion technology and project 
management skills. 

Head teachers will have 
achieved one of the most 
difficult skill mixes of all They 
will have learnt how to tap the 
skiffs of their non-executive 
directors and keep them in¬ 
formed but not too involved, 
harness the (often competing) 
energies of a senior manage¬ 


ment team, act as the public 
relations ami marketing de¬ 
partment. give interviews at 
the drop of a bat. deal with 
very difficult parents, children 
and situations while remain¬ 
ing utterly charming to die 
catering staff, and managing a 
budget of several million 
pounds. They learn the art of 
delegating everything while 
appearing not to. because 
everyone has to '‘have a word 
with the head". 

There are many paths for 
experienced teachers. Recent¬ 
ly. head teachers of large 
schools have been appointed 
in their thirties, and there will 
be more experienced survivors 
looking for a further career 
move. Some win benefit from 
career planning: the wisest 
ones are realising that lifelong 
learning means retraining. 

In-service training is now 
much more attractive to teach¬ 
ers if it counts towards a 
masters programme. Char¬ 
lotte Rendie-Short has been 
studying an MBA and was 
promotel from foe headship 
of Sunderland High to deputy 
chief executive of the Church 
Schools' Company. “Studying 
with people from business ana 
industry enabled me to bench¬ 
mark my career and compare 
it with hose of other senior 
executives," she says. 

For the past decade com¬ 
mercial companies have been 


trying to recover their agility 
by becoming “teaming organ¬ 
isations". Ever since the philo¬ 
sophical concept of 
“deschooling” was identified, 
teachers have been trying to 
maintain an effective balance 
between control and indepen¬ 
dent learning. What profes¬ 
sion is better equipped to help 
us to become a learning soci¬ 
ety? Experience in teaching 
can be fulfilling in itself; it can 
also be a stepping stone to an 
exciting future. 

• The author is a school governor, 
a former head teacher and 
businesswoman 


P rimary schoolchildren 
across England will 
be involvedm a rash 
of mini sports festivals this 
summer. Co Durham will 
focus on orienteering and 
fitness, Nottingham will 
have a sports day for junior 
schools and West Somerset 
will offer tenyear-dds a 
chance to try four different 
sports. 

So what's new? Well, the 
key difference is that the 
sports administrators will 
have to obtain permission to 
miss their lessons to do so — 
none is over IS. 

The project is tbe work of 
the Youth Sports Trust, a 
charity that aims to promote 
sport in schools. Thousands 
of schools are involved in the 
trusrs TOPS programmes — 
nearly 70.000 teachers have 
been given free framing and 
more than 500.000 individ¬ 
ual pieces of sports kit have 
been donated to schools. 

This summer's festival will 
be the culmination of the 
trust's Tty Link programme, 
which aims to train older 
pupils to run sports pro¬ 
grammes for primary 
schoolchildren. Those who 
wonder whether teenagers 
will be capable or motivated 
enough to cany the pro¬ 
gramme through would be 
weD advised to spend a few 
minutes in the company of 
Sean Ross. 17. who is 
organising a sports chal¬ 
lenge in Brent allowing 200 
children to experience four 
different sports. 

“Sport has declined a lot in 
Brent because erf budget 
cuts." says Sean. “I’d tike to 
help to change than” 

Sean was attending a Top 
link Easter camp • at 
Loughborough University 
along with 215 other young 
people from 72 schools. The 
camp was the first initiative 
of Loughborough’s Institute 
of Youth Sport Tie institute, 
set up this year, aims to fill a 
research gap about chil¬ 
dren's sporting development 
and potential. A full research 


department, including a 
chair of youth sport, is being 
created. 

Traditionally, university* 
departments have focused 
on sports stienoe or adminis¬ 
tration. The new institute 
will straddle both areas, and 
the university may look out¬ 
side the UK to fill the chair— 
possibly to America, where 
sport is more Footed in the 
educational system. 

The trust and institute are 
working to encourage sport¬ 
ing development at grass¬ 
roots level. “This is not just 
talent identification." says 
Sue Campbell, the trust's 
chief executive. “What about 
links between sporting and 
academic ability? Why do so 
many young women drop 
out of sport? What structures 
are needed to support young 
sports people?" 

The Loughborough facili¬ 
ties are bang used to develop 
programmes for young ath¬ 
letes. These will not only 
focus on personal achieve¬ 
ment but will indude dinics 
on leadership and coaching 
skills to ensure that know¬ 
ledge and expertise Sow 
down to dubs and schools. 
Sessions on festival planning 
and sports management ad¬ 
dressed the problems the 
teenagers will face in plan¬ 
ning their events, and top 

marhpg gave master classes 

on the best ways to introduce 
sport to the very young. A 
summer school is expected to 


draw* talented young athletes 
from all over the UK to 
Loughborough. 

The trust and the institute 
have both been funded by 
John Beckwith, a millionaire 
who made his fortune in the 
property boom of the Eight¬ 
ies. He has provided more 
than £1 million annually for 
the trust and £250.000 for the 
institute. 

Beckwith feels participa¬ 
tion in sport creates young 
people who can use then* 
energies for society, not 
against it “Sport has a wider 
influence in social terms. It 
helps young people to realise 
their value to society. 

“1 hope this institute wffl 
help aspiring young athletes 
to reach their foil potential— 
and win more medals for 
Britmn." 

In the lecture halls. Sue 
Campbell was introducing 
the budding administrators 
to sports bureaucracy. 
“Who’s the Minister for 
Sport?” A forest of hands 
proclaimed Tony Banks’s 
suooess in establishing a 
persona recognised by 
young people. 

As they streamed out into 
the sunshine, bright-eyed 
and raring to go. ambitions 
were discussed. Many want¬ 
ed to go on to compete, for 
their country if possible. One 
girl was down to earth. “I 
haven’t got the natural talent 
to do that,” she said. “But I 
want to make a difference." 







Net result the sports leadership camp at Loughborough 


An inspector calls 


F or nine months I have 
been an Ofeted hus¬ 
band, one element of a 
menage d trois and I was 
definitely in third place. 

My wife, a teacher at an 
Outer London junior school, 
first mentioned Ofsted several 
years ago. I took a mild 
interest, said things like 
“Ummmm?" and “Really?" 
and thought little more of it 
This was cerebral education 
stuff, way out of my league 
and. anyway, what had she to 
worry about a thorough pro¬ 
fessional working in a highly 
regarded school? In the ver¬ 
nacular of the playground: no 
problema 

But slowfy. insidiously, 
Ofsted crept into our home. 
The name would crop up 
regularly enough to be no¬ 
ticed. She would mention 
Ofsted as frequently as she 
would a friend, or an enemy. 
The phrase “inspection within 
four years" also became no¬ 
ticeable in conversation. to- 
aether with the stage- 
whispered comment as books 
were stacked with a thankful 
sigh on the breakfast room 
table at the end of an eve¬ 
ning’s marking, “And just 
wait until we know we're 
going to be ‘Ofeteded’ 

For Ofsteded read grilled, 
masted, tortured, quartered, 
sacrificed, beamed down from 
the Enterprise with no beam- 
up facility. . . 

In my naivety. I thought 
mis Initial stage would be the 
worst part that the reality, if 
and when it ever dawned, 
would be far less intimidat¬ 
ing Educational pragmatism 
and common sense would 


It is not just inside the classroom 
that tension over Ofsted builds up 
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come into sharp focus. Not a 
bit of it; things got worse. 

Suddenly last summer tbe 
threat scenario shifted and we 
moved towards a hot wan the 
headmaster announced Q- 
Day. He told everyone veiy 
calmly what was expected and 
what (he Ofsted inspectors 
would be looking for. Basical¬ 
ly, because he had confidence 
in his staff and his school’s 
achievements, he knew there 
was nothing to fear. 

Or was there? From that 
moment. 1 began to suffer fall¬ 
out from my wife's POT (pre- 
Ofeted tension). If Saddam 
Hussein knew of it he might 
harness it as the mother of all 
weapons. 

Ofsted had moved in with 
us. 

At first, it was not too bad; it 


just dominated conversation 
for a week. But as the 
countdown began in earnest 
its presence grew ever larger 
and my already hardworking 
wife worked all the harder in 
those final weeks, now known 
as “Before Ofsted". 

T here were changes at 
home. Mealtimes tend¬ 
ed to become flexible 
because the breakfast-room 
table, often used for evening 
meals, was now in almost 
constant use as a desk. We 
would eat frozen meals ab¬ 
surdly formally on the pol¬ 
ished dining-room table or. 
totally against our normal 
principles, on trays watching 
tbe television. That was how 
far Ofsted had dragged us 
down. 


Evening after evening. Sun¬ 
day after Sunday, saw maxi¬ 
mum effort achieved as my 
wife concentrated on work. 
Ofsted was all-pervading 
even the cat seemed aware of 
it bo* paws more purposeful¬ 
ly damped to her ears. 

Over mailers marital 1 will 
draw a discreet veil, save to 
say that I did wonder at one 
time whether 1 could rite 
Ofsted in the divorce court as 
“the guflty party". I would just 
need to ensure that the judge 
was married to a teacher; the 
result would be a foregone 
conclusion and I felt certain I 
would be given custody of the 
breakfast-room table- 

At last came the testing time 
of Ofsted week. Would this be 
four days of unbearable ten¬ 
sion, terror, tears and tan¬ 
trums? And that was just for 
me. 

In fact, it all went very wefl. 
There was some criticism by 
die inspectors, of course, but 
plenty of praise, appreciation 
and understanding. By 5pm 
on the last day. the taiHights 
of their cars had faded into the 
gathering dusk. 

In our home that night the 
breakfast table was dear of 
exercise books and. in celebra¬ 
tion. once more used for 
supper. The cat stretched and 
left her paws on the ground, 
and we returned to a manage 
d deux. K was midnight, it 
was all over. No question of 
citing Ofsted now. I thought. 

Then, as my wife turned out 
the light, she said thoughtful¬ 
ly: “You know, they just could 
be back in two years.. 

Stuart Birch 


T oday The Times offers every reader 
the chance to enjoy a FREE tennis 
session at one of more than 70 
independent chibs across the country. 
The offer, which entitles you and a 
partner to FREE use of a tennis court 
for up to an hour, could Save you as 
much as £15 and is valid until Saturday 
May 30,1998. A full list of participating 
clubs, many normally open only to 
members, appeared on Monday. 

HOW TO APPLY 
Book your session in advance and 
attach three differently numbered 
tokens from The Times, plus the token 
in this Sunday’s Style section of The 
Sunday Times , to the voucher to be 
published again tomorrow. Present the 
voucher and tokens at the club of your 
choice on the day of your visit 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 1 Your free wisft must bs 
booked in advance by telephone directly with one of 
the participating dubs quoting The Times offer.'2 Each 
voucher is only valid for two people making one free 
visit 8 No photocopies of tokens or vouchers will be 
accepted. 4 The offer is vaKd until Saturday May 30, 
1998, and fe subject to availably. 5 The offer cannot 
be used In conjunction with any other offer and entities 
you to one visit to the dub only. 6 Check at the time of 
_ booking exactly what 

[THE*a»wra«sj 

SeDCCTEKIlhil! may vay in duration, 
j rtf BE I CI WWl Doubles may be 

i TOKEN S' I available a the dub's 

| -- discretion. 


URMM6HMH Moorpooi TC 0121-425 
1141. CORBY Corby S & L TC 01536 
743232. COVENTRY Warwickshire 
Racquets and Health Club 01203 306600 
FEUXST0WE Feflxstowe LTC 01394 
271313. HAVBWai Havertifil LTC 01440 
763771. HENL£Y-Ut4RDB| Hentey-in- 
Anfen TC 01564 792837. IPSWICH 
Ipswich Sports GWj 01473 251 1 43. 
LUTON VauxhaH Recreation Ckib 01582 
418860. NEWMARKET Newmarket LTC 
Ud 01638 718272. NORTHAMPTON 
Northampton County LTC 01604 408605. 
NORWICH Norwich Sport Village Hotel 
01603 788912. NUNEATON Nuneaton 
LTC 01203 329668. OXFORD North 
Oxford LTC 01865 515070. SOLIHULL 
Norman Breen Sports Centre 0121-705 
4474. STOWMARXET Stowmarket LTC 
01449 612105. WALUNSFOlffl Port 
Culls LTC 01491 835044. 
WBUNGBOflOUBH Weffln^xwhrali LTC 
01933 224563. W00DBMDK 
WoocttifWge LTC 01394 382531 

BAMW^FURNESS west Mount law 
Tennis & Bowing Club 01229 471300 
BACXPQOL South Shore LTC 01253 
761883. BRADFORD Heaton Terefe & 


Squash Club 01274 541508. BURNLEY 
BunUey LTC 01282 429453. CARLISLE 
Cavendish TC 01228 561046. GOOLE 
GooteTC 01405 766721. 

HUDDERSFIELD Huddersfield Lawn 
Tends & Squash Dub 01484 422541 
MIDDLESBROUGH Tennis World 01642 
322388- NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
Northumbertand LTC 0191 281 5858. 
NORTH SHIELDS CuBercoats LTC 0191- 
?l® msk,bk OnnsHilc TC 01695 

Sr??" Ripon TC 0176 5 606086. 

SEASCALE Seas cafe (Wmdscale) TC 
0194B 725380. SHEFFIELD HaflLshirB 
Tons & Squash Chib Ql 14 266 2153 
SOUTH SHIELDS Westoe LTC 0191-536 

rem 'SSS?® PttmB Swtatand 


uuiuiix Puget Watson Tennis School 
01382 562321. DUNFHttJUItt 




3331292. P0Sl£SPeebte[SQ172l 
01835822155. ^ efcLTC 

LTC «lawn Tennis Chi) 

TC =: Tennfc CMVCentre 
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J The Leeds MBA /qN 
Programmes 

The MBA programmes are all accredited by the Association of MBAs, 
The internationally recognised sign of high quality assurance. 

The accredited one-year Full-time MSA programme starts next 
in September. In addition to the generic MBA you can major in 
Finance, International Business or in Marketing. This is a strong 
international MBA programme with participants from the UK and 
some 25 other countries. A good first degree and a minimum of two 
years relevant work experience is normally required. 

The accredited Executive MBA and Evening MBA programmes 
provide middle and senior managers with the opportunity of part-time 
study to suit busy business schedules. These MBAs bring together 
managers from a variety of backgrounds helping form valuable 
networks links. The Executive MBA starts next in April and October. 
The Evening MBA programme starts next in September. 

For further information please contact The MBA Office, Leeds University 
Business School. 11 Blenheim Terrace, Leeds LS2 am Telephone 0113 233 261ft 
fax 0113 233 4355, 

email MBAEnq6lubs.teedsac.uk , 

Promoting excellence in teaching, 
learning and research 



0191 487 1422 

Durham is one of the few Business Schools to offer three, internaltonaHy- 
regarded, AM BA accredited MBA study options - Full-Time, Part-Time 
and Distance Learning - all designed to extend your knowledge and 
develop your management skills. These highly flexible options give 
even the busiest of managers a real opportunity to improve their career 
potential. So if you're ambitious enough to 
become one of the world's best managers, 
phone today for the brochure of your choice. 
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BUSINESS SCHOOL 
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Test drive the International 
MBA with a Difference 

Call today lor a prospectus and the opportunity to visit a class, mast currant students and 
see how you: career con to enhanced. Horen University JJSA :n London is situated r 
ir.e heart of Kensington and otters recent graduates ’.vo>: assessment ana -OQuiar 
acceptance paths in its MBA. When you call cur Admissions O'licc cti; as cut 
Our unifjue AitiPassacor Frcgran; 


Cor.csrtrations in: Enircpreneu.'Ship. 
XI r^arkeliito. f.tiS. anil Global 
Financial Inslitutiens i Markets 

; - Many years o! experience in business 
11 ecu cation 

- Small Claeses lor active learning and 
individual attention 


h -nti-tevei netwarhing opportun.tios 

■V.ui’i-cntfLTu 1 . int-jrr-atiporil stun; 
anvironmeiit 

US and European accredited, degrees 

Starting dates in September. January 
i Moy 


Huron University USA in London 
Otlice ot Admissions 
53 Princes Cole - Exhibition Hood 
London SW7 2PG-UK 

Telephone 0171 -534 9696/581 4399 
Fax 0171-539 9406 
E-mail Admissions':huron.ac.uk 
Web site WWW.tiuron.ac.uk 



UNIVERSITY 


Earn a truly 
International MBA at 
The American College 
in London 

with campuses In Atlanta, Los Angeles, and DubsL 

• Earn your MBA, ki lour terms 

• Day, evening, or weekend desses 

• Study on a,campus representing HO countries 

• Complete your degree in London, Atlanta. Los Angelas or Dubai 
w U.S. accreditation 

The American College's cutturafly dhiarse 
campus is the perfect place to focus on 
International business, one of the fastest growing 
business segments. Bachelor ot Business 
Administration degree also avaiable. 

The American College in London 

110 Merylebone High Street, London W1M 3D8 
Tel. (+44 171) 488-1772 (Outside the UK) 

( 0800 ) 100-777 (m the UK) 
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SCHOLARSHIPS 


DEVONSHIRE HOUSE 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

THE SALISBURY SCHOLARSHIP 

Applicants are invited for this special scholarship 
which is hxa pupa entering the School alllor 12: 
applicants must have been bom between 
1st September. 1985 and 31 st August. 1987. 

The examination far the scholarship will be held on 
14th May. 1998. 

For further Information and an application farm, pleas® 
contact the Admissions' Secretary. Devonshire Horae 
School. 69 Fitriohn's Avenue. Hampstead. London 

NW3 6PB. Tel: 0171-435 1918. ^ 


The BATH MBA * Hard currency around the world 


OVER 20 YEARS' EXPERIENCE IN UBA PROVISION • ESTABLISHED, INTERNATIONALLY RESPECTED MANAGEMENT SCHOOL ■ A HIGHLY RANKED UNIVERSITY'. 


From ihi« exceptional academic environment c o me* an 
exceptional business qualification: the Bath MSA. 

The University of Balh School of Management « one of 
only five British MBA Schools to receive top Funding 
Council ratings fur both teaching and research- So you can 
be sure of excellent reaching, programme contenc 
and academic support. 


Ail 3 variants of the Bath MBA. FU LL-TIME, ftx:-t-44 fO| 1225826473 

■EX ECUTI VE and MODULAR, arc accredited by the FM fl- wta-hfaia inM,^, t^h y 1lt 
Assocumonaf MBAs. 

For full details, including our regular Open 

Days/Evenings, contact us quoting ReCTOSS. School of Management. Dept. TIOB. Univeruiy of Bath. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1285 83BI58(F/T>. 8262! it EX EC). Oarnton Dm Bath BA2 7AY. 

323871(MOD) 

Advancing Learning and Knowledge in Association with Business and Industry. 


UNIVERSITY OF 

BATH 


SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT 


at Kings 
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Develop yourself dirough Kingston’s well established, AM BA 
accredited programme, rated "Excellent" for teaching 

A flexible programme over 2 years, for professional managers who want 
to combine study with their busy work schedules. 

■ OPEN LEARNING - intensive tuition one weekend per month, 
commences September and February . 

Mi EVENING - weekly attendance, commences September. 

You are welcome to find out more at our next 

Open Evening 

23rd April 1998 
6.30pm - 8.00pm 

Please telephone the MBA office on 
0181 547 7120 fox 0181 547 7452 
e-mail mbafgklngitonacuk 
web http^/www.ldngstx>njac.uk/mba/ 

*J N G S T 0 N 

UNIVERSITY 


THE BRADFORD MBA 


Today's managers are pulled 
in such diverse directions, a 
flexible mode of study is 
essential. That’s why, at 
Bradford, we'll produce a 
programme that’s tailored to 
your needs. Full-time, evening 
and open learning options 
give you the freedom to 
learn at your pace, not ours, 
with course lengths of 1 to 
6 years. And in addition to 
studying the integrative 
core, you will choose the 


6 most relevant electives from 
a range of over 30, to ensure 
your MBA complements your 
chosen career path. So. for 
a more flexible MBA, talk to 
Bradford. After all, why study 
an MBA that hasn't studied 
you? For further information 
call +44 (0)1274 234373 
(full-time and open learning) 
or +44 (0)1274 234374 
(evening). 


THE BRADFORD MBA 


f OPEN DAY \ 

(Svtfmttay 9 Mav) 


IT'S FLEXIBLE, 

SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE. 


The University of Bradford Management Centre, Emm Lane, Bradford BD9 4JL, 
West Yorkshire, UK. Rue +44 (0)1274 232311. http/ZAi^bradj^ 
email: GJ-LBarbourtebradforri^coik 



UNIVERSITY 

OF SOUTHERN EUROPE 

MONACO 

Loaded In the heart of Monte-Carlo’s 
blotting FootwieUte business district, 
CLSJS. offers a wide range of under¬ 
graduate and graduate programs and 
enjoys a world-wide reputation for aca¬ 
demic excellence. 

Call as today and find oat why students 
from 38 different nationalities hove 
chosen the Udrersity of Southern 
Europe - Monaco for their business 
stu dies.. . 


Call Ms Grisd Dwngaanl 
Td.: + 377 92 057 057 
Fas 4-377 92 0S2 830 
c-malb w BBimnrv mr 
Slade Loots D - 2, Avenue Prince 
BtrfdUatn Albert MC 9M00 Monac 


Graduate 


✓ MBA - Master of Buxines* 
Administ ra tion (1 year) 

✓ Executive MBA (2 years) 

✓ International MBA (1 year) 

/ Master in Financial Management 
with the SAA of the University of 
Torino, ludy and the Leonard N. 
Stem Business School, New York 
University, USA (1 year) 

✓ PhD with the CJLR.M. of dm 
University of Aix Marseille HI. 
France (4 year*) 



T 

A high quality modular MBA 

1 

H | 
E 

from one of the country's 
leading Universities. 

S 

O 

FULL OR PART-TIME 

u 

a...aSdemicalfy rigajrous and 
orientated towards th ^ needs 

T 

H 

A 

of the^ractitioner.ff^ 

^ LftuzX ^ 

M 

M 

P 

For mare infoanation about tins or one 
of the school's eight other Mastere 

T 

programmes, telephone (01703) 595352 

O 

N 

or Write to: 

School of Management 
(Marketing Unit) 

M 

University of Southampton 
Southampton S0171BJ 

E 

mam University 

A 

iTN of Southampton 


Thinking of doing an MBA? 

Then visit the 

m MBA FAIR 



SUMMER COURSES ABROAD! 


mutcE* 


Pott ‘A ■ LEVEL CANDIDATES AfOGAP 

"CASTING fltOM 2 WEEKS TO 12 WEEKS 
ENROL NOW FOP JUHE tlND JULY 

CKS International ^ni7i\R7R^55Q 

CP Language Schools (0171) 878 35W 


v * * 

Vi * 

m 


The University of Reading 


The Management Unit 


OPEN LEARNING FAST TRACK MBA 

22 MONTH PROGRAMME FOR BUSY MANAGERS 

The Univarsity of Readme Open teeming MBA has been speesafly designed for experienced 
qualified managers. Subject to meeting our admission criteria, you wfll be exempt from the 
18 month Diploma Pr og r am me and sBglbfa for our 22 month MBA. 

The P rogr a mme* offer: 

a RazibiHty * Work related assignments » Monthly practical workshops 

• Full tutorial support • Updatable modules • Continuous assessment 

• Frequent start dates throughout the year 
Other Programmes indude: 

* Certificate and Diploma in Management * 3 & 5 month MBA modules. ^ 

Why not attend one of our FREE introductory workshops? 

For metadatas*, plan s contact 

The M ana gasneot Unit. The Uohmnity of Reading, BuSdtog 22, London Rood, 

Reading SGI SAQ. Tat 01183318180 (24 ffcgJL fax: 01189316539. 
aifaft Mgt- Um tfr amSnga c. uk URLhttp$*twwjdg*cJdi&KsT 


r # v 


Luton Business School 

Masters Programmes 

commencing April 1998 


WEEKEND MANAGEMENT SCHOOL 
Friday e v en in g * end Saturdays approodmatUy 
anceaimndi 

■ Executive MBA 

• Diploma in Management Studies (PgO^>y 
HA Management Studies 

■ MSc Change Man agem e n t 

■ MSc Coosuftaacy 

■ MSc Entrepreneurship and 
Burine** M anag ement 

■ MScTowtan M an a g e m ent 

• MSc Ma nag e m e nt ofTe ci wology 

■ M5c M ar ketin g Management 

• MSc Ktanan Resource Management 

BLOCK DELIVERY 

Five blocks of three day* over ID months 

• KSe Human Reaemea Management and 
specialist p a thway* in HRM: 

Reword Manogement 4 : Human Resource 
P t. i ifopilM8T * ; Hbman Hamuea Mmko i ofagfert 
bttcmactanal HRM* 


For further information and details of 
open ev uning s please contact the 
Course Administrator, Putceridge Buy 
Hltdiln Road, Luton, B e d for ds hire LU2 8LE 
Telephone 01582 48255S 


MONDAY 11TH MAY 
4.00PM - 8.30PM 
IN CENTRAL LONDON 

Leading British and- continental 
European business schools will be 
represented at the Association of MBA's 
accredited MBA Fair. You will be able to 
discuss your career plans with the 
schools and collect information on over 
80 full time, part-time and distance 
learning MBA courses. 

Sponsored by NafWest bank. 

ADMISSION IS FREE - 

BUT BY PRE-REGISTRATION ONLY 

For further details and to register call the 
NafWest registration service free on, 

Tel: 0800 854 369 

8.00am - 8.00pm Monday - Friday, 
or 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 


THE MBA CENTER 

THE SPEQAUSIS IN TEST PRERUVOJON 


GMAT - TOEFL 


■fest preparation courses & Admissions counseling 
For further i nformeti io n coil 0171 837 3779 


Oar Free Presentation Series continues with: 
How to Approach the GMAT - 
Wed 22 April 

How to Write Effective Admissions Essays - 
Wed 29 April 

(All presentation* begin at 7.00pm) 


The MBA Center a 4 Britannia St. London WC1X 9JD 
Fax: 0171 B37 8440 • ejrafcmbg.cantaEwrgin.net 
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CRICKET 

Buchanan’s record 
points to more 
Middlesex success 



Clarice has made a successful switch from running in tries to running a dub. Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


Clarke’s ambition undimmed 

Christopher Irvine on an injury that 
closed one door but opened another 


RAIN, sleet, snow, gusting 
winds and temperatures only 
slightly higher than Michael 
Atherton's batting average in 
the West Indies: the cricket 
season begins today in time- 
honoured fashion, with the 
weathermen predicting that 
the slate-coloured skies are not 
ready to shift If there is a 
significant amount of play in 
any of the eight championship 
matches that start this morn¬ 
ing, people can consider them¬ 
selves lucky. Brrr! 

Should the ghastly weather 
relent the most alluring game 
in prospect is at Canterbury 
between Kent, the runners-up 
last year, and Middlesex, who 
can always be relied upon to 
play proper cricket Now that 
John Buchanan has joined 
them as coach for this year, 
and possibly next season as 
well, depending on how the 
arrangement suits both par¬ 
ties. they are not likely to be 
any less competitive. 

Buchanan, the latest count) 
coach to be recruited from 
Australia, led Queensland to 
their first Sheffield Shield title 
in 1994-95. amid much manly 
blubbing, and emulated the 
feat last year. Two weeks into 
his new job he is sufficiently 
well-regarded in the Middle¬ 
sex dressing-room for Angus 
Fraser to say: “It feels like an 
international set-up at county 
level." 

Already, one gathers. Bu¬ 
chanan is starting to shake 
things up. although there is 
surely less to shake up at 
Middlesex, a club that is used 
to winning things or coming 
close, than at some other 
places. For all the spring talk 
of Warwickshire and Surrey 
dividing the prizes between 
them this season, talk prompt¬ 
ed by their recent record and 
abundance of talented players, 
Mark Ramprakash has inher¬ 
ited a side from Mike Gatting 
that is good enough to chall¬ 
enge for another champion- 


By Michael Henderson 

ship title, even if he will not be 
around all die time to lead it 

Justin Larger, a doughty 
left-hander capped eight times 
by Australia, is their overseas 
player, and he is joined at the 
club by Richard Ketde- 
borough, one of five players to 
have left Yorkshire for other 
counties. Gatting. who turns 
41 in June, begins his 24th and 
final summer as a profession¬ 
al cricketer in excellent shape. 
His team-mates might prefer 
him to put the pounds back on 
if it means making the runs 
that escaped him last year. 

Gatting has been a champ- 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


Brtfanr>ic Assurance 
County Cha m pionship 

17 0. ftrsf day oI lour. 104 over s mirmum 
DERBY: Derbyshire v Nottinghamshire 
HOVE: Sussex v Lancashire 
CANTERBURY: Kent v MkfcBesex 
BRISTOL: Gloucestershire v Glamorgan 
THE OVAL: Surrey v Northamptonshire 
EDGBASTON: Warwtckshre v Durham 
WORCESTER: Worcestershire v Essex 
HEADtNGLEY: Yorkshire v Somerset 

University matches 
II JO first djy ot three 
FENNER'S: Cambridge University v 
Leicestershire 

THE PARKS: 0*fe»d Unversrtv v 
Hampshire 


ionship winner six times, sev¬ 
en if you include the title that 
Middlesex shared with Kent 
in 1977. The next summer Kent 
won it outright, and thar 
remains their last success in 
the oldest competition. 

The past two years have 
been galling. They have 
played excellent cridcet and 
have nothing visible to con¬ 
firm it. This season they must 
justify the kind words that 
have beat written about them. 

Glamorgan begin their 
championship defence at Bris¬ 
tol, where Courtney Walsh, 
who arrived from Jamaica on 
Wednesday, plays for 


Gloucestershire. If proof were 
needed of this remarkable 
bowler's fitness, and loyalty to 
a county he fust represented 
in 1984, this is it. He has 
slogged through a long winter 
in Pakistan and the Caribbe¬ 
an, and. in weather to deter 
the most handy soul, he steps 
off a plane to say: “Give me the 
fail." What a performer. 

Simon Jones, the 19-year-old 
son of Jeff, the former Test 
paoeman. is included in Gla¬ 
morgan’s 13-man party, but 
there may be more opportuni¬ 
ties this year for AJun Evans, 
now that Hugh Morris has 
retired. Waqar Younis, who is 
in South Africa with Pakistan 
for a footling one-day tourna¬ 
ment, misses the first two 
championship matches. 

Wasim Akram. Waqart Pa¬ 
kistan team-mate and the new 
captain of Lancashire is 
another notable absentee. 
John Crawley leads the Red 
Rose county — including Ath¬ 
erton — against Sussex at 
Hove, where he will toss up 
with Chris Adams. 

Mike Watkinson is absent 
with a shoulder injury but the 
other Lancashire players are 
probably more scared of 
standing next to Adams in 
case he drops his wallet 
Should it land on anybody's 
toe, die player might be out for 
a month. 

Yorkshire give a first 
championship appearance to 
Matthew Wood, 21. from Hud¬ 
dersfield, against Somerset at 
Headingley. Darren Leh¬ 
mann, along with Michael 
Bevan, his predecessor as 
Yorkshire’s overseas player 
who has moved to Sussex, is ! 
engaged with the Australians 
in Shaijah. There is no 
Franklyn Rose for Northamp¬ 
tonshire at the Oval, but 
Devon Malcolm is ready to 
play for his new county on the 
ground where he enjoyed the 
match of his life, for England 
against South Africa in 1994. 


I t was regularly said of 
Phil Clarke that he would 
end up running Wigan. 
At 24» he had achieved every 
domestic honour with the dub 
several times, captained Great 
Britain and yearned for a 
fresh challenge in Australia. 
That experience ended in 
near-tragic consequences, 
with a broken neck, but set in 
train the events that led him 
bade to Central Park as the 
game's youngest dub chief 
executive at 26. 

Thai he was not (eft perma¬ 
nently disabled by his acci¬ 
dent in March 1996 was pure 
chance. It was only his twelfth 
appearance for Sydney City 
Roosters and Clarke was run¬ 
ning with the ball when he 
drove head-first into a North 
Queensland opponent The 
effect on his spinal column 
was tike that of a high-speed 
pile-up, although all he felt 
initially was concussion. 

“The fourth vertebra was 
hit by the fifth and the third 
and had exploded," Clarke 
said. “I got up slowly, played 
the ball and walked groggtiy 
to die sideline. I came round 
and remembered the Dean 


Bell philosophy at Wigan — 
not to be so soft and to get 
back out there. Then suddenly 
my neck went solid. 

“The team doctor told me 
later it was a million-to-one 
chance that 1 hadn't ended up 
a paraplegic or quadraplegic. 
thanks to die spinal cord 
surviving intact, and. bad I 
gone back out. I could be 
dead- 

“When they transferred me 
to a spinal unit in Sydney. 1 
realised my plight was noth¬ 
ing. A rugby union player 
opposite had a scrum collapse 
on him. He never walked out 
of there. The day 1 did was a 
great day. It was six months 
before they confirmed that I 
wouldn't play again, but I’m 
the luckiest man alive in that I 
can walk. swim, ran and am 
doing a job I dreamed of." 

The game’s most market¬ 
able asset two years ago. 
Clarke looks somehow awk¬ 
ward in a suit A model 


professional and graduate in 
human biology, his dashing 
presence was as pronounced 
off as on the ftekL The world 
was Clarke's oyster when fate 
intervened, yet there is no 
bitterness and the desire to 
play again has gone. 

“In one way, my injury is 
the luckiest break I ever had,” 
Clarke said. "I was lucky to 



Clarke in his playing days 


arrive at Wigan when John 
Monk was in charge, lucky 
that Ellery Hanley soon 
moved to Leeds, which gave 
me my chance at loose for¬ 
ward. and lucky again when 
Ellery got injured on the 1992 
Great Britain tour and l took 
his place in Australia.” 

After television work and 
running a travel business in 
Australia, the call from Wigan 
to run the dub was a powerful 
lure. “Usually the first player 
you sign is a local 16-year-old 
lad, but day one in the job and 
we've got Wendell Sailor [the 
Australia wing] giving a press 
conference, but not actually 
signing anything, so a week 
later I’m off to Brisbane to get 
his signature." Clarke said. 

Sailor is due to arrive next 
season and. with Denis Betts 
also back, Wembley, where 
Clarke won five Challenge 
Cup finals, is a gam on Wig¬ 
an's horizon. “Wigan were 
always the best side," Clarke 
said. "My concern is to make 
it the best-run dubi There’s an 
exciting future with a new 
stadium, but my accident 
taught me a lesson in not 
p lannin g too for ahead." 


Nickle free 
to tackle 
Eagles after 
not-guilty 
verdict 

By Christopher Irvine 


SONNY NICKLE was found 
not guilty of foul play by the 
Rugby Football League (RFL 
disciplinary committee yester¬ 
day. which means that the 
Bradford Bulls forward is 
available for the champions' 
JJB Super League match at 
Sheffield Eagles tonight 
Nickle was sent off after a 
brawl with Richie Blackmore. 
the Leeds Rhinos centre, who 
was sin binned. 

Leeds are at home to 
Castieford Tigers, whose 
coach,’ Stuart Raper. accused 
the Rhinos of “taking their 
aggressive style of defence to 
the Limit” in the victory at 
Bradford last Sunday. But 
Gary Hetherington, the i/fds 
chief executive, said: “We have 
some tough players and this 
team has a lot of steel running 
through iL To suggest that 
we're over the top is ridiculous 
and an attempt to influence 
the referee ahead of the 
game." • 

Leeds will lead the Super 
League if they can record a 
third successive league win 
and avenge the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup defeat by 
Castieford in the opening 
match of the season at 
Headingley. 

Since they reached Wem¬ 
bley. Sheffield have been beat¬ 
en twice and Bradford are 
unlikely to be as accommodat¬ 
ing as they were at Odsal five 
days ago. 

Swansea, where Wigan and 
St Helens will meet at the 
Vetch Field in one of sue Super 
League "On the Road” fixtures 
in July, is favourite for a 
franchise team next year 
because a consortium made its 
application to the RFL a year 
ago, Maurice Lindsay, the 
managing director of Super 
League (Europe), said. Com¬ 
petition is likely to come from 
Cardiff. 


JJB SUPS) LEAGUE ON THE ROAD 
FIXTURES: July TO: Leads v SaKotd 
j International Siatftxn]. July 17: 

Bradford v London 
EOrttxxgW July 
v nua~ ‘ 

25: Casttcfoftl v \ 

Juiy2&StHetansv 
Swaraeal 
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SENIOR 

APPOINTMENTS 



Heio Influence the Business or Further Education 


DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

c.£60k 

The Corporation invites applications for the post of Deputy Principal to 
replace Liz Cristofoli, who has been appointed PrincipaL The successful 
candidate will have a thorough understanding of curriculum innovation and 
have vision, drive and excellent leadership and communication skills. 

With a turnover in the region of S23 million and sites located in communities 
across mid and south Hertfordshire, the College provides for more than 
30,000 students on several thousand learning programmes across mast 
curriculum areas. 

As well as deputising for the Principal the person anointed will have 
accountability for the management of the curriculum, quality and 
human resources. 

For further information and an application form, please apply to: The 
Personnel & Development Unit, Oaklands College, Oaklands Campus, 
Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL4 OJA or telephone 
01727 737748/737706 (34 hour answerphone). Please quote 
reference L22/DP/TTL Closing date: 5th May 1998. 


o 


COURSES 


XOEHAMPTON 

INSTITUTE 

LONDON 


Languages at Roehampton 

We offer a wide range of full-time and part-time 
programmes: ■ BA Engfish as a Foreign L a n g u age 
comb ined honours ■ BA French combined honours 

■ BA Spanish combined honours 4 ■ BA 
Marketing, French 8t Spanish single honours 4, 
{•Spanish it offered to begmsers and post A-levd suulenxs. 

A Scholarship for Marketing, French & Spanish is avaHtMe.) 

m MA in 20th Century French Cultural Studies 

■ MPhil/PhD research degrees in French and 

Spanish**. 

f** Bursaries far post-graduate research are available.) 

All degree* are awarded by the University of Surrey. 
Optional courses in Italian, Gcrmin, Russian, French and 
Spanish are also offered within die 'Languages for AD’ 
programme. 

far further details of any of the above,phase 
contact: Susan Johnson, Department of Modem 
Languages, Roehampton Institute London, Digfry 
Stuart College, Roehampton Lane, London, SW15 
5PH. Teh 0181-392 3599 Fate 0181-3923578. 


SOEHANFTOM INSTITUTE LONDON, AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

employer, exjststo advance and develop higher 

rruJgATiON. AND SCHOLARSHIP_ 


IMPROVE YOUR FRENCH 


Challenge 


The Language 

Specialists 


Frangais en France 
etau Canada... 

■ Parts, Vichy. Bmads. Nke. toyan. Op dAlL 
Aomey, Bnat S Monacal 

■ Short & tort? duration chubs, aH leieb. all vm round 
g fi0$t Fnn^'orSadeni flMacnwiniodaKxiavaiiaNe 

■ Wide Yjtkty at speMutior muno 

/Call today for a FREE info-pack 
Telephone OtSi 7888021 1 Tax out ins stjoj 


yfaJMfe UK, VA SUamUti P*k Rd. SttmMrfi. 
%mv&nnrKTt9 00R 


1-2 wks Geneva] French 

flexible dates to suit 

Paris & Bordeaux 


(01273)220261 


OXFORD and COUNTY 
BUSINESS COLLEGE 


BUSINESS SKILLS 

(Keyboarding, Shorthand, Computing) 

3 MONTH COURSES 
SEPT 1998 

6 week summer courses in July 

OXFORD and COUNTY BUSINESS COLLEGE 
34 St Giles, Oxford OXI 3LH 
Tel: 01865 310100 



/.Espanol en Espana! 

your Spanish course for tomorrow... 
m 9udj tn S&nuna, Bnrefena. Gmada inti Miiap 

■ 2 wreta to 9 months fan /re* - «S jretl 

■ Variety of came}, Indutfinj muiy speda&jflan u&fKb 

■ Has badly or Stufc&t Bit mannoibdoD imbMe 

■ "ft* lewt piq an tion mucp 

/CoS today for a FREE info-pack 
Telephone 0181 783 8081 ^ atsi met M) 

■ iMtiHWHinulma 

rtn Oiqate IX an StaiMWi PM no; 

e Spun. ktib oon_ 



COURSES 


CHAPTERHOUSE 

GET RICH PROOFREADING? 

(BOOKS. REPORTS, JOURNALS. BROCHURES. 
MAGAZMES] 

Not ricti but with a CHAPTERHOUSE oouraa behind 
you XaOO-XaOOa woo k wBbo your* tt you ire 

successful. (Not bad for 20 to 30 hours work at horns 
at £10 an hour.) Our prospaotus tsSs of i 
d wt si over ths past i 

Pooplo Bta you with — ipule— who enjoy 
reading can bufld a good bvafawss. But nothing in 
lifs b aasy. Road ths Mi fads in ourfroo 


ft SEVEN-YEAR TRACK RECORD TRAIN MG 
FREELANCERS AND PUBUSHERS 
ft MANY SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS 
ft PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCED TUTORS 
(PUBUSHERS AND FREELANCERS) 
ft ADVICE AND MARKING OF ASSIGNMENTS 
ft CORRESPONDENCE COURSES OR FACE-TDFACE 
SEMINARS 

ft MARKETING ADVICE / HOWTO GET STARTED 
ft RESPECTED CERTIFICATES TO PROVE YOUR 
ACHIEVEMENT 


For your fros prespoctus writs to CHAPTERHOUSE, 
2 SOUTHERN HAY WEST, EXETER 5(1 1JO 
TEL 01392 499488 FAX 01392 498008 


OXFORD and < <H M Y 
Bl SINLSS ( OLLLOL 


11 


BUSINESS SKILLS 
(Keyboarding, Shorthand, Computing) 
3 MONTH COURSES 
SEPT 1998 

6 week summer courses in July 

OXFORD and COUNTY BUSINESS COLLEGE 
34 St Giles, Oxford 0X1 3JLH 
Tel: 01865 310100 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 


Language Courses 
cm Location 

Frndi. Gasan, Start*. 


rail* 


Bwol 

PX>- Box 1291' 

BNUfiBPO.lt. 

T«ii *44 QQ 1MB 506008 
Fte *44(05 IBB.' " 



This free (nfarmrifon K4 
1 from the Morris College of 
Joumafem shows you 
exactly howl CaB Free: 
0800371500 


X 



I This tree Newsletter from 
the Morris Coiiege of 
Journalism shews you I 
exactly how. Obtain your | 
| free copy newt Can Free:! 


Saw Is Kata"! 


It 

£2U8lu.asa 

lMBrSer I 

This free Newsfader from the I 
Moms Coflego of Joumatem | 
shews you soc&y how to pay| 
far a# your Sava! and mete I 
money! Cal free: i 

0800 371500 JT 


Certificate In 

& 


Myndfatm 
frwfag era are cooafi 

IHEWSmUTEFOR 
ARTS M THERAPY 
AND EDUCATION 

For Brochure: 

0171 354 1761 


nm\ |()\| \ K! L’~IMI \ W I I K vs \ 
run i wri. tkooj ki. \i>i u v s. i ni rou: 


It’s TVs*! Yn can tam fS-£IMww at a &edaan mwfretdo; 
£I243Mmir at a fttcfaaet copy Editsc Ms experkaee needed. 
Cmnptrixgrirre he Bit rt cdr cocnt eorers gwrylblag jxw need to 
act ap m a writ pdd bteteeb Far your FREE tprela) report, 
arkc mv te-FntdagfeFnmeadiog A Editing, 
(DqxPRAlL Frecpert HA4446, SoulbaO, MHdfcsrx, UBl JflR Or 

Itt 0I81-8I3-9868 Frit 6181-813-8866 (QUOTE REF: PRO 1) 
FREE TRIAL LESSON FOR PROMPT REPLIES 


A-LEVELS 
at CATS 

CATS (Cambridge Arts & Sciences) is an 
independent day and residential sixth form 
coOege offering: 

9 40 A-level subjects in any combination 

• Unusual options tike Him Studies 
O A staff/student ratio of l :3 

• Managed independence between school 
and university. 

CATS is BAC accredited and all apptirants have 
gone an to Higher Education since 1992. 

Fujvnha rnfamutiai ptaae caaaaj 

01223 314431 

CATS Round Church Street Cambridge CBS SAD 





EDUCATION 


C IF U 2 COULD B A 

COMPUTER 

PROGRAMMER/ANALYST 


Sapibi pmV-ACT NOW! Ym odd hm *e 
oHftjr. Cdi as fat* w 0800 657 657 for | 

iriofufi t i. I 

s 

Hundreds of people, regardless of age, sex or qualifications 
haw already benefited from our Prawn Learning System 
®d ore no» enjoying btgfa earning jobs in computers. You 
cook) join ibem. 

Read about employment prospects m 
our information pack and fill in the 
Career Planner. We'll then be able to 
advise you on your potential. 

—— Computeach International Ltd. Eat 1964 — 



Only one medical school 

offers a world of opportunities. 

United Slates, the United Kingdom and the rarihhp yhos P il f is in ^ 
taught by a dedicated international SOO-meutetato m, 

dagnosuc technique with training emphasizing n 

^ * fctae 1997 UsJaSTffiS rate for all first time 
of Medicine 

^.^^^Cotrespondent: 

Medical School Services, Ltd. 

One East Main Streeu Dept AUKS 
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RACING: CRAVEN STAKES WIN CONFIRMS 2,000 GUINEAS PROSPECTS 

‘Sleepy’ Xaar responds 
to Peslier’s wake-up call 


THE old adage that good 
horses can handle any ground 
was underlined gloriously ax 
Newmarket yesterday when 
Xaar came from last to first on 
unsuitably soft going to win 
the City Index Craven Stakes. 

The Khaled Abdulla-owned 
son of Zafonic is now a best- 
priced even money with 
Ladbrokes — and as short as 
6-4 on with the Tote — for the 
Sagirta 2.0Q0 Guineas in L5 
days’ time after quickening 
decisively inside the final 
quarter-mile to beat Gulland 
by a neck. With the pair 
pulling five lengths clear or the 
third. Circus, and the time 
confirming the quality of the 
performance, it looked a most 
reliable classic trial — in more 
ways than one. 

GuIIand's performance was 
particularly impressive, espe¬ 
cially as his breeding suggests 
that he will come into his own 
when stepped up to middle 
distances. The Tote initially 
offered 12-1 against the Geoff 
Wragg-trained Unfuwain colt 
for the Derby and laid the 
horse to lose £100000 before 
trimming the odds to 9-1. He is 
as short as 6-1 second favour¬ 
ite with Ladbrokes. 

The smile on the face of 
Fabre as he walked into the 
parade ring before the Craven 
Stakes reflected a confidence 
that Xaar would prevail, de¬ 
spite the ground being softer 
than he would have preferred. 


By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


However, his self-belief fared 
a stem test three furlongs 
from home as Gulland gal¬ 
loped powerfully at the head of 
affairs — while Xaar was 
being niggled at by Olivier 
Peslier in last place. 

Xaar had, though, raced in a 
similarly lazy style before 
winning the Dewhurst Stakes 
in scintillating style by seven 
lengths last autumn. Sure 
enough, the message soon got 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap; The Gay Fox 
(3.10 Newbury) _ 

The Gay Fax reverts to his best 
trip .after falling to 1 stay, six 
fnriongs af Rjjjon last time. 
Proven on soft-grooad and 
: .weU drawn,, htaui oblige for 
The in-form Bryan McMahon 
yard. - , .'.j- 

Next best Whitechapel 
(5.10 Newbury) 


through to Xaar as he closed a 
quarter-mile out before lock¬ 
ing horns with Gulland in the 
Dip. From there he battled on 
most gamely, without being 
hard ridden, to prevail. 

“I thought Xaar was always 
controlling Gulland so 1 was 
not too worried," Fabre said. 
"Inside 1 thought he could hot 
be beaten today. His style of 
racing indicates he is a lazy 
horse and needs sane wok. 


that is why I was very anxious 
to get a race info him." 

"I respect the second horse 
today and the distance back to 
the third was important. 
When I saw Gulland in the 
paddock he looked really well 
and 1 thoughthewas die horse 
we had to beat The form of 
today's race is probably not 
top dass and he will probably 
need to improve, but he had a 
good blow afterwards. He was 
a bit rusty and sleepy. 

"The ground will probably 
be better on Guineas day — 
and ail those factors will make 
a difference. 1 would ideally 
like an extra week. Two weeks 
is a bit short between races but 
he is such an easy horse he 
wDl probably handle it." 

Peslier added: “He is a bit 
lazy, more relaxed than last 
year ami for a few moments I 
didn't think he would win, but 
in the last two furlongs he was 
just galloping.” 

Five years after Zafonic won 
the 2,000 Guineas in a record 
time, his son will attempt to 
follow suit Strangely enough, 
the two horses could hardly be 
more different in tempera¬ 
ment and style. Zafonic was a 
large, powerful horse who was 
hard to settle; while Xaar is the 
complete opposite — and the 
better in Fibre’s view.' 

Wrag> has ruled cut re¬ 
opposing Xaar in the Guineas 


and will send Gulland to 
Chester for the Chester Vase 
or Dee Stakes, or York for the 
Dante Stakes. He lodes a 
serious Derby contender. 

On a day which offered its 
share of long-term clues. Bor¬ 
der Arrow also entered classic 
calculations after wearing 
down Albodstan inside the 
final furlong of the Ftilden 
Stakes. The Selkirk colt shows 
little at home but Ian Balding 
believes be could be useful 
over middle distances. 


Queensland Star, carrying the 
colours of Alex Ferguson, die 
Manchester United manager, 
made a winning debut in the 
Stuntney Maiden Stakes at 
Newmarket yesterday. "If my 
team shows the same determ¬ 
ination as that, well be there," 
Ferguson said of the College 
Chapel colt, who is trained by 
Jack Berry. 


The unbeaten colt is jointly 
owned by Bob Michaelson 
and Wafic Said, whose Sagitta 
company is sponsoring the 
Guineas meeting. Despite the 
obvious temptation to run 
Border Arrow in the 2.000 
Guineas, Balding would .pre¬ 
fer to wait for the Dante 
Stakes and a challenge for the 
Derby. 


Results, page 45 



Xaar, nearside, delivers a decisive late challenge to Gulland in the Craven Stakes at Newmarket yesterday 



THUNDERER 

2.10 Red Delirium 3.40 Musical Twist 

o An 1i„ 4.10 GufldhaH 

2.40 Close Up 4.40 Kariyh 

3.10 Gefenhriufl 5.10 Cyrian 

Timekeeper’s top rating: 2.40 CLOSE UP. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 3.40 Hoh Chi Mia 


GOING: HEAVY • TOTE JACKPOT MEETNG 

DRAW: 5F-6F, HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


SIS 


2.10 EBF BECKHAMPTDN NOVICE STAKES 

(2-Y-0: £3,525:5f 34yd) (4 runners) 

IW (3) a OH I SAY ID IP.S) 1C lJtan» SB UtamarO MM +13 — HIMmO EBB 
107 (2) CARMtfma (B* tetag CU>} ! BaMng +12-LDOBOd - 

103 ((] RED D8JHMI (I Neff) R tamo +12-PacHtay - 

104 (1) THRUST (Us H Levy) W lUr 8-12- JReid - 

BETT1I6:114 On l Sty. 9-4 Cmafn. 7-2 fed Dearta, B-l Tins. . 

1997: NUMiA +12 L DWtai (+2) J Soaks 8 nr 

Oh I Say bed. FW Musical ti in 7-rano 2yo maiden Bias at 
Nottingham (5113yd, good to &>H). Cannarihan Hamas enft out d 

__ a monrah ocanan.^lbd DeBrinn BoWfoo coL haU-btodie to 

3 winners. Throst Prince Sabo coil out oi a mn who woo in Fiance and fee tinted States. 
THRUST Is a Italy type on pedigree aid is the nhie to bea fee bnurita 

2.40 STROUD GlffiEN RATED HANDICAP 

{3-Y-0: £7,655: tm sir) (6 mmere) 

an ra 166- jazzcujb inFauna) pc* w- tm»J£ 

ac (6) 54211- CUBE UP 164 (P J.S) 0 Ganarai] J Ountog+4- Kjtefcy {US? 

m (41 5611- FLORAE 174 f.G) 0* HnfeKQ J 9-1-WEddaqr M 

204 |2) 4022- TUMBLWEB}ntOSPEGT3B(SKOOdTonl)igMce6na4BMKfcM+5 IIRatals 88 

205 (5) 2302+0 PRBttJMPURSUIT20(9)(J PWi») R Fahey+4-R Winston (5) 80 

206 (11 36556- SHBWAIJZAR1W (ASitatetf RHten* W-DaaOTK* » 

Long bsndcap: Stagnoi B-l. 

BETTING: 5-2 Fiona. H-4 dost up. 9-2 Tutatawl Prwpta. 8-1 im Ouh. ShBg«ar. H Pren*m Pus* ’ 
1997: AW ALBADU9-4 L Dtoral (9-1) J Dmtap IB on 

Jazz Club 431 last o) 5 to UrFaah In 2yo stakes at Ascot (71, 
Close Up beat Swasay neck In 4-rurm 2yo stakes a( 

__I (1m 30yd. soft), Ftaaa best Udo neck In 14-rannH 2yo 

handicap al Doncaster (71, goocQ. Tumbfareed Prospect VI 2nd oM9 to Raftr Bk* In maiden 
stakes at Newbuy (61 8yd, good to fam). Premium Purs* 22119» rt 22 u Julies Jmi in 3yo 
handicap at Doncaster (fl, good to soft). Sheraanzar 7t 6th ot 22 to Eco Friendly in 2yo maiden 
auction stakes a( Doncaster (1m, good to soft). 

FLORAS is (he sod lo mate a very smart harefeoper this season 



1.10 S0UTKMEAD HANDICAP [SHOWCASE RACE] _ 

7.985:5134yd) (13 runners) 

II (6) 03604-0 SUPBTOPREMUI20(05](J Pawns) HFahey4-9-7— Rtt»«anffi) 107 

C |5) 30S1+0 DANCEDHflGHTAWAY22 IDJ.S) (G Bosley)Bktethan4-9-2 ___ JFWd Til 

3 111 0620+0 SHARP HAT 22 (C.F.G.S) U Smte) fl Hanoi 4+f- BmOIW IT0 

4 (in 040500- 4AYAWME 201 (CJ5.F.G) (I BWfinfll I Battng 7-9-1 . UaMKHastelM (7) 98 

5 (31 046600- WNBDFITOZIBlF^lMCSORatteiOBLta^^M.-JTtow 113 

6 12) 10300-5 PATSVffaKS 20 (CJJf.G.S)(JGrimes)JSItan8+12 PPMutfjVP) J* 
(7 (7) OCOOOO- SYLVAPARADISE201 (FjSI ff &lir8»Bad LW)CBriMfin5+-12 WRStafaim (£3 

8 (4) 372101- GEte HROJI. 2 66 (F.6) (M ftwni) L Bq w 4+11 R Ftrart 1» 

9 (10J 000083 BOLD EFFORT 21 (B/.SJ (4 PVtaS) I Ctortetan-fttan 5-5-9 “*5*® 

0 (12) 030484- REPERTORY 174 (OJ.G) (U Santa] M Suites 5+8- SOrawe ’ll 

1 i|B 0402-30 T« GAY ra9 (BFJXFflB WW*teriBMriU»o4-M TUjtai 90 

2 '(9) 51060-2 LOOTHBHADMRm22(TU,GJJ)(t^RC)MHn!OH-€lfls 10+5 MFhttns 105 

3 (81 05000-3 LA60 01VARAH0 17 NJ3JRS) tPBT 6n»jp) 8 WMtirei 6+4 D McKeowi 94 

q hmdteap: Lsgo Di vareno 8-3 

rrms; 11-2 Lard WQh Admiral. 6-1 Grtmwt 7-1 BaMBfa fL ttofa DI teone. 8-1 GKfltttauhMBif. The 
10-1 Superia Pnertum, Share HaL King 01 Pern. 12-1 (Xtas 

1997: REPBnUHY 4-8-9 R Pattern (50-1) M Santa 20 ran 

King Of Pam 15128ft of 29 to Wfldmood Ftowr in hOTfcap* Ayr 
(61. good id sod). Patsy Grimes 5WJife tri 9 to Uatscsfcbi 


S' Donrasts- (6f. good to soffl wflti Supotar 
« 719tti cf 11» Tfldbunow In handae* Ascol (5f. 
g^l bst GfemhituI beat Kind 01 UgM U4l m + 
1UI 3id ot 22 to Always ABgM In haraticap at 


nkim(ltovMseoff) I2)7lh.3y1va — 
j to fern) with Jayampoa (ife wneoHM 

a handicap al (6f, good 10 firm). Bold Ettott ,—« ^>5 “~ :- v-t-."T c ri n ni— i T^irJ 

■ . - t nr .e> mmwi u ha\ Rniflrtnrv TUI 4fe 22 to RudTs Pst fl hatfGQ a Doncaster [“. 

1 wfltiVaM DI Varano (flb better off) l« TStti art 


SKdoSwaIMPMgfitefM ill I* ■ 

noWlMol T3 toWMKoul Magic n handicap al Newcastle (51. good) 

BOLD HTORT is well dram and Fallon is a good booking 





NiWBURY 

AYR 

1HIRSK 

G'HOUNOS 


101 

102 

103 

m 


iFULL RESULTS SERVICE .168 




201 

202 

203 

m 


KCWMAFtKET: Tralnere: S Wbo*. 3 
wnnofS fro rn .1 3 njreiare. 

Cumani. 11 tmm 50. 220%. P Owfe; 
Hywn. 28 Own 143. JR- 6 *: 

Keteway. 7 Iran 30. 
from 79. 16.5*; J Durtop. IB ^0^155 
11£%-. P Cote, aifeomi183. VL5%jD 
Havrti Janes. 3 from 26. 11J5%. Lord 

H ^ fldon dta" 

era: O Reefer, 3 wUrras from 10 ndes, 
t- DsBori. 45 from 21Z21. 
Fallon. 13 from 72.1B.«feJ Rg* 1 -,* 5 
264.17 0*: R Ufa. I 4 from 104.13.5%. T 
Quinn. 31 from 246. 12.6*: J W6awer. 6 
from 52.11 -5%. Pat Edde^. 2S^Dm2‘W 1 
10.7%; W R Swlnbwi. 10 from 96,10.4%. 


103 (1?) 0-0432 GOCD IMS 74 ftSUFJjGJi) (IBs D MtaSOO) B ttd 9-10-0 _ 8 Wist (4) 88 

Rncanl unto. Daw In tirades. Sb-fgure cease and taanoe whm. 8F—beam 
faro |F—Mtf P ^pb O^) up. U-antad temdentaslraoe) Goiig<nfeteihoaDbBs 

ISaL D^SqreSSift 5 HBM^rart Dsys r* 

state tat nufeu: J ) teivB. F I fta. (B— aft good to«*.hawy). Owwhbaoas. 
sSsSv—wfew H-tond E-fashtekL Toiw. Age aid M0*. ftta plus say afawnce. 
C—ausawkaar. D—disiaKatam. CO— Rmtopert speed tang. 


3.40 


DUBAI WITT FREE FRED DARLING STAKES 
[SHOWCASE RACE] (Group IB: 3-Y-O: £19,500:7164yd md) (7 runners) 

(fe 21222- CRA2EE MENIAL IRS (G)(H OVumaB) D Ha|dn Junes 9-0-Adtetay 108 

(7JTf32(B- IW*mMGlAW230(Sfl(E»ge»+t(^ftlfennM_^ RMflfea rOS 


401 

402 „ ._ . 

403 (1) 01101- RTSTB806174 (C0J5) (SteRadngCU^ PCole9-0- Tfahn 102 

404 (2) 312431- H®CHtUKIK (OS) (BUpon)HBelM-JRekl 102 

405 (3) 2- UUS1CAL TWBT 2C (R SagrteO P Cbeopte-faan 94)-: K Fafen BH 

406 (5) 031- (PLY Bl DREAUS168 ftXS) (ttaaOs Still) BUaeiiai 9-0 _ WRSwbflun 94 

407 (4] BID- WBDA181 (F) (B Wsfc) C BriHW M--- 0 Pesfer 106 

BETTN& 2-1 On MtnbL IM ifeskal Tate. 5-1 DHteig lady. 7-1 Mi CM Mm, 8-1 fteanoo, 10-1 
WMa. 14-1 (Mykt Dreams. 

1BB7: DAMCE PARADE 9-0 IGolSfl (16-1) PCWe 10 SB 

Crazes Mental 2W 2nd of 8 to Embassy in 2yn ffllles gnu 1 
states al Nnmatai (BL good). Qwfr® lady a 3rd o 28 to 
Anofeer Farea9 h 2yo ansoD states at Cunatfe (5), good to soSl 
HaflUoDMAinM II ki 13-nsner2yo BUss fated slates M HeeAtuy (71 Myd. good tosom. 
HOh CM kin befe Hollywood Paradise 2HI In 0-nmer 2yn fated sides to San Sro (81 good). 
Musical Twist 1 HI 2r« iBtoShmoase to2yomanfen Hfias at Newtany (H ftrt, good to ffrm). 
Orly to Dreams beat Astiapl IMIki lA-nnnerzyDTnddai finesalLdce^ (7!9yd. soaj. Wmb 
121 lesl ol 12 to Heme 01 Low to fyo ns gimp 3 sues a NwmeM pt good); prawusly bat 
AU neck in 8-ruraer 2yo Hto slates at Ascot (61. good to fern). 

WENQA Is bum a stable to Jonn and fa open to tiPprowen a d at this bip 


4.10 PETER SMITH HEH0RUL MAfflEN STAKES 

(3-Y-0: £3,623: Im 3f 5ytJT(7 runiMS) 


501 

502 

503 

504 
SB 

506 

507 


4-2 CAERNARH3N BAY 2D (Ml (Sfr GBORp Ute^fak) P Csfa 9-0 . 

0-4 COURT SHARD 15 (D&CHollw)RDkta 941- 

08- GUUWAU. 191 (IMyoRBCtedB Metai 98- 

D-' U0RA1DRUM 169 0( Abdltt) H CacB 0-0- 

SEENORUL (J GobSm) P Chapple-H)an 9-0- 

22 SPRHG AHCH0B10 (Of) |M AM8 P Cote 9-0- 

33- PUTUiA 175 (R Ikchte) I Bstta 


-CRtar 81 
MWnni! 57 
PSEdfey 05 
_ KRta 90 
— JRekl - 
_ T Utai 01 
OPteler SB 


BETTING: 3-1 PftTOL 7-2 Spnog Aneta. 4-1 MntaiUii. 9-2 SefaMta. 8-1 Gitata. 7-1 CKnotan Bar. 
33-1 Call StatU 

1BB7: GHATAAS M R Hfc (7-2 ta) J ftufDp 18 ai 

Caemarton Bay 3)412ndoM0toFeelFreain ntedsn states I 
WoNohampton (im II 7Byd, Aw. faresand). Cato Shved 331 

_ _ 4iit ol S to todtonaj to 3yo 4 4yo naiden stetes al Leicester (Im 

311B3yd, soft). SuKM BMI 3rd ol 15 to Ctim Qwnlney in 2w maiden auction slates at Yak (71 
~Ryd, salt)- Maraiorium 1617th ol 13 to Almandte In 2yo maiden states fa Nostogham (im 54tyd. 
nd). Selgnartal Ktogmambo colt. haH-tvother to 4 winners todudtog Hw top-class Sua» Dancer. 
Nfrw Anchor neck Sit ol E to Wtosa h maiden stokes al FolteslonB (Im 4. soft) Puhm 513rd 
IS to Merciless h 2yo maiden fifiies at Doncaster (Tm, good). 

SBGNORIAL has a Brat-class pedpee and his stable does vay weB hare 


4.40 BUDGET MAIDEN FILLIES STAKES 

(3-Y-0: E4.0T3: Tfstr) (TO luimersj 


601 IT) 

602 (9) 

603 (1) 
B04 (3) 

605 (Q 

606 (4) 

607 IQ 
606 (10) 
609 ra 
bid ra 


AflGEVIA WMBEfeMB Ratine) M dtnu 8-T1 
BB BtffSI [R Soly) I BtHng B-11 


DACUH (6 0 Hates ml J J Mcfitee) I fafatog 8-11 

JAVA RUFUHlMCtamOMCtaKn 8-11- 

KARffH (H aJ-tatam) J Duta) B-tl 


- RHodhas 

-LDoeod 

_Uatto Dwyer 

_Canty Monts 

RHto 


NANCY UALDNEY (Brian Kennedy) Mss 6 KaUenoy B-11-JIM 

POPPY TOO (T ComhBham) M Dawn B-11 - -- A today 

ROYAL ARROW (R Mdattun 8 W SWd) I BaUng 8-11-SWWwortti 

SWEET PEA [N Jones) JDuitap B-11-----PtoEddwy 

TEAQANCSfl [tfnageSerwcnUd) BMarian B-11-Of 


BEnwe:7-4 Ktojh, 6-1 Sweel Pea 13-2 Royal Arrow, 7-t Big Buyer, 10-1 Batan, Yarn? totally, Tea Ona. 
14-1 etas. 

1887: K00L KAT KATE 8-11 0 PkSo (2-1 tar) 0 Lota ID ran 

Arcevta Archway filly, haU-sister to winnerc from 71 to 2m. Big 
... Buyer Qued For Fame Bty, IwH-sistet to3«*ies DacianDieas 
3 My out ol bi maced mare. Java Rupiah Hamas fflly. ha U-aster to 
- —- — ■ ' Persian Bobl S0y, 

.. haB-sister to 

oad. Rwid Arrow Royal Academy ®y. dosely rebed In three wtnnec. 
Swat Pea Persian Bold fity luf^-slster to ftn» wirews mcWtag sprinter Star Tuip. Tea Dancer 
Ihoara fltty. sister to 2 winners incfriflng miler Dancng Heat 

KARIYH has a tafl reputation and wfl be a verm order 


2 tanas. K»W» SftadBed Sgy on of fee a aalff mar Katoa NawyMafiwItot 
haH-dstet to sevoat winners inci^ng aayer FuUyara Ciwt. PqcpyT w P etanfa fllly.1 
sewtal wfrmera here and abnad. RraM Amro Royal Aratamr tft. ctasdy ratesd to Hi 


5.10 LEVY BOARD SEVENTH RACE HANDICAP (£5.410:2m) (7 runners) 


106 


IX 0311-44 SWEETNESS HERSELF 11 (D&S) (Us M LmU) M Rfln 5-10-0 - BCtotor 

(4) 13521+ BEOftSAUENTlHE 195(D^JfofflrFCtailSWoods4+1 _ PMEddeiy 

(5) BT4150- CAFTAH JACK 175 fGD^B) {C Snta) M Pipe 8+0-M Roberts 

(7) 121006- CYRUW 241 (OS) ftjrt Oonoudmn) P Cite 4*11-T fetai 

(6) 010031- yffiflKHAPa. 175p».G5)(Tlwtt«nlLndtatagta) 10+H LUtari «. 

(1) 244058- THOrafiY PARK 182 (S) (Appkfry Lodge Sad) J ftiWto 4+8 .... OPesta 101 

(2) 202-300 GAiAP*tO22[Wfl(Henri*Pwtne^n)MKsEKrflrwy58-1 RMutai(S) 101 
BEnwe 3-1 SweetoK Kars* 7-2 WtafrapeL 5-1 CanrgU Vtnbft 6-1 Cyrtao. 13-2 Ttaaby Rrt 7-1 
captaijadi.91 Gtepha 

1997: CANON CAN 4-910 X fiflon (11-8 ton) H Cedi 12 ni 


111 


Herat# 

Mrisons-LaStti 


raeB SKI 4th of 7 Id Tajoun to states DteaA to 

wwwwwwro r.T^wxnuarfishsi 

ej£V.f£AS&9iEsftBff£auaRVs 

and Gataptoo (lewis) 321 imi. uujnifry Pa* 241 ai ot14 n Dowdon Ste a 3yo handicap at 
Newmartel (lm a. good to soil). Safeplno 7*110th of 21 to Protocol in apprentice hand cap al 
Doncaster (Im 4f. good to am) 

CYRIAN could mate into a useM slayer this term 


Close Up 
suited by 
conditions 

NEWBURY 

BBC2 

2.40: Conditions could hardly 
be less encouraging for this 
first attempt at the trip by 
Premium Pursuit and Tumbl- 
wged Prospect, whereas there 
are no stamina doubts about 
Close Up. a game winner 
from the promismg Giveaway 
in soft ground at Haydock last 
autumn—the pair pulled nine 
lengths dear. John Dunlop 
also runs Florazi.- every bit as 
progressive at two but over 
seven furlongs on fast ground. 
Jazz Club went the wrong way 
after beating Hayil on his 
ddnrt, tailed off in the mud on 
his final start, so Sherganzar 
may prove the danger. 

3J0: A high draw is an 
advantage when the ground is 
testing, so Repertory has been 
favoured in his attempt to 
follow up last year’s success. 
He goes best fresh and runs 
off a 11b lower mark. Bold 
Effort needs a strong pace at 
this trip, and a relative 
shortage of front-runners here 
may play info the hands of 



TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


Lord High Admiral, who 
needs to dominate and has 
returned in good heart Supe¬ 
rior Premium, who also likes 
to’ be prominent would be 
preferred but for his moderate 
draw. Jayannpee needs faster 
ground, but The Gay Fox is 
capable of exploiting the rail. 

3.40: Crazee Mental's form is 
best of these, but she may not 
last this trip in the conditions. 
There are similar doubts 
about Daunting Lady, but 
Hoh Oil Min and Ffestiniog 
have offered encouragement 
that they will get home. 
Ffestiniog won a listed race 
over course and distance on 
easy going, but Only In 
Dreams is expected to im¬ 
prove considerably on a mod¬ 
est maiden success at Leicester 
last autumn. She relished the 
seventh furlong in soft ground 
that day. and is reported id 
have continued her progress. 

Chris McGrath 


TREE Timsform Boafc |M '7 ,rn " m>l> 

| furlonas. hffcac. Newbury 3.10pm. Uv« on BBC TV. 


FREE TIMEFORM HORSES TO FOLLOW (FLAT SEASON 1998) 
BOOKLET FOR FIRST TIME TELEPHONE CALLERS staking £20 or 
more using Switch, Deto or Solo bank of twikfir^j society deb3 cards. 

ZVcSS?0800444040 

(Minimum total uwtatmwu per call £10. Ow W 

•Free TWorm Book wiB be within 10 nl 

to 14 day* of your first bet heiag placed. 


5 furlong* Hfcap, Newbury 3.10pm, Live on BBC TV. 

5/1 Bold Effort 9/1 LagoDi Varano 

9/1 Geimhriuil 11/1 Superior Premium 

6/1 Lord High Admiral 16/1 Sharp Hat 

6/1 The Gay Fox 20/1 King Of Peru 

8/1 Dancethenightaway 2S/I Sylva Paradise 

8/1 Patsy Grimes 33/1 Jayannpee 

8/1 Repertory 

Eadi «My On# Ouaner the ood» * place 1.2.3. Frkas Wtjoa » fluctuMOen 
Up M Zjaprrv’rettgnaa Fhie4M ropy rufmar - na tMf. 


1LATBT POPS OM 


WB 1VTEXT»Ttatai»CH*p6W«B/Ba| 










THUNDERER 

2JX) Jack Rush. 2.50 Grey Kingdom. &20 
Speaker's Chair, a 50 Westwood View. 4-20 
Jannete. 4.50 DiL 

Our Newmarket Correspond»it 3^0 Bint KakJoun. 

3.50 CALANDO (nap). 

GOING: GOOD SIS 

DRAW: 5F6F, HIGH NUMBERS BEST _ 

2.20 SIUDFORD LEISURE CARPBnfflS ARMS 
FHJXHRK HANDICAP (£3,113: Im) (18 rnnners) 

1 0M I CAN'T RBfiflER IB (DJ.&S) P E*m 4-100. JFEgnI 

2 5(M 7RRS FOR A FOUND 16 (BF.GSJJBtorer 4-9-12 JFoitml 

3 4dl0 B0WCUFFE 31 (Df,G) E Abfan 7+12 Utate Wbnlai (7) 9 

4 4+2 DffltaO H.YBI 31 ffiF.D.OS) Mts A Staton 5+12 GDflMdB 

5 «»• JACK HUSH 184 im^BIWta 4+10.._MJoW)7 

E 4560 MAH1R8N 22 (Bj>) JIM Beny 4-99--R Ha* (3) 18 

7 04-5 FANCY A FORTUNE IB (CiS) D Mctafe 4+B _ Atac Gmarts 16 

8 300- f+Emec 315 ra J J -_-_ j feme 4 

9 221- LESALISSUE 11B fflJ.GJS) JHitata6-98 __ TSpnte 13 

10 MB KUAN MAZE 41 SR Fttatt 4+4-— ACMMT7 

11 BOO- MYST10UE AW IB2 fG) E Weyncs 4-9-3-J fetal 12 

12 421- MtfKAV GfiEV 350 (D.f) l Htopnc 4+2- OHmdonB 

13 1211 TIE Of MGHT11 J Ejre 5+? (M-TVtfifiacE 11 

14 0IBIQGL10 (BFJ)Si.M Ctanofl 4+1_RPtaJ 

15 6340 nN6CWBOY10(BFAFra.Mnito>9+1 - PMcQta014 
18 1322 O(A«MAISt3na45fflflAintoB+0. D Swam ® 15 

17 -124 IIUARABAY1inA6)GLtta4+13-PBfl Edtay ID 

IB BOO- BDER fal 177 DMcnte 4-6-13-H Coca™ 3 

6-1 Ttoto 01 NfaM. 7-1 Mtan Bar. 8-1 Three For A Pond, Fancy A Fortme. 10-1 
Dontoa Flicsr. ktota Bba. Sen Dgi. Chatonans OutaJ, 1+1 onus. 

2.50 NAGS HEAD PUKMLL HANDICAP 

(£3,358:71) (IB) 

1 20+ SOiemiNKrf 171 (Df.GS)PCaM+l+0 _ J Carol 9 

2 0-04 6REYIWGDQM4(BFJ)r£5)ftBrtUfl7+12 DMmgb(7)5 

3 0+1 E6HT OF GLASS IB B.MAS1J Eyn 9+12 D Hflind 11 

4 B40- RYMBTSRASCA1. Iffi WJ.Fa E MSB 99-9 — JFEm7 

5 -800 DWHRADE7BJFflTSiwi5+7-TSptatt 

6 1245 KASS AUtAMIA 25 t® J.S D Oapm 5+6_ IQmcklE 

7 TOO RADAROnRHiY2ipnRtatam4+6_RCodm13 

8 04+ WHATHAPPBffDWAS5QJ (DflMUnde4-90 Rttak(3)14 
S 04+ MDYANOUSI225ffl^RHoOratanl4+5 AMeCarthyr(5) 1 

ID 52+ nOCTlMGOLD239(CD£5)ItaMHewfcy7+5 AQtanS 

11 004 POLARECLPSE 17 (DJS)BMttai 5-9-3-MTtMtaS 

12 3322 DAVIS ROCK 20jp£l R Mdteflar 4+2-TWftmslO 

13 354- WfflOTYE 147 J&.OF.G) fl Batemc 5-9-2-J Oukm 15 

14 05+ AWFAW171 ItaJRuwta3+11-JFWM3 

15 500 NAUASXY 20ICJ1 Ms J Rnsdn 3+13 Vlctta Anpfefry 0 4 

16 0+1 DBJGHT OF DAWN 20 (BOAS) E Wheele' 6+iJ SCnaai(7)8 

+1 Grey Ktoodom, 7-1 (MlgM 01 Dam. +1 Mgfl 01 Gtaa. PU» Edlpse. 
Ansfend. i+) Stare &M. Dan Rod, My&ta. IM tara _ 

3.20 CRAB AND LOBSTBl A1SENBY MAIDEN 
STAKES (3-Y-0: £3,938: im 41) (8) 

1 COUNT IX M0WY A Jan 90-DSwranry [3)2 

2 85+ CROSBY DON 237 E WqmB 90-JFartnoO 

3 34-2 RHAY015 (BR J Dudop 90-J Carrol 3 

4 0+ MAGCFALLS 184 M Fwgbsr90- JTaB7 

5 +64 S0.VER HOPE 11 R Hotenshead 90-AMcCtoOiy (5) 5 

6 352- SPEflKBI'S CHAR 171 (BF) R Crialon 90 — T Sprats 4 

7 4- BMT KALDOUR 207 D Loda &-9 _ ...arttanda 

fl 4 GO POSITIVE 13 Us Gitas8-9-R La«*i 1 

130 BW KaUui 2-1 Spate's Ota. il-4 Bbw. 2+1 Owttr Dm. Eta 
Hope, 2+1 Cota Oe Mmq. l^c Fait. 33-1 fa RKSte 


3.50 STUDFORD LEISURE FEATHERS HOTEL 
HELMS LEY NOVICE FILLIES STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £3,756:5f)(11) 

1 1 CHARL0C LACY 22 (D.S) A Java 90 ._ D Sawney (3) 4 

2 T KASTAWBYiamjSnTM- C UMha (3) 5 

3 1 ROSTS TREASURE 20 (D.S|fift«Nwa 90 ... Al Fatal 11 

4 CALANDO D Lota 8-8_ D Hofaret 1 

5 CARRE POUTER I Baron +6__ J Card 3 

6 2 MAYFAIR BALLB9NA 14 W 6 M Tuns 8-8 □ McGSfir f7) 10 

7 PRMC1PAL DANCER i flow 6-8_SDWfeaw8 

B 3 SUGHTLY DUSTY 10 P Evans « .... J F Egan 2 

9 SOUND'S ACE DSta* 88 .. J Rntag 7 

10 SU5AITS DOWRY TEaaaty 88.-LCtanortB 

11 WESTWOOD WEWJJ fetal 68_ J Fortum 9 

9-4 Ctauto. +1 Ctafan Lacy. Rosa's Treasure, n-2 Kastaray. 81 SigMy 
Dully 12 -1 Mqta Btataa. 14-1 WesMu) We*, i+i otfien 

4.20 HAIffiLErOH UMITB) STAKES 

(£3 t 600:5f)(7) 

1 2230 DOUBLE OSCAR 21 (8.D.F.G) D Wdulls 5+7 Ata Greaves 2 

2 006- DAAWE19B(DJ.G)JGtovar7+4 .. _SDWfearwS 

3 528 MALIBU MAR 4 mJ^EWtaa 8+4. AMy(3l7 

4 0+0 SPENDS) 22 (COJ.fi) Plfens 9+4 _ GDrftefeH 

5 00-4 JENNB1E17 (CD.F.S) C Data 4+1 . DHofend 1 

6 0022 YDWffi fflffl 13IBFJJJ) P Ewns 3+8 J F Egon 3 

7 6220 BRANSION BBWY 20 (P.F.S) J Eyre 3+5 ... . J Quinn 6 
94 Jsrelt 7-2 Data Oscar. 11-2 Baasfan Beny, 6-1 Daw. Spender. 8 1 

Mafeu Mau, 12-1 Yowg 


4.50 STUDFORD WHITE SWAN AMPLEFORTH 
MHIIAN AUCTION MAIDBf STAKES (£4,380:61) (17) 

1 02- FUMTWGCHARGE220JFnrim4+10-NDw5 

2 00+ STAR OF TOE ROAD 212 LU<WWai»4+ia PGoodr(7115 

3 +8 OOLAUM 17 J LoWb 4-9-5-A CalBK 16 

4 08 BOLLM ETHOS 20 T EtaHby 3+13_L Dana* 8 

g 00 CAIEO4MChamer3+13_RFfetaafi 

6 20+ COOL PROSPECT 161 A tetatax) 38-13_T Lucas 10 

7 024- DANGER1IAN291 M WEastafry 3+13 „ S Rnmmore (7) " 

8 648 DL20Btatay9+13- RCochrane 17 

9 HUSSAR Clfronflon 3+13_JFatangU 

10 585- NNfiB DECK 221 (B) Usa J CHS 3+13. S Webster 9 

11 305- NUCLEAR DEBATE 183 Mrs J tanstai 3+13.. J Forme 13 

12 08 TW WOODCOCK 20 J Hanson 3+13-JDSo*i(3)T 

13 + 6LAND RACE ?19 J FotaK 3+8-D Hamson 3 

• 14 5- LAWLESS BRAGET 356 M Meade 3+8 — Rto*if3) 1 

15 2- fflWEHAND284 WlfaBBE3+8___ FLm&U 

16 0+ REPOSE 22fifi«*eyfl388.. KHodgsoiJ 

17 S- TT4QRNTDUN 6B1£ 301 J GoUte 3+8_J F Eflan 11 

7-2 Dfl. 5-1 taefca Debak. Prtie Hand. 6-1 FtoaUng Charge. 8-1 The WMXJtoci. 
1+1 Qtana, u-i Cool PraopeCL island ftaca, i+i retm. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAMERS: D Lota. 6 warns bom 12 nnara. 5D.Cn, J Dunlop. S 
bom 24,313V J Farctem. 5 ban 2i. 218%. B Hatowy. 4 bom 20. 
20.0V fates J RamsdOl. 10 bon 70.14 3%. C Thornton. 3 bom 22. 
136V 

JOCKEYS: J O Smfat 3 mimes bon 9 ndes, 313V M Fenton. 4 
Iron 13.30.8V D HoHato. 7 from 24.28.2V D Itareon. 5 from 22. 
2Z7V: Paul Edtay. 6 tern 29,20 7V G DufteHl. 15 bom 76.19.7% 


□ Gyles Parkin received a six-day ban for 
irresponsible riding after passing the post firs! 
on Stuffed in the Copt Hewick Claiming Stakes 
at Ripon yesterday. Stuffed had interfered with 
Hannah's Usher, who was awarded the race, 
inside the final furlong;. Parkin is banned on 
April 25 and from April 27 to May J. 


SSSSliF 


THUNDERER 

2.00 JUSTIN MAC (nap}. 2-30 Lake Kariba. 3.00 
Strong TeL 3.30 Colonel In Chief. 4.00 Kings 
Measure. 4.30 Jigtime. 5.00 Reach The Clouds. 

Carl Evans: 4.30 Jigtime. 


GOING: GOOD 


SIS 


2.00 KENT ELECTRICAL NOVICES HURDLE 

(£4,380:2m) (5 rumors} 

1 1151 KADOU NONANTAS 37(0.3 0 Stamd 5-11-10 J McCtaiy {§§ 

2 2114 JU51D4 MAC 91 (BFW.fiS) J FifrGcnU 7-11-5 

l| A RcobidW 132 

3d321 PREMER CRU11 QXS) M Tunnel 6-11-5PCabeny 119 

41112 MYST1K DAY 167 (F.6) MPipe 4-11-4-R Duiwocfy 122 

5 -546 MWISiOUX 100 P MontoHi +118---ADottai 100 

6-4 KadDO tenanao. +2 UysB Dai. 7-2 Justin Mac. 92 tamer Cru, 2S-i 

IMstauc 


FSEEWQNE 0800 289 892.WILLIAM H9A RULES APPLY PRICES SUfllFCT TO HUCTUAI10N. 


2.30 GRANDHORIE CHILDREN 1ST NOVICES CHASE 

(£4.500:2m) (5) 

1 F103 LAKE KAA&A 13 (BF.D.&S) P Mdiolls 7-n-a . T J Mu 

2 2211 WELSH MARCH 35(01.5] G M Moore +118 ,J( . 

3 3F35 JUDIOOUS NORMAN 18 JAtan 7-118-B Petrel 138 

4 8U33 PATTER MERCHANT IBIfeslRussell +118 —Tfafe 118 

5 332F ZABADI 29 (D-G^ D Mctmiwi 6-118 .... —A Mngita 131 

4-5 Lta Kata. 3-1 welsti Mnti. 7-2 Zabadl. 14-1 JudUous forma 33-1 
Pata Mental 

3.00 ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICES HURDLE (£4,510: 2m 6f) (9) 

1 1141 LORD OF TIC RMS 41 (6J5) 0 Santa +1 MB 

JAMcCafey 

2 537 WRLUXttJBHSlJSf T RastaS-JMD- PDabarg 

33215 SHORE PARTY 14JSU Ttaton+WW 6-11-H) C Ltewdyn 

4320P STROMS TH. 14 (ft M Rpe fl-11-10_RDunnonriy 

55131 KITSUWmE SS(S) DM FresB+11-5-NWNtai 

6 3255 GOODTUE GEORGE 20 (Bf) Ate J Pbmm +118. D 

7 05 JACQUES US LAD 21 lire J Storey+118-B 

fl 01 STOCK OPTION 21 ff)8) Ur* jatrey 5-118_0 Pater 100 

9 P55 7TDG6SFIRSH152 PMental))6-118 -ADtata 106 

94 lanl ffl te ftta. 5-2 MrtWB*+1 Sfere Pany .+1 s«wg Tel +1 w 
Snobe. 12-1 Gorthn Gsoroa, 1+1 Stock Option. 33-i atas 


131 

138 

126 

131 

12 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


ITVUNStS: T EssfartV. B oiflflflra horn 15n»raro.400VPNKtoih. 
3 from 10. 308%, Mfa J Storey. 3 bran ID. 30 OV J FfcfieiaU. 5 
bom 17.29.4%; N Tiriston-Dzulas, 5 iron 19.253V G ffldwds. 32 
bran 159.201%. 

JOCKEYS: M A FttzgnaH. 3 alnnas bran 7 ndes. 12.9V A Pobbn, 
37 bom 176,21OV R Supple, n bom 53.20-0%. R Gflirifry, 9 from 
48.183%. N MBammTbun 27.18 5V 


3.30 HULHOUSE QUARRY HANDICAP CHASE 

(£5.495: 2m 41) (8) 

1 2PPR C0U)Ha.feCt«F4l (C.G^lfiRtchante+H-lOPCartwry 139 

2 -3PF GARNWW 36JD.F.6.S1 H Hendasm +11-10 M A FtegeraU 137 

3 2200 GLEMOTISTOJ.G.Sl PR Write 1+118 N WWmson Qsl 

4 042P EAS8Y JONER 9 (D.F.6,S) S Ksttwil 10-11-7 

ISSDuracb pj 142 

51111 CORSTDN J0KB1 46 (O/.G) L Lingo+1+9 .... R State 138 
BF21U fACHOLAS PLANT 15 (to.FS) J Golde +1+6 S Taykir P) 136 
72S42 BRAMBUBERHY 20 (DJ.G,5) UreS Sreflh +10-3 . R Guest 13= 

fl 3212 MR XMTW1T 35 (CD£S) P Mortenti 11-108 A DoMjln 138 

9-4 CtaMiJota.+1 Gamni+i Easby Jcte, 7-1 Cotota h Owl. Wctxitas. 
Pari. +1 BomMebeny. Mr KmmL 1+1 SKsnot 

4.00 MACLAYS BREWERY EVELYN MATTHEWS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£5.150: 2m 6Q (6) 

1 FUTO THE LAST FUMG 15 IPJfij] MBS Snuti+iMORfiiBsl 13? 

2 OdlO R1WAWAY PETE 30 (Ffi)Mtae+11-9... R Dumoufy Tt3£] 

3 -115 AfflRONM 31 [Ol.GraJJ Dwell+]18 .... PCWwiyW 

4 1116 BOLD CLASSIC 15 (BF88lS)J Atari+11-5 __ B Powfl 12£> 

5 1-23 ZAKDER 34JC.B N Twcfrin-Danes +1 f-4 C Liawtfyn 130 

E 1410 KINGS MEASURE 55 (fijS) J Jaltaragn + 11-1 _L Wyer 122 

9^ Ktogi MaaawB. 11-4 Aronmav. +1 Bold Cfe*. 11-3 Rutwnr Para. +1 
Zanta. 1+1 Tha La Rug 

4.30 ROYAL SCOTS DRAGOON GUARDS CUP 
HUNTERS CHASE (Amateurs: £3,870; 3m 31110yd) (8) 

1 3111 HfeNAYMAN 25 K Anfanan +128 

25U21 FORDSTDWN14 (D.F.S) J Bardsf +125 1g, 

3 1-fl JIGTfag 11 B31.ea J teotts 9-12-3 ■ l»M Bretana B) HSl 

4 6124 ACROSS 1W CARD 35 (FJSJCRmay 1+128 

Mbs fl Ramsay (71 117 

54P8 BUCKBQARD BOUNCE 71 (BF.F.S1 C Btohatis 12-128 

MrS Draaek 131 127 

6 -013 EASTLANDS HHJ6HT 34P (QJi) J Stamtav +128 ■ 

Mr T Merman (7) 

7 /111 SATK LDUER 20P (F.G511*5 S Dal 10-128 IS 5 SMes - 

BS5U TARTAN TRADEWNDS 31 WAS) G RKtaib 11-12-0 

Mi A Patter (7) 109 

11-10 JfiUme. +1 Hmayman. +1 Sate Lora. 7-1 T*tan TraHwiwa. i+i 
FvdsfrMi, Buettxiaid Bailee. 2+1 Across Tic Cam. Extents hk«m 

5.00 FRIB1DLY HOTELS NOVICES HANDICAP 

HURDLE (£4,289:2m 4!) (B) 


1 F421 VERDUN Zfl (6) 

2 3D1 LORD YORK 42 f 


Hhtntieowi + 1 M 0 __ma 

(D£)T Footer+11-7__ P 


111 

107 


s&Grai __ ___ 

: .G)T tabby6-1M .. LWyra TI9 


I Mrs S SmflJl+11-4 _ R GUSt 104 


3 1104 SWEPGSm.YT5| 

4 5ZUS SQLLWISE18 (ff.l _ 

5 3443 WIUS 30 Dtfctasni 5-11-2 Ataattre 317 

B 4214 MaTEMISONfflff)MittiimaKl+lHl_RfiSiw 116 

7 22E3 USUEKHG35(5)PMot*6-1+6 __ 

fl 2523 REACHTHECU3(7B4 (BFJB) J Upson 6-10-1 _ RGm* W 
7-2 Urt YM. +i vnflan. 11-2 Smag Gent* +i famus. kqu Kta. M 
RbjiSi ill? Qguds, H SUtace, j+i MeftemfaHL 


Blinkered first tune 

THIRSK: 4 50 Kingc Check 


nrnruieunuuBWMyiM *» 1 
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44 SPORT 


equestrianism 

Whitaker in 
charge 
from first 
to last 

From Jenny MacArthur 

IN HELSINKI 

AFTER one of the most 
spectacular of his many feats 
of horsemanship. John 
^hitaker. of Great Britain, 
has moved into the lead for 
the Volvo Wozld Cup after 
winning the opening speed 
leg yesterday on the 19-year- 
old Virtual Village 
Grannusch. 

Whitaker, the winner in 
1990 and 1991 on Milton, had 
the disadvantage of going 
first in the 41-strong competi¬ 
tion but produced such a fast 
and faultless round that none 
of the 40 who followed — 
including Hugo Simon of 
Austria, on ET, the defending 
champions — could match his 
performance, it is the first 
time in the 20-year history of 
the World Cup that tike first 
leg has bear won from the 
front 

“If I had to do it again. I'd 
tzy to ride it exactly the same," 
Whitaker. 42, said. “I thought 
my time was beatable—I just 
hoped I would be in the top 
five." 

The two favourites. Ludger 
Beerbaum, of Germany, and 
Simon both incurred four 
faults at fence No 2. Rodrigo 
Pessoa, of Brazil, and Lars 
Nieberg, of Germany, came 
closest to Whitaker’s time to 
take second and third places. 

The most influential fence 
was No 7a. a triple bar off a 
comer, which numbered 
Michael Whitaker among its 
many victims. His horse. Two 
Step, had also spooked at the 
mass of blue flowers decorat¬ 
ing the fences. 

Geoff Biflington and It’s 
Otto, the only other British 
riders here, were caught out 
by tiie difficult striding be¬ 
tween fence Noll and the. 
combination that followed. 
BUlington tried to do it on a 
short four strides instead of a 
long three and ended with 
eight faults. 

John Whitaker’s copybook 
round has persuaded him to. 
use the gelding again for the 
second round tonight, rather 
than the younger but less 
experienced Hayman. If he 
maintains his form. 
Whitaker, whose chances of 
success had looked slim, will 
be within sight of his third 
World Cup. 
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GOLF: ELDER BROTHER HAS FIRST HOLE IN ONE BUT STILL TRAILS SIBLING BY FOUR 

Lynn begins to restore balance 


From Mel Webb 

IN CANNES 

THERE is nothing quite like a 
bit of apod, old-fashioned sib¬ 
ling rivalry to pep up the 
rhythms of Family life, but for 
those living in tiie middle of it, 
it can get horribly tedious. 
Take the Lynn family, of 
Billinge, in ihe North Mid¬ 
lands, for example. It contains 
two brothers, Simon, three 
years younger than David: 
both are golf professionals. 
They are similar in many 
ways, but what distinguishes 
Lynn Minor from his big 
brother is his uncanny ability 
to have holes in one. Yesterday 
Lynn Major went some way to 
restoring the balance. 

David Lynn had played four 
holes in the first round of the 
Cannes Open here when his 
big moment came. On the par- 
three 5th he drew a seven-iron 



Lynn: first hole in one 


from his bag. set the ball on its 
tee peg and produced a pleas¬ 
antly smooth swing. He has 
hit such a shot a thousand 
times before, but never has the 
ball ended in tiie hole as this 
one did after hitting terra 
firma six feet from the flag- 
stick and rolling gently into 
the cup. 

Lynn was pleased to save a 
couple of shots to par. delight¬ 
ed to be playing himself into 
contention in the tournament, 
but most of all he was abso¬ 
lutely beside himself with glee 
that at last he had the means 
to persuade his brother to put 
a sock in it “It was on the flag 
from the moment I hit it." he 
said, with an air of quiet 
satisfaction. 

‘Simon's had five holes in 
one, including three in one 
two-month spell." Lynn said. 
I'm just glad to get it out of 
the way; I was getting a bit 
sick of him coming home and 


boasting that he’d got another 
one. Perhaps this mil shut 
him up for a bit” Fat chance, 
David—he is still leading 5-1. 

The ultimate golf stroke 
helped Lynn, in ms first full 
season on the PGA European 
Tour after finishing seventh 
on last years Challenge cir¬ 
cuit to share the lead on 67, 
four under par, with Jeff 
Remesy. of France, Robert 
Allen by. of Australia, and the 
Indian. Jeev Milkha Singh, 
one ahead of Peter Lonard and 
Wayne Wesmer. 

Holes in one on the Euro¬ 
pean Tour are surprisingly 
common, but the odds of 
having two in a round go 
beyond the merely astronomi¬ 
cal. Lynn, 24, almost did it 
here —■ his six-iron tee-shot on 
the 8th stopped only six inches 
from the hole. If it had gone in. 
brother Simon, a Hippo Tour 
player, would have been si¬ 
lenced for ever. 

Lynn's career has not pro¬ 
ceeded at anything like the 
same pace as that of a former 
team-mate in the England 
Youth amateur team. Lee 
Westwood was beaten by 
Lynn in the quarter-finals of 
the English Amateur champ¬ 
ionship at Satin ton five years 
ago, but has since gone on to 
win large bundles of currency 
ail over the planet while Lynn 
has struggled to make a name 
for himself. With one stroke, 
he at least ensured that he will 
henceforth be a little more 
famous in his own family. 

Lynn had three birdies and 
a solitary bogey in addition to 
the ace that he drew from his 
pack. U had been a decent sort 
of a round, he said with a 
slightly insouciant air. Not too 
many mistakes, nothing in tiie 
way of a calamity. Even the 
bogey had been the result of a 
small stroke of ill-fortune in 
that he found himself in a 
bunker with an insufficiency 
■ of that which all bunkers need 
above all else — sand. The 
result was a thinned shot that 
sent tiie ball skittering all but 
out of control across the green. 
A missed eight-foot putt did 
not help, either. 

Lynn and the others who 
put themselves atop the 
leaderboarti did well to com¬ 
bat some awful conditions. 
This is the French Riviera, 
where the sun is supposed to 
shine; surly clouds, rain, bit¬ 
ing cold and a blustery wind 
are not the idea at all Cannes? 
This was more like Skegness 
in November. Roll on next 
Monday — at least irs only 
snowing in England. 



Andrew Coltart hides his face in disbelief after taking a double-bogey five at the 2nd 

Rose lives up to his billing 


JUSTIN ROSE, the 17-year- 
old prodigy whom Peter 
McEvpy rates the equal at this 
stage in his career of Nick 
Faldo and everybody since, 
duly won the McEvoy Trophy, 
pulling clear of his rivals at 
Copt Heath with a burst late 
In the thud and final round 
that was worthy of his status 
as a Walker Cup player (John 
Hopkins writes). Rose had a 
last round of 71. level par. and 
a 54-hole total of 215. two over 
par. 

David Griffiths, who 
reached the semi-final of the 
Amateur Championship last 
summer, was one stroke 
behind, paying for a poor 


second round, a 76. He 
bounced back by equalling the 
lowest score of the day in the 
third round, a 68, but it was 
too late. Simon Robinson, 
from Seaton Carew, alsohada 
68. Jamie Elson, the son of Pip. 
was third, one stroke behind 
Griffiths. 

Rose’s first victory in this 
event was a good effort He 
had everything to lose in the 
sense that, as the player with 
the lowest handicap, he was 
expected to win and in view of 
his flight this morning to 
Perth, Australia, to represent 
Europe in a Ryder Cup-style, 
amateur competition against 
southern Asia and the Pacific. 


This is a nice tournament, 
prestigious, and I have not 
won it before." Rose said T 
know a lot of people expected 
me to win. but there are a lot of 
good youngsters playing." 

If there was one hole where 
Rose made sure of victory, it 
was the long 15th. He had 
dropped four strokes in the 
previous six holes and Ken, 
his father, who was pulling his 
trolley, was looking worried. 
But Rose birdied and sank a 
15-foot putt for a birdie on the 
J7th as welL Not even hitting a 
past and the present president 
of the English Golf Union 
with his drive at the last could 
stop him winning. 


EXCLUSI’VE COMPETITION 


THE mm TIMES 



T he results of the Argentine Grand Prix appear 

below with M Hakiinen leading the drivers an 479 
points and McLaren on 85 points. G Moschefla of 
Bedford wins of a trip for two to the British Grand Prix. 
His team. GMRH. scored 917 points at Buenos Aires. For 
the chance to win a classic Ferrari 328 GTB or a trip to the 
1999 Australian or Monaco Grands Prix enter for the San 
Marino Grand Prix before Thursday April 23. 


THEAaastTlMES Follow the instructions and tap in your 12 selections in turn. 

The order in which you register your first three drivers will 
be your predictions for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd finishing places 
for the grands prix where bonus points apply. Cheddme 
Check your soon? after the Argentine race by calling 0891 
884 648 (+44 990100 348 ex UK) using your PIN. Faxback 
Service Cali our faxback service on 0991 III 444 (UK only. 



nWP.VLh ONE 


To Enter Pick six drivers and six constructors, three from each of 
tire four groups beknv, right UK readers can enter by calling 
089140 50 01 (Rol +44 990 W0 311) using a Touch-tone tdepbone- 


Faxback calls cost El/min). Transfers Change up to four selections 
before the San Marino Grand Prix race fry calling 0891555 994 
(+44 990100 394 ex UK) before noon on Thursday April 23 with 
your PIN(s). The updated leadertioard will appear next Friday. 


DHWEHto QmdHyhm point* (acored by quaflying for ihe start ol each grand 
pto within the firat 20 poaflwis on tte grid): Pate DCoutthard 30 points; . 

2nd M SchumaShar 25; 3rt M Hakktnen 24; 4th E Mn 23; Sth R Schumacher 
22; 6th HH Frentran 21; 7th J VBeneuve 20; Bth A Wtoz 19; 9th D HB18; 

10th G fisfchete 17; 11th J Atari 18; 12th J Hubert 15; 13tti T Takagl14; 
RBanlchoDo 13; ISthO Parts 1Z; IGthJTnjtt H; 17th M Sato ICfcl Sth PtXntrfl'. 
18 th SNafcarw 8; 20(h ETusra 7. HnMriOB points (scored for the top 20 
ctaaslftod positions a the and ol awry grand prix* la M Schumacher 60 points; 
2nd M HakWrwn SO; 3rd E (nine 40; 4th A Wun30; 5th J Nest 29; 

Hh D COutthad 2& 7th G RsichsUa 27; «h O HH 26; 9th HR Frenteen 25; 

10 th R Bfflricheflo 24; 11th JTruffl 23; 12th T Taka# 13th S Nakarto 21; 

14th ft Roasat 20; 15th O Ranis 19. (Only 15 ware cfasatfled. O ftnia was 
daastfed rtthough he did not finish tha race). Lap points (one point tor eacii lap 
completed): M Schumacher 72 points; M HakWnen 72; E liv<ne72;AWurz72: 
a Atari 72; O Couflhmd 72; G Fbtchefa 72; D HtS 71; HH Ramzan 71; 
panfrichnBa 70: J TmB 70: TTateni 70: S Mafcano S9: R Hosset 68:0 Parts 65: 
ETuero63; JVBeneuw 52; J Herbert 46; fl Schumacher Z£ MSato IS; 

[ ibiaqnmsan 17: P Dirtz 13. hMprewam o wtfroci «ttetom<todtaffcitohfaq 


i (3 points far each Improved place): R Rosset 21 points; JAlesi 18; 
SNdceno 18: jTruHI15:A Wun 12: R Bwrfcheflo 12:0 Rsfchaia 9; 

M Schumacher 3: M HakMnan 3; E Irvine 3; D HB 3 T Takagi a Fastest lap time 
(X grand prtt: A WUtz 10 points. pota to . InddattiBBuWng in a drtw 

btfng mada to start Iron* back at grid or p* tans (10 points deducted); non& DM 
aaMMsfathoraco (10 points deducted): P Dint:-10 points: J Magnusaan -10; 
MSrto-10; R Schumacher-10; J Herbert-10; J VDteneuva -iCh E Tuera -10: 

O Panis -10. H u t stor U na nftor ipM Wfrlna (10 points deducted): none. 
Spoodbg hi KM pit ton (5 points deducted!: HH Ftentm -5 pcrima. 

CUBA rWUCTOBS F M ri l ing potato (scored far the A m t c a r only In the top 20 
positions at the end of awry grand prix): Rnart 30 points; McLaren 25; Benetton 
23 ; Sawber 22; Jordan 1ft Wfiams 18; Stewart 17; Prost 16; TyTrefl 15; Minardi 

14 Pwmfit pofcto meldenl resulting in a car being made to start from back of 
grid or pmane(10polrte daducted): none. Whnln n Wn n of ne ar dm Ihm Hie 
rmcm (io points daducted): Arrows -20 points; Stewart -10; Jordan -10: 
ggAer-IO: Wfflams-10; Mnanfl -10; Praet-10.Hot storting after qnaByfcm 
(10 poWs deducted): none Speeding hi the pft tom (5 points deduaed): 
yflEara-5 points- _ 

BONUS F0M1S apply to 8b grands prix during tha 1998 Formula Ono 

tfw second rt which is tho Spanish GP.Corrnca y pra dl ctoiy 
r 100 points second pteco: 200 points: third pjace; 300 points 


1 . .. ... 1 

II : MAKE THREE SELECTIONS FROM 

n 

I EACH OF THE FOUR GROUPS BELOW | 

The first column of figures after the names below, 
shows the Fantasy Formula One race scores for the 
Argentine GP. The second column shows iiie total 

points in the competition so far 





DRIVERS 



|| GROUP A J 

1 GROUP B II 

OIDHffl 

118 

230 

12AWurz 

143 

382 

02 M Schumacher 

160 

317 

13 R Schumacher 

34 

52 

03 D Coutthard 

130 

410 

14 .J Tram 

119 

169 

04 G FisicheJla 

12S 

300 

15 J Herbert 

51 

260 

05 J VHleneuve 

62 

295 

16 MSato 

18 

57 

06 O Pans 

86 

275 

17PDWz 

12 

17 

07 H-H Frentocn 

112 

363 

18 J Magnusaan 

7 

130 

08 E Irvine 

138 

374 

i9TTakagi 

109 

133 

09 M Hakkinen 

148 

479 

20 ft Rosset 

109 

169 

lOJAIesi 

135 

307 

21S Nakano 

115 

116 

11 RBanicheno 

119 

182 

22ETuero 

80 

119 


CONSTRUCTORS 



|| GROUP C | 

I GROUP D |l 

23 WBbms 

3 

49 

29 Sauber 

12 

31 

24 Ferrari 

30 

67 

30 Arrows 

■20 

-70 

25 Benetton 

23 

56 

31 Stewart 

7 

■6 

26 McLaren 

25 

85 

32TyrreU 

15 

-30 

27 Jordan 

9 

-2 

33 Minardi 

4 

-41 

28 Prost 

6 

-8 
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Time catches 
up on Faldo 
and Norman 


G olf can resemble 
boxing in the way in 
which two competi¬ 
tors can turn a tournament 
into a personal contest This 
is what Tom Watson and 
Jack Nicklaus did at Turn- 
berry in tiie 1977 Open, 
when they had a thrilling 
and before Watson won by 
one stroke. Hubert Green 
was third. 11 strokes behind. 

A more recent example 
occurred in the Masters two 
years ago. when Nick Faldo 
and Greg Norman were, to 
all intents and purposes, the 
only combatants on the final 
afternoon. Norman, who 
had begun with a six-stroke 
lead, eventually lost to Faldo 
by five shots. It was one of 
the most remarkable col¬ 
lapses in sport never mind 
golf. At Augusta Last week, 
the thought occurred: did 
they take so much out of 
each other that their careers 
effectively ended then? 

The evidence suggests 
that they have been emo¬ 
tionally spent ever since. 
Neither survived for more 
than two rounds at the 1997 
or I99S Masters. Each has 
missed the cut in three of the 
eight major championships 
since 1996. 

Faldo, who win be 41 in 
July, cannot summon up his 
competitive desire in the 
way he once could. Split as 
he is between Europe and 
the United Stales, he cuts 
something of a foriom fig¬ 
ure at times. He talks of 
practising hard, of his game 
improving, yet the reality is 
that Colin Montgomerie 
overtook Faldo as Europe's 
leading contender in major 
championships some time 
ago and now Lee Westwood 
has passed him. too. 

Norman is 43 and increas¬ 
ingly appeals to be mote 
motivated by his growing 
golf-led business interests. 
He employs 50 people in 
offices in Florida. New York 
and Sydney and his empire 
has an income of $1 mflllad 
each day. “There are times 
when I could hang 'on up 
[his golf shoes] right now,’' 
he said recently. "I get as 
excited going in to negotiate 
a business deal as I do on a 
golf course." 

Though golf enables play¬ 
ers to perform at their best 
far later in life than most 


JOHN HOPKINS 



Golf Commentary 


sports, there is. nonetheless, 
a moment when Father 
Time blows the whistle. For 
Johnny McDermott it came 
soon after be had won the 
US Opens of 1911 and 1912. 
lie never won anything 
after that. Tony Jack!in, who 
bad won the 1969 Open and 
1970 US Open, was never 
the same after Lee Trevino 
had chipped in on the 71st 
hole of the 1972 Open at 
Muirfield. Jacklin, then 28. 
was finished. 

The exception remains 
Jack Nicklaus. who was first 
written off in the late Seven¬ 
ties, only to return, aged 40. 
with victories in two major 
championships in three 
months in 1980 — the US 
Open and the US PGA. 

H e was written off 
again in the next 
few years, only to 
win the Masters in 1986 
when he was 46. One is 
scared to say anything about 
Nicklaus because there he 
was again at Augusta last 
Sunday, when Norman and 
Faldo had long since quit 
the scene, challenging for 
the lead at the age of 58. 
Nicklaus is astonishing. 

I hope that Faldo still has 
one last major champion¬ 
ship in him. 1 admire Nor¬ 
man. too. and were he to win 
a third major it would be no 
more than he deserves. To 
be a footnote in golfing 
history is a harsh judgment 
on such a talented man. But 
if either wins another major 
championship it will be a 
surprise. The 1996 Masters 
finished them both off 


HOCKEY: CHANCES OF UNIQUE TREBLE DAMAGED BY ENGLAND COACH’S RUUNG 

Slough stripped of internationals 


SLOUGH will be missing five interna¬ 
tional players for the EHACup semi-final 
against Loughborough Students on April 
26. But Sue Chandler, the captain, said 
that they would not boycott the tie. 

The loss of England's best players 
follows a ruling by Maggie Souyave, the 
national coach, that the World Cup squad 
must sit out the rest of the domestic 
season. 

Stephen Barlow, the competitions and 
events manager at the English Hockey 
Association, said that there were no plans 


By Cathy Harris 

to change the dates for the semi-finals or 
the final on May 10. 

“We felt that's when it should be 
played," he said. “We’re standing film." 

Slouch, who are on course for a unique 
domestic treble, will be without Karen 
Brown, Jane Smith and Mandy Nicholls, 
along with Sue MacDonald, of Scotland, 
and Sarah Kelleher. of Ireland, who also 
have international commitments. 

Hightown. the cup-holders, who are 


drawn away to Clifton in a repeat of last 
year's final, will lose Tma Cullen, their 
captain and striker, and Carolyn Reid, 
their goalkeeper. 

In tire inter-league play offs, which start 
at Milton Keynes tomorrow, three teams 
with previous national league experience 
— Exmouth, Liverpool and St Albans — 
are among the six chibs in action. The two 
winners of five cross-over matches on 
Sunday qualify for division two. 

wrmtEAOUE PLAY-OFFS; Pool A Liverpool Sefton SI 
Afca%. west Witney. Pool B: Hampton m AjcWr ' 
Exmouth 
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Unhappy Howells 
gives Gross 
more problems 

By Matt Dickinson and David Mahoock 


CHRISTIAN GROSS’S au¬ 
thority at Tottenham Hotspur 
has been undermined by 
another scathing attack from 
v; one of his players. Spurs travel 
^ to Barnsley tomorrow for a 
crucial game in their struggle 
to stay in the FA Carling 
Premiership, but their prepa¬ 
rations have been overshad¬ 
owed by internal bickering 
with David Howells the latest 
to vent his unhappiness. 

After proving his fitness for 
the reserves this week, after 
breaking a rib. Howells ex¬ 
pected to be in contention for 
the first team tomorrow. The 
midfield player discovered 
yesterday, however, that he 
would not even travel to 
Yorkshire in the 18-man 
^ squad, and he is furious that 
" he has not been given any 
explanation for his omission. 


This is a massive disappoint¬ 
ment,” he said. “I am 
flabbergasted. 

“I don’t know iF that is the 
way he always treats players, 
but while Christian Gross is 
manager. I cant see a future 
for me. I’m devastated and I 
just don’t understand. It’s like 
hitting your head against a 
brick wall. 

The only time he spoke to 
me about it. he said he didn't 
have to give me a reason. 1 just 
have to accept it, end of story. 
He asked me if I wanted to see 
him and I said no. If I had. 
there would have been some 
strong words and ii's obvious 
he isn’t going to change his 
mind. Even if he took me, he 
wouldn’t play me.” 

Howells is out of contract at 
the end of the season, and his 
refusal to accept a new offer 


Financial deal likely 
to avert breakaway 


By John Goodbody . 


THE threat of a split in the 
Football League receded yes¬ 
terday as the 72 member dubs 
moved towards agreement 

David Sheepshanks, the 
League's chairman, said that 
he was “very hopeful” of 
reaching a settlement in two 
weeks' time. This would then 
be ratified at the League’s 
annual meeting on June 6 

Sheepshanks, of Ipswich 
Town, said that he did not 
believe that it was ever the 
wish of the Nationwide 
League first divsion dubs to 
break away from die other 
two divisions. This is now 
extremely unlikely.” he said. 

Ever since the FA Carling 
Premiership began in 1992 
and its dubs succeeded in 
massively increasing their 
television sponsorship in¬ 
come; there has been tension 
between the Premiership 
dubs and those in the Foot¬ 
ball League enviously eyeing 
the riches of the elite. 

Some first division dubs 


_ BASEBALL _ 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Qndnnab 4 Houston 
1. Florida 3 PWadelphia 2. Montreal 4 
M4waut.ee 3. Atlanta 7 Pnsbungh 0: NY 
Msts 3 Ctxago Cuba I. San Obqo 1 Son 
■j Francisco 0 Postponed. Si Lotas v 
v Arcona. Colorado v Los Angeles 
AMERICAN LEAGUE: NY Y*rt«* B 
Anaiwm 3. Boston 4 Oakland 3: Chicago 
Wide Sox. 7 Baltimore 6. Seattle 5 
Cleveland 3. Kansas City 7 Toronio3, Texas 
7 Detroit 3 

BASKETBALL 

NATtONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA) Mfwau- 
kf-e t)7 Boston 109. Wasrtngion 101 
Cleveland 93. ChartoUe 109 New Jereey 
103. Ortando 99 Mian* 87. OeBort 
87 Chicago 79. tndena B2 Atlanta 70. 
PhM'iu 96 Denver 89. Golden State 93 LA 
Clippers TO 


have wondered whether they, 
toa could not break away 
from the other two divisions 
and seize a greater share of 
the television and sponsor¬ 
ship money. 

Sheepshanks admitted yes¬ 
terday that there were some 
remaining difficulties which 
had to be ironed out How¬ 
ever. he said that the Football 
League board bad brought 
the two sides together and an 
acceptable financial formula 
was now much closer. 

The proposal that the first 
division should earn 97^ per 
cent and the remaining two 
divisions 2h. per cent of the 
television money was “unpal¬ 
atable and unworkable”. 

Sheepshanks said that the 
League’s ambition was to re¬ 
establish links with the Pre¬ 
mier League. "An opportunity 
was lost two years ago when 
die board deckled to do the 
television deal on its own 
rather than with the Premier 
League.” he said. 


earlier this year may be be¬ 
hind Gross* decision. The 30- 
year-old, who has played more 
than 250 league games for 
Spurs, could expect a lucrative 
move under the Bosman rul¬ 
ing in the summer, but he is 
adamant diet he wants to stay 
at the club he joined as a boy. 

The club made me one 
offer which I did not accept, 
but you usually negotiate from 
there." he said. “Hopefully, 
the reason l am being left out 
is not to do with the contract. 1 
don’t want to play for anyone 
else." 

Chris Armst ron g and 
Darren Andcnon' have also 
been critical of Gross, but the 
Spurs manager yesterday dis¬ 
missed their complaints. “I 
understand that players are 
not happy if they are not 
picked," he said, “but they 
have to be patient At least it 
shows they are ambitious." 

Manchester United moved 
closer to signing Jaap Stam, 
the PSV Eindhoven centre- 
half, after talks between the 
player and his dub yesterday. 
Stam has agreed to waive his 
right to 15 per of the transfer 
fee and Eindhoven have 
agreed to let him leave for a fee 
of around £9 million. 

The cost of die transfer will 
be eased by incoming capital 
from die sale of Karel 
Poborsky to Benfica. United 
had threatened to take the 
Portuguese club to court after 
they failed to receive a penny 
of the £3 million fee for the 
winger, but Keith Cooper, a 
Uefa official, confirmed that 
Benfica will pay the first 
instalment within the next 
week. 

Roma. the Italian dub. are 
preparing a £3 million offer 
for Savo Milosevic, the Aston 
Villa and Yugoslavia striker, 
this summer. Milosevic has 
been told by John Gregoiy. the 
Villa manager, that he has no 
future at the dub.' 

Jamie Redknapp. the Liver¬ 
pool midfield .player, has 
agreed to sign a new five-year 
contract with the dub. The 
deal is worth around £4 
million to the player. 


FOR THE RECORD 


BOWLS 


BLACKPOOL BOROUGH: Professional 
Bouts Association ptavftte (for the i nw- 
rwiwnal C\x*i in October) Brtf toun& 
Section one: P Bream (Scot) W G 
Donaldson (Scot) 7-5. 3-7. 7-4: J Reynolds 
(Engl tt R Antrwny (Eng) 7-3. 7-4; A 
McCsriey I Wales) 0) G CampbeS (Soot) 7-1. 
7-2- J Bonatli (Wales) bt P Murey (Scot) 7- 
1 7-3. K* “ 

3.7-8.G-- -- 

1. tr 7. 7-t. M Oliver (Wales) 

Si’ 

(Scot) . - . - 

Kennedy fScou w K Gates 

(ScoO « J Hurf (L-w. ■ 

Stephens (Wales) bi D Caron (Engl 7-1.1-7. 
7-5. J Nebod Orel M S Thomsen iScaj 7-t. 
7-3 Section three: EVoreterman (Eng) WR 
McCudwon are) 5-7. 7-3. 7-4: J MdJrtie 
(Scat) bf P Crawford (Seen) 7-6,5-7,7-5JJJ 
5c*U (trel W I Bel (ScoO 7-6. 7-4. S Hazsll 
(Eng) M B Hay (Eng) M. 7-4 J Fort* 
. — — (Engl 7-2. 7-d. S 


igi 

7-b, 7-2. G Wiggins (Scot) bt J Gfmartin 
a I 7-6. 5-7. 7-3. Section two: 5 
- silEng) 7-4.7-3. D 
(Eng) 7-3. 7-6: K 
ion (Eng) 7-1.1-7. 


(Wales) bt P 


Marled 
D 

7-4' 

7-5 


Lockhart (Eng) 7-6. 7-6. 

__ ,_j) bi C Muray (Scot I 7-3. 

F<sfi (US) bl D May (Eng) 0-7, 7-6. 
Second round: Section two: P 
Ciroeniet (Wales) tt D Bolt (Ertg) 7-0. 5-7. 
7-3 Section three: D Hdl (EngJ & A 
Gowshau (Eng) 7-t. 7-3. 

CRICKET 

UNIVERSITY MATCHES (Bnal dav at 
rtvec-l Fenner8: NoflharaplonsiwB 122-3v 
Camendge Urwerwiy No ptay yestento. 
ram Maich drawn The Perks: Sussex 182 
4 <1 Oxford Unwersty. No ptey yesterday, 
rain Maichdtaivn ___ 

CYCLING 


CEBU: Tour ol the Phippines: Firs* stage 
ll9030wni. 1. A Quarmw fW| 4lw 58mm 


42sec 2, A DavadBa (PW). 3. N E Rosa 
(Malaysia) bah ai seme time; 4, G Espnu 
(PM) at Ssec. OveraB positions: 1. Querim* 
5hr aim 52sec: Z DaredUa at 7sec, 3. 
RosS 23. 

FOOTBALL 

Cup Wlntiefs'Cup 

SemMinate, second leg 

L MOSCOW (0) 0 STUTTGART (1| 1 
16.000 W*24 

(VIB SluKpori win3-l oragg) 

Wednesday's late results 
EUROPEAN CUP: SemWhato. second 
leg: AS MOnaco 3 Juwrtus 2 Wiwerti* win 
6-4 on sqm. Borussfo Dortmund 0 Reel 
Madrid 0 (Reel Madnd wm 24) on agg) 
VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Dover 0 Ket- 
temng 0 Southport 1 Chefienham 2 
UNIBOND LEAGUE: Premier dhrlston: 
GakKtxmigh 3 Lagh FMI ft ftacfcWte 1 
Barrow 2. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Conwy 0 Caernarfon 
2. Cwmbran 1 Ebbw Vale 2 FTtnt Town 1 
Bangor City 4 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Fast 
dfvfeaon: OysterP*** ZMttwatCt. (pStmch 
1 LuTOn 2 Southarpton 4 West. Ham 0. 
Tottenham 6 Swindon 2 
PONTTN’S LEAGUE: Premier dhriston: 
Derby 3 Tranmera 1. Notim Fores 2 
Everton 3; Sheffield Wed 3 Preston 0. Flret 
division: Port Vale 2 Grimsby 1 Second 
cMNon: Btadpcd 2 Cartole 2. Third 
dMstorc Bury 1 Wigan 2 Newcastle 2 
Scarborough 3. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE: 
Rial division. Croc* 1 Ponrth 2 Durham 3 
FTTM Nawcaale 1. Jarrow flooring 4 Mutton 
l. Tew Law 4 Seaham Red Slat 1 League 
Cup: Semi-blab South SheWs 2 Dunston 
Federation 2 (Durtslon Federation wort 5-4 
on pens). ___ 

WTBTUNK EXPRESS ALLIANCE: Slapaiv 
hit 0 WHenhaU 2 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Jersey under-11 
tesbvat Newbury 3 Jersey 2. B*shop 
Auckland 1 Grave^wn 5. RynTOiilD 4 
Ttunock 1 Redbndge 1 Walsatf t. WaBh- 
ir^ron 0 Gtoocesler 3. Wes) CorrwraU 1 

Spen VaSey 6 Yeowl 3: Motion 3 BrtdgpwMr 
ftManchaster t NewHain 2 BomN 1 
Bshop Auckland i: Gatwhead 3 Vale ol 
White Hotsb 0. C^mbndge 3 FVn»m 2 
Donc^lef 1 East ConewaB 1. MerOate l 


BtadSuro t IsJe ol wi^ 4. Isle ol Wight B 0 
Doncaster B 5 

COPA UBEHTADORES: Second mund. 

(CWe) 1. Vasco da Gem 
(BO 1: Cetro Poneno (Par) 1 Amwca CaB 
Jcoft O: Nacjcnal (Urn) 1 Gierruo (Br) 1 
□ AS otfxif games pcxXponert 


GOLF 


CANNES OPEN: Leadng toUtxmd 
scores (GB and ba unless stated): 67: D 
Lynn, R Alentoy (Aus), J Remesy (Fr). J 
Sngh 68: W Westner (SA) 60: D 
Chopra (Swe). R JacQuefin. (Frt. M-A Martin 
(Sp4, M Lono (NZ), M Davte. T Level (Fi). S 
Luna (Spl: Saturer (GeO, A Sandywei. 7ft 
M RosTr Cotea. H ThU (Ger). S Webster. D 
Gitord, G Tuner (NZ). J Kaaggman (Swe). 
M Fany (Fr), J %«ice, M Campbell (N2). O 
Montes' (Fr). J Tonnsand 
(FO 71:M Moutand.AI 
S Alan (Aus). C Marine 
Rabcav C Van der vade 
J Lomas 



!N2). 

F Tamajd 
ID, S Cage, 
i. E Darcy. J 
i). PMttchel. 


COPT HEATH: McEvoy Trophy: Laadfoo 
(Inal scores: 215: J Rose (North Hanoi 75. 
69.71.21ft 0 Gnffrths (West Hens) 72.76. 
66 217: J Bson (Xeniworth) 74. 72. 71. 
219: T Hflon (East Sussex National) 
75.74.70 220: N Dougherty (Shew HBI 75. 
70.75 221: J Yotk (WON Hens) 74,75. 72. 
A Frayn (Si MaOon) 74. 74. 73 222 D 
Porter (Sfoneham) 76.76,70: M HumpWes 
(WheatiM) 75. 72. 75 22a G Harts 
‘ - 75, 76. 72 224; S Robinson 

^arew) 79, 77, 68 G Edwards 
Bay) 77. 73. 74. S Gory 
75. 74. 75 225: S Grewe) 
. _ . 79. 7ft 70. D Barton (Roahmere) 

74. 78.73. A Smith (Erwfle) 75. 7ft 74 


_ HOCKEY _ 

MELBOURNE: Colorado Cup: Australia 4 
Argentina 4. ktcka 2 New Zealand 2 
Standtiigs: 1. Australia 4pls: 2. Inda 4. 3. 
Argentina 1. 



ICE HOCKEY 


LJUBLJANA. StovenUc Woild champ¬ 
ionship: Pool B: Estonia 2 Norway 1: 
SkMrta 3 Poland ft Ukraine 8 Great Bntam 
1. Denmark 1 Holland ft Greal Brian 7 
Denman.». Estonia 4 Holbnd2 
NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): FNtsbugh 5 
Tampa Bay 1: Boston 6 Montreal 2 New 
jareey 5 Burtata 4 (OT). NY Hangars 4 NY 
lstattfara 2. Toronto 3 Chicago 2, Dtfto 3 
Denofl 1: Calgay 3 San Jose 3 (OT): 
Edmortcn 5 Anaheim 3. Los Angeles 2 
Vancouver 0 

RUGBY UNION 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMERSHP: First 
division: Bristol 15 Sale 25. 

TENNEWTS PREMIERSHIP: Division lA: 
HawcF 18 Makosa 78 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: Pifr- 
ntiar drwskrr. Heworth 10 Bevartey TO 
Postponed: Wootacn v Wigan St PSjtncks 



The vision and drive of Deakin have ensured a packed Vicarage Road on Sunday. Photograph: Hugh Routledge 

Deakin turns dream into reality 


By Mark Souster 

YOU can foiget Francois 
Pienaar, PhiDipe Sella or 
even Michael Lynagh. With' 
out doubt Saracens’ most 
influential signing of recent 
times has been Peter Deakin. 

Peter who? Deakin. 44. is 
the dub’s rales and market- 
big director whose vision and 
drive have helped to make 
Nigel Wray's dream reality, 
and Saracens perhaps the 
most talked-about rugby 
union dub in England. He is 
an inspirational figure, a 
man possessed of missionary 
zeaL someone who oozes 
enthusiasm and enjoyment in 
what he does. And it is 
infectious. 

Since last August, he has 
been selling Saracens to an 
initially sceptical community 
in Watford and the wider 
rugby public Like B. T. Bar- 
num. he has got the crowds to 
roD up. He has worked his 
magic but there is nothing 
illusory about what he has 
conjured up. with the help of 
a tar-strong marketing team 


and a community develop¬ 
ment programme that is sec¬ 
ond to none, building on the 
achievements of the team. A 
sell-out crowd of almost 
20.000 at Vicarage Road on 
Sunday, when Saracens meet 
Newcastle, and an average 
gate approaching 10.000. are 
testaments to his success. 

Originally from Oldham, 
and steeped in rugby league. 
D eakin impressed Wray by 
the transformation he had 
helped to bring about at 
Bradford Bulls on the advent 
of summer rugby league 
Crowds trebled to 15,000 and 
the sceptics were swiftly 


silenced. “We turned eveiy 
match-day into an event 
embraced the community, 
and we have used the same 
principles at Saracens.” 
Deakin said. 

“At first at Bradford I had 
hate mail from traditionalists 
who hated summer rugby. 
Within 12 months we bad 
won them over. We had 
similar problems with die- 
hards at Saracens but I knew 
that for every one die-hard we 
lost we would pick up 100 
new kids. And that’s what has 
happened.” 

The United States was 
where he was converted. 


Worry over Bracken 


KYRAN BRACKEN may 
miss the England summer 
tour to the southern hemi¬ 
sphere because of a recurring 
shoulder injury (David 
Hands writes). Though 
Bracken was named yester¬ 
day m an unchanged Sara¬ 
cens squad to play Newcastle 
on Sunday, club officials fear 


that he will require an opera¬ 
tion during the dose season. 

Ireland announced yester¬ 
day that Keith Wood, their 
captain and the Harlequins 
hooker, and Jeremy David¬ 
son, the second-row forward 
who has missed foe whole of 
this season, will not tour 
South Africa this summer. 


Deakin went there to pro¬ 
mote a Wigan v Warrington 
exhibition match in 1989 and 
stayed for five years. “The 
way they sold sport was 
exciting and it made a great 
impression on me.” he said. 

During his years tn the US, 
Deakin had involvement 
with the 1994 football World 
Cup organising committee. 
“It didn’t frighten me that 
Saracens had had poor 
crowds and came from a park 
pitch,” he said. “The dub had 
a heritage and a marvellous 
stadium. 

“The community develop¬ 
ment scheme is the cutting 
edge for afl our commercial 
activities. Most dubs just pay 
lip service. It is not just 
switching on the Christmas 
lights for the focal countiL It 
means committing yourself 
to the community you are in. 

“When I started, Nigd said 
to me *1 want this stadium 
full of children and families 
with facilities for a great day 
out enjoying top-quality 
sport*,” Deakin said. On Sun¬ 
day, the boss gets his wish. 


SPOR1 
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Top players 
in call to 
oust board 

■ SNOOKER: A group of 
prominent players, which 
indudes four former world 
champions, yesterday 
formally called for die 
removal of the board of the 
World Professional 
Billiards and Snooker 
Association (WPBSA), the 
game’s governing body, (Phil 
Yates writes). 

Terry Griffiths. Steve 
Davis. Dennis Taylor and 
Stephen Hendry nave 
bear joined by Ronnie 
O’Sullivan, John Higgins, 
Tony Knowles and Jason 
Ferguson in asking for an 
extraordinary meeting of the 
association. The WPBSA 
has three weeks to set a date 
within a three-month 
deadline. 

■ BOWLS: Peter Fish, a 
50-year-old sports facilities 
supplier from Glendale in 

Arizona, appeared to have 
made a wasted journey to 
the Professional Bowls 
Association (PBA) play¬ 
offs at Blackpool this week 
(David Rhys Jones writes). 

He lost the opening set to 
Danny May, from 
Carlisle, the PBA's youngest 
member, who is only IZ 
without scoring a shot May 
held a match lie in the 
second set when Fish scored 
the two shots that he 
needed to square the match, 
and won the decider 7-3. 

David Holt a regular 
international, was stretched 
by Amy Gowshall, one of 
England’s best young 
prospects, who was worth 
more titan the four shots she 
scored in a 7-1,7-3 defeat 

■ HOCKEY: Simon 
Mason, England’s first-choice 
goalkeeper for the World 
Cup in Holland next month, 
will not play in the 
European challenge, a three- 
day tournament starting 
today at the Southgate 
Hockey Centre, where 
Wales. Scotland and France 
provide the opposition 
(Sydney Frisian writes). The 
purpose of Mason’s 
amission is to enable the 
selectors to choose between 
David Luckes and Jimmi 
Lewis for the remaining 
goalkeeper's vacancy. 


SHOOTING 


WaBon 247 32); 2. GB Blue 1344259 (I 

9raw 24632), 3. Australia 1.894 196 (B 

Bowden 242 32) Parts TiU (Teams ol 16. 

700,800 and 900 metres): 1. GB 3,463,395 

(J Webster 22020), ft Zimbabwe A 
3274260 (J Pirtgte 21922) Preafcfarfs 
Proa: 1, R Rush (Aus)3»49; 2, S Dunstail 
ft A ra*efl (Aus) 386,51. 
i ptaertg: 4, J Messer 

SPEEDWAY 


ELITE LEAGUE: Postponed: Swndon v 

King' 8 Lym 

PREMIER LEAGUE CUP: Pos4»nect Hue 
y Edntirgti 


TENNIS 


BARCELONA: Condo da Godo tov- 
namanc Third round: A Gaudera (IQ bl A 
Corretja (Spl 3ft 6-1. 6-3. D Ffcbaty 
(Slovakia) ft M Gustateson (Swe) 5-7. 6-4. 

6- 3: Y Kgarttaw (Rues) bl O Mute (So) 

7- 6.3ft 1 .6-f: A Bsrasalagw (5W te A Costs 
(Sp) 6-4 6-4 

TOKYO: Japan Open: Man: Third round: 
D Vaa* (Cz) b»S Si ode (Aus) 7-5. 8-3. D 
Wucia (US) bl I Heutwger (SwiE) 6-3.0-6, 
6-3-. J-M Gambia (US) b» R Scholar (Ge»l 
6ft. 6-0. a Bad. 0m) bl C Caratn Qu 6-3, 
6-4: A Pawl (Rom) bl B MacPhie (US) 3-6. 
6-3, 8-4. D PrinttHl (Ger) W M lUsirom 
(Swe) 6-4. 7ft; H Dreekman (Gar) bl M 
Chang (US) 6-2.5-7.8-4; T Hewnan (GB) bl 
J Gortiard (Fr) 6-4.6-1. Women: Second 
round A Suftyama (Japan) bl N Mtyaa 
(Japan) 6-3, 6-2; E Oe Lone (USl bt Y 
YosWda (Japan) 6-3, 2ft. 6-2: Wang SN- 
ting (Tapei) tx R HJralo (Japan) 8-3,6-2. A 
Fraz» (US) bt M Endo (Japan) 6ft, 6-1. L 
McNei (US) bl T Tanasuoam (Thai) 8-2.6- 
3. NSawvnaisu (Japan)WHlncue (Japan) 
4ft, 8-4, 7ft: C Mcraru (US) bl M 
Sno^htessy (US) 8ft 6-2. 

MAKARSKA. Croatia: Makaraka Open: 
Second round: Fang U (CTOa] bl 
Artoneia Sena-Zaneiti fit) 7-6,5-7. 7ft; P 
Suarez (Am) bl J Abe (Ger) 6ft. 6ft A 
Alcazar (Sp) bl N Dechy (Fr) &3. 6-ft G L 
Garda [Sp) bl J Kostadc [Cro)6-4, ?ft; S 
KfceseUGert « Adriane Setra-ZartaJII (fl) B- 
2. 3ft. 6ft. 

BIRMINGHAM. Alabama: Eddbman 
USTAChalengar First rotted: J Van Hercx 
(Bel) W S Hue* [FO W. 6-3: T Lertteam 
(Austria) bl M Charpenltei (Argentine) 6ft, 
6-2 S Prieto (Arg) bt H GurrwjArg) 6-7,6ft. 
6-1: M Wa^wgron (USl B E Eriicn (IsO 6ft. 
6-4; F Sudan (Arg) bt M MacLagan (GB) 
6-3.6-2 A Mennov (Rubs) U L Jansen (US) 
3ft. 6-2 6-4: M Carteson ISO bl L Arnold 
(AirtBft, 1-6, 6-1, D Oler par) tl D Fbcft 
(US) 6-4, 6-3: L Morefon (Ec) 0* S Simon 
(F0 4-8, T-6.6ft; C Ruud (to) W R Gfixsrt 
(F0 7ft. 8-2 


RACING RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY S THREE MEETINGS 


.* r 

k S' t 


Newmarket 

Going: soft 

2 05 (1m 2fl NauticM Star (M Hdte. 

14-1). 2. NotJe Daman* (5-1); 3. OtmiM 

(6-1) Elea Aden 100-30 lav 11 ian NR- 
Imshahway. Sh hd. W J 
C10.7O: £4 10. £1 70. £2 40. OF: £36 00 
Tno £73 TO CSF' E72J1 Tricasl 
£426 to. 

23S i.im ill 1. Border Arrow (L O&on 
11 -4) £. Afbooeiun (11-8 lavi. 3. 0*^ 
(ykjOidancef (i-'ti 6ran NK.3i iBeldnng 
tS? 0^£I 90. Cl.80 DF C2.90- C & 
£6 12 

3.10 (1 ml 1. Xflar (O Pesjei. j8-11 lav) Z. 

lidlaid (4-1): 3. Crws 133-iJ- 6 iJO- ^ 

5) A Fame Tote £1 60. d 40, ClftO. DF 
£2 40 CSF £3 43. 

3.45 (60 1. ftojfl (G Caner. 14-1). 2- 
Epson QBtone in-4 tevi: 
tenant (S-t) 15 ran. NR: '*■ 

i ,i T Tate tw 

£7 30 OF £2830 Tno: £438.60- CSF- 
f44 91 Tncast C94J 71 
4.15 (71) 1 Diktat ID Hortand. w lav: 
ftc#t»d Evans's nap and 
Gorrespondenfanap). 2. Mubrk{7-1).3. 

PCTU FoncosJ20-11- ’•J.*): * 

tfftsffasgfgis 


SL20 (Sl> 1. Yortdas Boy (JF 2 june.a-l): 2 . 
Lord kmtyrp (7-2), 3. TO AS n 1 '*' 1 L 

MnlmafMa 9^4 lav 8 ran. 3H II. B 

McMah °° T£fl ^ Klr^S 70, tXM ' 

E3 10 DF: £51 50 CSF £3154 

Jackpot: C54.05S 60. _ 

Placepot £25.10 Ouadpot £6.00. 

Cheltenham 

Gong' heavy 

2J20 12m 51 chl. l. Ma **” 

n m fi p Manflys Ma^lho 

£250 CSF £5^1 ■ 

i&i K totey Tole £2.00. £1 20 E2 60 
DF- £580 CSF' Cfl76 

|fes&^:ss 


Md 191. Kk JDdloaee. Tote: £230: £1.30. 
£1.40, £620. DF. £3 60 . Trio* 130 70. CSF. 
£836 

455 (2m 51 110yd hdto) 1, Spendld (A 
Manure. 9-4 fsv): 2 Daytraar i4-l). 3. CaS 
htobuesl (8-1) p ran. NR: The Proms BL 
XI DNcbolson Tote: £320: Cl 50 £ 1.40 . 
won DF: £880- Trio: £13.60. CSF- 
£1114 Tncasi. £S5 ii 
5.1012m tl tetj 1. Lamkaran (R Johnson. 
2-t lav): 2. Sotaman (5ft): 3. AEI-Cee 
(&■ t). 11 ran. NR Graar Stulf. MactioveOi 
Id. 71 T Fonaer Tote £310. £1 50. Cl 30. 
eitfl DF £3 40. Trio. £0.40. CSF: BB.BZ. 
5.45 (2m it tel) 1. Hidebound (M A 
Fitzgertid. 8-1); 2. Kntattsbrttje led 
(5-11; 3. Ptaylord (2£)-l| ftisssU f&ad 9ft 
lav £2 ran NR Beteano, Oigup Si 
Edmunds. No Quarter. Bl. la. N Hereto- 
tdn Tote CT6 TCr. £420. £280. £880 DF- 
£8250 CSF. £4429 Tno’ E38330 (p»t 
non; pool ol £50419 carted toward to 
3 10 Nwrtuy JDdey) 

6.15 (2m ll) 1, Shagreen (Mr H Dunlop. 
14-1). 2. Masler Rashs @3-1); 3, Eveiy- 
tting's Ftasy (16-1) Mrsfard Rose 9-4 lav 
21 ran NFL Pascena Boy. Pnncsss Eileen, 
Route One FA. Ill JDuntop. Tcrta.EMftC, 
£550. £14 30. £3 SO DF; £1292.70 Tno; 
noi non (pool ol E49014 camad toward to 
3 lONewbrey today). CSF. £345-90 Kings 
Rhapsody (9-1) na& wHftoawrt, noftteosr 
Dtdcre — iufe 4 app&es to all bate, 
deduction 10pm (ha pound 
Ptocapac £ 6.20 Ouadpot £3.60. 


Ripon 

Going: son 

2.10158 1. Ptpeiong (L Cnamoct, 5-1): 2. 
Cnlega Mfic e-2 lav). 3. Smdan (8-1) 13 
ran. 14111 T Eastertiy. Tote EBft0;£2.10. 
Cl 60. £240 DF. C1« 30 Tm £11 BO. CSF 
£187a 

2.45 (51) i. Hannah's Usher (K Dertey. 
- ) (33-1) 


E80.>0 CSF £20396 SoAd finished Dr*, 
but altai a alsMnfe'Inqufey was dtsq^Wed 
and placad second 

320 (imj 1. Ambiouous (G Faurtia. 7-2). 
2. Pmce Banhod 114-11. 3. Goodwood 
CsuaHer s-4 lad 11 ran 2X4. xl □ Loder. 
Tote £5 70. ESftO, £4 BO, £1 10. DF £57 90. 
Tro £56 DO. CSF £48l1.Trtca9 £124.08. 
350 flm 4160yd) 1. Candor HHc (J ijernt. 
5ft). 2, Pafltetar* Star (11-2): a An Made Up 
(9-4 ton 10 ran 3.101M WE&9erto ToJe 
C4m; Cl 60. CT 30. £1 SO DF. C1S20 Tro 
£12 50. CSF Cl6.05 TrtcasT £32 07 
4ftS (1m) l. Double CMsele (F Lynch. 
100-30). 2, KumaMu (5-2); 3. Alcayda (54 
tor) Bran. 1»l. 1^1 MStoue Tete £5.00. 
£1.40,0 I0,D.70.DF E590.CSP D152 
5ft0 (50 1 BaHartraa Bw (JI McAutay, 
14-iJ. 2. Bee HeaBi Boy (5ft toO: 3. Stot* 
HI a«w P2-1). 14 ran. v, 4i JGoUai 
Tote. £1620. £220. £190. £326 DF: 
£2620. Tno £8660 CSF- £4644. Tricast 
£42525. 

Ptacepot £9630. Ouadpct £4.10. 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Began Bridge with The 711116$ 

Lesson l — Preliminaries 

Over the next few months I will be conducting a beginner's 
course in the Refresher column. So put the word out — lessons 
are available in The Times on Fridays for 35p. After the first few 
lessons there wifi be material that l hope regular readers of the 
Refreshers will find interesting. 

What sort of a mind do you need to play bridge? The first thing 
to realise is that you don’t need an IQ of J60. All you need to enjoy 
the game is to be able to think In a simple. logical manner. The 
emphasis of this course wfll be very much on that logical 
approach; if you leant in this way you will find that you don’t 
have to remember an enormous number of rules. The course will 
be suitable for individuals learning on theirown. or for groups of 
four. In the latter case, if one member of the group has a slight 
acquaintance with the game, that would be helpful. 

Bridge is a card game for four players, played with a standard 
pack of 52 playing cards — 13 in each of the four suits, spades, 
hearts, diamonds and clubs. Make certain that the pack has no 
jokers. If this is unfamiliar to you, get a pack" of cards in your 
hand and familiarise yourself with the suits. 

The players are in two partnerships, and the two partners sit 
opposite each other. You can play in prearranged partnerships, 
or you can select the partnerships by “cutting for partner" To do 
that you spread the pack of cards on the table face down, and 
each player takes (or “cuts") a card. The two players selecting the 
two highest cards play together against the other two players. 
That brings us to the first point about the use of the caras: their 
rank. In bridge, aces are the highest cards, followed by king, 
queen, jack and ten (those five cards are called honour cards). 
Then the other cards rank in their normal numerical order. 

1 will consider later what happens when, in the cutting for 
partners, two players cut a card of the same rank (say the nine of 
diamonds ana the nine of dubs). For the time being, if that 
happens, those two players should just cut again. 

The player cutting the highest card distributes, or deals, the 
cards. There is a ritual about die actual process of shuffling and 
dealing, but the basis is that the cards should be well mixed by 
the non-dealing partnership, and then distributed by the dealer. 
He starts by giving a C3rd face down to the opponent on his left 
and then continues in a clockwise direction giving one card at a 
time to each player, until all 52 cards have been dealt. So how 
many cards does each player get? Fifty-two divided by four, 
which is 13. His 13 cards are referred to as his hand. 

Get a pack (or “deck") of cards and select this hand from it 
*AQ4 2*AJ3ftI0 32*Q95 
That is your first bridge hand. 

□ If you would like to jump ahead, you can get the first five 
lessons by sending five 26p stamps to me ar The Times. 1 
Pennington Street London El 9XN. Mark the envelope “Bridge 
Lessons". 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on bridge Monday to Friday in Sport 
and in the Weekend section on Saturday. 
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By Philip Howard 


AFFETUOSO 

a. Ostentatious 

b. In slow time 

c. An aesthete 

CORDOBA 

a. A bullfighter’s pass 

b. A style of minaret 

c. Nicaraguan dosh 


FLAiTH 

a. Waste from glass-blowing 

b. Hypocritical humbug 

c. A chieftain 
CHORASM1AN 

a. The Oxus desert 

b. A nonsense word 

c. A Greek lyric metre 

Answers on page# 


- \ 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

ISO years ago 

Although in the mid-! 9th cen¬ 
tury the British school. led by 
Howard Staunton, had begun 
to elaborate a strategic ap¬ 
proach to chess, the ordre du 
jour elsewhere was haphazard 
tactics and attacks conjured 
from nowhere. Today l give 
two games from a. nearly 
forgotten match between two 
of the strongest European 
masters of a century and a half 
ago. 

The ten-game contest ended 
with honours even and no 
drawn games. As a measure of 
their stature, both players had 
been or were to become oppo¬ 
nents of Howard Staunton, 
both went on to play matches 
against Paul Morphy and 
Anders sen himself is often 
regarded as an early if unoffi¬ 
cial holder of the world 
championship title. The com¬ 
parison with yesterday’s game 
by Sieinhz. played 50 years 
later, will be most rewarding. 
White Adolf Anderssen 
Blade Daniel Harrwitz 
Breslau 1848 

Sicilian Defence 


22 

Khl 

KbB 

23 

Nb3 

Bf6 

24 

Rxce 

bxc6 

25 

b5 

Bxe5 

26 

NaS 

Qe8 

27 

QC4 

C5 

28 

Qd5 

Black resigns 


Diagram of final position 


1 

e4 

C5 

2 

64 

cxd4 

3 

m 

e5 

4 

Bc4 

Nc6 

5 

Ng5 

Nh6 

6 

M 

06 

7 

ob 

- Bg4 

8 

B*f7+ 

Ke7 

9 

Qel 

N*17 

10 

fxe5 

Nfc«5 

It 

c3 

03 

12 

h3 

Be6 

13 

Be3 

K07 

14 

Nd2 

Be7 

15 

Nxe6 

Kxe6 

16 

Qdl 

Kd? 

17 

Bd4 . 

Bf6 

18 

b4 

Nxd4 

16 

ocd4 

Nc6 

20 

Qg4+ 

Kc7 

21 

Racl 

Bx64+ 


wT*' 

r-.v".- *- >. 



8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

8 

P 


abed 

e f g h 

White: Daniel Harrwitz 

Black: Adolf Anderssen 

Breslau 1848 



King’s Gambit 

i 

B4 

a5 

2 

U 

ext4 

3 

Bc4 

QM+ 

4 

KM 

Bc5 

5 

04 

Bb6 

6 

Nf3 

Qe7 

7 

Nc3 

Nf6 

8 

eS 

Nh5 

9 

Nd5 

008 

10 

94 

lxg3 

11 

Bg5 

f6 

12 

exf6 

gxf6 

13 

Ne5 

Oft 

14 

Qxh5 

bcg5+ 

15 

Nf6+ 

Kg7 

16 

Qxfi7+ 

Kxf6 

17 

NQ4 

checkmate 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Poliakov — 
Glasiev. St Petersburg, 1998. 
Can you see the classical 
combination that White used 
to deliver a quick checkmate? 


Solution on page 46 



Times book 

The Tunes Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene’s dai¬ 
ly column in The Times, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B. T. Batsford 
Ltd (tel: 01376 321276 at £6.99 
plus postage and packing}. 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
dress Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 
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TELEVISION CHOICE 


The old ones are the best 


. *S V . 7 .>»3U»e0e 


Ferguson’s office betrays a passion for football that has driven him to become the greatest British manager of his generation. Photograph: Marc Aspland 

Driven by fear of unknown 

T he dustbinmen are i n the first of a two-part interview, Oliver Holt discovers ¥ nitt ? ?You d0 not want 

beginning their -£-- to let it go. 

'Trouehiori the motive behind Alex Ferguson’s desire to carry on JSdbe 


T he dustbinmen are 
beginning their 
rounds outside on the 
Lower Broughton 
Road and. inside, the smell of 
bacon is wafting through the 
canteen. It is not yet Sam, but 
Alex Ferguson has eaten his 
cereal and seen the back pages 
of the newspapers that lie on 
the table next to the slices of 
melon and the pieces of toast 
They are trumpeting Arsenal’s 
win against Blackburn Rovers 
at Ewood Park. He goes out 
into the corridor and strides 
into his office. He sits with his 
back to the window and the 
snow dial covers the playing 
fields of The Cliff. 

The office smells of power, 
knowledge, wisdom and expe¬ 
rience — the lair of the greatest 
British manager of his genera¬ 
tion. On the cabinet next to 
the bookshelves crammed 
with yearbooks and Manches¬ 
ter United programme collec¬ 
tions. there are a couple of 
framed photographs: Fergu¬ 
son with Jack Chariton. Fergu¬ 
son with Bob Paisley. Half- 
hidden behind a chair, still in 
its bubble-wrap, is an official- 
looking photo-portraiL 
In another comer is a box of 
whisky-flavoured fudge. Let¬ 
ters and faxes and a Dutch 
football magazine compete for 
space on his desk. To his right 
a sign is pinned on the wall, 
where it cannot be missed, a 
bald tribute to his Glasgow 
heritage that Irvine Welsh 
would be proud of. it is printed 
in capital letters and it says: 
“HACUMF1GOVAN." 


There is a wonderful raw¬ 
ness about that office, some¬ 
thing uncomplicated and 
pure. Pure football. Football 
oozes from its walls. Nothing 
else. It only takes a few 
minutes in there with Fergu¬ 
son to see that success has not 
changed him, that his 
passions still rage. 

For nearly 90 minutes he 
talks. And then, after the 
telephone has stopped ringing 
and he has finished (halting to 

friends about the dif- _ 

ferent championship 
scenarios that might / 
yet unfold, the man * 
who has already won 
four Premiership Ml 
titles and may yet ___ 
win four more begins 
to talk about the end-games 
that are occupying the twelfth 
year of his reign at Old 
Trafford. 

The first of those, of course, 
is the battle with Arsenal for 
the championship, a struggle 
that looks as though it is going 
right down to the wire. It may 
take more twists and turns 
tomorrow, when the champi¬ 
ons entertain Newcastle 
United and the challengers 
take on Wimbledon in North 
London, but Ferguson seems 
almost fatalistic about it as if 
the crucial point has been 
passed and it is now Arsenal’s 
title to lose. 


“The perfect 
setting for a well’ 
seasoned Hen.” 


Perhaps it is just his famous 
psychological warfare work¬ 
ing overtime but, for a few 
minutes at least, it is a 
different end-game that con¬ 
sumes him. 

For some time now. there 
have been suggestions that 
Ferguson may be on the verge 
of embracing retirement- 
Many are the articles that 
have speculated openly about 
the date of his departure but. 
as he sat in that office. 


C What I have to do is 
find a way of surviving ? 


surrounded by the bric-a-brac 
of his footballing life, Fergu¬ 
son admitted that he was not 
yet ready to let go. 

“Look at this." he said. 
“Have a look at this office. 
Oliver. Have a look at that 
Look up there, look at that 
cabineL What do you see here? 
Eleven-and-a-half years. A col¬ 
lection of everything. That 
exactly illustrates my job. 

“You see all these books, 
bloody magazines, odd bit of 
chewing gum. videos, every¬ 
thing, training things, all this 
wine, boots, umbrellas, every¬ 
thing. And that's great. But it 
also tells you about the bag¬ 
gage you collect as a manager 
here. There is somebody that 
wants some part of you and 
that is the exhausting bit 

“As a younger man. I was 
always with the players. In die 
afternoons l was always here. 
Now I’m here or at Old 


Trafford and I’m bouncing 
between the bloody two of 
them all the time. 

“So. thereby, you lose the 
love of the real thing and the 
other part comes into it You 
have to be mentally tuned in to 
all die things you are going to 
have to do in the day. My 
diary is horrendous. 

“irs that kind of thing that 
makes you say to yourself: ‘I 
amid do without this.’ But 
then you ask yourself: ’Well. 

_ what would you do if 

you retired, if I didn’t 
je have United, what 

0 would you do then?” 

9 That is a more dis¬ 

tressing outlook. 
" That is distressing to 

think about, particu¬ 
larly when you know you are 
only 56. 

“What l have got to do is 
find a new way of surviving. It 
may be done by changing the 
team, by giving myself new 
targets, it may be done by 
redefining my job in a couple 
of years’ time. But whatever, I 
will have to find a way of 
surviving and also being here 
so that really is the answer to 
you. It is difficult to think you 
are going to quit. 

“I’ve had a lot of offers. You 
get off ers all the time and some 
of them are very interesting 
offers about taking over dubs 
and things like that but would 
they give me die satisfaction of 


TOMORROW 


Taking Europe by storm: 
how Ferguson plans to 
secure the elusive prize 


TENNIS 


Henman’s sweet revenge 





TIM HENMAN continues to 
advance where others are 
frilling away. Henman's de¬ 
feat of Jerome Golmard in the 
Japan Open yesterday booked 
him a quarter-final match 
with Jan-Michael Gambfll, of 
the United States. Victory also 
left Henman as the highest 
surviving seed after Michael 
Chang had slumped to 
another wretched loss — this 
time at the hands of Hendrik 
Dreekmann. the world No 112. 

Thus Henman extracted re¬ 
venge for his defeat by 
Golmard. ranked No 87, in the 
first round of the Australian 
Open in January. That reverse 
so affected Henman that his 
form deserted him. However, 


By Julian Muscat 
TENNIS CORRESPONDENT 

his 6-4. 6-1 triumph reflected 
the change in his fortunes. 

“Losing to Golmard in Mel¬ 
bourne was very disappoint¬ 
ing," Henman said. “I didn’t 
have a game plan and let him 
dictate too much. Now I have 
a dear understanding of what 
I want to do. There have been 
a lot of upsets (in this tourna¬ 
ment] and I have to make sure 
1 am not one of them." 

The big-serving Gambfll, 
ranked No 81 in the world, 
defeated Rainer Schuttler. of 
Germany, yesterday without 
dropping a game. Gambill 
will offer Henman a stem test 


WORD-WATCHING- 




A perfect combination 
of smoothness and 
strength, with a subtle 
blend of flavours. 
Available in all fine 
supermarkets and 
off-licences- 

A most 
gratifying 
Ale. -s 


"diP 


H£S» 

L W A 


Braved by Morland of Abingdon. Est'd. 1711. 


Answers from page 45 
AFFETUOSO 

(b) Musical instruction for performing in a very moving, tender or 

affecting manner, and therefore not too fast, bat rather slow. “A time 
that reminded me of (he Black Joke only more affetnoso." 
CORDOBA 

W The principal monetary amt of Nicaragua, equivalent to 100 
oeptavos. The eponym of H. dc Cordoba, the Spanish governor of 
Nicaragua./L 1521 The Times, 1955: The International Monetary 
Fbnd has agreed to a change in die par value of the Nicaraguan 
cordoba from five to seven to a United States dollar." 

FLAJTH 

« In Irish history, the chief of an ancient family or fine. "An tire 
whose family hdd the same land for three generations was called a 
(faith." 

CHORASMIAN 

(a) Belonging to the ChorasmiL a tribe of Sogdiaoa. Cfaorasmian 
waste (poetic) is the desert land south of the Sea of Aral and about the 
tower course of the Oxus. Matthew Arnold, SoHrab & Rustum, 1853: 
The majestic river moved./ Rejoicing, through the hush’d 
Chorasmian waste." 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I. NRi* Kh& 2 Qxh6+! gxhfc 3. Rg8 checkmate. 


he beat Jim Courier and 
Andre Agassi at Indian Wells 
before losing to Marcelo Rios, 
the eventual winner, in the 
semi-finals. 

However, Henman, seeded 
No 3 and world-ranked No 15, 
is overwhelming favourite to 
win the third title of his career. 
Of the other seven quarter- 
finalists. Byron Black, seeded 
No 10, is ranked closest to the 
Briton — albeit some 65 places 
lower on the computer. 

Victory in the final on 
Sunday would see Henman 
match his career-best ranking 
of NoR although it is 
unlikely- that he will collect 
enough bonus points to better 
that landmark this week. 


FIXTURES 


Kfcfc-off 730 inteSD stated 

Nationwide League 

FUaitiwteton 

tuMfesbrau* v Manchester 

City (7.45)... 

HYMAN LEAGUE; Premier division: 
Orion! Cfty v Aylesbury. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Ebb* Vale v 
Atwystwyft 

FA1 HARP LAGER NATIONAL 

LEAGUE: Premier division: Bohemians 

vShelboume (7.451 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: 

Hr* (JMstorr. Mossley v Blackpool 

Rcwas(8.0). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Ij B Sunartaaoue 

Leeds v Castietord (7.45). 

Sheffield v Bradford (7 45)-- 

OTHER SPORT 

SPSJWAY: Hu na tio na l e»wBang« 
RaMnoghvL'Kori (Russ] (745) Sond- 
im aaTcup: Bate we * Oriart <7.301 
Premier League: We al Wtfi * SriWd 
(7 301. Premier League Cup; Arena Eases v 
ftewng [B.OJ. EdWjUEfi » Hul (7 30). 


My Wonderful Life 

nv.SMpm 

The irony of Simon Nve*s gritty sitcom, which 
returns for a second senes, is that Emma Wray's 
Donna is nor having a wonderful life at ail She is 
an her own and shun of money and she combines 
bringing up two boisterous daughters with a job as 
a hospital nurse. In the single mother debate Nye is 
careful to hedge his bets. He portrays Donna as a 
flawed heroine, careless with her money and liable 
to shoot her mouth off. But her capacity for 
survival is admirable and she does not need her 
smug neighbour (Tonv Robinson) to tell her how to 
run ner life. The cue for series two is that Donna 
has found a new man, a doctor from the hospital 
called Roger (Hamish Clark), but her girls are 
hostile and the relationship must be pursued 
furtively. The propinquity of Donna's estranged 
husband adds to trie turmoil. 

W2d About the Garden 

Channel 4,8Mpm 

The message of Caro! Klein’s six-pan series is that 
we should stop smothering our gardens with 
chemicals, put away our polluting motor mowers 
and let nature take over. Giving up an 
immaculately fertilised lawn, she suggests, is a 
small price to pay for encouraging wildlife back 
into the garden. Klein embellishes her theme by 
introducing us io a woman who has already 
pr acti sed what she (Klein) is preaching, hears from 
an expen about wfld flowers and grasses char can 
be transferred from the meadow to the garden and 
instructs a rookie gardener on creating her own 
wild flower meadow. Gardening in sympathy with 
nature, rather than against it, is an admirable 
concept bm if Kirin can come up with a method of 
controlling such horrors as bindweed and mares' 
tails without recourse to artificial aids, a lot of us 
would like to hear about it. 

Clive James Meets Mel Gibson 
rrv. 9.00pm 

According to Clive James, Mel Gibson is as 
powerful as Louis XIV but gives fewer interviews. 
It is a bizarre introduction but James's way of 
telling us how privileged he is to be gran led ten 
days of the great man's time. So balding Australian 



Kelsey Grammer as Frasier (C4.10pm) 


shadows hunky compatriot as Gibson plugs his 
latest film on the chat show circuit, plans his next 
film, stops off at the gym and satisfies the 
autograph hunters who lurk at every comer. It is m 

* li t V _ ..f.L mrw llnfk it 


gets a syllable out of Gibson that Gibson is not 
prepared to volunteer. Or as James puis it, this guy 
does not give much away. But the superfii 
superstar with the beguiling smile does have one 
vice. He smokes and he smokes. 

Frasier 

Channel 4. lOWpm 

Once again the Frasier writers have taken their 
inspiration from the routines of classic farce. This 
is tne one about two people who accidentally end 
up in bed together and are further embarrassed by 
the unexpected arrival of a third party. We hare 
seen this scenario played out dozens of times but 
thanks to impeccable timing it triumphs yet again. 
The lovers are Frasiers gibbering brother Niles | 
(David Hyde Pierce) and Frasiers former wife 
(Bebe Neiiwirth) who has just separated from her 
next husband and is looking for comfort. Regular 
viewers will probably have guessed that the 
unwitting intruder is Frasier (Kesley Grammer) 
himself. Although the episode ends with a 
whimper rather than a bang, the standard of die 
show remains ridiculously high- Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Man United? You do not want 
to let it go." 

To let it go now. anyway, 
would be unthinkable, not juk 
for Ferguson but lor the le¬ 
gions of United supporters 
who hare seen him transform 
the dub from an underachiev¬ 
ing show-off to the pre-emi¬ 
nent force in English football. 
There is still the great dream 
of conquering Europe, too. an 
achievement that would make 
a fitting climax to Ferguson’s 
career, that might make him 
feel as though he has fulfilled 
his destiny. 

He knows that there is still 
much work to be done to get to 
that point “I do not think the 
dub has peaked at all," he 
said “I think the potential of 
the dub is never-ending. I 
think that it's still a new dub, 
really. 

The dub has got to get to 
grips with what actually 
makes a winning dub in 
Europe. It has not approached 
thaL It is not even anywhere 
near that It is not a Barcelona, 
it is not an AC Milan, it is not a 
Juventus, irs not a Real 
Madrid. 

“In terms of the quality of 
the dub, it is. In terms of the i 
people working in it and the 
effort the players put in, it is. 
But other dubs have a mental¬ 
ity that is different from our 
mentality. What may happen 
after I leave is that it will dawn 
on them that when a new 
manager comes in, he may ask 
for £60 million to build a team 
to win in Europe. 

“But they may not get the 
best manager to replace me. 
And then the dawning pan 
comes in and they will say: T 
wish we had done that five 
years back down the road’ 
There are big strides this dub 
has got to take, but when they 
wfl] do h, I don’t know.r 


Performance on 3: ISCM Festival 1998 
Radio 3,733pm 

The International Society for Contemporary Music 
celebrates its 75th anniversary this year, which 
when you come to think about il raises a question: 
does me music that the ISCM promotes change 
through the years, or is the contemporary music of 
75 years ago still regarded as contemporary now? 
Radio 3 is using the anniversary to give extra 
coverage to New Music 98. winch is Manchester's 
festival of contemporary works. Jt runs for nine 
days and there are more than 50 performances, 
many of which take place in the open air. Tonight's 
concert is in the more formal setting of the 
Bridgewater HalL Sir Peter Maxwell Davies 
conducts the BBC Philharmonic in works by 
Roosendaal. Ravel and Maxwell Davies himself. 


8JOem Kevin Greeting and Zofi Bafl 900 Ctms Moytes 1200 
Jo WhOey. Includes 1200pm Newsbeat 200 Mark Raddlffe 
400 Deve Pearce, indudes 5.45 Newsbeai 600 Pete Tong’s 
Essential Selection 600Judge Jutes 110O Radto 1 Rap Show 
2O0am Fabio and Giooverider 400 Chartie Jordan 


6O0un Sarah Kennedy 7-30 wake Up to Wogart 900 Ken 
Bruce 11.30 Jimmy Young IJOpm Detoe Thnaw 300 Ed 
Stewart 505 John Dunn 700 Ftobert Gregg Personal 
reminiscences 700 Friday Night s Music Night 9.15 Scoop 
(2/8) BOO listen to the Band. The European Youth Festival ot 
Brass, from Lhmgstone. Scotland 1000 The Arts Programme 
120San Chartaa Note 400 Jackie Bird 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


6J0amThe Breakfast Programme 900 Ndqr Campbell 1200 
Midday wtth Mair 2J0pm Ruseoe on Five400Nationwide with 
Jufen Worricter 700 News Extra 730 The Friday Match: 
Middtesbrousri v Manchester City. Bus news trom 
Superleegua rugby 1000 Late Night Live 1.00am up Ail Night 
with Richard Daflyn 500 Morning Reports 


Ballet Dancers Never Die 
Radio 4, IlDOam 

The sentiment of the tide is expressed in regard to 
countless professions but the evidence of this new 
two-pan series is certainly that ballet dancers do 
not cease to be ballet danters when their dimishing 
physical ability forces them into formal retirement. 
This is a point wefl made here and indeed in the life 
of the late Rudolf Nureyev. subject of a television 
documentary earlier this week, who seemed driven 
to continue on stage well past the time when it was . 
wise to do so. Angelica McArthur, a clinical $f>) 
psychologist who originally trained for the ballet, 
says in mis first programme that ballet is about 
“perfectionism as well as personal pain and 
resentment". Nicola Barringer presents foe 
programmes. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


7.00am World News 7.15 Insight 7 JO Pick ol me Wbrid 8.00 
Wbrid News 8.15 Off foe Shelf 8J0 Music Review 9JQ News. 
(648 only) News m German 9.10 Pause lor Thought 9.15 
Westway 9 JO John Peel 10 JO Wdrfo News 10.05 World 
Business Report 10.15 The Learning World 10J0 On the Brink 
10.45 Sports Roundup 11.00 Newsdask 11 JO Assignment 
1200 Newsdesk 12J0pt» Focus on Faith 1-00 News; |648 
only) News in German 1J5 World Business Report 1.15 Bntam 
Today 1J0 History Today. 1.45 Sports Rourfoup 2JO 
Nawshas 3JO Wbrid News 3J5 Qutfoc* 3.30 Mdtitrac* 
Alternative 4J0 World News 4J5 Football Extra 4.15 Beyond 
the kffllenrtum 4JO Science to Action; (648 only) News in 
German 5J0 Europe Today 5J0 World Business Report 5-45 
Britain Today 6.00 World News 6.15 Ins'flhl 8JQ The New 
Europe: News in German (64B only) 6.45 Sport? Roundup 7 JO 
Newsdask 7JO Focus on Forth 8J0 Wbrid News 8.01 Outlook 
8 25 Pause tor Thought 8J0 Mititrtracfc- Alternative 9.00 
Newshour 10.00 News 10J5 World Business Report 10.15 
Britain Today 10J0 People and Politics 11 jo Newsdeak 
11 JO Insight 11.45 Sports Rounds 12.00 News 12.05am 
Outlook 12J0 Multirack Alt amative 1.00 Newsdask 1 JO From 
the Weekses 1.45 Britain Today 2.00 Newsdesk 2J0 Beyond 
the Mrtenrtum 2.45 Short Stay 3JQ Nmreday 3J0 People 
and Potties 4JO News 4.05 World Business Report 4.15 
Sports RouKtop 4 JO Insight 4.45 OH the Shefi 


VIRGIN RADIO 


5.00am Jeremy Clark 7JO The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 
IOlOO Russ WtBarm 1.00pm Nick Abbot 4J0 Robin Banks 
7 JO Johnny Bo/s Wheels of Steel 11 JO Camtn Jones 
2J0m Howard Pearce 


TALK RADIO 


BjOam lOrsty Young w*h BH Overton 9J0 Scott Chisholm 
12J0 Lorraine Kelly 2J0pm Tommy Boyd 4J0 Peter Oeetey 
7JO Moz Dee's Sportszcne 1QJ0 MB» Alan 1 JOam MBce 
Dickln 


6J0am On At, with Petroc Tretawrry. Includes a 
preview of a festival of contemporary music in 
Manchester. Plus Beethoven (Piano Sonata. 


MoonSaht); Fairt (Canfaue 
Richard Strauss {Morgen; 


de Jean Raa'nel; 


9.00 Masterworfcs, with Peter Hobday. Bax (Northern 
Battad No 1); Brahms (Four Pieces); Monteverdi 
fConfitebor tibl, domine); Vaughan WHftams 
(Norfok Ftoapsody No 1); Britten (Canticle No 5: 
The Death at St Narasais); Scarlatti (Snfania di 
Concerto Grosso No 10); Jan&ek (Lachlan 
Dances) 

10J0 Artist of the Week: VtacBmfr Ashkenazy 
11 JO Sound Stories: Patronage, with Donald 
Madeod. Indudes extracts from Beethoven 
(Symphony No 9) performed by Soforsts. London 
Classical Players. Schutz Choir ol London under 
Roger Norrmgton; Wagner (AtoumttaK) 


by Cyprian Katsaris. piano: Wagner 
| performed by the Berlin PNlharmortc 


(Tnstan und Isolde) performed by Soloists. 
Staatskapette Dresden under Cartas Kleiber 
12.00 Composer of the Week: Weber 
1 . 00 pm The Rsrfio 3 Lunchtime Conceit. The first of 
a series of concerts from Beilasr, John Toaf 
introduces the Coufl Quartet in a performance 
from the Waterfront HaB. Elgar (Strino Quartet m E 


2.00 The B8C Archive. Alvar Udell, as announcer and 
newsreader, became the sound of me BBC. 
Rodertc Dun nett, UdeB’s nephew, recalls his 


6 J 0 W 1 Today, with Sue MacGregor and James 

Naughtie. IndUdes <L55.7.55 Wbather 7.25 BJS 
Sports News 7.45 Thought for the Day 
9 JO Desert Island Discs. Sue Lawte/s castaway is 
Deme Judi Dench (r) 

9w45 (LW) An Act erf Worship 
9.45 (FM) The Justice Game (5/5) 

10JO Nows; Woman’s Hour, with Martha Kearney 
11 JO News; Ballet Dancers Never Die. See Choice 
11 JO Richard Ba rton : General Practitioner! La 
Mason's comedy series about the adventures o! 
the special agent Dck Barton end ho doctor son 
With Robert Bathurst and Moray Watson 
12.00 run flaws Headlines; Shipping Forecast 
12.00 (FM) News; You and Yours 12J7pm Weather 
1.00 The World at One, with Nick Clarke 

1,30 9^T r Unqi ^: 5 fered by Clive 

Francis. Minam Karlin. John Sutherland and Terrv 
Wogan 

2.00 News; The Archers (0 
2.15 Afternoon Pfay: Take That, Lemon and SkLbv 
Jonalhan Harvey. Two girts play truant to seetter 
favourite POO group n concert. Weh Sarah F^nch 
Lucy Speed and ffled Harnett 
3.00 News; Wired lor a Week. Oaire Brehan presents 
an opportunity to talk to technology amens 

3J0 A Feast for the Eyes, wtfh Kathleen Griffin 

3A5 feedback. Presented by Chris DunU^y 
4JO News; Open Book, with Humphrey Cam^itpr m 
4J0 The Moweg^ Br^ and W 

how cwert medte trends artect ajr 
5J0 PM 5J7 Weather 


CLASSIC FM 


6J0am Breakfast with Bailey. Nick Bailey presents music for 
the morning 8J0 Henry hatiy. Mcnael Banv prepares French 
fruit tarts. Plus, High Flyer and Record oi the Week 12.00 
Lutchtima Requests Jane Markham plays listeners’ favourite 
places of classical irosk: 2.00pm Concerto Chopin [Piano 
Concerto No 1 ri E minor) 3J0 Jamie Crick. Includes 
Continuous Ctassks and Afternoon Romance 6J0 Newsnighi 
with John Burning 7.00 Smooth Classics at Seven. Presented 
tV John Burning 9.00 Everting Concert. Haydn (Symphony No 
100 In G): Mozart {Clarinet Concerto in A. Symphony No 38 in 
D): Telemann (Suite m G) 11.00 Michael Mappln. Music for the 
early hovxc 2J0am Concerto (r) 3 JO Mel Cooper 


uncla'scaree? and presents a selection of the 

- nn L £ e !!l ec “ cfn 9 ! ?" foe BBC Sound Archives 

A-00 Mu wc R estored. Lucie Skeaping introduces 
highlights of a concert gwen last month at the 
Wigmore Halt by I Fagiolini (r) 

^ G<^ Opera, fiad Opera, with John Sessions 

5 .0° to Time. Uve from the foyer of the Bridgewater 

NewJKic^ 65 ' 6 '- ^ 

7 30 %»**"**** on 3: ISCM Festival 1998. BBC 

PWtvamxjnc. under Peter Maxwell Davies, with 
Peter Donohoe. piano. Ruogtes (AngeJs)- ~ 

(Rano Concerto for f'- 
^ **?? Symphony o' Harmony 
and invention under Harry Cruisloohers Rep 1 
Choice8.10 The ISCM* 
a^esthei mpcnance of the International 
jaoaety tor Contemporaiy Music in the evolution of 
toe music ol toe 20 th Century 8.30 Concert part 

s js Postscript Boxing Clever. The last of five 
conversations about the stale ol British tSeUon 
Todays guest is Adam Sing«. cSKrf" 

10.00 (fear and Now. The Nash Ensemble oeritmvt 
Pbchasd Causton (Nottumo) Peter Paul Nash 

11 JO ? lr T Hofl Wf Fall Q3wn) 

1-30 Factor. Ian Carr explores the Native 

„ ^ r nefCa n fdluence on jas: muse irl 

1 01 ** Weete The Scarlattis (r) 

1 JOam Through the Night, with Don^MaSUd 


6J0 Six 0-CIock News 

7-00 

7 « ^ ,he ’ ,K<inl 13 

loo id 

Written and an j? VanxatB. 

immigrants Two ,tahan 

arrtj&mSate ^ Kev,n McN aily. Brian Cox 

10J5 SSSkMB^dSSota 

Joanna Trollope S^?® ,ndren ’ 1 

r*asBfsS^^'53.‘ w 

12.00 Nows ^2J0^Th^L^ an ? e,l ^ 


FREQUENCY GUIDE. RADI0 1. FM 97 6J9 H RADlft, maar—- 

■nomson, Jane Gregory and 


i y>j>) U* U 





























Battered women still on a hiding to nothing 


M ummy'S been naughty. 
Thar’s what happens 
to naughty people," as 
the man said to the little girl after 
he'd knocked her mother to the 
ground and kicked her head. 
There are two reasons why people 
do things they know to be wrong: 
I) They want to; 2) They think they 
will get away with it If you are the 
son of chap who gets off on 
punching your wife or girlfriend 
senseless, go ahead! According to 
last nighrs Dispatches (C4). you 
can do whatever you want to her 
without fear of any serious reper¬ 
cussions. Even Dr Mengele might 
have been envious. 

Recent changes to the law 
should have put battered women 
in a stronger position, but, we were 
told, they haven't. The police are 
slow to act or won’t act at all. When 
they do, they are often hopelessly 
ineffective. Magistrates let men 
walk free even when they have 
committed vicious and repeated 


assaults. The partners of abusive 
husbands/boyfriends might as 
well be medieval serfs. 

But it was the pretexts for . the 
attacks that really got you. No 
dumplings in my sausage casse¬ 
role? Where's my blowtorcbTTin of 
beans faring the wrong way? Get 
the chainsaw! Of course, these 
“reasons" are irrelevant. It has 
nothing to do with female misbe¬ 
haviour and everything to do with 
a desperate, irrational, emotional¬ 
ly malformed need to control. 

The testimony from the women 
cowering anonymously in refuges, 
unprotected by the law, severed 
from their former lives, was that 
the jaw-breakers, slashers, foetns- 
killmg stomach-kickers, must as¬ 
sert total control at all times. They 
told them when and if they could 
go out or even to the lavatory. They 
made them sleep on the floor or eat 
from a mat like a dog. 

The programme drew on what 
the producers claimed was the 


largest and most detailed survey 
ever in this country of battered 
women's experiences. It sought to 
explain why they didn't go to the 
police or simply walk out 
But apparently it's difficult to 
walk out when you are locked in 
the house, or chained to the bed. If 
you complain to the police and 
your “partner" comes back from a 
night in the cells and beats the 
stuffing out of you, you may be 
reluctant to go again. If you have 
been told repeatedly by a man who 
regularly attacks you that he will 
kill you if you talk, you may 
actually believe him. 


REVIEW 


In the era of pointless fly-on-the- 
walls and gawping at someone or 
other “From Hell" this was a 
model of good, old-fashioned, 
responsible investigative journal¬ 
ism. It had impressive original 



Paul 

Hoggart 


research, compelling testimony 
and the right questions put to 
people who knew' what they were 
talking about. 

Ana it had the simple, strong 
point to make, that a lot of this 
could be avoided if these closet con¬ 
centration camp guards thought 
they might get brought to book. It 
was not comfortable, “entertain¬ 
ing" or funny — excellent tele¬ 
vision, in fact Next week’s second 


pan is about battered women and 
the legal system. I expect it will be 
even more baffling and infuri¬ 
ating. 

Doctors at Large (BBC2J pro¬ 
vided a complete contrast in every 
significant respect Apart from the 
fact that it was about nice young 
people who wanted to repair 
bodies, rather than damage them, 
it provided us with a glimpse of the 
far end of the current moribund 
trend for docu-soaps. 

The programmes pick up on the 
careers of a group of doctors last 
seen as medical students in a 1984 
series Doctors To Be. which pro¬ 
vided most of last night's material. 
Medical students have a bit of a 
reputation — all those practical 
jokes with severed limbs and 
macabre drunken pranks — but 
this was all revision, earnest chats, 
anatomy vivas and feeling squea¬ 
mish over your first incision. 

It was non-judgmemal and di¬ 
rectionless as this genre usually is. 


but also innocently unsensational 
by contemporary standards and 
consequently rather dull. We had 
mere glimpses of the doctors 
today, but there were hints that 
some of them have been finding 
life very difficult. Perhaps more 
interesting material awaits. 

A neigh bour of my brother 
has just made himself a 
fortune with a novel about 
cloning Jesus from the Turin 
Shroud. Around the world you can 
hear the thud of leather on flesh as 
writers and would-be blockbuster 
millionaires kick themselves for 
not thinking of that one. 

In a market where writers 
stretch and strain to twist some 
preposterous contrivance into 
gripping plausibility, this is a coup 
of stunning simplicity. Sadly the 
same could not be said of Oktober 
(ITV), which writhed to death last 
night. 

Why should an international 


pharmaceutical corporation have 
its headquarters in a mountain top 
fortress? Why should they keep 
packs of vicious, wolf-like dogs in 
cages, looked after by a bulging¬ 
eyed psychopath? Why should 
their decisions about worldwide 
product promotions be taken by 
one young woman, apparently 
alone? Why would she choose to 
flood the world marker with a drug 
that drives people mad? 

I had lots more of these ques¬ 
tions, especially about the sup¬ 
posed effects of the drug, but I had 
stopped caring. It may be difficult 
to think of a really spooky plot, but 
that is no excuse for being silly. 

The director relied on atmo¬ 
spherics to paper over the canyons 
in the scenario, and we had 
endless lapses into a terrible para- 
reality induced by the drug, all 
grey and cold and sinister. The 
drug proved able to bring the dead 
heroine bade to life, bur could not 
do the same for the plot. 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (25807) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) {79291} 

9.00 Good Uvtng Last in series (9878388} 
9.25 lOIroy (T) (4239524) 

10.05 Style Challenge (7460291) 

10 JO Cant Cook, Wont Cook (T) (5548494} 

10.55 The Really Useful Shew (T) (9330611} 
11-35 The General from Southampton General 
hospital (4063272} 

12.00 News (I) (2417291) 

12.05pm lhe Entertainment Game (3709524) 
12.35 Wipeout (5142956) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (89678) 

1.30 Regional News (T) (77894123) 

1.40 The Weather Show (64458253) 

1-45 Neighbours (T) (92831307) 

2.10 ironside (i) (9175036) 

3.00 Lion Country Pelican-keeper Mark Tye 
eagerly awaits a consignment of the birds 
for his blighted breeding programme 
(2765) 

3JO Playdays (1297630) 3J0 The UttJest Pet 
Shop (9403814) 4.00 Bodger and 
Badger (7251614) 4.15 Bailey Kipper's 
POV. New series. (2152678) 4J5 
Clarissa Explains ft All (8572388) 5J0 
News round (T) (5785036) 5.10 Blue Peter 
(T) (5221217) 

5.33 World Book Day (280901) 

5J5 Neighbours (r) (T) (262104) 

6JJ0 News (T) and weather (524) 

6.30 Regional News (1) (104) 

7.00 Weekend Watchdog with Anna 
Robinson Consumer investigations, with 
reporters Johnathan Maitland, Edward 
Enfield and Sam Oakley (T) (4746) 

7 JO Top of the Pops Videos and live 
performances of the latest chart sounds 
introduced by Jo Whiley (T) (388) 

&00 Confessions New senes. Revamped 
version of the reve/alions show hosted by 
Simon Mayo (3494) 

8 - 30 A Question of Sport Scotland 

goalkeeper Jim Leighton, cross-country 
runner Paula Raddtffe, British Lions’ 
centre Gregor Townsend and world 
speedway champion Greg Hancock join 
Sue Barker, John Parrot and Ally McCoist 
CD (2901) 

9- 00 Nine O'clock News (T) regional news 

and weather (8291) 

9.30 Drop Zone (1994) Action thriller, wih 
CHWH Wesley Snipes, Gary Busey and Yancy 
Bitty] Butler. A lough cop learns up with a 

professional skydlver to capture a 
computer hacker who's escaped from 
poles custody by planting a bomb on 
board a plane and parachuting to safety. 
Directed by John Badham (965185) 
WALES: 9.30 Ball at the Hall New series. 
Michael Ball and Lesley Ganett perform 
ai St David's Hall in Cardiff (62727) 10J0 
FILM: Drop Zone (370253) 11.40 FILM: 
Reneaades (581727) 1.15am News 
(2226854) 1JO BBC News 24 
11.10 Renegades (1989) Undercover cop 
Kieler Sutherland and native American 
HlttlllLou Diamond Phillips try to recover a 
tribal artefact stolen by a killer. Directed 
by Jack Shatter (289562) 12.45am 
Weather (4239470) 

12-50 BBC News 24 


VkteoPhrfl+ and the Video PlusCodos 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
listing are Video PtusCode™ numbers, which 12.15: 
allow you to programme your video recorder _ 

instantly with a VWaoPlus+"‘ handset Tap in RTTTi 
the Video PTusCode for the pro^amme you BaHtil 
wish to record. Videoptus+ I*). Ptuscode C") 
and Video Programmer ana trademarks or - 

Gemstar Development Ltd. 


6J5am The Third Revolution (6051456) 

7.00 TetetubMes (r) (2831727) 7JZ5 Skippy (r) 
(2843562) 7JO Kwtcky Koala (r) 
(2180433) 8.10 Peter Pan and the Pirates 
(9645253) 8J5 Yogi’s Treasure Hunt (r) 
(4470388) 

9 JO Active (r) (T) (37543) 9JO Sweet Valley 
High (I) (3510388) 9 JO PhAbert the Frog 
(r) (1702272) 10JO Tetotubbres (25982) 
10 JO The World's Greatest Athlete (1973) 
□m Disney adventure, with Jan-Michael 
Blttlli Vincent. A hlgh-schod coach on an 
African holiday discovers an athletic 
prodigy and takes him back to America to 
turn around the fortunes of his hapless 
sports team. Directed by Robert Scheerer 
(86348833) 

12.05pm The PhH Silvers Show (i) (3727901) 
12J0 Working Lunch (73833) 1JO 
Furmybones (i) (61272291) 1.05 
Bananaman (r) (61271562) 1.10 The Art 
and Antiques Hour (r) (5005369) 2.10 
Wear it Well (r) (29178659) 

2L25 Racing from Newbury Live coverage of 
the 2J0,3.10. and 4JO races (1552901) 

3.55 News (7) (3564475) 4J0 Real Rooms (r) 
(3541524) 4.25 Ready, Steady. Cook 
(3544611) 4J5 Esther: David Bellamy 
(5367776) 5 JO Today's the Day (253) 
6.00 The Simpsons (T) Homer resolves to 
become a model father (544611) 

6.25 Star Trek (r) (T) (514036) 

7.15 Electric Circus Toby Anstis chats to i 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Ethan Hawke about 
their latest film Great Expectations: and 
Louise goes back stage at the musical 
Saturday Night Fever (763104) 

7 JO The Write Stuff Last in the series for 

buddttg authors with advice from Ernest 
Hemingway, Lawrence Durrell, Kurt 
Vonnegut and J.R.R. ToUden.fT) (630) 

8.00 Coast to Coast Janet Street-Porter 
’ concludes her trek in Conwy (I) (1036) 

8 JO Gardeners’ World Afan Trtchmarsh 

plants bluebells, primroses and foxgloves 
in his wittife garden (T) (4253) 

9.00 Bottom (r) (T) (6833) 

9J0 Never Mind the Buzzoocks Justin 
Curry, Mary-Anrve Hobbs, Bifly Bragg and 
Jonathan Ross are the guests In the last 
. of the music quiz (60369) 




Host Angus Deayton (10.00pm) 

10.00 Have I Got News tor You New series of 
the satirical quiz, with team captains Paul 
Merton and Ian Htslop and Angus 
Deayton (58036) 

10 JO Newsnigftt (T) (785185) 

11.15 Later with Joois Holland Spiritualized, 
the London Community Gospel Choir, 
Bernard Butler, Jimmy Webb (184681) 
12.15am My New Gun (1992) Black comedy 

a drama with Diane Lane, and James 
LeGros. Directed by Slacy Cochran (7) 
(643963) 

1 JO Space: Above and Beyond (1375296) 
2J5 Weather (7167437) 


6.00am GMTV (1346765) 

9J5 Batman: The Animated Series 

(9875291) 

9 JO Bugs Bunny: Lunar Tunes (r) (8651185) 
1QJ0 News (8895765) 

10.25 Regional News (8894036) 

10 JO Black Beauty (1971) with Mark Lester, 

n Walter Siezack and Ursula Glas. The 
adventures of a young colt Directed by 
James Hill (T) (63740611) 

12L20pm Regional News (2421494) 

12J0 News (T) and weather (77659) 

1 JO Wish You Were Here? tf) (T) (74746) 
1 JO Home and Away (T) (69630) 2.00 
The Jeny Springer Show (2815369) 

2.45 WALES: Get Gardening (T) (716098) 
2-45 Garden Calendar (I) (716098) • 

3.15 News (T) (2148524) 

3J0 Regional News (T) (2178765) 

3J5 Rosie and Jim (r) (2168388) 3J5 
Cartoon Time (6426630) 3-45 
Paddington Bear (0 (9417017) 3 JO 
Ozzie the Owl (9498982) 4.00 Magic with 
Everything. New series (7246982) 4.15 
Extreme Dinosaurs (2138098) 4A0 Crazy 
Cottage (9412123) 

5.10 A Country Practice (1661017) 

5A0 News (T) and weather (145098) 

6J0 Home and Away (r) (T) (571765) 

6.25 Wales Tonight (T) (769659) 

6.25 HTV Weather (172543) 

6 JO The West Tonight (T) (272) 

7 JO Bruce Forsyth’s Play Your Cards 
Right (T) (9814) 

7 JO Coronation Street Deirdre receives the 
answer to her prayers (T) (456) 

8.00 EwHigsg My Wonderful Life Return of 
KSJeS the gentle comedy (kama with 
Emma Wray (T) (8562) 

8J0The Bill Deaton leads an investigation 
into a male rape (T) (4369) 


Mi 




Clive James, Mel Gibson (9 JOpm) 

9.00 FSSfrtrip] Clfve James Meets Mel 
I rafifJSi Gibson Clive spends ten 
days in the company olthe Australian star 
(T) (9272) 

10.00 News (T) and weather (45562) 

10J0 Regional News (608185) 

10A0 Dharma end Greg Dharma, Larry and 
Abby liberate a turkey farm in time for 
Thanksgiving (T) (921833) 

11.10 Friday Night Fever (T) (254340) 

11.40 Renegade (575920) 

12.40 am Pop Down the Pub (7173234) 

1.15 War of the Worlds (r) (3748215) 

2.05 Not Fade Away (r) (5716302) 

3-05 ColDns and Maconle's Movie Club (r) 
(85173857) 

3.30 Murder, She Wrote (2025895) 

4J25 Coach (42531673) 4.45 Nlghtscreen 
(56069147) 5 JO Coronation Street (r) (T) 
(88418) 5J0 News (76944) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except: 

1 JOpm The Jerry Springer Show (5393104) 
245-3.15 Surprise Gardeners (716096) 

5.10-540 Shortl and Street 11661017} 

6.25-7 JO Central News (769659) 

1040 Central Weekend Live (72526543) 
12.15am God's Gift (794037) 

1.15 Pop Down the Pub (58128) 

145 RobOCOp (4480050) 

240 SFX (9034050) 

3.05 World Football (85173857) 

3J0 Planet Mirth (46925) 

4J0 Vanessa (4467079) 

4J5 Central Jobfinder *98 (7051383) 

5 JO Asian Eye (4371383) 

As HTV West except: 

12.15pm Westcountry News (6607524) 
12J7-12J0 A Journey Through Easter 
(2421494) 

1 JO The Jeny Springer Show (5393104) 
245-3.15 Westcountry Update (716098) 

5.10-540 Home and Away (1661017) 
6JO-7JO Westcountry Live (85678) 

10 JO Westcountry News (822765) 

1045 Dharma and Greg (732122) 
11.15-11.45 Friday Night Fever (687433) 
1145 Renegade (833456) 


As HTV West except 

12.15-12J0 Meridian News and Weather 
(6607524) 

1.00-1 JO Shortland Street (74746) 
245-3.15 Put It to the Test (716098) 

5.10-540 Home and Away (1661017) 
6-00-7J0 Meridian Tonight (85678) ” 
1140 Charlie Grace (575920) 

5.00am Freese reen (88418) 


mm 


As HTV West except 
12.19pm AngKa Air Watch (2492982) 
245-3.15 Great Little Gardens (716098) 

5.10-540 Shortland Street (1661017) 

6.23 AngBa Weather (173272} 

6.25-7 JO Anglia News (769659) 

10-29 AngBa Air Watch (218807) 

Starts: 7J0am The Bigger Breakfast (62901) 
9JO Moesha (4927185) 9J5 The Secret 
World of Alex Mack (8850678) 10.10 Saved 
by the Beil: The New Class (7473765) 10.40 
City Guys (5510611) 11-10 Madison 
(5454307) 1140 The Bigger Breakfast 
(2191369) 12J0pm Ricid Lake (42475) 12J0 
Sesame Street (68901) 1.00 Slot Meithrfn 
(63061727) 1.15 Tomas Y Tsnc (63059982) 
1 JO Gustav the Man of Moods (64485307) 
1J5 FILM: I Was Monty's Double (88740098) 
3JO Collectors' Lot (678) 4.00 Rfteert-to- 
One (185) 4JO Countdown (369) 5.00 5 
Pump (9320) 5J0 TV Dinners (949) 6.00 
Newyddlon 6 (902611) 6.10 Hero (586253) 
7.00 Pobol y Cwm (408765) 7.25 Y Clwb 
Rygbl (670611) 8.00 Ma’ Han '14a (6104) BJO 
Newyddlon (5611) 9-00 The Comic Strip 
Presents: Four Men in a Car (435982) 9.40 
Friends (771104) 10.10 Brookskte (658307) 
1045 Father Ted (532104) 11.15 TFI Friday 
(947887) 12.15am Planet Football (7046499) 
1 JO Jo WhfJey (7482944) 2.05 King of theHUI 
(9837050) 2.35 Pond Life (2413418) 2J0 
FILM: Back Street Dreams (244963) 445 
Dfwedd (4881296) 


CHANNEL 4 


7.00am The Bigger Breakfast (62901) 

9 JO Moesha (4927185) 9J5 The Secret 
World of Alex Mack (8850678) 10.10 
Saved by the Befl. The New Class 
(7473765) 1040 City Guys (5510611) 
11.10 Madison (5454307) 11.40 The 
Bigger Breakfast (2191369) 

12.00 Sesame Street (42475) 12J0pm i 
Dream ol Jeanne (68901) 1.00 Late 
Lunch (r) (T) (5300098) 1.35 Valley of the 
Stereo (72974340) 

1.55 The Verdict (1946, b/w) with Sydney 

n Greens t/eet, Paul Cavanagh and George 
Coulouris. A lormer Scotland Yard 
detective sets out to prove the innocence 
of a convicted murderer. Directed by Don 
Siegel (84421982) 

3 JO Coflectors’ Lot (T) (678) 4JO Filteervlo- 
One (T) (185) 4J0 Countdown (T) 
(8566727) 4J5 Ricki Lake (T) (7062104] 
5 JO Bewitched (r) (T) (949) 



Presenter Chris Evans (6.00pm) 

6.00 TFI Friday Chris Evans .talks to Whoopi 
Goddberg and Ruud Gullit. Music comes 
from Kula Shaker and the Mighty Mighty 
Basstooes.(76920) ■ 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (316253) 

7J5 Mersey Moments Ufe as a young black 
boy in the 1930s (549746) 

8J0 Wad About the Garden: 

KfflgKrli Meadows Carol Klein 
attempts to persuade people to welcome 
wildlife and wild flowers back into their 
gardens (1/6) (T) (6104) 

BJO Brooks!da Has Kyl'ie survived her ideal? 
Ben's agony reduces young tearaway 
Tinheed to tears (T) (5611) 

9100 Elian: Reversal of Fortune Ellen is 
determined to get her parents to start 
their new lives away from her house (T) 
(1901) 

9.30 Father Ted: Kicking Bishop Brennan 
up the Arse A lost bet has serious 
consequences for Ted (T) (88765) 

10.00 5gg g§g] Frasier: Room Service A 

fcggYWfrj yjgjj ky | ^ gt^up 0W 

feelings for Frasier, new ones for Niles (T) 
(43104) 

10J0 King of the Hill Hank attempts to lands a 
big contract (T) (927843) 

11.05 The Adam and Joe Show (r) (T) 
(253611) 

11 J5 TR Friday (r) (661456) 

1240am Pond Life (r) (T) (2128019) 

12J5 JO Whiley (r) (9888215) 

1.40 Planet Football (r) (T) (2307692) 

240 Back Street Dreams (1990) Brooke 

H Shields and Jason O'Malley. A debt 
collector dabbles in crime while trying to 
bring up his autistic son. Directed by 
Rupert Hitzig (515963) 

425 Step Lively, Jeeves (1939, b/w) 

m Comedy with Arthur Treacher as 
P. G. Wodehouse's creation (but not 
book-based), Directed by Eugene Ford 
(3237857) 


CHANNEL 5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 an the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the charm si free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 10.92075 GHz; sound: 
7J2 and 720 MHz 

6.00am 5 News Early (2843494) 

7.00 Wide World (T) (1519036) 

7 JO Milkshake! (5168678) 7J5 Wrnae's 
House (r) (8684746) 820 HavakazOG (r) 
(8017369) 8.30 Wishbone (r) (8009340) 
9.00 Espresso (9720475) 10JO Woodland 
Tales U) (T) (7921901) 10.30 Sunset 
Beach (T) (1168889) 11.10 Leeza 
(6836185) 1220 5 News (T) (8010456) 
12.30pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (1924746) 

1.00 The Bold and the Beautiful (T) 
(1518307) 

1 JO Sons and Daughters (1923017) 

2.00 Burke's Law: Who Killed Sloppy's 
Master? (7922630) 

3.00100 Per Cent Goid (8694982) 

3-30 A Little Romance (1979) Romantic 

n comedy with Laurence Olivier. Diana 
Lane, Sally Kelierman and Arthur Hill. 
Directed by George Roy Hill (9680630) 

5 JO Was It Good for You? (r) (T) (6402036) 
6.00100 Per Cent (6409949) 

620 Family Affairs Liam introduces Nick to 
the new builders' yard security guard (T) 
(6483901) 

7.005 News (T) (8619291) 

720 Wildlife SOS Napoleon, the one-eyed 
feret is returned to the wild; and the deer 
who was brought in after a road accident 
is also released (T) (6489185) 

820 Fame and Fortune: The feme life of 
singer Nell Sedaka (T) (8695611) 

8 JO Was it Good for You? Barcelona 
(8614746) 

9.00 Quest for Justice (1993) Jane Seymour 

n stars as a 1950s newspaperwoman who 
sets up one of lhe first black newspapers 
in the South. Directed by James Keach 
(89913369) 



Eric Roberts stars (10 JOpm) 

10 JO C-16 FBI New twelve-part senes about a 
Los Angeles-based FBJ unit starring Eric 
Roberts (6977901) 

1145 Criminal Hearts (1995) Thriller with Amy 

« Locane and Kevin Dillon. Directed by 
Dave Payne (5962253) 

1.35am FlrecreeK (1968) Western with James 

M Stewart, Henry Fonda and Ed Begley. 

DireclBd by Vincent McEveety (8274654) 
320 The Gold Rush (1924, b/w) Timeless 

n comedy starring and directed by Charlie 
Chaplin (84302079) 

4J0 The Road (92767893) 

4.40 Prisoner: Cell Block H (2435505) 

520 100 Per Cent (r) (9778012) 




• For further listings see 

Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7.00am Sneei Shades 120949] 7 JO Whar-A- 
Mess (60496) &00 Muppers Tonight! 
(9846104) 845 The Stfnpsans (1362991 
9.15 The Simpsons (SS1122) 9-45 Games 
Worfd (77211651 10:00 Another World 
(983401 11.00 Coys at Oim Lives MB104) 
1240 Mamed wOh Chfldren (79543) 
1230pm M-A*S"H (72299) 1.00 Geraido 
190524) 2.00 Salty Jessy Raphael (68611) 
3.00 Jenny Jones (320361 4X0 Oprah 
ill 543) 5X0 Star Trek: The Nerd Generanon 
(9727) 600 Wafer's World (4388) BSD 
Mamed with ChHdien (8340) 7.00 The 
S-mpsatt (7776) 7JO Reel TV (4524) 8X0 
Highlander The Senes (44369) 9.00 wait¬ 
er Taas Ranger (57833110X0 PoUergaisL 
The Legacy ISO320 1 11X 0 Stei Trek. The 
Ned General (56299) 12X0 L aw an d 
Order p7708)1X0am Long Ray 12S22234) 

SKY BOX OFFICE _ 

Sky’s pay-per-vtew movie channel*. 

To vtew any Wm letephone 0990 800888 
Each Km ccets £2X9 per vlewng 
SKY BO' OFFICE 1 (Transponder 36) 
SNne (1906) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 2 (Transponder SO) 

WHftam Shakespeare's Romeo and 
Juliet (1997) 

SKY Bax OFFICE 3 (Transponder 59) 

Fhsl Kid (1996) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 4 (Transponder 58) 

Man Attacks! (1996) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1 

6.00am The Benftar Gong (1985) 
(69164475) 7X0 Superman II {1980) 
(47104494) 10X0 Ufa. Liberty and the 
Punuat of Hap pin es s on the Plane! of 
lhe Apes (1974) (65833) 11X0 The 
Adventures of PinoccWo (ISMS) (16494) 
1 JOpm The Benfcer Gang (1385) 
(70475) a.00 A Pyromantatfs Low Story 
(1995) (8063015X0 Superman II (I960) 
(37489476) 7.10 The Adventures of 
pmoccNa (1995) (332487401 9X0 Joe’ll 
Apartment (1996) (40104) 1030 The 
Movie Show 181388) 11X0 Po nt Be a 
Menace to Seulh Central While Drinking 
Spain the Hood P995) (25291) 
l&saam Indecent Behaviour III (1096) 
(602876) 2X5 l=arlne«—B Castrate 
(1994) 1247925) 3X5 GhouHn Co » 
College (1990) (652294781 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2 

6 X 0 anJoan of Parts (1941) (58017) 8X0 
The FaBen Sparrow (1943) (80633)10X0 
The Amazing Panda Adventure (19^ 
(72217) 12X0 When Innoce nc e la Last 
(1997) (70456) 2X0pcnTheTrui h Abou t 
Spring (1964) (49814) 4X0 The Amazing 
Snto Advert** (1995) glM &» 
DeWer (1996) (69678) MO Fe ast of July 
(1995) (64123) 10X0 The Protector 
(1907) (210307) 11X5 Mna Tgte* a 
Lover (1995) 1226253) 1.15am Wage of 
the Banned (1995) (252682) 2X5 The 
i wd Simper (1996) (310505) 4X0 Joan 
Of Peris (1941) (70215J 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

4.00pm None But the Lonely Heart 
(1944) (4239036) 6X0 Slnbad and lhe 
toe Tiger 

Rrramd to Aim* (1957) (50301221TOXD 
The Taking of Pe»«m1» £974) 
(78804543) « nH 

(1139708) 1X5 UtH* NaSI (TBBB) 
(B69WQ 3X5 Might Sw, (1990) 
(6315692) 5.15 Ctose 

TNT _ 

jsrssiisiras 

3SyS3^l^®^R^Ctose 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

7.00am Sports Centre (53291) 7X0 WTefr 
ang (61814) BXO Spcria Centre ( 43340) 
S RBOna ie«20) 9X0 Aartxs 
(70253) 10-00 Spar«h Wmera uga 

Ssn 12 X 0 Aerobes (54456) 12X0pm 

SntfiT Countdown (80369) 1 X 0 So*; 
g J S^^( 7 9O0W1|6XOIteM 
056 ?) 5X0 Inskte iheServor PGA 
SS*pBr» Sports 

7X0 Big 7 lfS 

RuTOv Sheffield * Bradford — Lmb 

(U 7543 ) 10 X 0 Whssllng. Pto* 

12.00 Big Fght C° uWcl g ll *!.,j 53 ?^ 

l 2 X 0 am Sfwts Cenlre p7942) 1X0 

sss Lwsua 

SteffieidvBfadtofa (m&wij 

SKY SPORTS 2 -- 

70 0 Bm AfftfKS (7078415) 7X0 Sports 
DwW P 828712 ) BXO Paring Nhw 

SSSsqmo as ngw CaK !!!^ 

SSega (6295475) 1 . 00 pm Fool- 


bafl Lewua Review (B428956) 1X0 V0<ey- 
batk NaUmal Cup Fmal (1264320) 3X0 
World ol Sating (2605982) 3X0 NHL 
Powetwwk (9489982) 4X0 The Rugoy 
Club (9693814) 6X0 World Spun Special 
(3896020) 630 Rebel Sport-) (38872771 
7X0 Middlesbrough v Manchester Cty- 
Due (4300456) 10X0 Big Fight Couradown 
(506S72) 10X0 Crtckar South Atnca v 
Pakbiai (3321068) IXOam World Sport 
Spedal (9383383) 2X0 Sports Centre 
(6826760) 3X0 End Zone (2351012) 4X0 
GoU- MCI Hadtage Classic (2191321) 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

12X0 Trans Wcrid Sport (03207340) 
IXDpm Freestyle Siting (83223380) 2X9 
Bobby Chart on's RxCtal Scrapbook 
(264M45Q 3X0 Fbimia Three (70741983 
4X0 NBA: New York Knlcfcs v Washragton 
Wizards (07105524) BXO End Zona 
(83203524) 7X0 Grtt Cannes Open 
(43088017) 9.00 Gofr MCI Heriege Ctet- 
■X - Live (90740020) 11X0 Hold lhe Back 
Page (43077901) 12X0 Ouse 

EUROSPORT _ 

TXOam Motorcycling: Mstaysian Grand Pi* 
QuaHtylng — Ure (80063456)'9.18 Euro¬ 
pean Cup Winners' Cup (544386) 10A5 
Motorcycling (3531475) 1 2.00 Int ernational 
Motoraports Magoane (87272) IXC^m 
Terms: Barcelora ATP Tonnamenl — LVe 
(1783833) 4X0 Ewopean Cup Whiners' 
Cup (79814) BXO Motorcycling (83456) 
7X0 Dhflno: European Cup (9129 1) BXO 
Super Tourenwagen Gp (77811) 9X0 
Boring (97475) 10X0 Motorcycfing Matay- 
Grand Rrtu Preview (90562) 11X0 
Ertiame Sports: VOZ Action (64307) 1200 
BMX world Champronshipa B1302) 
IXOam Close 

UK GOLD _ _ 

7X0wn New lhe Twain (5203272) 7XS 
Neohbours (4203678) 8.00 Crooaroads 
063494) 8X5 EastEndws (5562901) 9X0 
The Bfl (21711221 9X0 Howeids' Way 
(6403017) 10X0 Shttiey (B111833Q 10X0 
The Sutivara (24^5974) 11 X0 Burn 
Forsyth's Generation Game (3902765) 
1Z00 Cnassnads (53172727) 1225pm 
Neighbours (53175014) 12X5 EasiEnders 
(3648388) 1X0 Buss ThfeHoise (7761814) 
2X5 Kaeprag Up Appearances (5632765) 
2.45 s»y Lucky (8610340) 3-45 The BS 
(2000562) 4,15 Jim Bravo 00706253) 
5X0 Ea&lErtdera (2243949)5^5 Big Bra* 
(1128765) 6X0 The Bil (8457291) 7X0 
Dad's Army (5368889) 7.40 ftdng Damp 



Australian actor Geoffrey Rush fn Shine (Box Office 1) 


(1628494) BXO May to December 
(4855B59] 9X0 Spender (20184659) 10X9 
The Come Stop Presorts 1 More Bad Nam 
(51567543) 11.10 The Jack Dee Shew 
(9029746) HAS Alas Smith end Janes 
[1007650! 12Xbsm HLH The Cocatoots 
Kid (1985) (4174147) 2X0 The Eqwrtzer 
(9587302) 2X0. Shopping -A Nflht 

(62825439) 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

fiXOam The Box (3746611) 7.00 El Unofl 
(2379765) 7X0 Coronanort St (£35627?) 
8X0 Bind Dale (1304036) 9X0 Wish Me 

Luck (4383670) 10X0 The Saint (2354456) 
11X0 Hawai Ftire-O (29E7S20) 12X0 
Cotonarxwi St (9018302) i2X0p m Famties 
(7773630) 1.00A Fine Romance (2378030) 

1X0 Me and My G« (777290112X0 Wish 

Me Luch (9359104) 3X0 JteOh King 
(1959098) 4.00 Hawti FiveO (1901833) 
SXO The Sort (5157307) 8X0 Pantiles 
(8641291) 6X0 Coronation Si (8832543) 
7X0 Doctor In Chaige (5158000) 7X0 Ol 
lhe Buses (8838727) 8X0 Jason King 
(2099727) 9X0 Coronation 9 (1987017) 
SXO Wteetapgers and Shunter Social 
Club (7793494) 10X0 Fftz. The US Cracter 
(2053678) 11X0 Granada Men and Motora 
(5290017) 


CARLTON SELECT (CABLE) 

SXOpm Blockbusters (87! 1118S) 5X0 Hey 
Dad U (70755185) 6X0 Byfcer Grove 
(707520*) 6X0 A. Country Pracoce 
(70776678) 7X0 London Bridge 

(87131940) 7X0 The Bounder [70765562) 
8X0 Kuo Heelers (90752765) 9X0 Love 
Huts (90732901) 10X0 Ue After Bath 
(71800949) 10X0 Movie CMj (71886309) 
11X0 St Elsewhere (43082833) 12X0 
Haggard (43854942) 12X0am Talas ol lhe 
Unexpected (50695409) 1X0 The 

Beiderbecke Affair (31277470) 2X0 Clara 

DISNEY CHANNEL __ 

6 . 00 am Bear in the Ehg Blue House 8X0 
Jungle Cites 7X0 Mighty Dut*s 7X0 
Nightmare Ned 7X5 Ned's Newt 8X0 
Recess 8X0 Pepper Ann 0X0 Brand 
Spanfang New Doug 9X0 Smart Guy 10X0 
Siudera Bodes 10X0 Teen Angel 11X0 
Boy Metis World 11X0 Brotherly Love 
12X0 Honey. I Shrunk me Kids The TV 
Show 12ASpni Classic Toons 1.00 The 
Rwer of Advertise 2.15 Ned's Mart 2X0 
Aladdin: The Senes 3X0 Tmn and 
Pumbaa 3X0 Brand Spanking New Doug 
4,00 Pepper Am 4X0 Recase 5X0 Smart 
Guy 5X0 Slucfent Bodies 6X0 Teen Angel 


6X0 Boy Meets World 7X0 FILM: Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs BXO FILM: 
The Low Bug 10X0 Ctose 

FOX KIDS NETWORK _ 

BXOam Power Rangers Zeo 7.00 Bureau ol 
ABen Detectors 7X0 Ace Ventura 8X0 
Incredbie HuSi BXO The Casper Hour BXO 
Mortal Kombat 10X0 Gooseburrps 10X0 
Ears. Indiana 11X0 Sam and Max 11X0 
Lite wBh Louie 12X0 The Tick 12X0pm 
Fantastic Four 1X0 Pow Rangers Zao 
2.00 Bureau ol Afcen Detectors 2X0 Ace 
Venus 3X0 The Incredbia Hulk 3X0 
Mortal Kombel 4X0 The Casper Hour 5X0 
Goosebunps 5X0 Eerie, tndane 6X0 X 
Man 6X0 Sptietman 7X0 Ctose 

CARTOON NETWORK 

AI your fawunte cartoons broadcast horn 
SXOxn lo SXOpm. seven days a wee*. 
NICKELODEON _ 

BXOam Shcton 1 Around 7X0 Bruno the Kid 
8X0 Hey Amok* 9X0 Rugratt 10X0 Doug 
11.00 Angry Beavers. 12X0 Rocho iXOpm 
Clanssa 2X0 Alex Mack 3X0 Kenan and 
Kel 4X0 Rugrats BXO Sister Sister BXO 
Moesha 7X0 Ctose 

TROUBLE _ 

7.00am Batman 7X0 E a rthworm Jan BXO 
CaWarma Dreams BXO Hang Time BXO 
Ready or Not 9X0 Heanbreak high 10X0 
Echo Port 11X0 Batman 11X0 Earthworm 
Jim 12X0 Swsal12X0pm Heartbreak High 
1X0 Echo RVnl2X0 Hctiyoeks 2X0 On the 
Make 2XS It's In toe Jeans 3X0 Sweet 3X0 
CaHarrua Di earns 4X0 Saved By lhe Bell 
3.00 Hoflyoaks 5X0 USA High fiXD Hang 
Ume 6X0 BteH 7.00 Saved By the Beit 7X0 
USA High 8.00 Ctose 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

SXOpm Cross Wna SAS Fatrity Fortunes 
BXO Sate ot the Century 7.15 Winner Taras 
At 8X0 The Crystal Maze 9.15 Sinks it 
Lucky 10X0 Endurance UK 11.00 Joo<5 
Hofend's Name Thai Tire 11X5 Karaoke 
Challenge l2X0pm The Father Daurirg 
Mysteries 1X0 The Fal Guy 2X0 floogtos 
Diner 3X0 Srowy River The McGregor 
Sega 4X0 The Bg VaBey 5X0 Scraenshtip 

BRAVO _ 

8 . 00 pm The A-Team (4601368) 9X0 Real 
Stones ol the Highway Parol (1144307) 
9X0 Cope (6412765110X0 The Basemen 
(90262531 10X0 Red Shoe Dianes 


(3721801) 11X0 FHJS: Tomcat Angels 
(7454611) IXOam Beverly HAS Bordello 
(2172416) 1X0 FILM: To Live and Die in 
Hong Korva (8570857) 3X0 The Basemem 
(3404895) 4X0 Beverly Hte Border! k> 
(3466760) 4X0 Rad Shoe Diaries (2153383) 
5X0 The A-Team (2423321) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7X0pm Cosby (1340) 7X0 Roseanne 
(50361 8X0 Grace Under Fra (7388) BXO 
Caroline to the Cdy (0123) 9X0 CybS 
(77123) 9X0 Elen (91470) 10X0 Cheers 
(53727) 10X0 Cheers (52475) 11X0 
Duclcmsn (49340) 11X0 Ttos and Ft* 
(24140) 12X0 NlKCS (51673112X0am h s 
Garry Shandfing's. Show (isaSf-j 1X0 
Frasier (53789) 1X0 Cheers (91437) 2X0 
Caroline In lhe City (21741) 2X0 Ttos and 
Fa* (40676) 3X0 Roseenne (33925) 3X0 
Cybfl (31128) 4.00 Ctose 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

SXOpm Quartern Leap (4384253) BXO The 
Cepe (3392887) 10X0 FILM: Ctose 
Encounters of the Third Kind (1977) 
(3050369) IXOam The So. Mfflon Dollar 
Man (4152944) 2X0 Friday toe I3to 
(5582012) 3X0 Tates ol the Unexpected 
(1443215) 3X0 Dark Shadow (46257001 
4X0 Ctose 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

B.OOam The Joy of Pamtrig 9X0 Garden¬ 
ers Diary 10X0 Grassroots 10X0 The 
Furniture Guys 11X0 Andy Lftte's Anging 
Adventure 11X0 Homeune 12.00 Home 
Savvy IZXOprn This OU House 1X0 Van 
Can Cook —The Best ol Aaa 1X0 
Fumturo 10 Go 2.00 Doing it Up 2X0 
' Amqueo Chatange 3X0 The Dceman 3X0 
Home Agasi 4X0 Ctose 

DISCOVERY _ 

AjQDpm Ren Hurt's Fishing Adventures 
(8454104) 4X0 Zoo S tory (8450388) 5X0 
Firsl FSgWe (8236727) 5X0 Tine Travellers 
(8434340) 6X0 WifcMe SOS (8431253) 
6X0 Actortra tf the Quest (4407272) 
7X0 Deaster (8451017) BXO Croctxfle 
Hurtei (4607543) 9X0 Forensic Detectives 
(4627307) 10X0 The SeaHhere (9121807) 
10X0 The Searchers (3826415) 11X0 
Arthu C Clarke's Mysterious Unfterca 
(1129098) 11X0 Arthur C Oarke s 
Mysterious Universe (9115659) 12X0 Rrsi 
Fhghis (3982215) 12X0un Disaster 
(1B66505) 1X0 Forensc Detectives 
(8174960) 2X0 Ctose 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7X0pm Realty w*i Animals' Awesome 
Animal Builder. (9507388) 7X0 Springtime 
lor Die Wteddeli Seah (7235456) a00 The 
Shark Ffes Shall. Attack Fles (1384388) 
ft00 Lad d lhe Arwnafs: Gasion arto the 
Truffle Hunters (2136036) 9X0 Dararw 
Earth: Ffighi iron (he Vofcanc. 12796253) 
10X0 Puma —Uxis ot toe Andes 
(1367011111X0 Alncan WHdlto 19246814) 
12X0 Ctose-Up on WfldWe (1496272) 
IXOam Ctose 

TRAVEL (CABLE) _ 

12X0 Grea Splendoure Ol The World 
IXOpm A Goiter's Travels 1X0 Gatoenr^s 
And Cetebranns 2X0 On Tour 2X0 Oui To 
Lunch Wirt Briar Turner 3X0 Metong 4X0 
The Great Escape 4X0 Coles Ol The World 
5X0 A Golfer's Travels 5X0 Rart WoU 
BXO Gatherings And CdebraLons 6X0 On 
Tour 7X0 The Alps BXO Seppng The 
World BXO The Flavours Ol Fiance 9X0 
Gang Places 10X0 Out To Lunch With 
Brian Turner 10X0 Floyd On Oz 11.00 The 
Alps 12X0 Ctose 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4.00pm Ox Cemury (3873369) 8X0 
Modem Marvats (2629562) SXO Anoam 
Mvsteres (6219562) 7X0 Bag^phy. Mo¬ 
ses (2601765) 8X0 Ctose 

CARLTON FOOD (CABLE) 

9.00am Fctod NaNnfc Daily 9X0 Food ter 
Though! 10.00 a Taae c4 England 10X0 
wha'3 Cooking? 11.00 WOral Thonpscn 
Cooks 11X0 Grahem Kerr's Kitchen 12X0 
Food Nehwrk Daly IZXOpm Ea Your 
Greens 1X0 Food lor Thoughl 1X0 French 
Lurch 2X0 Surprise Chets 2X0 Food 
Network Datfy 3X0 Catteeon Lghi 3X0 
Worrell Thompson Cooks 4X0 IdoN Home 
Cooke 4X0 Ranat Nosh 5X0 Ctose 

LIVING _ 

6.00am Tiny Uring 9X0 Ready. Sicady, 
Cook 9X5 Hart to Han 10X0 The Young 
and the Restless 11X0 Mysteries Mage 
and fiftades 11X0 Jtoimy's i 2 X 0 pm 
Animal Rescue 12X0 Diet Show 1X5 
Adhrotri Juntas 2X0 Living u Up! 3X0 

Jeny Spmgw 4.10 Tampestt 5X0 Th® Hwl 

Is Oi 5X0 Ready. Steady. Cook 6.10 Jeny 
Springer 7X0 Rescue 911 7X0 Mysteries, 
Mage and Wrack* BXO Rotonda 9X0 
FUJI: A Touch of Scandal 11X0 The Se* 
Zone 12X0 Close 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 42 


Clarke reaches 
another summit 
at Central Park 



RACING 43 


Xaar underlines 
classic potential 
in Craven Stakes 
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Robson’s plea 
puts Hoddle 
in quandary 


ENGLAND'S preparation for 
the World Cup finals, it seems, 
is destined to be a turbulent 
affair. The first ripples were 
cast yesterday by Bryan Rob¬ 
son with a plea to Glenn 
Hoddle, the England coach. 

Robson, the Middlesbrough 
manager, wants Hoddle to 
ignore Paul Gascoigne for 
England's game against Por¬ 
tugal next week. The midfield 
player, he argues, is needed 
more by his club than his 
country. 

At the heart of Robson’s case 
is Middlesbrough's attempt to 
win promotion to the FA 
Carling Premiership. Starting 
this evening with the visit of 
Manchester City, the North 
East club has four matches 
remaining in which to secure 
an automatic promotion spoL 

Gascoigne is expected to be 
fit for tonight but Robson 
wants Hoddle to ignore the 
midfield player for the game 
against Portugal — even 
though the England manager 
is desperate to give the man he 


By David Maddock. 

sees as a key player an 
international run-out. 

Middlesbrough have a 
game at Port Vale next Friday, 
just 48 hours afterthe interna¬ 
tional. Robson said:' “I am 
going to contact Glenn to find 
out what his intentions are. It 
would suit me if Paul didn’t 
play. WeYe at Port Vale on the 
Friday and I want him to be 
fresh for that game." 

Robson will dearly bring 
pressure to bear on his inter¬ 
national counterpart but that 
will place Hoddle in a difficult 
position. He wants the central 
midfield player to have as 
many games for England as 
possible between now and the 
end of the regular season — 
especially with the prospect of 
play-offs looming. 

Middlesbrough are in 
fourth place in the table, on 
the same number of points as 
Sunderland in second, but 
have an inferior goals-scored 
tally. Two wins over Easter 
have boosted their cause, but 
they have a tricky run-in. and 


Bobic has final word 
for resolute Stuttgart 


A CLINICAL strike from 
Fredi Bobic. the Germany 
international forward, mid¬ 
way through the first half 
gave VfB Stuttgart a 1-0 win 
away to Lokomotiv Moscow 
yesterday and put them into 
the final of the Cup Winners' 
Cup, awaiting the winners of 
the match between Chelsea 
and Viceiua last night 
The Russians, seeking to 
overturn a 2-1 deficit from the 
first leg of the semi-final, were 
caught pushing up in num¬ 
bers. Poschner dispossessed 
Smirnov inside the Stuttgart 
half and threaded a pass to - 
Akpoborie, who found his 
strike partner raring through 
on goal. Bobic. who had 


scored an injury-time winner 
in the first leg, placed the ball 
past the advancing goalkeep¬ 
er. NigmatuUin. 

There was no way. back for 
Lokomotiv, who had hoped to 
become the first Russian dub 
to reach a European final in 
22 years. Despite intensive 
pressure. Frank Verlaat, Stutt¬ 
gart's Dutch captain, and the 
rest of a solid defence rarely 
looked like cracking, al¬ 
though Yevgeny Kharlachev. 
the veteran Russia interna¬ 
tional. might have equalised 
13 minutes from time. 

Verlaat will m iss the final in 
Stockholm on May 13 after 
picking up a second yellow 
card near the end. 
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ACROSS 

6 One leaving work on the 
dot (5.7) 

7 Unspeaking (6) 

8 Dark and sad (6) 

9 A fruit, sounds like dim-wil¬ 
ted (4) 

10 Unpaid (officer) (8) 

12 One-ccU tiny organisms (8) 

i6 Poor dwelling (4) 

IS Old thing to pack up trou¬ 
bles in (6) 

20 Peak (6) 

21 By chance (12) 


DOWN 

1 Change opposition: cam¬ 
paign (S) 

2 Quick drawing (6) 

3 Strongman shorn by Deli¬ 
lah (6) 

4 A swindle (4) 

5 Panic a Reign of it 1794 (6) 

6 A cold: to cool (5) 

11 Be like (8) 

13 (AUofled) for each person (6) 

!4 Teased; unjustified (mar¬ 
gin) (6) 

15 Advantages (6) 

17 Concmxl; the number one (5) 

19 Runny Frxheese (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO I3SI 

8 ACROSS: I Consider 5 Peel 7 Red squirrel 8 Trap 
9 Athens 10 Adepts 13 Pun 14 Torque 17 Domino 
18 Lent 19 Star of David 20 Fray 21 Layabout 
* DOWN: l Contrast 2 Seep 3 Disrespectful 4 Rough-and- 
ready 5 Parole 6 Exeunt 7 Rather 11 POised 12 Short¬ 
cut 15 Ouster 16 Quarry IS Limb 


the*js& ? ti\ies bookshop 


Sunderland are favourites to 
gain the second automatic 
promotion spot behind Not¬ 
tingham Forest. 

If Gascoigne were to take 
part in the play-offs, he would 
miss an England match 
against Saudi Arabia, and two 
warm-up games in Morocco. 
Hoddle has hinted that this 
would severely jeopardise the 
player's chances of making the 
final squad for France. 

Robson’s request will fur¬ 
ther exacerbate the situation, 
but the Middlesbrough man¬ 
ager has little option. After 
spending millions on new 
players, failure to be promoted 
would spell financial disaster. 

Defeat this evening would 
have even more serious conse¬ 
quences for Manchester City, 
who have just three matches 
in which to save themselves 
from relegation. At present, 
they stand a point above the 
bottom three, but have a 
difficult run-in. 

After visiting Middles¬ 
brough. they entertain a 
Queens Park Rangers team 
also haunted by relegation, 
before visiting Stoke City on 
the final day of the season, a 
fixture in which the defeated 
dub will probably be 
relegated. 

Joe Rqyle. the City manager, 
was heartened by news that 
Ajax have returned with an 
improved offer for Georgi 
Kink! adze. City rejected a £3 
million offer from the Dutch 
champions two weeks ago and 
have made it dear that the 
asking price is £5 million — a 
figure Rqyle believes will give 
him the financial musde to 
rebuild his team next season. 

“We have had a slightly 
improved offer from Ajax, 
which has not been accepted," 
Dennis Tueart, the City direc¬ 
tor, said. “But negotiations are 
ongoing now, relations have 
been resumed, and we under¬ 
stand the players desire to 
join them." 

Privately, Royle has 
indicated that he will do 
everything to facilitate & deal. 
He has never held the Geor¬ 
gian in high regard, and has 
not played him during City’s 
relegation fight 
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Rings a bell: Nefl Smith halts the photocall yesterday to answer his mobile phone. Lara, their new captain, has been known to nse his on the field 

Lara flies in the face of expectation 


By Richard Hobson 

BRIAN LARA has attracted 
many adjectives during his 
eventful career, but never 
predictable. Yesterday, . he 
took his own employers by 
surprise by landing in Eng¬ 
land ahead of schedule — a 
schedule that had been re¬ 
drawn when he delayed his 
previously planned arrival 
because of illness. 

Originally. Warwickshire 
expected Lara at Edgbaston 
yesterday morning for a final 
practice before the county 
championship game against 
Durham today. Then, late on 
Wednesday night, he tele¬ 
phoned Dennis Amiss, the 
chief executive, and told him 
that he was suffering from 
mild food poisoning and that 


he would fly in from Barbados 
at six o'clock this morning 
instead. 

Shortly before noon yester¬ 
day, though, Lara telephoned 
Amiss from Heathrow to say 
that he was not only fit and 
well, but on his way to 
Birmingham in a taxi. It 
emerged that Phil Simmons, a 
West Indies colleague and 
Leicestershire’s overseas play¬ 
er, had given Lara his seat on 
the plane bemuse Leicester do 
not play in the opening round 
of matches. 

Lara overcame fatigue to 
attend a sponsor's dinner last 
night after Peugeot announced 
a £250.000deal with Warwick¬ 
shire, believed to be the big¬ 
gest for a single season. 

“I’m very grateful to him 
[SimmonsJ because it was 


important 1 was here today to 
meet the players, the sponsors 
and get settled in before the 
first game." Lara said. 

Lara began his previous 
summer with Warwickshire 
four years ago by scoring six 
centuries in seven champion¬ 
ship innings. The run culmi¬ 
nated with his world record 
unbeaten 501 against Dur¬ 
ham, Warwickshire’s oppo¬ 
nents today. In all he scored 
more than 2,000 runs at an - 
average of just under 90 and 
helped the county to success in 
three of the four domestic 
competitions. 

However, Lara's time-keep¬ 
ing was vague and he tested 
the patience of colleagues — 
most notably Derraot Reeve, 
then Warwickshire captain — 
and officials alike. This time. 


he has tiie responsibility of 
captaincy as well as a salary 
ap p roa chi ng C200JXX) with 
bonuses to justify. 

“We have to put aside what 
happened in 1994," Lara said. 
“It was a shock playing five or 
six days a week for five 
months, bat I think I can 
handle It much better now. 

“The public are going to 
come out wanting to see some 
good cricket not onfy from 
myself, but the Warwickshire 
team as a whole. The main 
thing I remember about the 
last time I played Durham 
was not only the 501, but that 
we only got first-innings 
points and we will want to 
do better than that this 
time.” 

Ominously, Lara felt as 
happy with his batting in the 


recent Test and one-day series 
against England as at any 
time over the past two years.‘T 
got back to the way I’ve 
wanted to bat for the last 
couple of years and, hopefully, 
1 can extend it into die county 
season." he said. “I came here 
on a much higher note four 
years ago. but I have the same 
sort of enthusiasm i had that 
and I'm looking forward to 
getting going. 

“People are bound to expect 
another bumper year like 1994 
and you can’t do anything 
about expectations. It’s true 
Durham have been a good 
team for me whenever I’ve 
played against them, and I am 
looking for something special, 
but it does not have to be 502. 
Just a plain hundred wifi be 
fine.". 


Davis a true sporting gentleman 


FRED DAVIS, winner of the 
world snooker championship 
on eight occasions, died in his 
sleep in a Denbigh hospital 
late on Thursday evening. 
The younger brother of Joe 
Davis and a universally ad¬ 
mired elder statesman of the 
game in his own right was 84. 

Although inevitably over¬ 
shadowed by Joe. undefeated 
as world champion from the 
event's inauguration in 1927 to 
his retirement from it in 1946, 
Fred achieved enough to be 
included among any discus¬ 
sion surrounding the greats of 
the green baize. 

Yet it was much more than 
an impressive record on the 
table that stood him apart 
His wealth of anecdotes, a 
pleasant disposition and a 
gentlemanly manner saved 
to enhance his popularity. 

Ted Lowe, for so long the 
voice of BBC snooker, paid 
tribute to Davis, saying: “He 
was a very happy-go-lucky 
person, a very pleasant man 
and one of me outstanding 
players of all time." 

After realising in his 20s 
that he was suffering from 
myopia, Davis became the 
firet player to employ the 
swivel lens, bifocal spectacles 
which, in later years, also 
developed into the trademark 


Phil Yates hears the tributes for one of 
the finest players seen on the green baize 


of Dennis Taylor, another 
who was sad to hear of his 
passing. “I can tell you from 
personal experience that Fred 
was a great competitor. Hell 
be badly missed,” Taylor said 

Stephen Hendry, the six- 
times world champion, ech¬ 
oed those sentiments. “Fred 
was one of the legendary 
figures in our game,” the Scot 
said 

Results improved in tan¬ 
dem with Davis's eyesight In 
1940 he pushed Joe hard 
losing 37-35 in the final of the 


world championship before 
joining the Army, where he 
remained for the duration of 
the Second Work! War. 

Davis won the first of his 
eight world titles in 1948 and 
the last in 1956. Although he 
never overcame Joe in the 
world championship, he did 
hold the unique distinction of 
being the only player to defeat 
him in a non-handicap profes¬ 
sional event 

During the 1950s and 60s 
snooker's popularity waned 
but thanks to the advent of 



Davis competed at a high level until his retirement at 78 


colour television and the BBC 
series Pot Black, it enjoyed a 
spectacular revival Davis, 
who bad recovered from two 
heart attacks, significantly 
helped this process by reach¬ 
ing the sem i-finals of the 1978 
world championship, aged 64. 

Three years later, Davis 
fulfilled a boyhood ambition 
by fifting the world profes¬ 
sional billiards trophy, retain¬ 
ing it the following season. 
He did not retire until 1992 
when, at 78. he was the oldest 
active professional sportsman 
in the world 

_ At the tail-end of a profes¬ 
sional career spanning 62 
years, the vast majority of his. 
matches were qualifying 
rounds at the Norbreck Castle 
hotel Blackpool. U was there, 
as a rookie journalist, that I 
spent many enjoyable hours 
listening to the fascinating 
reminiscences of Mr Davis — 

I could never bring myself to 
address him as Fred 

Such as the time he arrived 
for an exhibition after a long 
drive to discover the absence 
of a table: “Oh." said the 
organiser. “We thought dial 
you’d bring one with you.” ■ 

“Fred was just a smashing 
bloke." John Spencer, a fellow 
former world champion, said 
No one could argue. 
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BEST OF SPORT IN THE TIMES 


TODAY AND 
TOMORROW 

What is it that continues 
to drive Alex Ferguson? 

The Manchester United 
manager, right, talks of 
European ambitions, the need 
for change and life at and 
away from Old Trafford. The 
first of two interviews with 
Oliver Holt appears on page 46 



TOMORROW 





How do Saracens and Newcastle 
match up in the battle for 
rugby's Premiership title? 
David Hands assesses their 
strengths and weaknesses 

PLUS 

Top columnists — Danny Baker, 
Steve McManaman, Lawrence' 
Dallaglio and Simon Barnes 
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